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PREFACE. 



"AsoTHBR work by the Bard of the Forest! 
Well, this does beat cock-fighting I" Such 
were the ezclamatioQS I overheard as I was 
quietly diacussing my mutton chop at a cer- 
tain coffee-house in the metropolis. They 
were uttered by a stout, good-humoured look- 
ing man, — John Bull, every inch. Hy obese 
Iriend made those observations in relation to 
the " Triad." How will he express his admira- 
tion when he sees " Prank O^by " announced ? 
And most assuredly it is not very often we see 
four distinct works, averaging four hundred 
and sixty pages, brought out in the course of a 
little more than eighteen months: and this is 
rendered more remarkable, when it ia con- 
ndered that all this was done by my own 
unasEosted energy ; that I belong to no clique of 
writers; that I stand quite isolated and alone; 
and that for the whole period above recorded 
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I was racked with the most painful of all 
diseases, stone, and twice an inmate of one 
of the metropolitan hospitals, where a very 
large portion of the books were written, 
although I had to undei^o twelve agonizing 
operations. I mention plain, simple facts, 
patent to hundreds. I properly leave comment 
to others. 

I do not think that the golden fields of 
literature should be disfigured with the tur- 
moil of politics. I have entirely eschewed 
that science in my present book, and I trust it 
will be all the better for the omission. Neither 
have I touched upon Church affairs. I reserve 
this for a book I shall shortly send to press, 
entitled " Revelations of a Poor Curate." There 
clerical, as well as political, matters (for they 
are so interwoven as to render it impossible to 
separate them) may be properly discussed, and 
I shall do it with a bold, uncompromiMng 
hand. 
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ADVENTURES OF FRMK OGILBY. 



CHAPTEE I. 



CALEB CAPSTAIT. 



Fbox my earliest years I was fond of adventure. Onr 
domicile, which was a Btatelf old mansion, in the Tudor 
style of architecture, was full of sly passages and occult 
reoesaee, into which, before I could walk, I was con- 
tinaaUy crawling, seeking after those elves and fiiiiies, 
whose ovtre qualities were oontinoally diooed into my 
ears by my aunt Bhys, a tall, bony specimen of ha- 
manity, who acted as a kind of govemanie in our 
honsehold. My &ther was a lai^ shipowner, and 
resided in the most salubrions part of Wapping. My 
mother died in giving birth to me. I was an only 
child. 
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2 AD VUK TUBES OF FRAXE OQILBT. 

My &ther was esteemed well-to-do in the world, 
nay, even rich, yet was his establisliment formed on 
the most economic principle. His butler, valet-de-cham, 
or man of all-work, waa one Caleb Capstan, a ron^ 
old saltv vrbo bad grown grey in his aervice. In 
addition to bis other occupations, he occasionally took 
a voyage on board one of oor barques as supercaiga 
His &ee was flat and broad, of a dingy red colour, and 
traversed by innumerable lines or wrinkles, crossing 
and intersecting one another in every direction. He 
had but one eye, sunk deep in its socket; and the 
place where the other ought to have been was occu- 
pied by a large blaek patch. His nose was broken m 
two by some early mischani^ and resembled two 
smaller noses clumsily soldered together. His moutb 
was large and wide, with a retiring chin. His body 
ahart and squat, and a lai^ oakum pigtail fdl down 
even to his loins. 

Our house ftxmted the Thames, and was washed by 
its waves. It was built of indestractible brick, tamed 
black by the sorrounding fog and smoke. To the 
Tight was a small quay, to which access was had throa|^ 
a thick open wicket. Behind the quay was our waxe- 
hoosee, generally fiUed to repletion with West Indian 
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OAUEB OifSTAB. 3 

and A&ioan congigiiineiita. Our mtting-room was for- 
oisbed with an immenae bay window, projecting over 
the wttvea at high water, and at low water over a rich 
conglomeration of mud, decayed vegetableti, sea drift, 
and, toayhap, a dead cat or dog, so that our noaee were 
po^tnally regaled with odours &r from Sabcean. I 
was very fond of sitting in this unique window, and 
watcJiing the ships moving to and &o, acroas and 
athwart, threading their sereral ways to their reapec- 
tiva destinaticais. The qoarrels and the rough repar- 
teea of the sailors likewise delighted me. It was an 
endless panorama of shifting pictures and changing 
sceoee. I was never tired of gaidng upon it. It oon- 
BsquenUy came to pass, that my niind, from the earliest 
period, was imbued with nautical imprescdons. I was 
an embryo sailor from the very beginning, fmd I 
breathed in cabooses, round-tops, cat-head^ lubbers* 
holes, tough yarns, yoe-heave-ho'a, aod pig-taiLk Old 
Oal^b Capsbm was pleased hy every meana in his power 
to foster this salt-water tendency, and nothing pleased 
him more than to see me splashing about in the mud, 
superintending the movements of a tiny craft which 
he himself had built for me. He also cockered up by 
scone nautical ingenuity a tarpaulin jacket^ coarse blue 
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4 ADVENTUXEB OF TAASK OOtLBf . 

tronaer^ jack boots, and, by way of appendix, a long 
pigtail, and Tten decorated in these habiliments, I 
looked Bomething like a stunted Tritrai fresh from tihe 
sabteiranean grottoes of the ocean. 

Oapetan was also very fond of reoonnting to me the 
wild legends of the ocean, and on those occaeionB 
always iutrodaced his own individaAl self into the 
drmnatia paracnce. According to his own account^ he 
had often flirted with mermaids in their ocean recesses, 
rode on the backs of dolphins, and blew conck sheUs 
with innumerable Tritons. His adventures in the 
r^ons of Africa, Asia, and the Far West, were no 
leas extraordinary; he had fought with sea pirates, 
land pirates, , negroes, Indiana, Esquimaux, Patago- 
nians, Laplanders, and never came off second-best 
He was an Amadis in fight, and a Lothario in love- 
adrenture. 

Capstan, after the conclusion of his day's woi^ was 
very fbnd of ^iticing me, nothing loth, into his sitting- 
room or den. It ^ as a small oblong apartment, stuck 
upon three strong wooden pUee, a little in advance of 
the seaward warehouse, somewhat resembling a pigeon- 
house, and at high water was entirely surrounded and 
isolated by the waves. From this distance 1^ whole 
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CALEB OAJSTAS. 6 

front of the premises coold be distinctlf seen; and 
Capstan might be likened to a sentinel on duty, or a 
w&tch in the roond-top looking out for equaLlB. The 
room itself -«ras £tted up exactly in the fashion of a 
ship's cabin, and the chain tablet) and other morahles 
were lashed to the berths, as though the occupant 
expected a rough sea to lay his domicUe on its beam 
eud& After his day's toil was over, it was the delight 
of Gapetan to Tudash his roagh-bewn gouty arm-chair, 
seat himsdf before his blazing seo-ooal fire, and place 
me on a lofty three-leg^^ed stool directly opposite, and 
then be would open to me his budget of sea lore, 
gen^«lly preceded by such a desnltoiy description as 
the following : — 

Fbame. — Well, Cale, what about the pretty mer- 
maid, eh I 

Cafstax. — Oh, oh I that's the latitode you're in, is 
it I 'Fon my taflril, but you're a saucy young craft. 
But, first of all. Master Frank, let me brace up for 
tear of squalls. [Here Capstan, poured out a tumbler 
of double grog, and swallowed it incontinently.] That 
all do (continued he), now for the yam. 

Fraxk. — Your pig^taU swags over your right 
■honlder, old boy, — ^pntit to rights,— that will doj now 
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6 ASTEHTUUS OF FBAXS OOILBT. 

hand me that little cockboat (qj. iiute-glassi) of grog: 
Good! Kow begin. 

CiSBTAS. — ^'Twor aix bells, and we wor in tbe lati- 
tude of the Wert Ingies. Twor my watch, and a ' 
fresh breeze wor blowing; the cutwater spanked 
through the waves with a yap and a snore, and the 
foam, bella danced about like winking. On a sodden^ 
I ho-ard a song struck up, banging " Blade-eyed Susan," 
as snng by Sail of Wapping Stain^ all to whitters. I 
was struck, as it wor, in a dcddrum, slewed about to 
every point of the compass, and spied a maremaid od a 
loak in the offing. 

YbJlss. — Oh, my! a pretty one, eh? Do tell me. 

Capstan, — Pretty! pretty! did yoa 'qoirel Why, 
master Frank, she ww beaw-ti-fbol; the figer-head of 
the Wenus schooner wor nowt to her. Oh, what a 
cathead had that ere martanaJd I What rigging ! what 
toplightsi I WW strack dumb, sunk ten &dom deep 
in love, drownded, yes, drownded in love. Oh, how 
sweet! [Here Caprtan paid a prolonged virit to his 
tumblo:, so that it was impossible to tell whetiier the 
last clause of his speech related to the mermaid or to 
the grog.] 

FsAXE. — Had she a oomb and glass! 
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Cafstin. — Shei had a very apankiDg toi^tis-Bliell 
comb in her vsatfaer hand, but the denc« a glass had 
she; hovBomdever, I hailed hor, and 'quired if nbe 
WDold have a glass. 

Fjum.— A looting-glHS, ehl 

Oafsiui. — No, hf the Boyal George, a glosa of grog ! 
A loaking-^^laasl Dowse yora jav there j no, hj the 
hookey, a ^tuBS of double grog ! 

Feaxx. — And how did she take your ofiert 

CxPtais. — How did she take it ! why like a round 
top's-maDj she put it to her lipa, and bolted it ^ 7011 
oonld say Jack BobinBon, and gave me a salato into 
the bargain. 

Fbask. — A kiasl Oh, how nice 1 

OAfBTAir.~It WOT nice; by my taffi^il but it ww 
nice I A rigglar broadside of a kiss. 

Fkaks. — Bather fishy, I s'poae. 

CArffTAN. — Why, there now ! Kever he-ard the like 
of that ere. What a keen cutwater that ere young 
pnnt hava Well, then, Measter £Vank, it woi fishy — 
moetways tiokleiy BO. 

FsAXK, — What else passed t 

Oapstab. — Why she Inwited me to go below and 
see her grotty, sixty &dom deep in the 'Lajitic sea. 
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8 ASVZNTUSES OF FRAKS OGILBT. 

Fbahk. — And yon went, of couree 1 

CapsTiUI. — In oourse, I did no ench thing. Catdi 
me at that. If I had 'cepted her mwitatiou, I ahonld 
never ha' aeed the good ship BiUynuBSn again. So, no, 
I WOT not such a lubber as tiiat oomeB to, neither. 

Feakk.— Why t Oh, do tell me all about it. 

Capstait.— Well, what a keen cutwater that ere 
yonng pnnt has 1 Well, then, if that we maremaJd bad 
'tdoed me below, she would have battened hatches and 
lashed me there. That is how they sarve ahipsbape, 
baadsoms coves like me. [Here Gapetan surveyed 
himself m bis qtology for a mirror, twisting bis &oe 
about in the most grotesque manner.] 

Fbahk. — ^Well, all I bare got to say is this, that if 
a pretty mermaid weie to ask me to go with ber to her 
sea grotto, I would go. 

CAfffTAK. — ^Hal bal bal What a wild slip, what a 
(nronse ohiokl Iiet Messter Frank alone for any mad 
prank — ^he'e the boy to do it. Hal hal bal 

Snob is a sample of the every-day conTersatioDS 
between Capstan and mysel£ I will now introdnoe 
thee, oh reader, more partioukuiy to my aunt Bliys. 
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KT AUST BHYS. 



CHAPTEE II. 



HT ADMT BHTa. 



Mt aimt Bbya was aa tall, atifi^ and apright as a bolt, 
and aa thin aa a farthing rdahlight. Her nose wm 
long and keen, lier lipsf merely two atxipes of ahriTelled 
jl"", her month wide, her chin projecting, her voice 
iras shiill and aharp, her motion odd and eccentric. 
She generally dressed in a long-waisted stuff gown and 
mob-cap, and exactly resembled, in her outward confi- 
guration, the children's toy denominated jmnping-joan. 
Ab she was thus odd with respect to the ontward 
man (qy. woman !), so waa her mind equally eccentric. 
She waa ever bustling about, and prying into every 
thing. Her temper waa violent and irascible. Out- 
waidly, she proEesaed great affection for me; but from 
the first I waa thoroughly convinced she, in her secret 
mind, hated me, and I oitan recalled to mind anndiy 
sly piuohea and digs she waa accuatomed to infiiot 
upon me even in my infancy, and iriien ahe was appi^' 
rently (wrBsmng me. Theee reminisoenoea I cherished 
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10 ABVENTnBBS Of 7BAMK OGILBT. 

witb the greftteat pertinacity, and thereby engendered 
& Bpeciea of dislike to my aunt, which increased with 
my growth. This dislike evinced itself in sondry 
monkey tricks and pliakies Z played her. Sometimee 
I would clip off an ear of her mob-cap; at others, barn 
a hole in tlie toil of her gown with a red-hot poker ; 
then, as though accidentally, tread npon her ooms. 
There was a perpetual anbtgonism between as, and, 
under the maskof peace and love, we were ever oanyii:^ 
on a war of reprisala ^ 

"This mob-cap," said she to me one day, "«wt me 
three shillings and Bixpence." 

"And what is that to met" demanded X 

"Why, the right ear is cut off; it is not worth 
tiro shillings; that ia what it is to you, young actqie- 
grace 1" 

"No mor« scape-grace than yourself, annty," said I; 
" and I wish the other ear was cut oSl" 

My aunt sat down, leant her dhow iqxin her koee^ 
and her ohin npon her haod, and surveyed me with a 
scowl of nga. It a look oould have annihilated mc^ X 
must have been annihilated! yet, nevertheless, sudl 
was the dare-deril charaoter of my mind, that I bottl 
into an outrageous fit of laoghter. 
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n Avtrt Bsn. 11 

" You Isugh now," said As, throng h«e clenobed 
teeth, " the time will come irben you will cry." 

Here I pretended to make a stomble, and trode 
upon her coin. Uttoing a shriek of pain, she aroee 
and flew at ma like a tigress. Snpple as an eel, how- 
evei', I eluded her clntches, and ran out of the room. 

At the outside of the door I encountered my &tlier. 
" Hilloa, Frank," aaid he, " what's the matter! How 
nowV 

" Aontj and I lutre Mien out," aaid I. 

" You had better keep in her good graces, my boy. 
She is a queer fish! Beats a torpedo alt to sticks. Slie 
isanunun togo!" 

Now my fitther entertained the most exaggerated 
notiona of my aunt's sagacity, mingled with a species 
of incipient awe. To uae a very ezpresslTe Scotticiain, 
be evidently thought her not " canny." He was, there- 
fore, perpetually caattoning me against giving her 
offence. She was my maternal aunt, and lineally 
descended from the Garadocs of the rrinoipality, her 
pedigree extending back anterior even to the timea of 
Brate. This mystic origin still farther increased my 
iathei^a respect for her. He himself was the son of a 
marine etore-dealer, and was the child of his own for- 
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tuBM. He wia Bliort and obese: bis t»»^"™ *»« 
entmay diTOted of hair, except a slight 0pP^ ^^o-ve 
the euB. He ma good-humoured and jocai^ «i tfg 
way, and, when pleased, had a peculiar toode o' givi^^ 
jou a poke in the ribs with hia thumb, which P°^e *ag 
BometimeB given with too miich good-will. 
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CHAPTER III. 

A FEW IHINOS PIT TO BK SSOWS. 

Watee continually dropping will, in the couibc of 
time, bore a hole throngli a granite Blab j ho the con- 
tinual blabbing of my aunt, perpetually tUnning things 
into the ear of my &ther to my disparagement, began 
at length to have its intended effect, and he became 
sharp and curt to me. My yams with Capstan were 
onrtailcd, and the facetious digBH)'-the-ribs were changed 
to an oocaaional slap with the rattan. Kow this mode 
of treatment, bo &r fix)m having its intended effect of 
cnrbing my mercurial propensities, acted quite the 
reverae, and I became more audacious than ever. My 
aunt and myself were perpetually in hot water ; the 
larum of her tongue was perpetually resounding, 
waking up the echoes of every occult comer and hole 
in the time-worn building : and my fether was per- 
petually faming and fidgeting- about, grumbling and 
growling like a scalded rhinoceros. 

When I was about twelve years of age, I was sent 
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to school to KD. old pedagogue in Wellclose Square, 
yolept Qideou Salter. He waa an ungainly-built man, 
wore a brown 'wig, and exhibited immense grey wbis- 
ien. Among the pupils was one Bob Sinclair, a 
regular 'wild slip, to whom nothing came amiss. A 
aimilarify of idiosyTkCraay- drew us together, and we 
soon became sworn brothers. I soon initiated biro 
into the secrets of our household matters. 

" So," said Bob to me one day, " old mother Bice is 
etriviiig to put you and thegoremor at loggerheads!" 

" Sure of it," said I. 

" Why then, Frank, my boy, cut the concern." 

"In what way, Bobby, eh)" 

" Go to sea." 

"Howisthattobedone]" said I, prilling up my ears. 

"Ah! ah! You are there, are you]" said Bob, wiuk- 
ingj " leave that to me — 1 know a trick or two worth 
learning." 

No more was said on the subject on the present 
occssioaj but 3iT^^^lnir had unwittingly laid a spark to 
a train of ideas which had long been smouldering in 
my mind. The sea now became the grand arena of my 
wishee; I was perpetual^ brooding over its mysteries 
and its sublimities. 
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The next time I bkw Capstan, of course the &vonrite 
subject 'was started. 

Fba»K.— Oh ! do tell me ftll about the eea. 
Cassus. — Which sea, Measter Frank, 'lAntio, 'Tr»- 
hbuti, or Ball-tick I 
Fbah^— Ail of them. 

Caestam.-— Well, the 'Lantic aow be wexy beav-tl- 
Ail; a hundred league Hide looking-ghua, still and 
shining, my taf&il 1 bat be-ant itl I should say so, a 
big shark dovn below in the clear water, veering about 
and j^tiftH'Tig the ship, thinking to grab a loblolly boy 
&jir his break&at; and th^i we weathw a hiland, a 
gre^ beawtiiiil hUand, lots of wolvolnaee in it^ and 
boweiB of Wenns, and Ingian gals drest in fig-leavee — 
maybap, not even that ere scanty moddity ! Oh, 
Frank, what wonM yoa say to that, «h, my boy) 

F&UTS. — I would be dap in 1^ midst of them before 
you could say Jack Itoblnson. 

Oaxscas, — Ha, htt, ka ! What a cutwater that ere 
pant baTc; by my taSril, but he be a rigglor Barb'iy 
coTBnr! Well, and the bowers of them ere Ingy gals 
be green — oh, be-ant theyi I diould say bo. The 
king's da'tax sticklary soj and the pon-sisB hetad^ 
she be a rigglar Medicine Wenus. 
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Fbaite. — Oh, do tell me her name. 

Capstak. — Hetty-bagB-by 1 

Framk. — Oh, what a horrible n&me I enon^ to give 
one the tooth-ache; it ought to Jae eomething soft, 
sometiuug grsoeful. 

Capotajt. — Can't help that ere, what ia, be. Them 
Ingians be strange coveB. The queen of the Hetions 
wer* called Pom-hairy. She could tosa a glaaa of 
doable grog as well aa any Korth Shields skipper what- 
somderer. 

Frank. — Oh, abonldu't I like to go to that island 
where the pretty girls with the fig-leavea be I Oh, 
shouldn't If 

Oafstah. — ^Well, what a keen cutwater that ere 
pimt hare ; never he-ard the like. 

Frank. — I can only say that I wiH go thera Old 
Rhys and the governor may say what they please, but 
I vjiU go to sea, and that sooner than th^ think fbr. 
Good bye for the night, Oale. ItmSgotosea. [EmL 
Frank. 

Oafstak faolu»J. — ^There be something nnkimmon 
like in that ere oore. He'll make ft spoon, or spile a 
horn. He's a good-un to go, and I like him. The 
old fresh-water galley, Bhys, doeen't like him. She'll 
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bilge him, if abe oan. m sea to that — Pll oareea the 
leak. Look to yooneL^ old motlier Carey, for as Bare 
as 1117 name is Capstan — Caleb G^istan — Fll pour into 
joa a donble-ahotted broadside, leMtways, if you don't 
leave that e|apiint alone. 

[SmtC 
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CHAPTER IV. 

HT COUani WiyiTBED, 

Snt Leolme Ap Bbys, my maternal aixcle, who resided 
in Llandryiiydod GaBfcl^ CaemarvODsliire (of vHch 
more tuton), had an only child, Wi&iired, and aboot 
this period ahe arrived on a yiait to my &ther. I had 
never yet seen my cousin, but had heard mnoh about 
her ; and no sooner did I hear of her approaching 
advent, than I vaa on the tenterhooks of expectation, 
and drew variona pictures of her in my mind's ey& 
I, of course, made Bob Sinclair aware of the matter, 
and many were the conversations we held on the 
matter. 

" m bet (dxpence," said Bob. " she's a short punchy 
a&ir, like the governor." 

"I would not advise you to come that kind of lingo 
too strong,'' aaid I, tather nettled. 

" Or tall and lank, like the govemante," continued 
Bob. 
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"Mach more likely that she is aa beantlful aa a mer- 
maid, aod as graceAil as an TthHuti princess," said I. 

Bob burst into an nproarioiiB fit of Saughter, wMcb 
for a long time precluded bim &om speaking; at 
lengtb be said — 

"Well, old Prank, if Misa Winifred is like a mer- 
maid, or an Indian princess, sbe is a beauty indeed, 
and witbout paint The one boasts fishy eyes and 
green hair, the other » complexion the ooloor of a 
sweep's soot-bag," 

" Well, Mister Sindair," said I, savagely, " tbifl is 
too much of a good thing. Ad ounce of banter is 
well enough now and then, when applied in the proper 
quarter — it 's oat of place here. Good morning, Bir." 

1 entered precipitately our dtting-rooto, where my 
lather and aunt were sitting cozily on each side of the 
fire-plaoe. 

" How now, Frank," said my father, " what mare's 
neet are yon after 1 You look as wild as a mad monkey." 

" He must curtail his ridiculons propensities when 
Winifred comes," said my annt, astutely. 

" May be I may, may be I may not," said I, dog- 
gedly; "there seems to be a great fnss made in all 
quarters about this Winifred." 

2 
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" She is a. cleror, semible girl," Bud my father, " and 
deservM it." 

"And aot a hammscanim ac^>e-graoe like Fnnk," 
chiined in my aunt. 

" Or a long, stiff bolt, like aimty," Raid I. 

"Let her be what abe may — ^b; 8t George, but 
here she ia," aaid my fitther, and mj eauan Winifred 
entered 

"Friends all," said ebe; and as she spoke, her roqr 
cotintenanoemeltedintoinnnmerable dimples; "friends, 
how d'ye do)" 

Her blue eyea glanced about merrily, and her teeth 
shone like poliahed ivory through her parti^y-ported 
lips. 

My father and aunt fondly kissed her, and I ap- 
proached, right willingly, to fertoem the same (eat 

She stepped back, gazed npcm me quite demurely, 
and th^i said, "Who is this in the rough tatpanlin 
coat, staring at me bo impudently!" 

"Ob, you arethere^ are yon!" saidl,in high dud- 
geon ; " not at all impudent — coat made by Capstan.'" 

"Then all I have got to say is this," said Winifred, 
" that Capstan, whoever he may b^ ought to be soundly 
whipped for not knowing his trada" 



c. Google 



31 

" Winifred, dear," said id; fiither, " that rough slip 
is nottung more or lesa than your oontdn Frank." 

Blie bent her bright eyes Aill upon me. "WeU," 
said she, after a small apacej "I heard he was an 
oddity, but he ia mnch more odd than I expected." 

" I tell ye what it is, all of ye, you are in a rile 
confederacy against me 1 Frank is odd, and Frank ia a 
soape-grace, and Frank ia this, and Frank is that : 
Hiss Winn is as bad as the net Ckpetan may be a 
bad tailor, but he ia a good man, worth the whole lot 
of ye!" So saying, I tnmed about and left the room. 

Such was the first interview I had with my cousin 
VTinifred — she who was destined to have such a marked 
inflnenoe on my foture foitnnee. 

I hastened off to Oapstan, my last resource in all my 
triala and difficulties. 

" You look rather blue," said Capstan. 

" Winifred ia come,' said L 

" That ought to make you as sprack sa a young id.- 
phin. In the downs kase a pretty gal has cast anchor ! 
Well, I never 1" 

" She called me odd and impudent, and said you 
were a bad tailor." 
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" Sbe was not more thtm a. point out of her reck<m- 
ing," said CapstaiL " Ha, ba, hal" 

" It 18 all very fine and very well," said L 

" Now, rraok, my boy, do not let your pipe be put 
out kaae a pretty gal let ber tongue lark a bit 1" 

"She is not pretty," said I, indignantly; "ahe ia 
fireckled, and has red hair." [Now I may as well re- 
mark here, that Winifred had aabnm Hair of the 
richest dye, and the most minnte gaze coold only dis- 
cover three amall freckles, wbicb served to set off the 
marrellouB whiteness of her skin.] 

" ril bet a Mexican specie sbip to a Ihmkirk fisher's 
smack, that yon will be over bead and eais in love 
with that ere gal afore next quarter day." 

" Done," s^d I, striking my band against the broad 
homy palm of Capstan, and reatored to good-humour 
by the oddity of tlie wager; "Done," said I, and 
with a hop-step-and-jnmp I left the old salt to his 
meditations. 
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CHAPTER V. 

KATTEBB OF NZITHEB HOMXNT OB WXIQHT. 

Nov I do not know hov it came to pas^ bnt bo it was, 
that on the morrow I had thrown oSmj tarpaulin dreas, 
and entered the breakiiurt parlour in a niloi^B jacket, 
waistcoat, and white tronser^ a black neckdoth tied 
jaantCy^ round mj throat, and a white straw hat, 
banded with a broad bine ribbon, stuck knowingly on 
my head. 

" Upon my word," aaid my lather, giving me a poke 
in the Tibe, " Frank is as smart as a scraped carrot." 

" Bather like a monkey dreoaedup for a village foir," 
Bud my aunt, with a sneer. 

" And you, aunty, like the old harridan with the 
long whip, who makes the aforesaid monkey perform 
his antics. Ah, aunty, is the bolt well shot, eh!" 

Mrs. Hhys looked as black as a thundercloud, but 
said nothing. 

Here Winifred, who had been snrTeying me with a 
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Berio-oomic expresaioii, aroae, bade me good morning 
and profiered me her baud. All mj resentment 
yaniahed in an instant. I clafiped the fair hand so 
fnnkly off^^d in mine : it was marvellouBl;^ vhit« 
and S0& The next moment ve were seated aide by 
ude on the B0&. 

My aunt enrvejed as with a acowl, bat still remained 
silent. 

" Fian^" aaid my oonsin, "are yua fond of streams, 
and mountains, and glenst" 

" VCTy," said 1, laconically, 

" Then yon moBt come to Uandiynydod Castile; my 
&ther will be pleased to see yoo." 

" Are there anymennaida in the stieamsJ" inquired 
I, with maob simplicity. 

" I never saw any," said Winifred; "bat there may 
be twenty, for all I can telL" 

' Then 111 come down t^ere," sud I, with energy. 

"Yon seem to have a penchant &r mermaid^" said 
Wioi&ed, with one of her comic amilea. - 

" And why not)" said I. 

" I cannot say why yoa shonld not^" said Winifred, 
" only I cannot see any very great sense displayed in 
falling in love with a fiah 1 " 



l;. GOO(^l(J 



■ATTXBS OF JMTmil MOKBHT OB WBIGHT. S5 

"This ia CapsUn's doisgB," aald mjannt; "he has 
made the hoj a finiehed fooll" 

" Then there are a biace of finished fooLs in the 
honae,"! eatd L 

" Do yon allow thist" aaid m^ uint^ with a sooiri d 
raga, addresmng my fiither. 

"Fnak," said he, "l^iis is too bad: instantly ask 
pardon for your offeu.ce." 

" My aunt threw the first ittoie," Hud I, and with- 
out Airther altercation I abruptly left Hm room. 

On the quay I ran agaiiist Bob Sinclair. 

" What a deace of a htmy yon are in," said be; 
" why your hair stands on end I have yon seen a 
ghoBtr 

"The old govemante and myself have been at it 
hammer and tongs." 

"What a fool yoa most be to stand it!" said 
Sinclair. 

"What can I dol" inqnired I. 

"What can yon do!" said be. "What can you dot 
What con a lad of spirit do, bat go to sea!" 

"Howl" said I. 

"Where there is a wiU there is a way," sud Bobj 
"leavB ^kat to me." 
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" And CapBtonl" 

"No, no," said Bob, "not a word to Capstanj that 
old salt wonld most certainly mar our plot. "So, no, 
not a word to Capstan." 

Nothing more passed at this time, and we separated. 
Sinclair was short and thick, with a broad conntenanoe 
and bull neck. His arms were long and of great 
BtreugtL His eyes and hair were black, and bis 
demeanour auoonatrained and reokless. 
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Aftsr SJMJa ir had departed, my coanu Wini&ed, with 

the lightoesB of a &wn, tripped ap to me as I paraded 

up and down the qnay. 

"Frsnk," uid she, "yon did not behave well at 

break&at" 

" In vhat respect, my &ir cooant" 

" Yon called atmt a fool t" 

" And did I not speak the trath!" 

" The troth ia not to be spoken at all times." 

" That is at least an old saw, bat not a wise one. 

My name is Frank — ^m^ nature onght to be finuk 

too." 

" Frank," said Wini&ed, with mnoh simplicity, " I 

like you, and wonld wish to sorre you." 
" And, Winifred, I like yon," 
" From this time, then, let ub be tdlies." 
" Agreed," said L We then clenched the treaty by 

ft heazty "balring of hn-nila i 



c. Google 



28 AOTBNTUBS 07 F&AHK OQILBT. 

In the rear <^ the quay, and separated from it by a 
narrow, ill-paved street, an old-&shioned honse lifted 
its quaint front The walla were, for the mort part) 
oomposed of wattle and daabj and the second floor 
projected at least two feet over the basement. The 
windows were coeval with the building, and the panes 
of glass cut diamond &shion. In front and on the 
second floor was a large window, which oommanded 
a view of onr quay, Capstan's look-ont, and a large 
reach of the river. This was the abode of Bob Sinclair 
and his respected father. At the very moment Wini- 
fred and mjrself had ratified onr treaty of alliance, 1 
accidentally cast my eyes npwarde, and, to my asto- 
nishment, I saw my aunt and Bob peering down upon 
us with a kind of half-sneering laugh. On seeing me 
look up they precipitately withdrew. 

On more than one occasion I had observed a kind 
of secret nnderstanding between Sinclair and my aont. 
Tbej were most assuredly often in communication with 
each other, which was carried on fiirtively. To all 
^tpearance Bob was free, open, and rollicking, but 
I b^jan to suspect he played an assumed part j still 
I could not prevail upon myself to cut my old friend. 
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and, in spite of my better selj^ he Btill oontinoed to 
worm hiioBelf into all my aeoreta. 

One day I entered the dwelling of Binclur, and 
piiTily ascended the staircaee, as was sometimefl my 
(nutcHn. I crept stealthily to the door of the sitting 
apartmffiib and peeped in. Bob was not there, but 
my annt and AEr. Sinclair were. They were seated 
on the window-Beat, apparently engaged in setions 
oimraraa. 

Ur. Sinclair might be about eixbj years of aga He 
dressed in rather a dandified style, with a high shirt 
ooUar and Heeaian boots. He was a complete Cockney, 
and had seldom been out of the sotmd of Bow bells. 
In manner, he was bustling and fidgety. So one 
knew for a certainty what was his exact occupation ; 
all that transpired was, that be was a constant atten- 
dant at mook auctioiiB, and occasionally advertised 
himself as "Abraham Sinclair, Esq., writer, and dis* 
entangler of confused acoonnts." In manner, be was 
sleek, and in speech, fawning. He always pat me in 
mind of a cat courting yoor notice by robbing against 
year legs and pairing about you. 

" I am certain Bob will do his best to aid our plan," 
said JSi. Sinclair. 
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" He is BQ acute lad," nplud my anat, " and leads 
Awn [liere abe pointed tovaids onr dw«llmg vith her 
' thumb] by the nose." 

"And Capstan, vhkt of bimt" 

" He is a muddle-headed old fooL He csn be ma- 
naged eaeily. I know a way to hoodwink him," 
T^tlied my annt. 

"And OiegiTl)" 

" That is a breaker Ek-bead. Yon see I am getting 
quite nautical in my pbrases. Well, the girl [here 
my annt leaned musingly ou her baud] ; we must pro- 
ceed to work cautiously in that quarter." 

" Bob is a clever lad," said Mr. Sinclair, " and a 
handsoma We must throw him headlong at the 
girl,ehr 

I know not how it was, but no sooner had I heard 
the last words uttered than I felt as though I had 
been struck a rough and heavy blow. I felt no desire 
to listen longer, bat turned ronnd and crept down 
stairs. 

I hastened to Capstan and related what I had heard. 
The old veteran, as was bis custom in cases of per- 
plexily, shut up his wall eye, and bent bis bead to- 
wards the right Hhoulder, After remaining in this 
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positioii & conaidrarable time, he gave hie thi^ a heart; 
amack, and epoke as follows : — 

" Well, this beats Banagher by a knot and a half. 
I can't come-sttimble it — rigglar piiata all o' 'em. 
HowBomderer, I'll let 'em know that they will not , 
come the double over me no eaaily aa they think ! " 

" And, Capstan, what think ye of throwing Bob at 
Winifredr 

" Why, it wonld be a heavy weight, and woald give 
a heavy blow — mayhap, capaze the gaL" 

" They meant that be should pay his addresses to 
her." 

" Oh I aye ! said Capstan, " I see it-r-my head be aa 
thi<± as a frigate's binnade — I see it. But what is 
that to yon, Measter Frankl" 

" Why, I should not half like it" 

" Hand over my Dutch fiahei's smack, which I 
have fiurly won; for I see yon be in love with the 
ffl Winifred — my wager ifi wonl hand over! quick," 
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CHAPTER VII. 

BUXTDBT UATTBBB WHICH HAT, OB HAT MOT, BE 
WOBTH KNOWHra 

WcnntED stayed wHh oa about three weeke, during 
wUch time we giew mBepaisble. My &ther, as we 
lounged about togetlier, smiled upon as, and mj aunt 
frowned. Capstan grinned, slapped hie thigh, and 
demanded the Dntoh fisher'a smack, which, he said, 
be had fUrly won. 

I had been paying a ymt to my one-eyed crony, 
and was sanntering along the quay, when I heard a 
mnimnring of Toicea, apparently proceeding &om that 
side neeieet the Thames. Frooeeding in that direction, 
I saw, close to the water's edge, in close coniab Bob 
Sinclair and Winifred. They were too distant fi» 
me to oTerhear what they said, bat it was eriden^ 
of great interest to the speakers. I was astounded at 
the oiroamstanoe, and my heart feH as though tnmed 
to ioe. What eould be the purport of this secret is- 
terviewt I eagerly listened, bat could hear nothing 
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ddstiiiotl;^, although I most assoredly bncied I heard 
mj own name prononnoed. At length, on the ap- 
proach of a punt with a pair of sculls, the^ hurriedly 
separated. 

I was still musing on the late occnirence, vhen 
Wini&ed approached me. She seemed not to posseaa 
her nsnal gaiety and lightness c^ spirit, neither did 
she greet me vith her acoustomed warmth. I like- 
wise felt a certain constraint, and a cload obscnied 
the sBnehine of mj heart. Each of xia appearsd la- 
boiuing under some indefinite mistrust How many 
hoars of future woe and misery might have been 
avoided had we on that oocasion entered into a free 
and hearty edaireistement! To oor misfortune, how- 
ever, it did not then take place. A blundering attempt 
or two was made by each of us to bring it on, which 
only served to eetrange us mora and more from each 
other, and when we sepaiated, we separated in actoal 
dndgeon. 

Oft the morrow Winifred departed. A cold good- 
bye was all she uttered, bet I observed, and I thought 
much of it afterwards, that she was pale and agitated : 
the tears trembled in her ^es, and her little hand 
felt as cold as ice. I myself was not much better, and 

D 
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for manj' days I moped about like one who vaa seek- 
ing a lost tressnre. Tainly did Bob Sinclair banter 
m^ Capstan laugh at me, my aimt sne^r at me, and 
my father poke me repeatedly in the ribs — I was still 
sad, and my dolour remained unmitigated. 

" FraiiTt," said Bob to me one day, "what an 
ass yott are making of yourself moping about like 
a hen with the pip— folk say you are in Iotb, old 
chap, eh!" 

" And what is that to you)" demanded I (for any 
allusion of that kind &om him was particularly sore 
tome.) 

" Nothing particular," said he with the utmost non- 
ckalance; " but. Lord bless us, how red you look — ^red 
as a Turkey-cock'— -what nowl I'll bet sixpeace you 
are in lovo — ehl" 

" I can take much from you. Bob i but 1 would 
not advise you to go too tax 1" 

" Well, well," said Bob, who seemed to take a 
malicious pleasure in tickling the raw, " there is no- 
thing Tcry (nitre iu the mattery love is love, and there 
is an end of the matter." 

" And people can make love by iha water-side," 
. Mid I, with a jealous scowL 
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" In course tliey can," aaid Bob laugliiiig; "can't 
be a better place." 

" What are yOti laughing at! " said I, getting more 
aud more enraged. 

" At an^tliiiig, and eyeiytlung," said Bob. 

I had evidently placed myself in a felse posititm; 
I was extremely angry, and yot there was no Ul- 
timate object on which to obtrude my anger. I 
mi^t be compared to a wayward urchin pouting in 
a oomer. Bob was plainly ei^oyiug my perplexity, 
and latighiug at me. There I stood silent, and glaring 
furiously upon him. 

"How now, Ftankl" said be. "Why this outre 
look } Are you about to transform me into a petri- 
faction like another (}orgon)" 

"Who are you calling Qurgonl" said I, rushing 
iiirionaly forward, glad that I had found some salient 
point, however minute, on which to hang my peut-up 
rage, " who are you calling Qorgon)" 

" Nobody," said Bob, calm and imperturbable. 

" It is ^Ise," shouted I — " false as belli" 

" Be quiet, Frank ; do not make a fool of thysell" 

" I will make a fool of myself, if I please," said I. 

" Well," sud Bol^ " I make it a rule never to 
d2 
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interfere with people's tastes; people may chew gar- 
lick, or the cud of resentment, from six in tbe 
monmig till six in the erening, if it like them — 
it 's all one to me. I see now that you are angry 1 
Good-bye, Frank ; yon will be in a better humour to- 
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CHAPTER Vril. 

TRASK LEAVES HOKB. 



I WAS not in a better humour on the morrow. I waa 
Bonr, discontented, uid out of sortB. I bad qnorreUed 
with Winifred — I had qaarrelled with Bob — I bad 
quarrelled with my aunt — I had quarrelled with my 
&ther — I had qaarrelled with all the world, except 
Capstan, Him I aought, but oould not find, he had 
juBt luled on board one of my father's smacks for 
Xreland. My last prop was thus, as it were, knocked 
from under me. I was like a ship without a rudder, 
teased here and there at the wild will of the wind and 
wBvea. If I oould have seen him he mi^t have 
soothed dowa my ragged temper, and have prevailed 
upon me to forego the fiital plan I had resolved 
upon, namely, to quit my home, Heek the Welsh 
monDtains, see Winifred ones more, and then go to 
sea. The more I oonndered this plan, the more 
feasible it appeared ; tiie greater hold it took on my 
adventurons and romantio mind. The naval stories 
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and l^euds au asddnously instilled iato mj mind by 
Capstan also had no small influence on my determi- 
nation. I longed to aee the green isles of the ocean, 
the mermaids, and other mystic deiuaens of the deep 
sea. Without any misgivings, then, but rather with 
hope and gladness of heart, I fiirtively left my home, 
and sped swiftly onwards. 

The morning had just broke as I cmmnenoed my 
adveuturoos journey, and the streets were thinly 
peopled. A few mechanics, passing on to their hebdo- 
madal labour — a few houseless wanderers, principally 
females, pale and bedragelled — and here and there a 
stray aweep'^were all who had yet made their ap- 
pearance. The sun had not yet surmounted the 
housa-tops, and the fog hung lazily in dank folds 
around. A few ohimneya spouted forth heavy co- 
lumns of thick, black smoke; and here and there 
a milkman wended along with his t^lnnlriiig pails. 
Gradually, however, swarms of people issued forth 
from every comer, oourt, blind alley, and street j the 
shopmen opened the shutters of their respective enL- 
poriums; the cabs and omnibusees began to rattle 
along the streets, crossing and recrossing one another 
in all directions. A mighty hubbub and roar per- 
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vaded the Tast human ocean around, and finally, up 
rose tile sun and peeped &intlj througli the dense 
mass of amoke and. tog, reaemblmg a huge globe of 
red, Inrid fire. 

Tlirougb the newly-Awakened maae I wended, tack- 
ing and gliding througli the iatersticee of the orowd 
like an eeL I continued to presd forward at the very 
top of my speed, expecting every minute to see my 
&ther or some of his myrmidons at my heels, for 
many hours I continued thuB to speed along : still there 
was nothing around me but buzzing multitudes and 
lofty hoowtk Hod I lost my wayl I bf^;tui seriouely 
to fear I had done so. With some trepidation in my 
manner, I, after some hesitation, asked a demure-look- 
ing feUow, lonnging against a etroet comer, if I was 
going right for Hyde Fark Comer 1 "All right," 
shouted the fellow, putting his tongae in his cheek, 
" go down that ere court, then turn to the rigtit, then 
to the left, then go straight fbrrard, then to the right 
again, then to the left, then the second turning on the 
leA, and there you are." I followed to the veiy letter 
the direotione so volubly given, and fbund myself in a 
snail paved court without a thorough&re. I could 
neither move to the right, or to the lefl^ or go straight* 
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forwards. I gazed about me ia great perplexity, imd 
at length came to the condugioii tbat I had been made 
the sport of some merry vag. The inmatea of the 
court now began to isane &om their dwellings, or 
rather wigwams, for they were bnt little better, and 
to cluster around me. They were all dirty and ragged, 
and their uncombed locks started up here and there as 
though they beheld some uncommon phenomenon. 
Perceiving I had got into siuiBtet quarters, I took to 
my heels, a^d was followed by the whole poate, shout- 
ing and yelling a&w ma Two or three overtook me^ 
with whom I was compelled to engage in combat, I 
was strong and alert, and laid about me like a veritable 
Trojan. I overturned two, and the third snatching 
off my bat, ran away with it. I again resumed my 
flight, and at length emerged into the broad street 
from which I had divet^ged, bareheaded and with a 
bloody nose. My old friend was stUl leaning against 
the wall, and when he saw me, he pat his tongue m 
his cheek and leered upon me. Furious with anger, I 
picked up a decent-sized stone, and hurled it at him 
with all my might. It took effect about the regi<m of 
the mouth, and must have dislodged two or three 
grinders. He gaied wildly about him as the well- 
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aimed nuBsiTe rattled agaioBt Iiia iroatispieoe, aad I 
firmly believe he wonld have toppled down headlong, 
if it had not have been for his prop, the «ftll. Takisg 
advantage of hie amazed state, I wended onwards, and 
soon left him &r behind. The streets now b^an to 
amime a better and more genteel appearance, and I 
VBB evidently approaching the &r-famed Weet-Bkid. 
I did not again ventore to inqnire my way, bat, whether 
right or wrong, I preased swiMy onward. My flurried 
^ipearano^ hatleee, and my foce smeared with blood, 
attracted too mnoh notice, and I turned into a hatter's 
shop, bonght me a natty cap, and washed my face at 
the first pump I came to, and then travelled mnoh more 
at my ease. 

At length, after veering hither and thither, and 
traversing at least two-thirda of the metropolis, I 
arrived at Hyde Park Comer, jaded and tired. I 
entered into the park, and sat down on one of the 
benchee to rest myself for a spacer and now, 'for the 
first time in my life, I saw the genuine green of nature. 
It was spring, the trees had just put forth their glosqr 
umbrage, as yet nncontaminated with the smoke of 
the city. The sight to me was novel and pleasing. 
Crowds of rosy children, too, sported and rolled about 
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in the grass, attfiring wild shouts of meiriment. I 
gazed with delight on the pleaaing scene ; my spirits, 
which had been depressed, rose light and buoyant, and 
my wearied body, in sympathy, threw off all heaTiness 
and languor, and I again bounded onward. 

For sereial days I passed along without any adven- 
tare worth recording happening to me. However, my 
stock of money, which was not very large when T left 
home, "grew small by dt^rees and beautifully less," 
and when I arrived on the bordeis of Olamorganshire 
I had bnt five shillings in my pocket, and bad still 
many miles to travel ere I arrived at the castle of Sir 
Leoliue, my tmole. I was obliged, therefore, to put 
myself on short rations, and to take np my lodgings in 
barns, or any epeoiea of outhouse which fell in my way. 
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CHAPTER IX 



It was eTttimg wboi I entered a solitaiy i^en, known 
bj the name of Iilamiadoo. It was long and tortoons, 
and, in some places, not more than eight or ten yards 
wid^ in otiterB, etretching ont to &>rty <x SSy. The . 
hiUs on each Bide were steep and precdpitoos, abooad- 
ing in green knolla of rare beauty ; and here and there, 
iiregolarly placed, peeped forth cottages, the smoke 
from which hung in lazy iblds on the peaks of the 
sharp-pointed crags. A brook ran through the glen, 
sometimes stealing noiselessly along, then meeting with 
some opposing rock, and eddpng around it with noisy 
brawL The sun had just declined beneath the brow 
of the overhanging mountain, and an indiatinot haste 
wrapped all things around and above. It was soltry, 
and the sheep, in irregular groups, were thirstily lap> 
ping HiB cool waters, or reclining in the hollows of the 
bank, lazily chewing their cud& 
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As I WEU mnBiDgly gannteriDg ftloug, adminng the 
great beauty of the Burronnding objects, I noticed a 
thin volume of smoke curling amid the crags to the 
right, apparently proceeding from aome secluded nook 
below. A spur of the cliff just in front of me ehot for- 
-ward till it nearly touched tlie stream, leaving only a 
small narrow slip of m^ed rock rather difficult to pass. 
A fter some difficulty, however, I scnunbled round it, 
by digging my toes and fingers into every alight inden- 
tation and fissure I could see. When I had attained 
my object, I found myself at the entranoe of a very 
narrow glen, bounded by banks proAisely covered with 
fnrze in fnll blossom, intermingled with hollybushes, 
absolutely loaded with tbuir berries of gold. Here 
and there eglaiitinee strayed to the summits of the 
projecting crags, and many of the exposed knolls were 
covered with heather. The glen itself was irregolarly 
formed, gradually opening into a broad expanse of 
green sward, starred with dandelions, then conttactingi 
till the boughs of the incumbent trees actually inter- 
laced overhead. The brook, already mentioned, a small 
space up the valley, formed a moderate sized lak^ pro- 
fosely studded with waterlilies. A little behind this 
lake, and in an indentation in the bank, a small tent 
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was pitched, from wUch iaaned itie meny toBM (J a 
harp. Attracted by the moaic, I approached the spot, 
and saw a man, apparently about sixty yeani of ago, 
seated on a paok-«addle, plying, with right good-wiU, 
his pleasing inatnunenl Sereaal deen' antlera, and 
the implements &x making horn spoony irere thrown 
rather coufiuedly about, and a tolenbly-m^ed stone 
pitcher was placed witiiin reaching distance; On 
seeing me he laid aside his harp, and very courteously 
invited me into hin tent. 

Fleaeed at the adventure I vety willin^y accepted 
hiB invitation. David Morgan (for l^t, I afterwards 
understood] was hia name) ^ras a stoat, lumbering-built 
man, with a bottle-noee, pnrsed-up monl^ wid a dy, 
underiumd expieouon of countenuics. W'jh oomple^ot^ 
was the colour of a half-dried bri<^ his voice harsh 
and grating. 

"Hur seems tired," said he; " will hnr take a seat I" 
Hrae he made room for m« on the pack-saddle^ I sat 
down by him, and was right glad so to do, for I ms 
worn out and weaiy. 

" Bound to the mountains, eh?" 

I uiswered in the affirmative. 

" Glad to hear you say sa Our mountains are of 
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the right sort — ateep and windy — no aham tkere — all 
of the right sort ; a man may be atarved to death there 
and nobody the wiser," 

I looked at htm m amazement, anrprised at hearing 
him make that a sabject of congratnlatioBO. 

"Ever see'd a good mountaint" inquired ha 

" Two days ago I passed over the Skirrid." 

" Hur is a coot mountain, but no great shakes — cold 
and windy in a sort — rather so so." 

" You seem to lay it down as a general rule, that 
cold and wind are the chief qualifications to be son^t 
for in a mountain." 

" In course I do," said he, "as &r aa Welsh moon- 
tains are concerned. Moontains, such aa the Alps, the 
Fyrenees, or the Andes, may be hot or cold, windy or 
calm, I care not a straw for it one way or tb« other. 
Putting one thing against another, what are either, or 
any, of those mountains to Plinlimmon, or Snowdon, 
or Cader Idrisi What areth^l" oontinuedh^pausiug, 
and looking fiercely at ms. 

" Kothing," said I, willing to hnmonr him, " as fiu* 
aa wind is concerned." 

" In oourae not," said be, " by St Tavid, nothing ! 
You are right there, yonngeter; you shall have a glass 
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of metJiegliii I No, no, Andes ia nothing to Snowdon ! 
Her^ drink, yoongBter, drink!" 

Here lie pulled ont of his boaom a horn, holding 
sbont half a pint, which he filled tram Hhe earthen 
pitcher ij his «de. He handed it to me, and, being 
Yerj Hdteby, I drank it off at a golph. It vas moot 
lacy and deliciooB. 

" Capital Btnff I" said I, lunaoking my Upa. 
" Let metht^Iin alone fbr that. What is port or 
claiet to it J" 

" Mere ditch-water !" said I, willing to humour him 
to the top of his bent. 

"Yotmgaterl" exclaimed mine host, " yoa are a coot 
nn, one of the right stamp — half Welsh, 111 warrant — 
no foreigner. Yoa like oar moantains ! Yoa like our 
metheglin I Oh, Cader Idris! Ob, metbeg^, drank out 
of a horn ! What can be set in. comparison with ye f 
Prince Llewellyn drank it, Madoo drank it, Gaiadog 
drank it, all the big uns of yore drank it, I drink it 
(here he tossed off a bom by way of accompaniment), 
yoa drink it." 

" Shall be most happy," said I, " to oblige you ia 
that respect." 

" This horn," said he, viewing and reTiewing it^ " is 
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made on the model of the &moua hiiutmg horn of 
Gjfeliog, whioh held a quaH, and the person who put 
it to his lips vas expected to empty it at a dranght, 
and then to bjow a blaat, to show be bad not flinobed. 
Those were the days of Welab glory ! Only think of 
tossing off a quart of metheglin at a dranght 1 joet 
with the same ease as a yoongster of tbeae days toesea 
off a thimblefiill of brandy ! Oh, what days ! " 

" They mnst have been capital days," said I. 

" And then," continued Morgan, " with six qnarte 
of coot metheglin under the belt, how tbey did jig it 
and prance it to the music of the harp, gliding here, 
sailing there, with anus ar-kimbo, like kings and 
queens. Tour polkas, and yonr gfdlopades, and your 
quadrillee are nothing to it — oh no, nothing — wisby- 
washy and onprofitable. Oh, tbe patter of the Welsh 
feet on the green sward I Drink another bom of 
metheglin — ^that's it, my boy— yon are half Welsh I" 

"The harp is a merry instrument to danoe tol" 

"Ohjun'tit!" saidMoi^an; "ob, bntisu'tlt! Oma 
me the harp before all the rigglar qnadrille bands in 
tlte world I Tbe meny harp I it beats 'exa. all oat and 
out, and tenfold oat The harp is meat, drink, and a 
holiday! A t ho ngand thanks to Prince David, its 
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Oh, Fimce Da-rid 1 oh, metbegliu dr&uk oat of a horn, 
what can be oompued to yet Why, nothing; by St 
Winifred, nothing. It beats all things and eveiTthing 
to whips." 

" You speak ao highly of the harp, my good hocst, that 
I would thank yon to give me a tune on it." 

" Willingly, youngster; a right sensible requeat, and 
I commend you for it. I will give you a pretty bit of 
stu^ Welsh all over, soft and coot; oh, isn't iti I 
should Bay bo." Here he grasped his instrument, and 
after a slight prelude, gave me " Poor Mitiy Anne," 
with variations. He played with much vigour, but 
Uttle sweetness or taste. He seemed to be of opinion, 
that the ensenca of music consisted in noise and uproar. 
After rattling away for some time, he put down his 
intttrument with a look of intense self-approbation, and 
gazed upon me evidently expecting praise and com- 
mendation, which I gave him in full measure and 
running over. 

" Sir," said Morgan, " you are a right good judge of 
music — up to all its turnings and windings — know 
when to give meet praise. What music can be com- 
pared to Welsh! I say," continued he, looking fiercely, 
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"what mnsic coa be compared with Welsh} En^ish) 
Pooh! Italian 1 Pooh, again I G«nnan or Spaai^) 
Pooh, again 1 and a tenfold pooh 1 ! Mairovbonee and 
deaveni! tin k^tleal and broken-backed sancepama! 
Don't tell me about Mozart or Handel 1 all eqoeak and 
flununeiy, wiahy-waahy and cui-whiny. Give me 

Welsh music! D ye, I say, give me Welsh 

mofflc !" 

Here our ftirther colloquy was snapped asunder by 
the arrival of such a singular personage, that she 
deserves to be introduced to the reader in a freeh 
diapter. 
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Up the valley and by the baoks of the stream, I saw 
approaohing what I at fint conceived was a young lad 
astride on a donkey. A nearer Burvey, however, con- 
vinced me it was a girl. She was dreeaed in a jacket 
of plaid, a striped woollen petticoat, and round felt hat. 
Her legs and feet were bare. Her countenance was 
broader than it was long, as though it had been squeezed 
in a blacksmith's vice, her ncwe flat, and her mouth 
wide. Her forehead, if she had any, was lost in a 
tbickfit of thick, stubby, black hair, through which 
peeped two large orbed, staring eyes, of a reddish cast, 
as though she bad been engaged in peeling onions. 
The donkey she bestrode was likewise unique in ita 
way. Its body was ahort^ stumpy, and thick ; its mane 
shaggy and ntgged ; its legs short and gouty ; and its 
ears, which were of supernatural longitude, branched 
ont borizontaily from its mallet-sbaped head. The 
picturesque bmte ranged up in front of the tent, and 
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the maiden sprung finin his back with a bound. She 
then turned round, and gave her steed a smart blow 
with her' riding Bwisb, who, taking the proceeding in 
dudgeon, lashed out behind, and gave an heroic bray. 
She then tripped into the tent, bnt seeing me, stood 
stock still, as though spell-bound. After staring at 
me for some oonsideiable time, ahe tamed rotmd to 
Moi^an, and pointed at me with her thumb over her 
right shoulder, apparently demanding by that mnte 
sign the meaning of such an unnsnal occorrenoe. 

" Why, Binny, girl, he is a half-oast^ fond of moun- 
tains, wind, and metheglin, bo I treated him to a glass 
of the right sort, and gave bim ' Poor Mary Anne.' " 

"Oh, yesl" said she, in a shrilly, squeaking voice, 
" 'tis all right, may-be. Not knowing, can't say. Oh, 

. " Hope nothing aint the matter, Binnyl" 

" Oh, yee I 'spose not — metheglin not over plentiAil 

— what's he? Oh, yes!" 

" Wby, foolish girl, there's plenty left, and to eparel" 
" Oh, yes ! 'spose bo. Harp strings cost money — no 

use to play to every monkey. Oh, no! Only sold two 

Bpoona — oh, yea ! " 

" Ah, Binny, your bark is worse than your bite. I 
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know, right weH, you do not begrudge a glass of me- 
theglin, and ' Poor M&iy Anne' ou the harp, though he 
be a foreigner." 

Biony now &oed about, and again stared me fiill in 
the iace. She opened her eyes to their fullest extent, 
the pnpila dosing and dilating in the most singular 
manner. She moved her long, elf-like arms to and fro 
in the most fantsatic mode, strongly reminding me of a 
gnome working out some necromantic spell. 

After reading my &ce for some time, she advanced 
a pace or two, and thus spoke : — 

" A foreign^'! Oh, yes! not so much amias — not 
out of the way, oh, no! crank, and so — so. Foreigner, 
would yon Uke a dance 1" 

" Very much, indeed," said I. 

"That's right, Binnyl" said Morgan. "I knew 
you .would oome tound — ^what tune will you dance 

tor 

" Hob-y deri-dando," said Binny. 

Morgan immediately struck up, and Binny oum- 
menoed i^a.in-i'ng — and it was dancing with a ven- 
geanoe I Never did I see such before or since — if a 
gnome had been dancing, he could not have out more 
odd, eccentric, or grotesque capers and gyrations. — 
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Talk of QrimaJdil why she beat him all to whlpe. 
I thought I should have split my ddes with laughter. 
She twirled hither, jigged there, twisted and ooa- 
torted her body abont in all manner of out-of-the-wav 
postures; she was as lithe and active as a monk^, 
and as slippery as an eel. After whirling and twirl- 
ing and earring to her heart's content, she suddenly 
ceased, and, addressing me, said — 

" Well, foreigner, what say ye to that?" 
" Capital !" said I — " never saw the like before." 
"Good!" said Binny, "I thought as maoh. O, 
yes ! hand orer a copper or two — never do nothing 
for nothing — oh, no!" 

Here I placed in her long skinny hand some half- 
pence. 

" Good," said she, " that will do — all right, oh, yeal" 
" Always looking after the main chancy Binny," 
said Morgan. 

" In course I am ; oh, yea! the main chance won't 
look after met oh, no!" 

" Foreigner," said Moi^n, " you will tarry with us 
till morning ; there is no inn for at least six milec^ 
and the shades of night are closing about ns — yoo 
will tanj with ua for the night." 
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" In course he will," chimed in Binny, " oh, jresl" 

The fire crackled brigbtly, and the tent and me- 
thflglin Bm«lt bo conkfortable, that I consented with- 
out hesitation. 

H7 pallet' was arranged in one comer. It consisted 
of dried fern, over which waa spread a thick drugget. 
Th« oouoh of Morgan and Binnj waa oompoeed of 
Rimilar materials, bat I obaerved, with some sor- 
priae, th&t it was placed between mine and the 
entrance of the tent ; apprehending, however, nothing 
Binister, I made no objection to the u-iangemeat. 
Before retiring to rest, Binny gave ns a Wekh song, 
the burden of which waa " Mantro Owen." She sang 
with mnch comic unction. Her voice waa rough and 
rugged, in &ct, a apedea of scrangh. After the song 
we drank a ronnd of metheglin — then retired to reet, 
and I soon sank into a sound sleep. 

It mi^t be about midnight, when I was awoke hj 
a sort of fistUug noise at the head of my couch. It 
aefflued as though something was scratching and stir- 
ring abont the fern which formed my pillow, I also 
heard the pattering of light footsteps on tlie floor of 
the tent. JSov, for security, I had placed my small 
stock of money under my head, and the fistling 
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appeared to 6xayi nearer and nearer to my concealed 
hoard. When I deposited it in that place, I had 
observed Binnj taking an accurate note of my pro- 
ceedingB. Could it be her now iurti'vely endeavotir- 
ing to abstract Itl I lay still, wishing the affiiit- 
to develope itself more fiilly before proceeding to 
action. Presently a long bony band forcibly grasped 
my throat. In an instant I Bfoimg to my feet, and 
endeavoured with all my might to free myself &om 
my murderous assailant. My efforts were for a long 
time vain, for the would-be assassin clung to me like 
a tiger-cat. At length, in aelf-defenee, I grasped the 
windpipe of my antagonist, and compressed it so 
forcibly, that, uttering a loud scream, she (it was 
Binny) fell prone at my feet, gaspng for breath. 
I now essayed to leave the tent, but was intercepted 
by Morgan, who flourished a large bludgeon in his 
hand. Bendered desperate at the dangers with which 
I y/aa menaced, I dosed with bim, and eogaged in a 
close and desperate struggla He was by far the 
most strong and powerful, I the most lithe and 
active. I gave him two blows for one, but th^i 
one of his waa as good as three of mine. I was 
getting weaker and weaker, and te add to my des- 
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perate Btiait I lieard Binay approaching, and al- 
ready fimded her long talooB again grasping my 
throat. I then determiaed to elude what I could 
not oTercom^ bo slipping down on my knees, I, like 
an eel, wrig^ed myself out of the too strenaous 
embrace of my lather-usready opponent, and spring- 
ing through Uie tentnioor fled into the darkneos of 
night. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

KIOHT ADVENTUBES. 

I FLXW like a Upwjng down the valley. It waa pitch 
daik, aad I could not see a yard before me. Sometimee 
I i-uBlied throngli the watere — Bometimes beat lujraelf 
against the crags, like a bat driTen from hia hiding-- 
place before night-falL Fast, however, as I fled, I heard 
Bomething mshing after me, aiid evidently gtuning 
upon me. It was a quick, gliding, anpematmial rush- 
ing. I knew not what to make of it, it was so strange 
and so unnatoraL There was no ator to be seen — 
no cottage-light— the moon had not risen. The wind 
rushed by in £t^ gusts — all things bore the impreas 
of horror. At length, in my headlong flight, I ran 
fill! butt against the gnarled branch of a holly-tree 
projecting over the pathway and waa thrown prone 
on the ground, uid the next moment a cougeriea of 
long bony talons griped me tightly round the throat. 
I was now at no loss to discover who my pursuer 
waa — it was the gnome-like Binny. No sooner had 
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she grasped my windpipe, than ehe gsre a load and 
shrill hallo, which echoed among the craga like the 
wail of a diaembodied spirit. This wau doubtleaa a 
signal to Moi^n, and his close propinquity was as- 
noonced by the crashing of the branches, as he forced 
himself throagh the nnderwood. Boused to despe- 
ration at my imminent danger, I threw gallantry to 
the wind% and smote Biuny a truculent blow, which 
I followed up by others in rapid successioii. I bad 
just cleared myself of her teuadoua grasp, and slipped 
behind the bole of a large oak, when Morgan, puffing 
like a grampua, arrived. It was so pitch dark that 
he could not see me. He stumbled, however, over 
the prostrate body of Binny. He stooped down, and 
taking her in his arms, spoke to her, but received no 
r^ly : in &ct, my well-aimed blows had cast her 
into a dwam. Apparently alarmed at her insensible 
condition, he lifted her in his arms and bore her in 
the direction of the tent. 

I thought myself exceedingly fortunate in escaping 
with such little scath ; for, though my windpipe was 
stiff and sore, I felt no serious inconvenience. I 
now walked on more leisurely, and soon emerged ftom 
the narrow valley. At this moment I heard some 
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distant cliurcli clock strike oae — a moaatug, melan- 
cholic sound, like the stifled bell of a half-tlirottled 
deer. Soon aiter, a hint gleam of light, gmduall; 
getting brighter, and still brighter, broke over the 
splintered aummit of a lofty hill, or rather moun-^ 
tain, in my &ont; and presently the moon arose, ft 
" crescKit boat" floating in the air. I now advanced 
vith more confidenoe, and found myself ascending 
by a narrow pathway, or rather goat-tmck, a steep 
and ragged acclivity. Hollybushea and stubborn 
brambles bent, in many places, over the winding 
passage, through which I was sometimes obliged to 
force myself by Tnnin strength, to the no small dila- 
pidation of my skin and clothes. A.t length, after 
much labour, I attained the summit, and found my- 
self in a kind of bason covered with stony debris, 
sad sprinkled here aiid there with tall, upright white 
stones, which gl^«d in the moonlight like so many 
spectres. I still walked onwards, every now and then 
stumbling over some loose block of stone in my way. 
The moon had by this time fliUy arisen, and poured 
a flood of light on all surrounding objects, and I 
now found I was blundering and stumbling amid 
the rubbish of innumerable stone-qiuinies which had 
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been hewn, and still were being hewn, or rather 
blown, in the surrounding mountains. Several loud 
reports, like discharges of artillery, now reverberated 
from every part of the valley, and large fragments 
of stone, like twenty-four pound shot^ whistled past 
my ears Scarcely had one dischai^e ceased, ere an- 
other commenced — it was a continual cannonada I 
now fonnd that the quarrymen, takiug advantage 
of night, were engaged in blasting with gunpowder 
the surrounding rocks, and that I had inadvertently 
placed myself in the most imminent danger. Occa- 
sionally the fragments hurtled and clattered arouod 
me like showers of hail. I had cronched down be- 
hind a large upright stone, and the stony shot beat 
against it like grape against the ramparts of a be- 
sieged castle. I expected nothing less than to get 
my head smashed to atoms. A.t length, all at once, 
the astounding harlyburly ceased. '" They are re- 
charging their mines," ^said I, mentally; and, taking 
advantage of the momentary and fortunate lull, I 
sped up the bason with the speed of a lapwing. 
Before, however, I had attained the upper end, the 
discharge recommenced, and several small fragments 
rattled against ma On one occasion I had a mira- 
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cnlouB escape. There was an inunenBe hollow granite 
Btone by the wayside, I ahould iroagitie several tons 
in weight. For a moment T crept into the opening 
of this colossus. A huge piece of stone hnrled firom 
the mine atnick against it, rebounding in fragments. 
It slowly toppled forward — like an harlequin, I sprang 
onward, and cleared the opening, just as it fell over. 
One second later, and I should have been crushed to 

Again I rushed forwards, and soon after left the 
valley of desolaticu l^ a narrow gorge, and got ont 
of the reach of danger. My life was never in greater 
peril than on this occasion, and how I escaped scath- 
lees I cannot imagine. Tlie fragments of rock which 
were hurled past me were, some of them, of mon- 
strous size, and the rush of air caused by their passing 
along with such rapidity almost threw me down. I 
could stiU hear the rattle and crash behind m^ growing 
&inter and &inter as I left them &rther and farther 
behind. I was now involved in steep and abrupt 
precipices, and I had, for the most part, to scramble 
apon my hands and knees. Sometimes, on attaining 
to nearly the top, I slid down again with a heavy 
thud; other acclivities I surmounted, but found my- 
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self no nearer tlie end of my toU than before, for 
another, and probably a higher one nrose before me. 
At length this endless toil began to take effect even 
on my TigcrooB frame, and my eiaewB grew stiff and 
rigid. To add to my perplexity, the miste began 
to arise, and speedily shrouded all things. The moon 
now afforded me no assiatance, as her light was totally 
obscored. I could not see the surrounding objecte, 
but it seemed to me ss though I was on the siunmit 
of a stony and exposed peak, for the winds blew 
foil upon me, piercing throngh my fivgile clothing, 
and making me shiver again. Presently a thick, 
drizzly min b^;an to &11, which speedily drenched 
me to the skin. I still, however, tenaciously held 
on to my stance ; and lucidly fur me I did* so, for 
whmi the morning broke, I found myself on the 
brow of a loflf and perpendicular precipice, and one 
tarwtad step would have carried me over the edge, 
and T must have been killed on the spot. 

I was now brought to a standstill, and looked eagerly 
about me, to the right and to the lelt, in order to dis- 
cover a track or pathway by which I could descend 
&om my perilous position. The sun had not yet folly 
risen, and the mist hung in ^ntastic masses about the 
sides of the precipice, and the points of the crags only 
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emerged here and there, like small islands floating in 
the air. Presently, however, the sun arose above the 
topmost peak, and hia beams slowly stealing down the 
mountain, a rotlisg flood of golden li^t, dispersed the 
mists in all directions, and slowly nuveiled the beauties 
of the glens and valley& It w&B truly a &ii7 scene, a 
scene of enohantment. The foot of the oliff on which 
I, admiring, stood, was now lighted ap, and I saw a 
small narrow glen, and about the middle of this glen 
arose a small, but picturesque cottage, the smoke Irom 
which ascended and curled in fleecy faltb amid the 
snperincumbent crags. The glen wag well stocked 
with small, coarse-wooUed sheep, which were hnaily 
engaged nibbUng the short sweet herbage which grew 
amid the hollows and upon the knolls around. I was 
still gazing in admiration on the scene of enohantment 
before lae, when who should I see enter the ^en 
but Morgan, his donkey, and the gnome Binny. I 
somehow or other had imlnbed an almost auperatitiooB 
dread of that strange being, and no sooner did I cast 
my eyes upon the slowly-moving cavalcade than, heed- 
less of conscquencea, I precipitately retreated, without 
Bcnnd of trumpet or beat of drum, by the way I had 
asoeuded, indeed, the only way which was open to ma 
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CHAPTER XII. 

I ABBITE WITHIK StQHT OF UY UNCLE'S CASTLB. 

iHAOlKDro that Morgan and the gnome were in puraoit 
of me, I hurried along over stocks and stones, and did 
not let the grass grow under my feet. The Wekh 
herdsmen soowled upon mo with the tail of their eyes 
oa 1 tlms sped alon^ and hurkd many an imprecation 
on the intntsiTe Sasonage, , It waa not my policy to 
take qniok offence, ao I sped along without turning to 
my right hand or to my loft. It was night&U by the 
time I hod disentaogbd myself from the hills and pre- 
cipices. I had not taken any saatenance since my 
debauch with Morgan. I was both hangry and weary. 
I had also discovered, to my great diamay, that the 
gnome had, in her midnight attack, subtracted all my 
mooey. I was absi^utely pennHeos in the midst of 
stnmgeis. In my lifo-ondideath straggle with my 
late tenacious assailants my clothes had been torn to 
ribbons, and I was now an UTiiniatftViihl a walking 
searaorow. My shoes were likewise worn firom my 
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feet, and my toes protroded and aquaahed apon the 
ground. In this Bad condition I entered a atiaggling 
village at the foot of a steep mountain. The houses 
were built and intermingled in a strange higgledy- 
piggledy manner, of all shapes and sizes. The street, 
if it could be called a street, was broken into deep 
gullies, anon rising into unseemly hummocks, and 
heapB of garbage were gtrewn about promiscuously. 
All betrayed the Celtic slovenliness of the inhabitants. 
It was the very antipodes of the neat English or Saxon 
Tillage. I know some of the Cambrian antiquarians 
will &11 foul of me for even stating by implication 
that the Welsh are dettcended from the Celts; nerer- 
theless, such Is the undoubted fkct— a &ct which may 
be disputed, but never ovearthrown. As I passed up 
the village, the children pointed and spit at me. Thf^ 
saw I was a Saxon, and the national antipathy bvoke 
forth E^ainst me. My feet were sore, and I could 
hardly walk akmg. I had now reached the na plut 
uUra of weariness ; I conld walk no Airther, and I 
sunk, rather than leaned, upon the stump of a decayed 
oak. 

Scarcely had I so sunk, when a pretty rosy girl, 
about sizteen, dressed in a round Mt hat, short striped 
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jacket, her feet devoid of shoes, but perfectly white, 
bounded from an adjacent cottage, and tripped up to 
the place where I reclined. She gaaed upon me with 
a pitying expreBsion of conntenance. In early youth 
matnal confidence is speedily eatablitihed between the 
opposite sexes. Both ore unused to the world and its 
wiles, both are devoid of guile. A kind word, even a 
kind look, will then prove effective. So it chwiced on 
the present occasion. A mutual glance, the inter- 
change of a single expression, was sufSoient. She in- 
vited me into the neighbouring cottage for awhile, and 
I gladly accepted the invitation. Her mother, a staid 
matron, neatly dressed, was seated before a minted 
wood and peat fire cheiishing her kneee^ and I was 
speedily ensconced on the opposite code of the fire-place, 
engaged in the same occupation. The little Hebe 
who had introduoed me to such comfortable quarters 
now opened a side door, and I saw a small black cow 
in an attjoining apartment, chewing bo^ her own cud 
and also the end of reflection, if I could judge fi-om her 
demure look& Hy entertainer reached dawn a white 
wooden bowl &om an adjacent shelf, and immediately 
ctHnmenoed the to me grateful operation of milking. 
The white frothing milk guigled fortli; the cow was 
F 2 
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likewise pkaeed, for she uttered a long low, low, uid 
licked the white foidiead of the milker. The bowl 
being now tnll, she tripped lightly back again, placed 
the milk before me on a small deal table, flanked with 
some bailey and rye bread. I speedily eefc to, and 
never made a more delidouB meal in my life ; for at 
least half an hour it was one entire round of good aub- 
stantitd eating, withont a flaw or pause. The maid 
and matron gazed upon me with evident admiration, 
oceadonally Wking at one another with arch smiles. 
At length I flnished my nevN^to-be-forgotten dd>auch, 
and, leaning back in my chair, gave a long and profound 
pech of satisfaction. 

" It is delicious milk," aaid I. 

" None better in the Prindpality," said the matron. 

" Because," chimed in the Hebe, "Orumbie, Ood bless 
her, won't eat anything but the thyme and white clover 
of the hills. A dainty hussy is iSiea Orumbie." 

" Crumble," continued the matron, " would starve 
in a Saxon meadow, the coarse herbage would oE^d 
her palate, even the white clover would be too rank 
for her." 

" Hard times," said the Hebe, " once compelled us to 
part with Orumbie, and many a tear I shed at that sad 
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parting. She was taken away into Sasonage land, and 
placed in the choicest paddock in the country. One 
morning on getting np, who should J see but my lost 
Crumbie. She had broken out of the paddock i& 
which she had been pastured, and over hill and dole 
had found her way homa We would not part with 
her any more. We sold our bed, our all, and we 
retained our Crumbie, and we will never part with 
her again." 

Here Cmmbie looked out from her lair, and gazed 
upon us with her large, melancholic eyes. 

" Poor Crumlne knows we are talking about her," 
aaid the matron. " She ia as wise as a Christian, and 
knows this from that ae well aa here and there one." 

I atill continued to tat before the cheering fire of 
my kind hostess — I waa loath to leave it The blood 
now circulated freely in my veins, and an agi-eeable 
warmth permeated my whole fitune. The winds 
roared without, and the rain pattered against the 
window-panee. I oast many an anxious glance at the 
crib of Cmmbie. It was full of soft hay, and would 
afford a most delicious couch, especially when com- 
pared with the flinty quarters of the preceding night. 
I over and over again made w^ my mind to solicit 
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permisaion to reet in tiiat cozy nook, bnt after ex- 
peiiencmg eo muiy favoura, I felt ehajiie in asking 
for more. At length the little Hebe saw to what 
quarter my anxious glances were directed, and, with 
the quickness of female perceiition, saw what I would 
be at. 

" You would wiah to sleep in that crib, foreignerl " 
said she ; " a nice crib it is, and Crumbie'a breath is 
like violets." 

" I should," said I, laconically, bnt heartily. 

" You shall thon^-oh, mother)" 

" Certainly, my dear, and I am Sony I have not 
better quarters to offer him." 

I returned my thanks, and retired for the night — 
I was tired ont and drowsy, I threw myself head- 
long into my fragrant couch, and was fast asleep ere 
my head touched the ground. Morning was fitr ad- 
vanced when I awoke, the sun shone in through the 
crevices of my apartment, and the little Hebe was 
milking Onmbie, at the same time singing a low but 
sweetly modulated song. It was like the mnnunr of 
an .^lolian harp. I lay still for some time, listening 
to the swelling and then dying cadence. At IraigtJi 
she finislied her task and her song at the same time. 
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I then ai-oee, and entered the aitting-room. They 
forced me, hoverer, nothing loath, to partake of a 
second edition of milk and barley and rye bread, 
and then, with many and heartfelt thanks, I took my 
leave of my hospitable entertainers, and sped on 
my way. 

I soon left the Tillage behind, and commenced 
-wending my way up a sealnded valley. It was 
thickly studded with daisies, dandeliona, and inter- 
mingled with white and red clover j and the ctiSs 
or heights on each aide were profusely over-run with 
wild thym«^ which threw an aromatic fragrance all 
around. The valley now became more abrupt, and 
soon broke into a steep, precipitous aseent. On reach- 
ing the Bommit, I saw before me a barren, desolate 
hill in the form of a cone, and on the summit of 
this hill a wild and quaint-looking castellated build- 
ii^. It was Uandrynydod Casbl^ the object of my 
eccentric journey. 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

MT UNCLE ASD HIH CABTI.E. 

Bbfqke, howeTer, ajTiTing at this castle, I had a 
tortuous rarine to threftd, opening here and there 
into small green paddockB, thickly stocked with 
coarse-wooUed sheep, having long, undocbed tails. 
They were of dwarGsh growth, and wild as antelopes. 
As I ascended higher, and still h^her, I saw a tall, 
robust-looking personage passing in review one of 
those flocks before him, attended by a rough, shaggy 
dog. He was dressed in a rough, much-worn brown 
coat,, knee-breeches, and grey, knitted worsted stock- 
ings. N'otwithfftandii^ however, his mean drees, he 
possessed a sort of aristocratic air, and was evidently 
not one of the oi poUoi. The d<^ seemed perfectly 
to nnderstand every word and every motion of bis 
master, and glanced about like a flash of lightning. 
The sheep setoued to know master and dog, and gazed 
quietly upon them as they passed along. With the 
intention of addressing the stranger, I advanced to- 
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■wtitda him, but, vith a ropulaiTe look and gesture, 
be motioned me awny. I, according];, again pro- 
ceeded onwarde, and soon the Castle of Llaodi7n}'dod 
aroee before me in all its quaint proportionB. 

At the sommit of the steep, stony track I pur- 
soed appeared a huge keep and barbican. It was 
DOW partially in mina, throuf^ which a narrow path- 
way was cut, the broken fragmente on each aide 
being covered with docks and long rank gnus. Ad- 
vancing along thia track, I soon passed under a lofty 
archway, black wijih age, and entered a pa'ved qoad- 
raogle, the interaticee between the blocks of stone 
affording verge enongh for thistlee and couch to rear 
their obnoxiona heada. The right wing was in rnins ; 
the left partially entire, but cockered up here and 
there with modern applionoes, causing it to asanoie 
a stiange motley and piehald appearance. I advanced 
to the door, which was evidently more modem than 
the posts and- lintel, and, in default of a knotier, 
banged away vpon it with my knuckles as hard aa 
I could. I, however, banged in vain — no one appeared. 
I then kicked it with increasing vehemence — still no 
response. T then pushed it — ^it slowly revolved on its 
hingas, and revealed to view a long dusky passage. I 
was uatuially Of an adventurous spirit, ao I boldly ad- 
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vanoed, with a iride-avake glonoe. At the end of 
the passage there vob another door, the latch of 
which I boldly lilted, and passed in. An old num, 
with on absent, dreamy expreaaioa of countenance, 
and long-flowing ulvery locks, was seated in a fine 
old bay window, looidng on a wide range of country, 
picturesquely broken into hilL and dale, and in one 
comer, busily engaged in moulding apple-dumplingn, 
I saw Winifred. I gazed upon tiie fiwcinating crea- 
ture with intense admiration, as her little white 
hands glanced brightly through the envied douf^ 
Anon she uplifted a mellow stare, her bright eye» 
shining with merriment, At length, oTercome with 
longing to greet her, I rather precipitately entered 
the room. She uttered a shriek of aurpiise, but, in 
the next moment I had her enfolded in my arms, 
transferring no small quantity of flour to my nose 
and waistcoat. 

" Well, Frank," said sh^ "what is all this about) 
— where did you come froml — what brouj^t you 
hare)" And, without waiting for a reply to either 
question, she tripped up to the old white-beaded 
man, and exclaimed, " Cadwallader 1 oh, Cadwallader! 
here's Frank — cousin Frank." 

Cadwallader slowly tamed his head, and bent his 
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eyes upon me. " I am joyed to see thee," said lie, in 
low, mellow accents ; "tlioa art the onlj prop of tlie 
house of BhyB, Thon wilt beoome the top beam of 
the halL Hail, young man, and welcome!" 

" That IB the last descendant of our household 
barda," whispered Winifred ; " he ia a piivil^^ed per- 
sonage here." 

She now inquired after my father, aunt, and 
Capstan. My anawers were so oonfiised and eraaive, 
that ahe at length brt^e in : 

" Ah, Frank, Frant, I am afraid yon are op to 
DO good — engaged in some wild-goose chase." 

Here our Airther colloquy was interrupted by the 
entrance of a bare-footed dowdy girl, with disheveled 
locks. She announced the return of Sir Leoline, who 
commanded the instant presence of Winifred, and 
accordingly off she tripped. 

" Young man! " said Cadwallader, "yon gazed long 
and earnestly upon the &ir daughter of the house — 
do not gaae too much." 

" You speak in enigmas," said L 

" It may be soj but I speak good counsel. She is 
about to be betrothed to another — my words may 
be bitter, but I speak the truth." 
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My blood nuihed to my hemrt — I grew pale, and 
larembled. 

" I see," 8wd the old man, " I have given thee 
pain : I am sorry for it — the bitterest medicines are 
often best." 

Here Winifred re-«ntered the apartment, and re- 
qnested me to follow her into the presence of h^ 
father. 

In our way thither I seized the hand of my consin, 
and demanded, "whether we were still to consider 
oorselvea aa alliesf " 

" That depends upon yourself," said she, with her 
nsual open smile. " I may not be the first to break 
onr treaty of alliance." 

Nothing fiirther passed, and we soon arrived in pre- 
sence of Sir Leoline, in whom I lecognised the per^ 
Bonage I had seen engaged in the ocoapation of a shep- 
herd. He was, however, now much more aristocraticslly 
dressed, and assumed an air of awkward dignity. The 
plebeianism of his present occupations and positioQ 
strangely mingled with the lofty notions derived from 
his anceshnv — to nse, I am afraid, a &r-fetched 
simile, he was like a dog-rose grafted on a mow- 
rose stem. He motioned me to be seated on one of 
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tJie old-faahioued high-backed cliaits, with which the 
room was amply Teplenished, and then placing him- 
self directly opposite to me, thus spoke: — 

Sm Leolisb. — So you are the son of my brother- 
ia-law Ogilbyl 

Framk, — I am. 

SiB Leolins.— A wild slip, laah and headstrong, at 
least BO I understand from my sister Bhys. Tour 
present appeanuii£ also confirms this. Sir, you are 
barefooted ; your toes are on tlie gronnd. Your coat 
is ragged, and in tatters— a veritable beggar's coat. 
How dare yoa appear in my castle in such a plight!— 
the hair of the heads of my ancestors— (here be cast 
a glance at a series of black, gnm-looking portraits, 
which stared forth &om the dark-grained oaken panel- 
ling of the room) — will erect itself with horror— mine 
does so already. 

(I looked at the head of my uncle as he thus spoke. 
There was certainly some grounds for Qie last clause 
of his speech. His hair stood bolt upright, but for 
this, I firmly beliere, the abs^tce of a good hair- 
brush was as much to blame as myself.) 

F&ASK. — I fell among thieves, who thus maltreated 
my habiliments. 
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Sib Lbolihb. — Fell among thievea ! Fell among 
thieves 1 1 And what right had jon to &11 among 
thiereBl 

Fbanx. — Bi^t, certainly, I had noue. 

Sib Leounb. — Well, I am glad you have a little 
grace of heart Sir, I know all about yoa. A. mea- 
aenger, who arrived here yeeterday, hae told me all. 
You are a runaway, air. Your toes are on the gronnd, 
yon are out at elbows — ^yoa are a disgrace to ZJattdiyn- 
ydod Castle. You have nearly, broken yanr other's 
heart ! Youz atmt Bhye ia in sorrow about yon. How 
dare yon come hereY 

Fkahe. — I do not believe my aunt sorrows after me. 

Sib Leounb. — There it is. You are an ungratefnl 
wretch! Yoa abuse the kindness of your good aunt! 
Yon tread on her corns, sir j you play her divers tricks, 
sir; yon are dirty and ragged, and yet yoa come here! 

Fbabe. — I am now sony I came. 

SlE LxOLiNB — A fig for your sorrow I WiU sorrow 
atone for the insults offered to Ll&ndrynydod Castle t 
Yonr toes are on the gronnd, sir. Shame ! shame 
upon yon ! 

Frank. — Sir I yon are carrying the matter too fiur. 
Do not beard me too mnoh. 
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SiB liEOLisK, — Well, I Km glad to see that yon 
have a spark of the old anceetral £re left. It is not 
all oozed out at your toes I Yon are not altogether a 
croachmg apanleL 

FiLANX. — Sir, you have carried jtrar insolte &r 
enoa^ — I vill brook no mora I -will not stay a 
moment longer in the abode of snoh a ohnrl 1 Good 
bye, sirl 

I turned away, and left the apartment and the caetle. 
I saw no one tOl I arrived at the barbican, — then I 
became aware that two persons were walking on the 
ramparts, and I speedily recognised Bob Sinclair and 
Winifred. 
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Mt feeliogB, which before were bitter, were inoreoBed 
tenfold in bittemaas on seeing them ao walking. My 
heart-Btringa were tumed to galL I thought of the 
ominons woida of OadwaUader, "she is betrothed to 
another." Who could that other be but Sinclair f He 
it wae, likewise, who had r^orted my conduct, doubt- 
less with ezaggemtionB, to my uncle. He it was who, 
under the guise of friendship, met me at every step, 
and thwarted all my earthly prospects. Thus, at least, 
spoke my heart. When I first saw them, their badcs 
were towards me; they were now tumed about, and, to 
eaoape discovery, I hid myself in an angle of the waU. 
They separated before they came to my place of coif- 
cealment.— Winifred entered the castle, and my rival 
passed under the barbican, and left it. It was exactly 
what I wished. I determined to call him to a strict 
account. I dogged Mm till he airived at a secluded 
hollow at some distance from the pathway, and then, 
with fuiy flashing from my eyes, I burat upon him. 

D.jn:tci;.G0<)glu 



AK EHOomma. 81 

He liewd my approsch, and, taming quickly about, 
gaaed, apparently astounded at my unexpected pre- 
sence. He, hotreyer, quickly recovered bimaalf, and, 
with his ufioal oorelees Bmile, held out his hand. 

" Keep your hand to yourself" said I ; "I never 
shake handfi with base scoundrels like yon." 

" Why, Frank, what is the matter 1" 

"]Uatterl What ia the matter) Who told lies and 
balderdash to my uncle about mel Who but theel I 
also saw thee on the ramparts with Winifred. Scoun- 
drel ! I saw thee with my own eyes," 

" Winifred is a pretty girl," said he, with a laughing 
sneer; " I love to walk with pretty girls." 

Without further preamble I struck him a yiolent 
blow, and to it we went, tooth and nail, hammer and 
ttmgB. 

We were pretty well matched. If he was shorter 
and thicker than me, I was the moet lengthy in the 
arms. With req>e(it to science, we were npon a par. 
Furious with rage, and boiling over with revenge, I 
Btouok out to the right and lefb, oaielees of consequences. 
I bored him from one end of the vall^ to the other 
with rapid blowa I fought like a madman. Cool 
and calculating, Sinclair sufiered me so to exhaust 
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layaelt, merely warding off my Tshement assaults. At 
length, tired out, and breathless with unutterable rage, 
I stood almost powerless before him, and then he fell 
to in earnest, and repaid me with componnd interest. 
Not H Tulnerable part of my body did he leave un- 
scathed. I soon became an entire mass of bmises. 
Trenchant swellings garnished my cheeks, so that I 
could hardly see through the bloated 4^formity ; my 
ribs were roasted to an almost unparalleled extent, 
and if my mother had been present, she would not 
have known her only child. 

"Frank," said Sinclair, "you drew this upon yon; 
you have had enough. Will you be quietl" 

" Dog ! " I mumbled out, as though my mouth was 
filled with plum-pudding, for my lips were swollen to 
a prodigious size. "Dog, thinkest thou I will cry 
peccavi to such as thou)" I again commenced the 
assault, but speedily receiTed a stinger under the left 
ear, which stretched me senseless on the groond. 

When I returned to a state of conscionsneas, I was 
stretched out on the same spot on which I had &ll«i, 
but Bob was gone. I strove to rise, but I was so stiff 
and sore that I could not effect my object, I con- 
trived, however, to crawl into an adjoining brakf^ 
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irliere, like a wounded deer, I lay donn in the long 
gntSB and briars. I was worn out, and sick of heart. 
I was likewise chagrined at my defeat. I was careless 
of life, and, in mj agony, wished to die. 

Scarcely had I concealed myself ere two or three oi 
the &nn serrants of my uncle entered the glen. I 
know they were such by their disooaise. They were 
evidently sent to search for me. They, however, exe- 
cuted their qaest in the most slovenly manner, and 
merely walked up the valley and down agaiu. They 
neither looked to the right or to the left, and, of 
comae, did aot see ma 

I ]B,jpa-dTt, and must have either sunk into a dream 
or &llen asleep, for when I awoke it was night, and 
the moon had arisen, surroutided with her stany host. 
I succeeded in arising to my feet ; my Btifihess had, in 
a great d^ree, left me, and I was able to walk. My 
spirits, likewise, returned, and I resolved to seek the 
coast, and to put in execution my darling project of 
going to sea. My whole heart was turned to gall, and 
my spirit embued with bittemeea I was careless of 
everything, even of life itsel£ I wandered oawards, 
and most have deviated widely from my course, as I at 
leogth found myself at Bristol. My bruises were, in 
o 2 
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some degree, healed, but I was still weak uid at- 
tenusted. How I contriTed to reach there, or how I 
lived by the wsy, is to me a complete mj'at^y. All 
that portion of my life Beems like the chan^j^ iudis- 
tinct phantasroB of a horrible dream — a confuBed jtunble 
of iacongruouB imagea. I must have begged &om door 
to door, and slept nnder hayricks ot in .outhoqaes. 
AJl that I know is, that I arrived on the qnay of the 
above-named oit; barefooted, hatleas, and ooatlesB. I 
wore an apology for a shirt and trousers; all my other 
habiliments had taken to flight, and left me a miserable 
three-parts-starved si 
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CHAPTER XV. 

I SlCUGaLE UY9ELF ON BOARD THE " L. E. L," 

Now it ohanoed that, at the yery moment I arrived on 
the quay, a Sierre Leone ship was weighing oiichw, in 
order to proceed to sea. AH hands were busily em- 
ployed. At present a biscnit could scarody slide 
between her and laud, bat the distance was increasing 
ereiy moment. I pondered for a moment on the poe- 
eibility of getting on board, and concealing myself tiU 
the ship was out at aea, and only for a moment I 
scrambled on board amidahipa, and crept on my belly 
till I came to a neglected hencoop, into whieh I orept, 
and coiling myadf into a round ball, like a steeping 
faedgdiog, concealed myself as well as I could. For. 
tunately, for the success of my exploit, I had chosen 
the preciae moment when all hands were busiest, and 

Down the Avon we glided, but I was too ill at ease 
to notice the beautiful scenery that everywhere opened 
about me. All was merry and joyous around — I 
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alone was sftd aad wretched. I was sHivering with 
cold, aod almost dying with hunger. One would have 
thought, from the privations I had experiencod, I 
should have had enough and to spare of mj mad- 
brained escapade, and that I should have been willing 
to have settled down into Bome aoft-headed, namby- 
pamby cottage, and beheaded (»^Bty-tempered nettles, 
or uprooted pig-beaded docks. " Thou mightst have 
well expected, oh ! gentle reader ! for the " vexed 
Bermoothes" to degenerate in a second laka of Gomo, 
or the Falls of Niagara to pine away into the slender 
liquid thread issuing from my aunt's teapot Verily 
and in tmtli, I am fearful I was not cut out for the 
Sybaritic quietism of a lady's boudoir, or to toy witii 
the ringlets of " Nerea's hair." I must, perforce, grapple 
with dragons, abd ride on the snorting war-horse of 
periL A fight with a second 'West-Indian Blackbeard, 
or an encounter with another Tbree^ngered Jack, had 
mors charms for me (especially now I had lost for 
ever, as I then thonght I had, my cousin Winifred) 
than buckling myself to some amorous Pbillis for Ufe, 
even though she oonld boast the beauties of a Helen 
or Cleopatra. But .when, perchance, she might be as 
frail as the one, and as cook-nosed as the other, and, 
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in addition, posseta the amiable disposition of a, Lap- 
land bear or dinnerlesa crocodile, growling and jabber- 
ing from morning till nigbt^ and from night till 
morning, dinning into my ears eternal tdradea about 
broken crockery, scalded lapdogs, or amorona cats, my 
areraion to matrimony was worked up into a perfect 
faror. The needle of my mind had long pointed to • 
Africa as its grand pole of attraction, and that com- 
paratively terra moogniia posaessed for me inexpressible 
charms, my teeming imagination filling it with wonder 
npon wonder. ■ Sometimes auriferous moontaina, with 
veins of diamonds as plentiftd as blackberries, and 
Tall^B of pearls richer than Sindbad ever explored, 
then oceans of shifting sands, vexed with hurricanes 
and blasting simooms, and perpetual rolling thunder. 
To this land of enchantment I was now hastening, 
and this thought saved my nund from uttei* anni- 
hilation. 

We soon glided down the Avon, entered the Bristol 
Channel, and stood out to sea with a favouring gale. 
The " L. K L." (the name of the ship) snored through 
the water " like a thing of life," tossing her feathers, 
and lookiug a^ smart as snowy sails, gossamer rigging, 
fresh painted aparB, and a bran new Union Jack could 
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make her. like her &iT namesake, she was a little 
beentf, and poetty was stamped in legible characters 
oD her glittering prow. Thousands of stately ships 
glided hither and thither, crosdng and int«rsectimg 
one another in all directions ; the greater portion 
were, however, bound for the shores of the majestic 
Queen of the Ocean; all nations were sending her 
their tribute and their treasurea, and all were proud 
to render her homage, and every description of cisft, 
from the mighty three-decker down to the collier or 
fisLing-Bmack, spread their sails to the awakening 
breeze. As £ir as eye could reach, nothing could be 
seen but one immense forest of maate, and one wide 
undulating sea of glittermg streamers. 

I still lay ferdu. in my hencoop, shivering with oold 
and ravenous with hunger, I verily believe I should 
have attempted to masticate a deal board, if one had 
been thrown in my way. I had Bometbing else to do 
than to admire the gorgeous scene around me, and the 
thoughts recorded in the sentences preceding this 
were after- thoughts. Kothing is more fatal to poetic 
inu^inings than the absence of meat uid drink, and 
the outpourings of a half-staWed poet must necessarily 
be flatuleni I still lay, therefore, perdu, in my hen- 
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coop. Many a bnri; sailor passed by me, bnt aa yet 
no one had seen me. My intention was not to make 
my presence known till we were well out at sea, when 
the^ must necesBE^y take me on with them. 2fight 
aotm oame on, and with it a strong breeze and a roagh 
sea. The waves dashed against the ship and soon 
saturated me with spray. This added, of coune, ma- 
terially to my discomfort. The hencoop likewise rolled 
abouti sometimes turning on one side, sometimes on 
the other; so that I was sometimes on my head, anon 
on my heels. I aball never, though I lived to the age 
of Methuselah, forget the honors of that unique night 
of misery. My body in every part was still tender 
and sore from the well-directed poundings of Sinclair. 
I was numbed with cold, wet to the skin, I may say 
Batnrated to the very marrow with sea spray, hungry 
as ten hunters; yet, in this wretched state, I conld 
not rest for a moment. I was banged about, and 
hailed from one side of the hencoop to another — ^here 
a bang, there a bang — then a dash of cold skirry 
water slap in my &ce, trickling from thence down my 
bosom, and from tbenoe divei^ng in twenty streams 
to evtaj part of my body. I had tmly and unmis- 
takably arrived at the ne plus vUra of misery. 
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At length the day broke, but tiie bhq was hidden 
in a Bhroud of watery clouds, a dense bank of fog and 
spray. The breeze also freshened and rattled through 
the cordage of the ship, a regular unceasing hurly- 
borly. My hencoop was regularly capsized and jam- 
med against the binnacle, and, unfortunately for me, 
in such an otUri position, that I actually stood ou my 
head. However amusing this gymnastic feat might 
appear to a by-stander, to me it was uncomfortable 
enough — a measute full and runniag over. The atorm, 
the rattling, and the hubbub manifestly was on the 
increase — the wind blew great guns, and the ship 
pitched heavily. Never before, I verily believe, did 
any individual encounter a storm standing on his head. 
It was a veritable intermingling of the sublime and 
the ridiculous. Tainly did I repeatedly strive to cut 
a summerset and regain my feet. The coop was so 
narrow, that I could not effect my purpose j an eel or 
oobra-capello might have done so, but I could not. 
On a sudden the trampling aroimd me increased ten- 
fold, as well as the swearing. The word was given to 
cast anchor. The sailors rushed tumnltuoualy to the 
binnacle "Tosa that blasted hencoop overboard," 
said a hoarse, rough voice. Several hands immediately 
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seized upon it and bore it aloDg. I now found it was 
high time to make my presence known, bo I gave a 
lond whoop and jumped out. " By the powers," shouted 
a voice, " but here be Old Davy, sure enough ! " The 
sailors threw their burden down with a thud, which 
rolled it into the sea, they then gazed witli wondering 
^^8 upon me, and suddenly took to flight. 
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CHAPTBK XVL 

nrClDENTB. 

" LuBBEBS ]" said the skipper, (vbo vaa a aliort, wea- 
ther-beateu, rongh old salt,) " what tha devil are jon 
raimiiig afl«F — spnmg a leak, eht" 

"The Devil be on board, sir, abaft the biimaclel" 
said a dim youog fellow, apparently a fireeh-irater 
sailor. 

"Go back to the Minories, you loblolly sea-loose 1 I 
vish old Capstan had been pitched head foremost into 
Maelatrom, ere he had Bent a catervaoling tailor herel 
— the Devil, indeed I" 

"Oh, niBssa," said a stoat n^ro, "Billy Spinks 
ben't mnch &r out. There he be, masaa ; he wona in 
de ooop of de heal" 

Here I crawled forward, and made a polite bow to 
the skipper. 

"Tm blowed if this a'nt a pdite devil at any rate," 
said the ekipper. " I did not know they were so inf^ 
nally civil ! Who the devil are you t" 
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" Frank Ogilby," said I ; " much at yonr Borrice." 
" And what ihe devil brongbt Frank OgUbj in tbe 
benooopt" 

" Wanted to see a little aea Ufe," aaid I, again bow- 
ing; "got in for a frolic." 

"And a nun &olio it was very near proving; yon 
-trere witbin an ace of being made sbarka' meat of 1 
How d — ^n — Uy polite we are 1" 

" Tbanks, bowerer, to my stun and garters," laid I, 
a little of my old hnmour returning, in spite of my 
misavble plight, " here I am — safe, but not sound." 

" Ob, d — n your wit ! Jupiter, clap the darbies on 
lum,and pitch him into the blaok-holel He's a WbiU- 
chapel thief— m sonttle him 1" 

I ^ras immediately seiied upon by the gigantic 
negro abore-mentioaed, in whose arau I was aa an 
infimt. I was speedily ironed, and stowed in a mise- 
lable dirty apartment, about mx fleet square^ dimly 
illumined by a skylight enoruoted with dirt, and 
boarded off from the forecastle. A kind of berth, with 
a little dirty straw strewed along the bottom, yna the 
only thing that relieved the black-scored bare walls, I 
should, with more propriety, say bare boards. 

I must say that Jupiter exeooted hia task wiUi the 
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greatest delicacy and forbearance. " Be not beriy 
moch down," said be; "masea be moch gooder dan 
him seems." Here he looked carefbllj around him, 
and then polled fbrtively from bia pocket a biscoit. 
" Eat dia^" coatimied he, " but do not let any of de 
bands eee dis." Here the good-natured felloT left tbe 
apartmeut, locking tbe door after bim. 

Never at any period of my life did any meal seem 
half BO delicious as tbe bard, worm-eaten biscuit giyen 
me by Jupiter. I had been without food for two 
days, and was raveuous with hunger; yet I did not 
eat quick or voraciously : I would break off a small 
modicnin, and masticate and turn it about in my 
mouth for a considerable time before swallowing it, thus 
protracting my pleasurable repast. At length, how- 
ever, with all my tooth evasions, I made an end of my 
savoury morsel, thus exemplifying the trite apboiism, 
" that all earthly pleasures must have an end." 

Wben I had ended my meal, (break&st, dinner, and 
supper all in one,) I tumbled into my berth, and began 
ruminating on my ultra miserable condition. How- 
ever, I was so worn out and exhausted, that I soon 
fell into a troubled sleep. Strange and &ntaafcio images 
passed in rapid succession before my mental vision — 
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e I was flying on a thiuider clotid, &noii float- 
ing OQ tlie vety top of a hissing wave. At length, 
witt a wild shout, I fimded myself tumbling from the 
top of St. Paul's, and, without dispute, I tumbled with 
a loud thwack tm the ground, for the ship had given 
a violent lurch, and toppled me out of my berth. I 
was a long time ere I retnmed to a state nf consdons- 
jiesfl, aud thought myself rolling and tumbling abont 
in St. Paul's Church-yard. I now saw, by the light 
struggling through my skylight, that it was broad day, 
and, from the steadier movement of the ship, that the 
storm waa abating. Troubled also as my sleep had 
been, I found myself much refreshed. The trampling 
and hubbub on deck also continued, accompanied with 
much swearing and sea elang. Now, £rom the position 
I occupied, I coald see a large portitm of the main- 
mast of the ship, though in an oblique point of view. 
I could also hear a great burst of laoghterj jeers, and 
sbontings, and I soon perceived that this wordy 
artillery were directed against a pale-facod urchin, 
who, having been sent aloft more for initiation than 
any other purpose, was abont to creep Utrongh lubbei's- 
bole, instead of going the proper way. On his attempt- 
ing this, however, a shout of execration aroee from 
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below, accompanied wiUi mawings and bitter gibiogB. 
The poor fellow, pale as death, and trembling in every 
limb, looked deapairinglj at the slanting ascent, Ui^i 
below, and implored for mercy, A^ain the gibings 
and langhter reoommeuc«d, and the bOy, urged cm by 
a sense of ahame, and clinging to the ahrouda widt 
oonviilitiTe clutch, at length began to more on. £>e, 
bowsTer, he had aocompliahed half hia t«ak, fear 
seemed to paralyse all his facultiee, he lost his hold 
and his footing, and feU with a loud thud on the 
deck. So fearful was the height &om which he had 
&Uai, that hia skull must hare been crushed like an 
egg-abelL 

About an hour after the sad catastrophe recorded 
above, Jupiter entered my jKison-hoK "Maesa 
Yrank," said be, " dere be a great big axedint on de 
deck up dei« — (here he pointed with hia chin at the 
skylight) — my 'mstant he killed ; tumble down up 
dere — (here he ^;ain pointed with his chin) — a ba- 
caucy be in &» 'sistant's place ; if massa be willing, 
will you fill itr 

" I shall be most happy, and most willing, if I am 
oompetent." 

You see, Massa Trauk, yon bill have to bile 
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tatora, and to cook de lobB-oonaa, I bill show d« 

I retomod laj thanks to tlie good-nsitared fellov. 

He then left me, Isut soon retnmed with a. message 
irom the captain, demanding my attendance. 

He conducted me to the- quarter-deck, where the 
skipper wbs parading up and down, with his hands 
behind him, rolling &om aide to side, in true nautical 
st;^le. He was, at the same time, giving hia orders. 
" Furl the mainsail," said he ; " Bcmb the decks, and 
cant that loblolly boy into the Bea. What a precious 
fool he must be to tumble dowik in that fiishion — a 
blasted fool I" 

« Who must read de good speaks out of de big 
book, massa)" inquired Jupiter; "de mate be bery 
mooh rick down dere" — (pointii^f with his chin.) 

" Malingering, I ^poBe, Jupy; can'st not thou give 
oa a few words, and lift up a stave!" 

" No, no, massa ; me be no aohollard," replied 
Jupiter, grinning from ear to ear. 

" Then cant him overboard without j prayers and 
psalms will be of little use now — infernally little." 
Then turning to me, he continued : " S^k^uiuter tells 
me you are not a Whitecbapel thie^ or a tailor; I 
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e'puse yon caa scrub a deck, and clean knires, forks, 
and a caboose!" 

" Please you, air, I will try." 

" Xay hold, then, of that long stick with the Bcmb- 
bing stone at the end. Yeiy veil, air, ITow mb it 

up and down, stem and stem; d ye, sir, no 

flinchiiui." 

Sereia] pails of water had been previously thrown 
over the deck. The stone was heavy, and it tried my 
rather stiff sinews to more it about. The object of 
the operation waa to scour and clean &e planking. 
For a full half-hoar I continued to move my appa^ 
ratus about here and there and ever3'where, and at 
the end of that time the skipper again addressed me ; 
" Yonngster," said he^ " I see yon are no tailor; yon 
have done your work w^. Jnpy, take him to the 
forecastle, and give him a bason of lobecouse." 
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CHAPTER XTII. 

HOBE ASENT JC7PITEB, &0. 



BSHOLD me, tlien, installed into my iiew office — a 
l>oy-of-«U-work, on board a merubaatman. My day- 
dreama were merged into realitiee, and I was at sea. 
My initiation vaa meat certainly disagreeable enough, 
yet I looked forward with hopefidnesa to better times. 
Up to the present I had seen no beaatiftd mermaid 
— not even a beanttiiil island. "They will come in 
doe course," said I, mentally; "in the meantime I 
mast content myself with hard berth, knocks, and 
indifferent lobscouse." I then cut a caper, and snapped 
my fingers at fortune. 

Froni the very first Jupiter took a liking to, and 
was kind to me. He saw that I was stiff, and sore, 
and weak, (caused principaUy by the merciless pound- 
ings of Sinclair,) and he assisted me in all my tasks. 
He likewise often shared his meals with me. I was 
surprised, and greatly so, at all this. I had been 
taught to believe that a n^ro was a species of beast, 
b2 
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devoid of hoinaiuiy as of intellect; that he was 
obtnM and selfiah; a liar and a thief. Here, tlien, 
I had found one who was the reverse of all this — 
one who was ae gentle and homane as a lamb. It ' 
IB tme that hia featnrea and the shape of his limbs 
were not the perfection of beanty and grace in the 
CTes of a Eoiopean, bat they were ao in the eyes aC 
the Airican, and who is to determine which is the 
real standardt For my part, I think the point 
knotty and hard to anlooae. The colour of the 
white race ia to the black a badge of sicknees aod 
disease. To descend to particulars, every nation has 
its pecoliar notions on the mooted point. 'lite Chinese 
like their females to have feet abont as sh^tely as 
the nnderstaudinga of an old-&8hioned Gothic table, 
and which oompeb them to waddle along like brokeo- 
l^ged dncks. The Dutch like to see their ladies 
round and obeecs (u^ to resemble walking kilderkins. 
Onr own fiiir oountrywomen are much too fond of 
the evanescent waist, which causes them to »««""■« 
the appearance of extravagant hour-glasses, I am 
well aware that many a bine, black, and hazel eye 
will flash with anger at this ungallont assertioii. I 
am sorry to incur the diqileasure of the lovely dean, 
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but, on the present oooaaion, I cannot help it— th« 
trath most be told. The Tonga ladies are fond of 
drawing their noses down to their chins with massiTe 
nooe-rings. The Ashantee belles, of elongating their 
ears by polished ivories, plucked from the sundered 
jaws of some haplesB Fingo. The pnnctnred repre- 
sentations of unkaown animals, and out-of-the-way 
moneters, on the peisons of the Soath Sea Philliaes 
have also their strennous admirers. But why pro- 
long the catalogue! It would reach from Lapland 
to the Southern Cross, Ti4 both the Americas, and 
back agun, by ihe route of India and the Antipodes. 
I say, then, it is an ntter impossibility to determine 
the standard of beauty. 

As &r, however, as regards Jupiter, whether he 
was beauty, or nglineaa personified, he most assuredly 
had a good heart. There was a tall, lanky American 
on board, one Bill Simms, a coarse, unpolished 
specimen of the land of stars 4nd stripes, redolent of 
the slave-scourge and the bowie-knife. This liberty- 
boy naturally took an intense dislike to Jupiter, and, 
conseqnently, to me, as his amigo, and he was per- 
petoally seeking occasion to display his ditdike. One 
day, aa I was scouring the dec^ I accidentally struck 
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liiB foot «ith the atone. He immediatel; tamed fiercdf 
upon me, and exclaimed, 

" You tamatdoa nigger's hrat, what's that tort" 

" It vaa pmely accidental," said I, " and I am sony 
for it" 

" Yon are a great, big liar," eaid he, " and for a 
screw of baccy I'd knock thr bittle yead hofil" 

" We mnst look to Kentucky for great big liais," 
said L 

Here he put himself in a fighting attitude, and 
advanced towards me. Jnpiter, however, interpoeed 
between ns. 

" You be berry sore, and not fit fbr de fight," said 
he J " stand dere." 

" Yon almighty black hudmandud, what right has a 
dirty beast like you to hinterfere ) "_ said Simms ; " take 
that — " and he kicked Jupiter on the shins with his 
great hobnailed shoes. 

Xow, no part of the negro is more sensitive tlian 
the shins. You may batter away at his skull with 
a sledge-hammer, without making the slightest im- 
pression, bnt a slight blow A-om a slender rattan on 
the shins will cause him to cut a perfect fimdango 
of capers. So it chanced on the present occasion. 
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for no soonei' did Jupiter receive the Bhin blow 
than he hopped about like mad, holding the offended 
limb in one hand, grimacing with his mouth, and 
abouting, "Oh, lorra, lorra, me!" Presently, howeTor, 
the pain being assuaged, he put down his foot, and 
oon&onted Simms. " Me right," said he — " dam me, 
but me Tight" He then placed himsdf in an atti- 
tude of defiance. The attitade, was, however, not at 
all artistic, and e(xcited the risible iacultiee of all 
present. Sinuns, taking advantage of his loose guard, 
knocked him about at hia pleasure, and, at length, 
capsized him into the lee-scupper. Jupiter got np, 
frautio with rage, and rushed on his antagonist, with 
levelled head, like a fighting-ram. The bbwa of 
Pin^mp fell on his head, hut made no more im- 
pression than though they had fallen on a round 
ball of iron. With catapultic force he butted on — 
overthrow hia antagonist with terrific force, who was 
hurled to the ground, where he lay without sense or 



" D&t is how we do it in Congo," grinned Jupiter — 
" dat worn good blow ! " 
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CHAPTER XVni. 

A SHARE —A CALK — AHD A OOHVEBSATIOS. 

Attkb the figlit recorded m ihe last chapter, Bill 
Simmfl (or Lanky Kentnck, as he wan generally' 
called) wax more ehy of offending Japiter. I also 
grev plomp and strong, and the want-wrinkleB in my 
phyBog were soon ironed out, and .gave place to 
good solid flesh. I got aa strong aa a bull, and as 
nimble as a raoe-horae. Erom the very fint, I 
scorned lubber's-hole. and aoon grew a first-rate top- 
mast man. I was & very devil in darii^, and second 
to none in hare-brain exploits. I soon worked my- 
self into the good graces of ike skipper, and was 
disliked by none of the crew except Lanky Kentuck. 

I often thought of home, my grey-headed old father, 
and Oapstan. The words of Sir Leoline, likewise^ 
" that I had broken my Other's heart," often recurred 
to my remembrance. To ease my father's sorrow, I 
had already written a long letter, and I now wrote 
another, detailing my improved situation. I would 
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have written to Winifred, but whenever I oonjnred ap 
her l&nghing beauty to mj mind's eye, the dour 
viaage of Bob Sinclair was sure to appear scowling 
by her side. I now Iiated that worthy as much as 
I onoe admired him, and determined, the first time I 
oroesed his path, 'to avenge my late defeat 

On we glided over the broad boeom of the Atlantic; 
The watera were smooth and shining as a mirror, of 
a deep cerulean bine — clear and bright. The cnt- 
water divided the lany waves with a gentle muimnr, 
and ike foam-bella glanced by like polished diamonds. 
The sails were all unfurled to catch the gentle gale, 
and the sea-birds fiew around with quiet winnowy 
motion, and sometimes even alighted on the yazd- 
arms. Ships of all shapes and szes moved hithtf 
■Till thither, like stately swans, from the decks of 
many of which stole merry strains of delicious mtuia 
It was a thorough holiday on board the LRL. Wo 
had nothing to do but to lounge on our backs, like 
great bashaws, and gaze on the cloudlcBS sky, or to 
look babies in the eyes of Old Ocean I was bo 
engaged one day, when I saw a huge shark treading 
in the wake of the ship. He was a veritable 
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mcouteT of prodigious sise, and glided along, like a 
colomn of polished silver. He wvs, doubtless on the 
look out for Ms moming's meal, and woe to that 
" Bali," howerer toDgh he might be, who chanced to 
oome within reaching distance of those long rows 
cf keen-pointed grinders; his bones would soon be 
crushed to a jelly, and his sharkship would make no 
bones of swallowing him, bones and alL Now, it 
so chanced that one of oor hands, a mere lad, who 
was earnestly looking at the sea-monster, by some 
accident over-balanced himself and tumbled over- 
boord. Like a flash of l^htning, the sea-monster 
darted forward, and laid hold of one of his legs. At 
the same moment, I, who had been let down for that 
purpose, grasped one of his arms. Then ensued a 
regular game at see-saw, the shark pulling one way, 
I the other; the boy all the time screaming at the 
top of his lungs. It was a regular hurlyburly — the 
water flaahing abf^ut us like mad. At length, watch- 
ing my opportunity, I struck my opponent a full 
swinging blow on the snout. He did not half like 
this, but gave a sudden cransh with his jaws, and, 
doubtless, t.hinlring a quarter of a meal better than 
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none at all, bit off the poor lad's leg. with aa mooh 
ease as I could divide an aeparagoa spront, and tliea 
dired down into the depths of the ocean. 

We bad passed the saany shores of Madeira; il 
was a dead calm, and the Bails hung down heavily 
and motioiileHs. The aiin shone with almost blistei> 
ing intensity, and the whole of the crew, with the ex- 
oeption of Jupiter, were absolutely panting for breath, 
like over-driven cattle. Not a breeze ruffled the wide 
expanse of ocean, 'which shone like a polished mirror. 
The sky, from zenith to horizon, was of the colour 
of a copper kettle, and the sea-birds were cmiaing 
lazil]'' aboat, anon diving for coolnesB, which was de- 
nied them, for the waters were absolutely lukewarm. 
Their wings were spread droopingly on the sur&ce, 
and they kept a gasping noise, like children afBicted 
with the croup. Jupiter and myself were cronohed 
down at the foot of the mainmast — I wae Absolutely 
roasting with the intolerable heat. 

" If this continues long," said J, " my flesh will be 
all fried frxun my bones." 

"Chew I chew I" replied Jupiter, "this be moch 
little— only de flea-bite." 

" Why, if it was half a degree hotter, it "wonld 
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mal^e yoax blood simmer in your Teins, and calcm« 
your bones." 

" Me know noting about dat dere; de simmer may 
be moch bod, ao may de calcine be worra good; me 
know noting to de contisre ; bnt dia me do know, that 
I have been in hot — moch hotter." 

" When, and where, old Jn-pee]" 

" Ko_w, don't ba bo woira de fbn," said Jajntor, 
giving me a poke in the riba; "yon be ticklar fim 
sometimea Well, den, I worra in de Aflhautee 
army, and we did marsh against de Fingoes. De 
Bun worra up 'igh — de grass worra burnt brown — de 
leaves of de trees burnt browner, and de rivers dried 
up — de wells dried up. By my fetisch, never did I 
see BO moch dry; not a drop of water to be got — ^not 
a drop so big as de pea. My droat wor burnt up 
too; I did have a big moch dry in my droat — pnipa 
de simmer and de caloiue as you talkee about. Oh, 
dear-ee me I never worra in soch a state of de dry 
^bre or since. Worree my skin, worree my flesh, 
vorree my hcnes, were in de calcine and simmer as 
yon did talkee about. Oh, by myfetjschl bnt I 
could drink de horse-puddle, or de lion-puddle, or de 
tiger-puddle, or de monkey-puddle I mocha 1 mocha! 

D,jn:tci;. Google 



A BHABK — A CALX GOITTXBSATIOIT. 109 

mocha! Well, in dia condition we had to 'waLka, 
waHkBy walka moch milea, to vight de FingoeB. De 
gronnd waa as hot as de oveo, and if de eoles of onr 
fe«t had not been so hard as de brick, day wonld 
ha been burnt to de bone, de calcine, and de sinunor, 
as you talkee aboat. The Bun did bum a moch big 
blister on my back, and worra neai> burnt a big hole 
in the top of ray yead. Well-a, never worra de liks 
seen, or willa be seen. Freeeotly we came in sight 
of de Fingoee in de jungle, some here, aome dere, 
some everywhere. We did drow our speam, den did 
fire away; den dey ,did drow theu- spear^ and fire 
airay too! Den we did fire away, and Tight avay, 
like mad bulls of Bamn, as de paaon did talkee about. 
We did drive dem, den dey did drive db — here back, 
there tbrward, like a de see and de saw. Dat dere 
worra vig^ting, to be sure. We did vight mocha 
better den de Fingoes, and dey did run away. Many 
of them were killed dat dere day, and dere skulls 
eat out-ta to be taken to Ashantee vor brioka vor 
de king's big house — ^palis, as you do talkee it." 

" Well, Ju-pee, ^lat waa a grand battle — but what 
became of your thirst 1" 

" Chew 1 chew I you be dere be e 1 Well, I did 
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right like de best of dem, aad killed one old Fingo great 
mtm, who bad iltuig, tmder hlm's TaistHjIoth, & cala- 
bub of what I thought vom de vhite wine from 
BfXTy Lone; Bo, while all de roat worra vighting, and 
worn buBf , I slipped down behind a mooh big bnah, 
and did drinkee, drinkee, drinks^ till the calabash 
woira empty — good, wam't itt moch good." Ajid 
here Japiter grinned like an ogre. 

" And it qnenched your thirst, of courael' 

" Kot so worra &st, Massa 'Vnmk. Kow, what 
wcnra 70a B'pose worra in dat dere calabaaht" 

" Wine, didn't you say)" 

"Hal hal bel hel" grinned Jnpiter. "Dat dere 
d — d old Fingo had de renmatic moch bad, and one 
ctf the Tnglese fetisch-nen (misaionarieB) had given 
him what dey call de liniment to rnbbee, rubbee. 
He had pnt dat dere in de calabash, and I drinkee, 
drinkee." 

Sere I burst into an tipro&rionB fit of laughter. 

" Oh, Hassa Yrank, do not giinnee, grinnee like dat 
dere; it made me cry moch bad ; I got worra aiokee^ 
nokee, sickee. Oh, it iras moch bad; my bellee 
did yomaok and womble about here-away, dere-aw&y, 
moch awiiil; my yentrala oom-mee, com-mee up to 

D,jn:tci;. Google 



A IHASK — A OALH — OOITTSBBATIOir. Ill 

my month J nearly chokee, diokee^ Oh, deai-ee me, 
de&T-ee me, me thought I shoold hare die did." 

" Ton got OTer it, however," said I, still holding my 
aides vith langhter. 

" Mooh sure of dat, bat worn a long time mooh 
doubt whoder dat would not got over me." Here 
■11 hands were piped on deck, and oar conversation 
sniped ID the middle. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

A BBUSH WITH AK UGLY-LOOKniO CUSIOMEB. 

On emerging &otn below, we found all in a proibund 
bnstle. The deck was being cleared, the sails un- 
furled, and everything denoted that sometlung im- 
portant was in the wind ; and such was literally the 
caae, for we saw a suapidous-looking sail to wind- 
ward, evidently baring down upon na. Kow, in those 
days many of the South American piratee often 
reached the latitude in which we were, on the lock- 
out for stray merchantmen. Our skipper evidently 
suspected her to be one of those daring rovers, and 
took his measures accordingly. The " L-KL." mounted 
six carronaden of a long range, which could be moved 
in an; direction. They were in |aime fighting con- 
dition, and double-shotted. We had about twenty 
hands on board, stout, hardy men. Lanky Kentuck 
acting as mata "We soon got all things in apple-pie 
order, ready and determined to fig^t stoutly, and, if 
necessary, to die hard. 
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By thia time onr antagonist had epauked on at 
Biich a fierce rate that we could diatinguisli Ker port- 
boles, and found slie was pierced for twelve guns. 
Compared witli our own, she was, however, but a tub 
of a craft, and, if we could not beat her by fidr fight- 
ing, we could, at least, out-manixaTre her, and give 
her the slip; so, with the utmost aang-Jroid we walked 
leisurely on our course, as unconcernedly as though 
nothing extraordinary was going on. 

By this time the stranger bad orriyed within range. 
Up to this moment she had shown Amerioan colours j 
these she now hauled down, and substituted the black 
flt^^ At the same moment she fired a shot across 
onr stem, and ordered na to oome on board. Upon 
onr taking no notice of this summons, she slowly 
swung round, evidently with the intention of giving 
us a broadsida To meet this, we executed a counter- 
movement, and with such superior quickness to the 
sluggish motions of our adversary, that, ere she had 
accomplished her purpose, we had poured in our broad- 
side with startling effect. She returned our fire with 
right good-will; and then we peppered away at each 
other like a brace of hammer-men. Bang, bang — 
rattle and clash. The roaring of the waters — the 
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rnshing of the freehened breeze — tlie whistling of the 
balls as the; craahed through the epars — the shouts, 
intermingled with the groans, of the oombatanta, had 
a moat exciting effect on me, and I fooght awaj like 
a tiget. The heavier weight of the metal of our anta- 
gonist BOOn, however, began to tell on ne; our rigging 
was much cut up, our main-top shot away, and our 
mainmast badly wounded. In the midst of the mdie, 
our skipper, who, to do him jotrtice, was both a skilfiil 
as well as a daring seaman, executed succesafolly a 
most brilliant manceuvre, and placed the little " L.RL." 
under the stem of her gigantic opponent in such a 
position that, almost entirely scathless, she could rake 
her effectively. Our first broadside in this position 
did wonders, knocked over half a dozen men, and so 
shattered the foremast that it staggered about from side 
to dde, and only required a little stronger breeze to send 
it overboard. The enemy now began to find she had 
canght a Tartar, and endeavoored to cut our acqnaint- 
ance. We, too, had. bad enough, and to spare ; so, 
after exchanging a few more shots, we amicably 
parted. 

This was the first engagement X had ever been in, 
and I mtiflt confess there was nothing ao very terrible 
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in it. I know not what the feeliogs of othen may 
be, bnt this I know, that, aa &r as ooucems myself 
I ei^oyed it rather than otherwise. The raw-head 
and bloody-bones stories we often hear detailed by 
auperannnated old mald3 and toothless octogenarians, 
are gross eza^erations. Men pepper away at one an- 
other, and sometimes get a stray ball in the midriff, 
or a leg or a wing shot off, bnt what of thatl Those 
who play at bowls must expect rubbers ; besides, it 
is nothing when we get used to it. The jolliest 
fellow I oTer knew in my life was a man who had lost 
both his legs, one of his wings, one eye, and half of 
his jaw. He was alwiiys laughing and joking, and, in 
the condition above described, ran a race, and beat his 
in&n. A fico, then, fbr a stray ball or two, say I. 

In the above-mentioned fight. Lanky Kentuck did 
not exhibit much fighting aptness. When he could 
do BO, he slank behind the binnacle, or mast, or any- 
thing which could afford shelter. I began to suspect 
that he was merely a warrior in words. Jupiter, on 
the other hand, was as brave as a lion, was one of the 
foremost in every danger, and seemed to court it as his 
mistress Let us not, tberefore, estimate the fighting 
qualities of a man by black or white. The white may 
l2 
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have the harder ahin and the nimUer fist, but then 
the blaok can counterpoise that by bringing to betur 
the more impecetrable cuticle, and the thicker skull. 
Let ne, then, efltabli«h a kind of eee-saw between the 
races — "here we go np, up, up," and "there we go 
down, down, down." And, that thie is the prop^, 
philosophic wbj of treating the matter, I shall have 
abundant opportunities of proving as I proceed with 
this veritable histoiy. 
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We were lying-to repairmg onr damages, whea L&nky 
Kentack, with his already-long pbysog prodigioiulj 
elongated, rushed upon deck, uttering in his hoarsest 
timber tones, " Mftties aJ], if thia ere tarnation ship 
ha'n't sprung an almighty leak, I 'm not a 'Mencao." 

" You are dreaming or drunk, Lanky," said the 
skipper. 

" Blow me tight if I be thow — the water be a- 
ooming in that tre spank, that It minds me of the 
Falls of Nagara." 

The skipper immediately dived below, and in a 
short space of time returned on deck, with consterna- 
tion written on his coontonance. " Boys," says he, 
" it ia too true I All hands to the pomp ! work away, 
boys, like Sin and Satan! — ^We shall have our work 
to do to keep it under." 

The crew, alter being divided into relays of six 
each, set to work. The leak whs caused by a shot 
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between wind and water, and it was already four feet 
deep in the hold. There was no time to loae, bo we fell- 
to like Trojans. Jupiter, myself and Lanky Eentnck 
were iu the first relay; we strained our sinews to 
the very utmost — all of us, except Lanky, who made 
a prodigious great show, puffing and blowing like a 
grampus, but evidently did little work. For an hour 
we contintied to ply our noisy arocation, when the 
leak wae sounded, and wa^ to our general alarm, in- 
creased a foot. In the mean time, the carpenter 
had been endeavouring to ping the shot-hol^ but 
without effect. It was a aplintered wound, aad the 
water nu^ed in with too strong a current. ITight 
set in dark and gloomy, with a strong wind and rough 
sea, which added to the p^ils of our mtuation. The 
leak increased fa^t upon us, and the ship pitched 
heavily in the water. The uneasiness of the skipper, 
which is generally the index of danger to the crew, 
evidently increased. We still worked away with 
energy and determination. Everything was dark and 
gloomy around; we could not see one another's feces. 
A thick, drizzly rain, intermingled with Scotch mist 
and sea-epray, scudded past us. Ever and anon we 
shipped a heavy sea; we could hardly breathe, and 
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seemed working and treading in an undiluted masa of 
water- The leak still gained upon ns, although all 
hands were at the pump. At length the ship pitched 
so heavily that we expected every moment she would 
go down head-foremost. In order to be prepared for 
Buch un emergency, the word was now given to iin- 
laah and clear the boats. We also threw the guns 
and every portable article into the sea j the masts 
were cat by the board, and so strong was the wind, 
that spars and all were carried off clear, without loss 
of life. We now lay a perfect wreck on the waters, 
rolling and pitching about whithersoever the wind 
and tide chose to hurry ua. The sea was likewise on 
the increase. The skipper seemed evidently detei^ 
mined to stick to the ship, and I verily believe had 
made up his mind to go down with her; he was as 
pale ae death, but his brow was fixed and corrugated. 
Be that as it may, the "L.E.L." after encountering a 
larger than OTdinary see, pitched head-foi-emost, and 
went down. The skipper went down with her. A 
portion of the crew got into the long-boat, and 
got clear of the wreck, but afterwards sank. My- 
self, Iianky Eentuck, and Jupiter escaped in the gig; 
but a sorry escape it was, as we were in a small. 
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open boat, in tlie midst of a raging sea, threatening 
eveiy moment to devour na with insatiable jawa. 
We were tossed about like a feather, tuid ever and 
anon a rough sea broke right over as. Two of ns 
were constantly engaged in baling oat the water, and 
the oth&e had the greatest difficulty in keeping her 
before the wind, for, if she had missed stays, if Z 
may so express it, we should inevitably have been 
swamped. In this dread&l emergency, I must say, 
Lanky Kentuck behaved with unexpected mettlej it 
should, however, be observed that he wsa compelled so 
to behave : he was tied to the stake, and covld not 
flinch. 

Day dawned heavily upon us, and still found na 
straggling in the midst of the illimitable ocean, no- 
thing to be seen but ime wide expanse of troubled 
waves. The wind had abated, and the mist had, in 
some measure, cleared away; in other respects, our 
prospects were not improved. We were tired, worn 
out, and hungry, yet we were still obliged to labour 
on, and our task in baling out the water seemed 
almost as endless as the task imposed by Kent on 
Satan, that of emptying the ocean with a sieve. We 
had no compass, so that we knew not to what point of 
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the horizon we were drifting. We cotUd give a ahrewd 
gneea at the time of day by the podtiou of the Bun in 
the heaTena, and that was all we cotiM tell. We were 
wondering blindfold, at the wild will of the winds 
and waves. Death stared and hissed at us over eveiy 
wave, and as we deecended from the summit of some 
wateiy mountain into the trough of the sea, we folly 
expected we were going down into our graves. £very 
moment, too, we expected that we shonld be swamped, 
for ever and anon a wave broke over ns, and we were 
fijT a moment or two completely engulfed. About 
mid-day the Bea grew more calm, and it was high time, 
for our bodies were Ihoronghly worn out and exhauBted 
by our privations and nnintermitting exertions. We 
BOW lay tu, and allowed our boat to drift on at her 
leisure. Night again overtook us in the midst of the 
boundless waste. The moon and stars shone brightly in 
a doudless sky, and the gentle waves sparkled and glit- 
tered like diamonds and pearla We now took the 
watch in turn, during which the others slept, if they 
could. For my part, when it came to my turn to rest, 
I threw myself at my full length at the bottom of the 
boat, and, notwithstanding that my body was half 
covered wit^ water, I slept as sound as a top. I 
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ftwoke, however, aahimgryaa b hunter; I verily beUeve 
I should at that ravenous epoch have made no bones 
of the sirloin of a donkey. We had, however, nothing 
to eat, not even a Btray biscuit. Lanky Kentack 
seemed ready to devour the iron bolta, and he oft«n ^ed 
me with a particular ogre-Uke expression of physiog- 
nomy ; and I verily believe, at that meagre gnDet^inch- 
ing epoch, he would no mure have minded taking a slice 
out of my midriff, than he of would bolting a Severn 
shrimp. "Blood" was written in legible characters 
on his forehead, and he champed his teeth, and foamed 
at the mouth, like a mad dog. Jupiter bore his mis- 
fortunes like a hero, I may say like his namesake, 
the god. "Maasa Vrank" said he, "dis be berry 
stiff work, no biscabes, no salt pork, no grc^i no no- 
think I Berry bard dis, Massa Yrank; but neber mind 
dat, what be, must be, no help vor dat!" Then he 
would fold his arms on his breast, and sit down in the 
bott<mi of the boat, and look as grave as a judge or a 
philosopher. 

Day again broke, passed <mwards, and night once 
more shrouded us and our agonies in her not onwel- 
come gloom. I say agonibs, for our throats seemed on' 
fir^ and oar whole bodies racked with intolerable 
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painB. Tamly did we shift our poaition oontinnaJly, 
lye fint on the right side, then on the left, Btand np 
Euid ait down alternately, and try all aorta of expe- 
. dients to obtain a moment's ease. We could not 
aUeriate our misery a jot, nay, it was obvioualy on the 
incrmae every minute. What was to be the end of all 
this, toadness or death 1 

We auirived the night, and day found us more dead 
than alive. Our boat Bcudded along with increased 
velocity. We were obviously slid into a strong cur- 
rent, but where it would cany us we knew not. We 
were quite powerless in its hands — a mere toy in the 
hande of a giant. It might carry us out stiU farther 
into the ocean, or it might bear us to some barren uu- 
inliabited land, or dash as to atoms on some spear- 
armed coral reef Wherever it might urge ns, we 
must of necessity go. We had no other alternative : 
so we reeigned ourselves, like philosophers, to the 
inevitable coming event. 

Several circumstances passed under our notice, which 
induced us to believe that we were approaching land. 
Birds, never seen &r at sea, flew past us with vigorous 
wing, and pieces of drift wood knocked repeatedly 
ageunst the sides of oar tiny craft. We also heard a 
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roaring, aa of brectken fa the dutance. Tlie current, 
too, obviooBly increaaed in velocity. We now gU^d 
on Bvift, and as uncurbed as a runaway Ghildera ; nay, 
BO exceedingly rapid did we fly along, that, whatever 
we struck against, must either be daehed, or daah UB 
to pieces. It waa rather a cataract than a current in 
which we were involved. It waa uaeleee for us to 
ahip our oara, or to attempt to work our craft; she 
kicked up her heele, and laughed us to scorn at every 
abortive trial. We then eat down and resigned our- 
selves to our approaching fate, whatever that might 
be, whether of deliverance or destruction. We were 
atill flying onwards, when Jupiter suddenly erected 
his ears, and, pointing with his chin, exclainLed, " By 
gorral Maasa Vrank, what that dere)" 

I looked in the direction so pointed out, and saw a 
long line of breakers a-head, splashing, flashing, and 
thundering a continued peal of terrific thunder. To 
this terrible vortex we were hastening, as it were, <m. 
the wings of the lightning. The uproar every moment 
increased ; we were abaolntely deafened with the wild 
oommotioa. The mad waters dashed against the iron 
barrier with madder clangour, wheeling and seething 
about in a thousand eddies, and sending upwards a 
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dense doud of mist and Tapour, throngli which the 
sunbeamB vainly attempted to peaetrate: it waa as 
thick and as denae, and rolled about in bnge Tolomes, 
like the amoke of a bombarded city. On ve sped into 
the very heart of this tabersacte of thunderings, this 
pillar of impervious gloom. Our slender bark, like a 
feather, was whirled about, sometimes here, sometimes 
there, bnt yet miraculously, ax it were, escaped swamp- 
ing. Her yeiy lightness carried her over dangers which 
would have dashed a three-decker to atoms. 'WTurl- 
ing, prancing, and cutting divers curiona caprioles 
and harlequinades, our mettlesome sea-steed bore us 
onward^ and at length shaking her feathers, like a 
wild svaxi after a dive, bore us through the three-piled 
danger into calm water beyond. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 



FUOCEEDINOS ON SHOKK 



We landed on a lo-w, swampy tongae of land, entirely 
devoid of Tegetation, with the exception of a few 
straggling gigantic rushes. Nothing was to be seen 
but a wide expanse of level country, apparently an ' 
unreclaimed bog. No hut or hving creature was to 
be seen; all was unbroken desolation. We were now 
absolutely d3'ingwith hunger, yet we could see nothing 
eatable. It is true we attempted, in our indiscritni- 
nating extremity, to masticate even the rushes, but 
they were so bitter and tough, that we were obliged to 
give up the hopeless attempt in despair. Again I 
thought Lanky Kentuck eyed me as though he longed 
for a bite out of my shoulder, and I most certainly 
kept a wary '^tch upon him, test he should carry hia 
good intentions into effect In lict, we were all of us 
got into such a fiiror of hunger, that I verily believe 
we should have made no bones of an Hottentot of 
a hundred yeara old, and should, moreover, have 
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thanked our stare for throwing Bach a pungent morsel 
in our way. We kept crossing about here and there 
among the raehes and mud in search of something 
which might stand the masticatory procetw, and not 
without partial snccess, for we found what was literally 
a "stinking dog-fish;" however, those were days not 
to be oveivnice in onr prandial operations, so we hauled 
the venerable sea boatawun on board, and sat down to 
discuss him with rif^t good will. 

Before, however, we commenced, Jupiter arose to his 
feet, and deliv^«d himself of the following pregnant 
propoation : — 

|"MasBa Yrank and Uassa Lanty Kentuck, the 
goodness of Him up dere (pointing to the slgr with 
his chin) have drown afore ua dat dere vishj if we 
eatee dat dere vish as mocha as we could, we should 
get into one big fever and die; let us, derefore, cast 
lots, and choose one captain, to which the oders must 
submit ; den dat dere captain musb partee de fish here- 
away, there-away, mooha littel pieces, so dat it may 
last, and so dat it may not killee." 

We saw the wisdom of this proposal, and willingly 
assented to it, and, on J^^^ig lots, the office of captain 
fell to me. Now Jupiter had a flaming crimsoQ hand- 
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kerchief speckled with large yellow spote : tUs he 
&stened turban ahftpe, and put upon 1117 head. " Dat 
dere honkisher,' said he, " be de iokaa or de badgee of 
yonr auBority; now, Maasa Ymnk, cottee de viah." 

Old CapHtan would have laughed, and vay &ther 
would most probably have cried, il either of them 
oonld have seen me grsrely seated ob a lai^ rugged 
atone apportdoning our sayomy me^ I cut out three 
not over large alices, handed two to my oompauioaB, 
and teserved the other for myself. I^oky Eentuok 
fell to like a tttarred hound, and gobbled up hia allow- 
ance instantaneously. Jupiter and myaelT, however, 
were more wise. We tore off veiy little bits, and 
chewed it, and twisted it about in our moutha, and 
made as much fusa aa if tbey had been choke fiill of 
the most savoury hunchea of venison. In &ct^ we 
'VKK as long in finiBhing our ounce of fish, as thoudi 
a pound of the choicest ediblea had been nndragoing 
the progress of deglutition. 

"Is that there all we be a-guain to ha'1" inquired 
Eentuck, aulklly. 

" It is," said I, laconically, but decidedly. 

" Then, aU I hare got to say is, that it is tamation 
haidr 
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" Tou have placed me in authority," EOid I, haughtily ; 
" I shall do what I conceive best for the common good ; 
I eball allow no grumbling." 

Here Jupiter sidled up to me, evidently to back me 
up, Lanky Baw it was useless to be obatreperoua, so 
he gave in at once, but with a very ill grace. 

Up to the present time we had seen no human being, 
or the vestige of one, on the inhospitable shore on 
which we had been so unceremomoasly thrown, neither 
did we know whether we were on a continent or an 
island. The climate was, however, as hot as a furnace, 
and the sun shone down upon us with blistering in- 
tensity. His beams likewise acting on the swamps 
and bogs amid whioh we were thrown, caused large 
clouds of steam and vapour to arise, which overspread 
the heavens with a black, mephitic ourtaJn. We might 
almost be said to be in' a cauldron nearly at boiling 
heat, and we experienced gr?at difficulty in breathing. 
At nigbt, on the other hand, it was cold and chilly 
and we were glad to crouch closely together under a 
stunted mango bush to keep ourselves warm. It 
was plain we were in the very fooua of fever, and 
we determined to leave the pestiferous spot "We 
were now tolerably refreshed, and the dog-fish meals, 
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htnrever scanty and nnsaTouty, had obTioualj' agreed 
with OB. We determiued, therefore, to paddle along 
the shore, and, if possible, find better quarters. 

Luckily, for ua, we had preserved ft pair of oais, and 
the waters inside the reef being calm and placid, we 
fimud no difficulty in moving our tiny craft along. 
She was a beantifiil little punt, slender and gtacefol, 
and cut thrmigh the waters lilce an arrow. It is per~ 
fectly inconceivable, except to those who have been 
similarly situated, how dear that little gliding beauty 
became, and she was deservedly so, for without her 
what could we do) must we not miserably perish 1 
She was our hope, our only stay, our all in aU, 

For sereral days we paddled along the shore. Some- 
times the waters were so shallow that we were obliged 
to propel our pant throogh the slime and mud. Our 
labours were excessive and, in addition, our dog-fish 
began to grow "small by degrees;" but, alas! not to 
us " beantifiilly less." Up to the present time, I had 
apportioned about half a pound to each man per diem, 
but now I saw that we must no longer indulge in such 
extravagance, and at one fell swoop diminished onr 
ration one-hal£ Jupiter willingly and dieertiilly ac- 
quiesced in the alteration, bnt Lanky Elentnck did 
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not. He gnunbled and growled like a flayed rlimo- 
ceros, and looked as sulky aa a starred bear. I also ob- 
served that be eyed our reaeire of fisb witb a peculiar 
greedy, goul-Uke expreesioii of countenance, and I deter- 
mined to keep a watchful eye upon bia proceedings, 
and luckily it was I did so, for as soon as my back 
was turned, and Jupiter otherwise engaged, he stole 
gently to our store, and was in the act of appropriating 
a treble allowanc«^ when I sprang upon him as he was 
in the very act, and pinioned his anus tightly to his 
side. Jupiter, at my summons, now came to the scene 
of action, and, after a brief consultation, we determined 
to inflict tbe bastinado on the culprit, so, tripping up 
bis heels, we gave him one hundred blows on the 
soles of his feet, notwithataoding his cursee and voci- 
ferations, 

AAer this summary puuisbment^ Lanky stood more 
on his good behaviour. He never, however, acted 
sociably with us, but generally sat sulking in some 
comer apart. He would willingly have tried con- 
closions, but, as I said before, be was a bit of a 
craven, and obviously mounted the white fbather ; but 
if he had been as brave as a lion and as strong as a 
horse, we should have quickly repressed any attempt 
E 2 
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at mtttmy, for Jupiter waa eqnftlled by few in bone 
and mnscle, and myself in quickness and skill. 

We stm paddled onwards without improved pros- 
pects. I was again obliged to diminish our daily 
ration to about an ounce and a hal£ We were grow- 
ing momentarily weaker and more attenuated : we 
could hardly crawl along; a dysentery likewise tore ns 
to pieces ; our eyes sunk in our heads, and our &cee 
turned to a sickly yellow. We were nothing but akin 
and bone. Our I^ began to swell, our voices tui-ned 
harah and guttural, onr throats parched and dry, our 
blood smarted in our veins as though turned to nettles, 
our feet seemed huge lumps of heavy ice, our minds 
began to get con&sed, we aeemed wandering in a 
dream, we had, in &ct, reached the ne plug idtra of 
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CHAPTEE XXII. 

AN AOBKBAELG OHANOE, 



Ons day, about twelve o'clock, wt eat down to our laat 
meal of dog-fiah. We had arrived at the end of our 
tether; henceforth we miut turn cameleons and live 
on air. What to do we conld not tell. We had built 
up a wall of despair around us, whose frowning battle- 
ments we could not overleap. 

I distributed, with a tremnlous hand, the laat dregs 
of our store. "Oomrades," said I, "that b the last 
morsel, not an atom left !" 

" Our fate be tarnation hard," said Kentnck ; " and 
I think it almighty hard to be starved like this here ! 
Gobs it all !" 

" Cuss not at all, Masaa Lantee," said Jupiter; " put 
your trust up dere," pointing to the sky with hia 
chin, 

" And what use is that ere," aaid Kentnck, " when 
he up there never takes heed at all 1 yon may bawl to 
him from momii^ till night, but not a tamal good 
comes o' it!" 
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"Ah, MaBsa Kentnck, yoo be mocha bad, very 
mooha. Look dere." 

I looked in the direction pointed out, and saw a 
brilliant gleam of annHhine break throngh a bank of 
thick, heavy, black clouds. The clouds on ea«h side 
were like embattled walla brilliantly illuminated. It 
shone for a moment and then Tanished. 

" Dere," said Jupiter, "what think ee of dat dereJ 
Worra not dat the eye of Him np dere ) worm it mrt, 
Isayt Whowillsaytotheconttar'} Ehl" 

I know not why, but the gleam of snnshine and the 
remark of Jupiter had an instantaneous and faTonr- 
able effect on my mind. I looked on things with a 
more confident eye, and a gleam of hope, that we might 
yet emerge from all our difficnltiea, shot acroaa my 
mind. I also noticed that our little punt waa moving 
forward, by some mysterious means, very rapidly and 
of her own accord. I was a long time ere I could 
account for this singular phenom^ion. At length I 
noticed that the swampy lagoons were giving place to 
deep clear water, and that a current flowed out right 
a-head. Into this current we had slid, and were now 
borne along by it. We still had sufficient strength 
left to enable us to steer our tiny craft, and we rattled 
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on with increasiag velocity. The flat, monotonous, 
loTe] shore, now broke into abrupt hUla, intersected by 
deep ravines, overran with gigantic mango bushes and 
coarse, long grass. We now saw directly before us a 
lofty iron-bound cU^ about a mile in extent, broken 
into an abrupt precipica To the very centre of this 
precipice our punt was urged with irresistible force. 
We could see no opening, and it seemed as though the 
current was impelling ua against the &ce of the rocks, 
and that with such impetuosity, that we must ineri- 
tahly be dashed to pieces. Presently, however, we 
saw a narrow opening or chasm, through which the 
waters flowed with much noise and uproar. Oar ut- 
most efforts were now directed to keep our punt in the 
middle of the current, for if we swerved in the slightest 
degree to the tight or the left we must be dashed to 
pieces. N'earer and nearer we were urged, and it was 
extremely doubtful whether we could weather the lee 
side of the opening, which was a huge rock, ragged and 
splintered, and would staye in onr sidee like an egg- 
shell, if we were unlucky enough to be impelled against 
it. With the energy of despair, we strove to urge our 
pnnt into the centre of the current, and, like a little 
beauty as she was, she shook her feathers, and seconded 
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our eSbrtB with right good-will. Still we were bo 
weak that we could scarcely gain a point, aod ap- 
parently we were being driven right on the me- 
nacing rock. And now came the inevitahle moment: 
it seemed to ua as though we were lost, and all hands 
gave a final and last pull ; and, oh joy ! it was success- 
ful. We cleared the jagged point, but so very nar- 
rowly, that the side of our little punt rasped against it 
with an audible noise. 

For at least half a mile we were swept rapidly on- 
wards, the straits sometimes widening, sometimes con- 
tracting, the cliffs still towering to a considerable 
height on our right hand and on our left. We then 
entered a spacious bay, the waters placid and smooth 
as a mirror. We cast our tiny anchor in a beantiful 
little cove. Mango bushes stole down close to the 
edge of the watery intermingled with large yellow 
roses, and entwined with clematis and gigantic con- 
volvulj. It was a perfect wilderness of aromatic 
flowers of the choicest beauty. In the waters of the 
bay shoals of fishes glided about hither and thither, 
and; compared with our late place of location, it was 
an absolute paradise. 
We drew up our punt on land, and fastened it to 
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what seemed a large rough log of wood. We were 
greatly surprised to see the heavy-lookiiig object 
slowly imcoil itself and arise a Teritable unweeping 
docodile. It was an mmustakable monster of almost 
immeasurable length, and prodigious thickness, incased 
in large plates of impenetrable armour. Its jaws, 
which it opened and ahot with loud and reiterated 
daps, were as wide as moderate-sized barn-doors, and 
garnished with teeth, long and strong as the teeth 
of harrows. This nnmistakable beautf , angry at 
being disturbed in his nap, made at us with trenchant 
strides. It was useless to show fight to such an 
invulnerable opponent, so we took to our heels, helter- 
skelter, with blind precipitancy. As long as we fled 
in a straight line the monster gained upon us; we 
consequently adopted the doubling system, and so 
distanced him, but very barely. He was one time 
so near me in particuUr, that I had serious thoughts 
of mounting on his back, in imitation of the re- 
nowned Waterton on the cayman, and was only de- 
terred by the ridicule I should incur by performing 
such a ludicrous feat We at length escaped out 
of his clutches, out of breath, and &irly exhausted. 
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" If thia ere be-ant a ram go," said Kentnck, " I 
am almighty much ont in my reckooing." 

"Who, MaBBa Vrank," observed Jupiter, "would 
ha' sought dat dat big tree would ha' niimee ater 
us like dat) It be eartain sore rery hodd dat 
dere." 

" We must mind our p's and our q'a for the fiiture," 
aaid L 

" Berry sure of dat," said Jupiter. " Sould not 
like to be eatee, eatee hj a big tree like dat dere." 

" Talking about eating," said Eentuck, " I be tarna- 
tion hungry; there be fiahea in that ere creek; we 
can catch them by dozens." 

The Buggestion of Lanky was so reasonable that 
we set-to to serious fishing, and speedDj caught a 
good sabstantisi dinner. We then sat down under 
a mango bush, and entered upon our primitive re- 
past — raw fish and water. Jupiter and myself eat 
in moderation, but Lanky bolted it wholesala The 
consequence was that he was seized with intolerable 
pains. He threw himself on the ground, roaring like 
a mad bull, and twisted his long visage into sndi 
grotesque combinations, that Jupiter and myself 
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could not help barstimg into reiterated peals of 
laughter. 

We abode in thia agreeable nook for about a fott- 
uight, feasting on Ml without limit. We again grew 
agile and strong, and Jupiter and myeelf plump and 
&t. We were^ however, aatoniahed to see that, although 
Eentuck eat as much aa both of us put together, 
he still continued thin and cadaverous. Good feeding 
seemed not to take the least effect upon him ; he still 
remained a long ruckle of bone and sinews. "It is 
berry hodd," observed Jupiter, " dat dat dere lanty 
eatee, eatee, eatee, eatee all day long, yet him neber 
det &t; berry hodd, Masaa Yiank. Him oan't masti- 
cate— him can't didest — him hab no yenti&ls, dat is 
beny plain, berry plain indeed dat dere." 
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CHAPTER XXni. 

A STKAT DAUSEIi. 

Ajteb completely re-establiahing oareelves and core^- 
ing oar little punt, ve ons fine morning lefb our 
pleasant nook, and rowed leisurely along the Hhore. 
The breeze swept by us with a gentle munnur, the 
placid waves stole gently to the shore, and our cat- 
water clove the yielding waters, which swept by in 
a long line of sparkling foam-bells. Our bdlies were 
full of food, our minds fiill of pleasant &iicies, and 
we lolled and sang to our hearts' content. The 
fishes, too, below seemed full of &olic, and gam- 
bolled and sported about like mad things; nor were 
the birds in the mango bushes silent, or those on 
the wing idle — the one were crotcheting and quaver- 
it^ in a uoiversal descant, and the others wheeling 
and gallopading about in a thousand complicated 
evolutions. 

" This be berry nice, Massa Yrank — beny nice, 
be-ant itV said Jnpiter. 
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" Gloriotis!" said I — "unique!" 

" Do-ant ex&oerly knov what de nneat ma^ be, bnt 
not mocha doubt it be that era" 

" Taraatioa me ! " said Kentnck, " if I see any great 
Bhakes to brag on; i^ now, wo had a gallon of Ohio 
whiskey, it would be an almighty brag !" 

" Never contented, I^iiky" said I : " if you had 
the whiskey yon would cruTe for BOmetbing more." 

" In course I should," said lAiiky. " Ee«p moving, 
be the motto of a Kentucky lad ; we should be fools 
to stand still. If the Nation had not kept moving, 
we should never have gained Texas, and Califbniia, 
and the for West. Ko, no, give me a gallon of 
Ohio whiakey, and then a rosy-cheeked Ohio gaL 
Yes, to be sure, that be the way to go it — keep 
moving." 

All the time Lanky was making this speech he 
was lying flat on his back in the bottom of the boat, 
with his l€^ thrown over one of the thwarts, and, of 
oourse, his heels mach higher than his head. 

" Now," continued Lanb^, " you Englishers think 
jooiBelvee somebody, and so you particklaiy be when 
pared with othm- nation^ bat nobody when pared 
with us." 
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" Yon forget, Lanky," said I, " the raid of Roea 
&nd the sack of 'Washington." 

" And New Orleans, I s'poae," Raid Lanky, squirt- 
ing a jet of saliTa in the air. 

My reply was prerented by onr little pnnt gliding 
athwart the mouth of a magnificent river, the waters 
<f which were so still that we could with little diffi* 
oolty make way against it. I^e shores were literally 
covered with intermingled flowers and flowering 
shrubs, which swept down, and even dipped into 
the current Those flowers were of the most goigeona 
beauty, grown to a size inconceivable to a European, and 
of every imaginable species. The country was broken 
into gentle hills and secluded dells, absolutely choked 
and overwhelmed with the most beauti£il flowers. 
Never did I even dream of seeing such a paradise of 
sweete. Milton himself could not have im^iued endi 
an Eden ; it was lar beyond the reach even of his 
almost-boundless imaginatioiL And what amazed be- 
yond measure was this, that every species of flowers 
were in blossom at the same time. It was a per- 
petual spring ever blending into summer. The rose, 
the violet, the eglantine, the lily, mingled with the 
more gorgeous flowers of AMca and the antipodefl, 
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and all united to form one perennial — one eternal 
garland. Birds, too, of every species, and belonging to 
every region, hopped and carolled in the branolieB of 
Hbe spicy shrobs, from the gandy flamingo to the honte- 
ly-apparelled nightingale, and the breezes swept by, 
loaded with a profusion of odours, ever breathing 
forth an ..^Eolian melody. 

" This ia beautiful!" exclaimed I. 

" Pretty much considerably so," said Kentuck, " but 
you should see the Ohio banks — that there be the 
part for my money." 

" Beat dia, Massa Lantyl" demanded Jupiter. 

" Beat this I beat this I pretty much, I shoold cal- 
culate," replied Kentuck. 

" Can't swallow dat dere," said Jupiter. 

Kentuck was about to reply, when a beautiftil girl 
peeped timidly forth from a bower of mosa rosea. 
She might be about eighteen yearn of ^e, and ex- 
qioiaitely formed. Her beauty, too, was unique. Her 
cheeks were overspread with a univerBal blush, dell' 
oate as the bloom of the wild rose, and her bosom 
as white as the lily. She gazed upon us with a 
startled look as we approached her. Her eyes were 
blue as the purest summer skies, and her light-brown 
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locks fell in natnrsl carls on her Hebe-lite forehead ; 
one or two even lovingly embraced her beautdiiilly- 
chiselled shoiildeis. Oa het head ehe wore a species 
of coronal, formed of iDt«nmiigled rosee of every 
colour, and a girdle of violets and eglantine clasped 
her waist. She wore armlets and bracelets of prim- 
roses and snowdrops interlaced alternately, and a 
necklace of myrtle and jasmine, which fell around 
her in graceiul festoons. A garment formed of the 
blossoms of every species of flower, worked into a 
succession of rosettes, a proper regard being dis- 
played to the due effect of light and shade, fell 
from the wai^ to the knee, so that she moved and 
breaflied in sweets, she herself being the sweetest 
flower of all. I said before that when we first 
saw her she was in a brake of moss roses. From 
thisbiake there emerged three passages, cut in devions 
windings throogh the rose-trees. The pathways were 
profdsely gemmed with myriads of daisies and dan- 
delicms. Our object was to intercept the maiden, 
and for this purpose each of ns stationed himself in 
the entrance of an ontlet We then gradually closed 
np. The dsmsel, who at first appeared startled and 
inclined to fiy, now calmly surveyed each of us in 
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Boccesaion, and then Aawlj and nuyestically walked 
towards me. She came close to me, placed her hand 
upon her forehead, then on mine, three times in 
HucceBaion, repeating the following words, " £ia ae 
lola leta mi Lilia." When she repeated the word 
" Lilia," Bhe invariably pointed to herself ; from wliich 
we concluded her name to be " lilia," which we after- 
wards foimd to bo the case; In order to asecre her 
of our amity, I took her fair hand in min^ kissed 
it, and then placed my own on her forehead, and 
on my own, three tim«s in succession. Jupiter and 
Eentuck approached to go through tlie same cere- 
mony, but ehe would only accord one forehead touch 
to each. We afterwards found she had given me 
the salutation due to a chieftain; to my comrades, 
those graierally bestowed on dependents. 

Aftier the ceremony of introduction was concluded, 
she invited me by signs to accompany her &rther up 
the delL I accordingly walked by her side, she placing 
the tips of her fingers on my shoulder as I walked 
along. Jnpiter and Lanky followed behind, keeping 
at a most respectful distance. I ooold hold no con- 
verse with my charming companion except by signs. 
She was, however, continually pointing out to me some 

L 
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beSintiAil bover, some delightful recess, in tluB wilder- 
oesa of BWeeta. The glens, the hills, lihe valleys, were 
perfectly oTerspread with them — nothing but one wide^ 
undnl&ting ocean of unfading flowen. We seemed to 
h&ve dropped suddenly into a land of glamour, and 
our fair conductress might be token for the wonder- 
working enchantress who had conjored up all those 
astonishing creations to view. 

I still walked on by the edde of lilia, the tips of her 
rosy fingers resting on my shoulder. I could not, toi 
the life of me, help now and then forttvely gazing 
upon her; neither could I sudSciently admire her, she 
was BO elastic and perfectly gracefiil in all her move- 
ments, I oonld have gazed for ever on that beautifdl 
j^rl, neither coold I hare wished for a woriMer occu- 
pation. At length .we arriTed at a narrower passage, 
formed of eglantine, interlaced at top, and drooping 
down in wild, natural festoons: anon we entered ^ 
somewhat wider avenue, formed of jasmine, and then 
one wider still of mingled sweetbriar and clematis ', 
then we emerged into a wide area, overspread with 
dwarf roses, chinarasters, mignionette, and heather; 
and at the fiuther extremity of this area we saw what 
appeared at first a gigantic arbour, bnt which we 
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afterwardfl fbimd to be bhe dwelling of LUia and ber 
parents. 

How shall 1 describe this flower dwelling, I, who yms 
ever a prose plodder from m^ youth 1 Moore might do- 
scribe it^ but I confess I shall bc^le sadly; but yet I 
must try. In the fitst place, then, an arcade, formed of 
myrtle, passed through it from north to south, but not in 
a straight line, and from this arcade divers apartments 
or arbours opened. Each apartment was formed of a 
different species of flower or shrub : there was the 
rose, the lilac, the eglaatine, the arbutus, the syidnga, 
and, in &ct, apartmeuta of every spedes of flower or 
shrub known to man. But the grand central chamber 
waa the great object of attraction. Its walls were 
composed of every known species of flxjwerB or shrubs^ 
formed either in separate layers or panels, each layer 
or panel being formed of one species. It was a truly 
gorgeous chamber, gurpBasing even the &bled splen- 
dour of the Arabian Kighta in its unique magni- 
fioenoe. In its centre, a grand fountun threw ctystal 
jets high in air, and the sunbeams admitted aslant, 
through orifices purposely left, the raptured eye 
viewed, as through a magnificent prism, an infinity 
of resplendent rainbowii, ever varying, ever graoefnl, 
1.2 
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like the images of a kaleidoBcope. I conld not help 
langliing at the grotesque manner in wMcK lanky 
and Jupiter showed their admiratioru Jnpiter opened 
his eyee to their Ailleet extent, so that they shone 
through the black casket in which they were incased 
like a brace of £re-balla ; and Kentnck twisted his 
long visage into a thousand absurd contortions, ever 
and anon squirting out a jet of saliva. After passing 
through this chamber of chambera, Lilia conducted ua 
through a long labumam arcade, and entered a sober, 
though stately, apartment, formed of intermingled 
myrtle and ivy; and in this apartment, aeat«d on a 
natural divan of thyme and heather, we saw two per- 
sonages, a male and female, iar advanced in life, whom . 
we afterwards found to be the &ther and mother of 
our lair conductress. 

They were dressed precisely in the same style as 
Lilia, the only difference being that their waiatcloth 
was formed of flowers of more sombre hue. We soon 
ascertained that Ivias was the name of the father, 
Jaaminis the name of the mother. Ivias wore long 
hair, white as the driven snow, descending even to his 
girdle; Jasminis had her locks braided, and ^most 
hidden in a circlet of dark purple jasmine Sowers. 
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Lilia tripped up to her parents, and placed ber hand 
six times alternately to her own and the forehead of 
each of her parents, and this ceremony they recipro- 
cated. She then, in clear mnsloal acoeats, addressed 
a short speech to them, which, aa she occasionally 
pointed in oni' direction, we concluded to relate to ua. 
When she had finished, they all three arose, and beck- 
oned us to follow them, which we did into a room 
obviously set out for refresbm^it 

Tiaa chamber was formed of dwarf palm-trees, and a 
shrub which we may call the " bread-imd-butter 
shrub," It was profusely covered with balls, about 
the size of a racket-hall, of a bright golden colour, 
wiiidi balls were the flower blossoms of the shrub. At 
the upper end of the chamber a gentle cascade of clear 
crystal water fell into a basin formed of green tnrf, 
gemmed with daisies and white violets- A. little 
in advance of this fountain several rose-leave plates 
and platters were laid out on tbe emerald turf; the 
platters filled with water from tlie adjacent fountain, 
the plates with the blossoms of the " bread-and-butter 
shrub." Our host motioned oa to sit down, and then 
invited us to eat and drink. I could not help admiring 
the grotesque, though would-be solemn, looks of Ken- 
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tuck and Jupiter. " A ram go thia," whispered Ken- 
tuck. "A berry moche queer dinner dis," replied 
Jupiter, " dem flowers and dia water." " I wish I wor 
iu old Kentucky again," sighed Lanky, with a ludi:- 
croua longitude of countenance; "who could have 
thought it would ever have come to thisT — floweis wid 
wat«r ![ tarnation seize sich aitables! almighty much 
worser nor dog-fish!" 

While my companions were thus grumbling, I had 
tasted one of the flower-balls, and found it absolutely 
delicious. I eat another, and another, and yet another. 

" By the hookey," said I^nky, " if the governor 
be-ant almighty strong on that ere flower grab — FU 
try and mastercate some myself;" so saying, he fell 
to, and, like me, liked it exceedingly. Jupiter 
then chimed in, and we most assuredly made a hearty 
dinner. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

OBBSIBTATIOHS Olf THE FLOWER IE 



I COULD not but admire ttie norel Bingularitiee of the 
people amoDg 'whom I had been bo BUddetil; cast. 
Their housee were formed of flowers, their diessee of 
the same beautifiil materials, and they lired npon 
flowers, Everything they did took its imeo from 
those giacefol ideals of beauty, those gems of the uni- 
verse. IVTild, joyous, and innocent, tbey dwelt amid 
the bright sceaee of their lovely land in sweet repose 
and unbridled happiness. The fabled legends of 
Arcadia were realiaed In their erer-blooming hills and 
valleys. 

Th^ worshipped one Supreme Being, and they wor- 
shipped him in the woods and groree, not in temples 
moa^t by human hands. The blue vault of heaven 
was their canopy, the songs of the birds and the melo- ' 
diona breezes their choral accompaniments. They bad 
groves expressly set apart for the worship of the Deity, 
trained into wide and mEyestic avennei^ solemn and 
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stately as the aisles of a Gothic cathedraL All those 
aisles terminated in a large oblong area, open to t^e 
eby, in the yery centre of the grove. The lofty palm, 
oak, beech, and cedar, here intermingled their branches, 
which were hong with votive offerings of flowers of 
eveiy known kind. The eflect was grand and stately, 
nay, even magnlflcent ; and when thousands of assem- 
bled worshippers pealed forth the hymn of praise or 
thanksgiving, it was sublime. If ever the notes of 
adoration or supplication ascended to the throne of the 
Dd^r, it must have been from such a temple as this. 
I often heard such universal hynm ascend in after 
days, and I never heard anything human comparable 
to it. It was a majestic harmony, perfectly heavenly. 

The island was divided into districts, and the oldest 
inhabitant in each district acted as priest. He bound 
the votive offerings to the branches of the trees, and 
offered prayers and supplications for the people. 
Flowers were the only offerings made to the Deity, and 
such offerings formed the staple of their rel^ous cere- 
monies. Marriages were celebrated by the simple 
interchange of myrtle sprigs, and on such occasions 
the priest bound a myrtle garknd, intermingled with 
roses, to a pendent branch of a strawberry or haw- 
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thom-tree, ELnd ottered a ahort prayer for the hap- 
piness of the bride and bridogrooou The whole as- 
sembly then accompanied them home, chanting and 
singing an epitbalamium, at the end of eveiy strophe 
waving garhmds of flowers in the air. The eight was 
pleasing in the extreme, and the dying ialls and gia- 
dnal swellings of the choral chant sweetly m^odiona 
I could haye viewed the delightfol soene and listened 
to the entrancing chant for ever. Not bo that con- 
founded old marplot, Lanky; he, on thia, as on eyery 
other subject, was continually making odious com- 
parisons with Kentucky. "That ere q)tioing, and 
that ere salm-singing be right slick away; but yon 
should hear bluff Bill and his da-ter Margery; that 
be singing. Oh, myt yee! slap-bang, and beyond." 
Thus would the crusty mule keep maundering, fail I 
was sometimea tempted to crack hia skull like an 
eggshelL Jupiter, on the contraiy, vronld get into 
absolute ecHtBeie& He would grin till his nLouth was 
elongated from ear to ear, roll his ^es about, olap his 
hands, and out such a variety of out-of-the-way capers 
that I, on more than one oooaslon, absolutely thought 
his wits were gone wool-gathering. 
The Flower ialandsia did not believe in a future 
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state of exiafenoa They believed that the uniTerse 
vae one great and incomprehensible Being, composed 
of matter and spirit, and that every animated thing 
vas & portion of tliis great First Caose, and that 
when death oocorred, the component parts were re- 
stored to their original state — matter to matter, and 
spirit to spirit, and that individoal identity was 
thus thoroughly eradicated. Keither old Kentuck or 
Jupiter could make head or tail of this curious doc- 
trine. "It may be tarnation good," Lanky would 
say, "but I'm blowed if I can make head or tail 
of it : old Joe Smith and his Mormon It^c was fax 
away better." " All dis be mocha, mocha berry 
hodd," chimed in Jupiter : " every ting one live big 
ting, eatee, eatee us hap when we die do; my head 
be berry thick, can't see dat — no, no, can't see dat" 

We had been in the island scaroely & week ere a 
marked improvement displayed itoelf in our personal 
appearance. We grew &eeh and plump, and the water 
and flower diet, notwithstanding the ontagoniam of 
Kentuck, evidently agreed with us. The jalanders, too, 
were unbounded in thdr kindness and hospitality ; 
they could never do enough for us, and we began to 
think we had dropped into a complete Elysium. 
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CHAPTER 2XT. 



IIOSE ADENT ULIA. 



Oh, Winifred, Winifred I why did you act Buch an 
equivocal part in the TOAtter of Bob Sinclair! If yon 
had not thrown bo mnch dnst in my eyee, and swayed 
to and fro, like a reatleas pendulum ax yon were, tlie 
deplorable tale I Bhall have at no distant apace to 
recount would never have been recorded in the annals 
of woe. Pique, and perhaps, in the end, a Blice of 
a warmer feeling induced me to toy and flirt wi'tli 
Lilia, till she, poor girl, was bo enveloped and entan- 
gled in the meshee of Cupid, that nothing but that 
grim, old murderous felon Death could release her 
irom thraldom. 

I was extremely fond of roaming alone and ponder- 
ing on matters at home, and, of course, Winifred 
and Bob Sinclair were generally in the fbregronnd, 
though sometimes old Gapstan ' occupied that not- 
to-be-envied position. I often recalled to mind the 
old veteran's deecriptiona of the solitary islands and 
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memuudB of the ocaan, and Low my mind, &om the 
earliest period, bad been imbued and saturated, as it 
were, with the legends relating thereto. What had 
previously been only the phantasies of the imagina- 
tion were now converted into reaUtiee. The Flower 
Island and Lilia equalled, if not sorpassed, the most 
romantic pictures ever drawn by my teeming fancy. 
My mind had, by its previous training, been disposed 
to admit the wondtoua sequences with iacility, and 
the ideal graces of the visionary mermaiden had at 
once been ti-ansferred to the real Lilia. T, from 
the first, felt a kind of poetic love for her, a love 
consiit-gennan to the Platonic ; but yet not Platonic, 
because the beauty of the person entered aa much 
into my ardent conception as the beauty of the mind. 
She was to me as one of those lovely phimtoms con- 
jured up to the mind in early youth, just at the 
precise moment when the influenoe of female beauty 
fiiBt begins to exert its natural infiuenoa It was, 
however, powerM enonf^ to induce me, whether or 
no, to throw a certain unresttaioed tenderness into 
my manner, and undisguised admiration into my 
looks, which Lilia, with true female tact and qniok- 
itess, soon perceived. Deceived by those appear- 
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auces, she, from the first, abandoned har yaang, in- 
nocent heart to ita new and deiicdoTiB impolBee. 

It came to paaa that Lilia and myael^ whether 
deaigtiedly or ^ot I will not say, met onoe or twice, 
even thrice, every day. We wandered in the glens, 
the dells and valleyB, amid the trees and the floweie. 
Those walks were to me delicious — deUcioas, too, to 
my sweet companion. We could not as yet oonverB^ 
but by signs made one another understand much, and 
we every day got greater adepts in this speoieB of 
c(mvereatiou; and I must here record that we seemed 
mutually to contrive that those signs should become 
more and more indicatiTe of affection; the island 
custom of forehead touching was often repeated, and 
I introduced the English method of walking with 
interlaced arms, but she would only adopt this 
method when we were alone. There was a beautiful 
and secluded dell about a quarter of a mile from 
the Flower Palace j it was reached by a devious 
pathway wandering between bowera of jasmine. It 
was surrounded by sloping banks, on three sides 
covered with syringa, arbutus, and labomam treee ; 
the fonrth side, fonaing the entrance, being mudi 
oontiacted. At the top of this dell there bubbled a 
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crystal fotmkiin, vhich, welling over its emerald 
border, atrayed in a mazy line a-down the centre, 
amid green creeses and wster-lilies. A little to the 
right, on the eastern side of this delicious retreat, 
was a small pluitatiou of bread-aud-batter trees intei^ 
spersed with their picturesqne balls. Close to the 
fountain were two turf seats, oremin with piimrosea 
and violets. This lovely dell Lilia called her wood- 
laud parlour — her own sanctum, where no one dare to 
intrude without her express invitation. It, however, 
came'to pass that scarcely a day passed but what I 
was her guest — her only guest. With interlaced anna 
we would leisurely walk up the jaainine pathway, 
stopping ever and anon to examine the opening buds 
of the flowers, or to listen to the merry carols of the 
bird& When we reached the deH we would gather 
in our baskets a few full-grown balls from the bread- 
and-butter trees, and fill our cups from the crystal 
fountain, and, sitting down on the turf seats, would 
eigoy with well-t«mpered rapture our rural banquet 
chatting as well as we could, and sometimes uplifting 
our voices in song. It wss, likewise, on those never- 
to-be-fbi^j^otten occasions that we tanght one another 
our respective languages, amid much merriment at the 
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awkward bltmdera we were oontinnallj tnaTring, The 
first verb I tanglit her to coujugate wbs the verb 
" To love." It waa too wicked of me to do this, bnt 
I wished to hear that sweet sUver voice of hers to 
mnrmor forth "I lore." I did hear it, and it f^ 
like majma into the veiy core of my heart. 

Poor Lilia ! evaneacent days of long-past happiness ! 
"Why do I now coiyure yoa np ) Why shatter my 
heart to fi-agmentg by opemng np the Tistos of me- 
mories which ought to be consigned to the waves of 
oblivion t 
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CHAPTEEXXVI. 



A LIAISON OP C 

In a Sower duelling a little to the eastward of that 
of lilia there abode the Princess Orchidia. She vas 
about fifty years of age, short and obese, with a flat, 
broad &ce, and round, ballet head ; and, as &r as 
personal proportions went^ qmte the reyerse of I^nky ; 
yet from the first time those personages met a kind of 
sneaking kindness sprang ap between them. Orchidia 
practised the forehead ceremony not less than six 
several tdme»— a mark of distinction which Kentack 
had by this time learned to appreciate, and, in con- 
sequence, he squirted out a huge jet of saliva, utter~ 
ing at the same time, "almighty sLck right there 
away." The spitting and words Orchidia considered 
to be highly complimentary, and, in consequence, moat 
graciously invited him into her sanctum. This in- 
vitation he accepted, and was escorted therein by his 
&ir hostess having, according to custom, placed the 
tips of her right-h^id fingers on his shoulder. I^nky^ 
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ia order, I presume, to cut a &gaxe, Btmtted in i& 
the most oiUri majmer, throwing his head back, toas- 
ing his nostrils high in air, and aplaTiug out hia toes 
ia such an extravagant manner that be more than 
once kicked the shina of the hapless princess. " Tar- 
nation Bony," he wonld exclaim on such occasions, duck- 
ing his head j "hopes jon won't take that ere matter 
awry." The princess took tJioae kickings in good 
part ; nay, I rerily beliere she consid»«d them as 
marks of affection show^^d on her according to the 
custom of his cotintty, and thus old Kentuck -was un- 
wittingly making lore with his toes. On, therefore, 
they sped till they arrived at the upper end of the 
apartment, where a grand collation was spread, and 
many domestics assembled to do honour to the distin- 
guished guest. Lanky was placed on the right hand 
of, and in close contiguity to, the princess j and 
scarcely was he seated, ere he made an instantaneous 
and rapid attack on the viands before him, smacking 
hia lips, and chewing away like a cayman He neither 
looked to the right or to tlie left, but dashed away 
am-amor«, heedless of all things, but making the moat 
of the good things so profusely set he&ae him. The 
princess looked on his masticatory prooen with ad- 
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miring eyes j >he doubtless thought Ke wu displaying 
lids gaatronomio capabilities to do her honour, and tlins 
had Kentnck, unawares to himsel)^ wormed himself stall 
&rther into the afiectiona of Orchidia, and before he 
bad finished his never-to-be-forgotten meal be had 
completelj won her heart, and was the undoabted 
lord of her fortunes. 

When he ceased to eat, he threw himself back in his 
seat, patted bis stomach, and uttered a loud pech. 
" BloVd," said he, " if that eaw a'nt a good tuot out, 
I'm no Kentuckian." He then, in a boarae, uproarious 
Toioe, sung "Yankee Doodle," at the end of erery 
stave squirting out a jet of saliviL The Princess 
seemed in raptures with her boisterous inamorato, and 
expressed herself to that effect in her own language, 
of which lAnky knew not a word, but, nevertheless, 
kept nodding and winking in the most knowing 
manner all the time she was speaking. It cbanoed, 
however, that one sentence in her address very much 
resembled " oro-oo-dil al-mi tic.** " Madam," replied 
he, " i£ you are after bouncing about a big crocodile 
Kentac^ can beat you all to sticks in that there 
hartiole, I was once chased by a tarnation big un 
sixty yards long; he ran full butt at me ^ih open 
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maatb ; I was &irl; inside Mb jaws — hov did I get oat, 
madamt Ail you be tliere, be you) Well, then, 
ma'am, I had io, my right hand an ahnighty stroag 
hiokory staff six feet long; what shonld I do, ma'am, 
but puts that there staff perpendicular right slick 
away on his lower jaw, bo that when that there big 
hanJTnal tried to shut his mouth he couldn't do it, but 
went plop, plop, plop! so I took that ere hopportonity, 
jumped out, and, turning round, sent a tamatiou big 
bullet into his midriff." The priucesB, who under- 
stood not a mngle word that Eentuck had uttered, 
evidently, howerer, took it as highly complimentary 
to herself, and was bo ddighted, that she ordered Iter 
attendoQta to decorate him with a robe of honour, one 
of the highest distinctions she could confer, abort of 
matrimony itself A brace of pretty girls approadied 
him and motioned him to riae, which he had no aooner 
done, than they enveloped him in a waistcloth of the 
most &ntsstic and goi^eons flowers. " Capital ! " shouted 
lAuky; "if that ere aint main fine, blow me tight." 
He then sent forth a prodigious jet of sahva. The 
princees now gave another signal, and the maidens 
placed on his head a circlet of flowers. This, however, 
did not seem to please Lanky at all; he looked sheep- 
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ish, Etnd fidgeted about, Siat on one leg then on the 
other. "Madun," said he, "this be too much of a 
mochneee; I didn't bargain for thia here fool's-cap; 
'fipoee next yon viU Bpank me out in bells I much 
bleeged for your wittlea and all that ere, but not fbr 
this ere fool's-cap. Qood bwye t'ye, ma'am!" So 
saying, Lanky, in high dudgeon, shambled out of the 



It will be Been from this and other passages in this 
veritable history, that Lanky Kentuck was a prodigions 
romancist, in that respect a star of the first magnitude. 
The atoiy of the crocodile, in particular, was redolent 
of GuUiTerian appendages, and, as a fitel-rate liar, he 
might, undoubtedly, be considered as unique. 
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CHAPTER XXVn. 

HOKB AKBNT LILIA. 



Ths progress of Lilia m learning the English langu^e 
was very great, and she, doubtless, had a great talent 
for acquiring languages. Living continually among 
flowers, and birds, and trees, ber mind woe beauty 
and grace personified, and stole its hues from tbe in- 
iiocent and ddigbtiiil things around ber. If there was 
any deficiency in her mental configuration it was its 
want of strength. Like the odour-breathing eglantine, 
the support of extraneous objects was necessary to her 
very existence ; but then she clung arotmd those props 
so closely, that to tear her away fi-om them was annihila- 
tion. Her whole heart and soul was set npon one cast ; 
if that &iled, the world and all its allurements were 
empty toys, nay, gloom and thick darkness. Alas ! I 
soon perceiTied that poor Lilia loved me too well. It 
is tmB) nothing could be more shy and delicate than 
her behaviour to me; yet, whether or not, and doubt- 
lessly unknown to herself that love was perpetually 
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oozing oat in a thoTisond little ways. Thus one daj 
we were waiting together, our conversation happened 
by some chance to relate to my &r-diBtant home^ and 
I had signified my intention at no distant date to 
return thither. Scarcely had I so expressed myself 
when I felt her arm, which was interlaced in mine, 
tremble convnlsively, and, on looking at her, I saw that 
her fooe was as pale as death. On stopping and ex- 
pressing my concern at her obviouB illnees, " Do not be 
alarmed," said she, "it u only a trifling spasm; I shall 
soon be better." Sweet Lilial it was, indeed, a spasm, 
but a spasm which had fixed its roots in her heart, 
never, never to he eradicated. 

I now b^an seriously to examine my own heart, 
and I found the image of my cousin Winifred enshrined 
there— there was no permanent place fi>r Lilia. Ho- 
nour, then, bade me absent myself from lalia, and I 
did so, but the poor stricken deer could not forget me. 
She repaired to our old haunts, but she found me not 
She wept, and she grew pale. What was I to do f 
What could I do! In civilized countries & thousand 
objecta are perpetually in view, weaning the soul from 
the bitterest scotow; not so in the Isle of Flowers — 
there were only the birds, the flowers, the trees, tiie 
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Mia, theTaUeys; and all those Uimgs \rere insepaf&bly 
connected with mej ahe had enjoyed them with me, 
and my companionship was wound np with them all. 
To aay I felt sorrow for her, would be but a weak 
exposition of my feelings : my heart liteially bled for 
her. I often Baw her concealed behind the rose or 
^lantines looking after me when I wandered forth. 
She knew not that I saw her. On those occasions her 
eyes would be suf^ised with tears. She literally 
haunted my paths. I am well aware that sach con- 
dact in ladies would seem etrange and sadly oat of 
keeping in Hyde Park or Kensington Gardens, bat 
poor Lilia knew nothing of the eonTentionalities of . 
mvilized life; sbe was the unsophisticated child of 
nature, and knew not how to conceal any feeling or 
passion implanted by that universal mother; and 
though her innate sense of delicacy wonld have taught 
her not to display her affection offiraoosly or out of 
place, yet, as I said befbre, she knew not 1 was aware 
of her love-hidinga, and her love oozed oat in a thoa- 
sand different ways. One day I unwittin^y stumbled 
upon her as she was reclining on a bank of violets 
behind a roae-bash. I could not, without radeness, 
avoid her. She looked at me with love-lighted, yet 
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Knrowfnll; reproachfal, eyes I coold not re&ain from 
telling her how giief-Btmok she looked, and at the 
same time attempted the vaia office of cooaoktion. 
She uttered not a Tord, but resting her head on my 
shooldei*, Bo as to conceal her countenance, sobbed 
convulsively, and then wept bitterly. 

Would to God we had never met ! There lay the 
head of that beautiful girl on my shoulder. Her t«ats 
fell fast, and I knew those tears fell on account of my 
unkindness. My spirit was sore tried : if I now gave 
way, I must make up my mind to stay in tite Isle of 
Flowers, and to marry Lilia. It would be worse than 
' cmelty not to do so under such oiTOumstances ; I there- 
fore placed her gently on the violet seat, and, with 
tears streaming down my cheeks, abruptly left her 
presence. 
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OHAPTER xxvrn. 

WE QUIT THE ISLE OF rLOWEBS, 

Odb pnnt WBs anchored in b little core near tlie 
spot where we lauded, and scarcely a day paaeed bnt 
daring some period of which I went not down to pay 
her a Tisit. Scarcely knowing what I did when I left 
Lilia, I ran down to the boat, and, launching her, 
jumped in and paddled from ahore. Jupiter was asleep 
in the bottom, and hardly had I rowed a hoat's length 
from Uie ahore ere Lanky Eentnck appeared in aigbt, 
maiking signs for me to atay and take him on board, 
which I very willingly did. He appeared mach 
flurried and in great haste. " It be tarnation unkind 
of you," Baid he, "to ehore off like this here, and take 
French leave like that there." These words recalled 
me to my senses. What I had hitherto done had been 
done mechanically. I certainly had no design to leave 
the ialand eo very abruptly, but I found we had un- 
wittingly got into an impetuous current which swept 
oa seaward. Vainly did we strive to regain the shore ; 
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we Tere enrept onwaid with iireeistible fury, I cast a 
last look at the Isle of Flowers. Poor Lilia was oa a 
rock by the aeadde, gazing after us. Her elbowa wen 
resting on her knees, and her long, beautiful hair fell 
dishevelled around, and almost hid her oountenance. 
She was thus gazing when a turn of the coast hid her 
from T16W, 

" If that aint a nun ocmsani, I 'm a bleBsed sinner," 
said Kentnck. 

" Mooba, mocha," said Jupiter, who had just awoke 
from bis nap, and was ntting up in the boat, nibbing 
hiseye& 

"That there princess," said Lanky, "wot wor in 
lore wi' me will hare the ebine taken out of her 
when she knows I 'm off." 

" Worra is maaaa up tol" said Jupiter — " a-leaving 
that mocha perty gin behind bimt Not like dat." 

" Aflk the cnrrent," said I, " for, whether we are 
willing or not, we must go." 

" Almighty hard in the current," said Lanky. 

" Berry mocha too bad," rejoined Jupiter. 

The current carried ub on with the greatest fuiy 
and impetuosity ; we were as a foam-bell on its flake- 
coTsred mana Bometimee we got into funous eddiee 
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or whirlpools, which toned and whirled ns abont in a 
thousand odd gyiatiooB. Onr little barqae cat all 
kinds of curious capers, yet still bore ua onward 
acatMess. She waa a prime little beauty, and skimmed 
over the dancing wavee like a dolphin, and the Isle of 
Flowers, its pictnresqne hills and beantiiul valleya 
were soon lost to view. 

" The ciurent^" said I, "is manifestly bearing ns out 
into the ocean." 

" Tarnation nngenteel in the current!" exclaimed 

" Berry mocha so," chimed in Jnpiter. 

Ungenteel or not, we were carried with reeistlees 
fbro& We might as well attempt to bridle the whirl- 
wind as to wear ship, or row out of the vertex. 
The day declined, and the night oveishaded all things, 
and yet our gallopade continued unabated. Lucky it 
was for us the winds slept quieeceut; for, if they had 
bestirred themselyes, and lashed the waves into fury, 
we must inevitably have been lost. At length, a 
little after midnight, our velocity diminished, and con- 
tinued so to do till dawn, wh^ our runaway steed 
stood motionless in the midst of an nnmeaaurable ex- 
panse of ocean. 
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Yea, this nuaoooontable and eccentric ourrent had 
borne na in its mad arms, and placed us in a waste 
of wstere, wher^ onless from tlie son's position, we 
conld not tell east &om west, or noitli &om sonth. 
We had no proyisions — not an ounce of eatables, or 
a oroBe of drinkables. We had to thank the preoiotu 
euTTent for the onenriable predicament in which -we 
were placed. This was not the first time I had been 
played odd tricks by currents. One time a current o£ 
men, hastening onward to see a balloon ascent of 
Mrs. Graham, carried me, willy-nilly, and threw me 
headlong, like a piece of sea-tangle, into a w&ter- 
bntt^ where I was within an ace of being drowned ; 
another time, a cnirent of Irish women, hastening 
with load wboopa and female clangour to take part 
in s skrimmage between the Church-lane tactions of 
(yBisUaghan and Shanghnessy, cast me, like a 
bundle of dirty linen, into an immense washing-tab, 
wherein I was soused repeatedly by the yelling 
washerwomen till half-drowned. But why conjure 
up all the mishaps I have sustained &om currents 1 
it will be amply sufficient, at least, for the present^ 
to deal with that monster one which has harried 
me so unceremoniously into the midst of the ocean. 
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When tlie sun arose, and bis rays fell aslant on 
tlie waters, they ^tteied and shoae like a golden 
mirror: the whole expanse of ^ky was a deep cerulean 
without a single cload. The fire-chariot, unlike the 
often-didl leaden orb of our own variable oUmate, 
was an immense orb of fire, blazii^ forth with un- 
mitigated lustre. About mid-day be was neaxfy 
vertical, and the zenith was red and ruddy, like the 
reflection thrown back by an immense confiagration. 
A few light, fleecy clouds also now, like careering 
birds, began to arise and float hither and thithes 
above the horizon. The sea-birds too, with not un- , 
musical clamour, wheeled around in the air, and the 
fiahee played all sorts of meny antics in the waters. 
The scene was altogether enlivening and glorious, 
and, despight our precarious position, we could not 
help gazing upon it with admiration. 

Kight came, and the moon and the stars arose 
magnificently beautifiiL The moon shone forth, a 
beautifiil silver crescent floating in the sky amid a 
flood of light gossamer clouds, which added lustre 
to, instead of diminishing one tittle firom, her softened 
beauty. The clouds, too, tinged more or less by 
her rays, resembled an infinity of floating rainbows. 
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Every Btar, likewise, as compared witJi our etaxe, was 
an absolute sun in magnitude and lirilllanty — such a 
gorgeous sight I had never before seen. 

" Beiy pert^ dat dare," said Jupiter, pointing to 
the sky ^th his chin. 

" Grand, and beaatifiilly sabiune," said L 

" A pot of Ohio beer and a leg of Buaquehannah 
velvet-backed duck would be tarnation much finer, 
blow me," growled lAnky, 

« Him make him's belly a fetiaoh," chimed in Jupiter, 
" and den &11b down and worships it" 

" You might as well say, Juj^, that he turned his 
back upon himsel£" 

" Him do dat dere for eatee and drinkee, maasL" 

We then arranged that we shoold sleep and watch 
by turns, and thus passed the night. 
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CHAPTER TTTTY 

8TIU. AT SEA. 



At dawn a freah breeze sprang up, yet not bo as 
to lash the eea into fary. It waa a gentle refi'eshing 
gale, just ondnlating the sor&oe of the ocean, no that 
we rocked and swayed to and fro, as tbongh in a 
cradle. The clonds, however, loomed heaTily in the 
difitanoe, but still we saw the saa at interraU ; and 
luokily it was we did so, as it was the only means 
hy which we knew how to steer our little punt. I in- 
variably steered eastward, at lesst as &r as I ooold 
do so with the imperfect means at my diepoaal; and 
this I could only guess at by noting the positiou of 
the snn in the heavens. By steering due east I 
thought we might reach the coast of Southern A&ioa. 
For another day and night we were tossed to and &u 
on the illimitable waste of waters, and we be^^aa to 
get ravenous with hunger as well as thirst We 
looked knives and forks at the fishes which played 
beneath us and the wild fowl whioh flew over head, 
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bal they pla3red and flew on, and evidently laughed 
at OS. The fowl knew we had no powder — the 
dolphins knew we hod no £sh-trap. It is true, old 
Xentack leant over the sides of onr punt now and 
then, and darted his immeasurable longitude of ann 
into the waters, thinkiiig to grapple one of the finny 
multitude, but they jilted liii" with the greatest ease, 
and on one occasioa Kentnck was very near being 
made food for fishes, instead of making food of fish ; 
6a, malnng an extra lounge after a fot twtut, he cap- 
siezd heels over head into the water, and went down 
to pay a visit to the coml caves of the ocean. The 
Lord knows how far he went down, but after a no-in- 
conaderable apace he arose, blowing and sputtering like 
a grampus, and, ere we could lay bold of him, down 
he went to pay a second visit, as though some first- 
rate spread had thoroughly &soinated him. Again 
be rose, and, by good luck, Jupiter grasped hastily 
the hair of his caput and dragged him incontinently 
on board. For a long time he lay blowing and 
snrating in the bottom of the boat, uttering at in- 
tervala ench exclamations as the following : " A tarna- 
tion go this" — " lUght slick away" — " A puncheon of 
wat«r in my yentrails'' — "Oh] by the living jingo, 
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bat thia hexe boofp Ohio sprat-waUopping to an 
almighty notMn^" He finiahed his objurgatLona by 
angrily demanding of Jupiter, " why he wor so mighty 
nngeiiteel as to drag Tiini into that ere punt by the 
hair of the headi" 

" Bleeged to do dat dere," said Jupiter, " oder-vis 
Massa lanty irould have drinkee too mocha wata; 
but as him seem to be bo beny fond of dat dere 
drinkee, next time him gets in de vata him may 
drinkee, drinkee him bellee fuU,~ Jnpiter will not pall 
him'a hair any more." 

I conld sot help laughing at the impudence and 
tangfroid of Lanky, and the dcoll reply of Jupiter: 
both speechee were quite characteristic of the men. 

A short time after this incident, I heard a tremen- 
dous clamour oTer-head, and, looking up to ascertain 
Uie cause, saw a large flouk of petrels wheeling and 
careering about like mad. 3o ooofused and hetero- 
gencona vae the mdia, that I was a long time ere I 
aaoertained they were engaged in a battle-royal; and 
80 intent -wese they on their amusement, that they 
apparently did not notice ua till I had actually caught 
one of them in my right hand. They then flew away, 
Trhirring and screaming. 

N 
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Thia bird proved a most seasonable relief to ue, for 
we had tasted no food for npwards of forty-eight 
hoiira, Now old Kentuck was a famous hand at 
chance or hazard, and general^ successful. TSo soonw 
did he see the petrel in mj grasp than his eyes shone 
with greed, and he evidently wished to apiffopriate 
theprize to himself "So hoi" said he, "that ere 
petrole will yield an almighty small lowance if 
flahbergastered in three parts; let us, then, cast lots, 
the winning oss to have the body, legs, and wings j 
the second-beflt, the yeutrails ; the last, the claws. 
N^ow in making this proposal Lanky had assured 
himself of success, so indoctrinated was he with his 
good star in those kind of matters. To this pro- 
posal, after some consideration, I agreed, Jupiter wil- 
lingly coming into the plan. The matter was to be 
decided by the toss of a penny-piece: he who won 
the first three tosses to be the victor. Lanky won 
the first toss, and was proportionably elated thereby; 
the second toss was won by Jupiter, who opened his 
eyes, and grinned all over his &ce ; the third toss was 
won by old Eentuck; the fourth by mysel£ The 
matter now became very exciting ; one more snocess- 
fol toes and the "Merican" would be snccessAil, and 

D,jn:tci;.G0<)glu 



STILL A.T SEA. 179 

I Bhall never forget how eagerly his eyes gliat^ied 
and Low Iiifi wliole frame shook with greed ; if the 
Bank of England bad been tbe prize, he oould not 
have evinced greater anxiety. I again whirled tbe 
penny-piece in air, it come d»wn with a clink — Jupiter 
was Buccesaftil; he now grinned more than ever, and 
the fidgets of Lanky were on the increase. Again 
I threwup the ooinj this time I was the winner. Each 
of OS now scored two, and the next toss must decide 
the matter. I, who hod hitherto been quiescent, now 
b^an to feel an interest in the matter. ' We all 
now formed a circle — the penny is in the sir — our 
heads are thrust forward as it whirls round— our eyes 
are opened to the fullest extent — down, down it 
goee. Hurral hurra! I am the victor. Lanky, on this 
announcement, sat down malcontent in the bottom of 
the boat, looking as dour and sulky as a scalded bear. 
There was yet another toas to determine which of 
the unsuccessful candidates should possess the entrails, 
which was won by Jupiter. I now pulled my knife 
out of my pocket, and with the most deliberate and 
giave manner cut off the claws and threw tiisja to 
I^nky; then drew the entrails, and cast them to Ju- 
piter. " There, my brave fellows," said I, " there is your 
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break&at, dinner, and sapper — all in one; est, be 
meny, and especially be thankful." 

I Boon pinoked my bird, and quickly devoured a 1^ 
and a wing. I experienced the tamth of the old adage, 
"That hanger is the best nnce," for it tasted absolntdly 
deticiouB. I then paused for a moment, to gaze iqion 
the masticatory proceedingB of my companions. lanky 
took poaseasion of his claws and tried to chew them, 
but they were ao tongli that they defied hia utmoat 
eSbrte. He strove to the uttermost to grind tluon, 
and twisted his odd visage abont into a thousand gro- 
tesqae combinations, but still it would not da Sx 
then plaoed them in the bottom of the boat, and taking 
up a large stone, pounded them to a jelly, then mixed 
them up with a due proportion of water, moulded 
them into little balls, and bolted them whole. Jupit^ 
made no bonea of his gizzard and other condiments, and 
lotted round for more. Lanky, too, devoured my 
provender with the toil of his eye. I plainly saw that 
the appetites of the twain were only shaipened by the 
small modioams they had eaten, and as I was never (I 
must say that of myself) of a selfish disposition, I 
•threw to Jupiter the other 1^, and to Kentuck the 
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other ving, which they cronched, hones and all, like a 
brace of bull-doga. 

Befreshed hy the food we had eaten, and cheered by 
the calmness of the ocean, and the gentle winnowing 
of the breezes, we lifted up oar voices and sung a 
meny stave — we strove to drive away the fntore as 
well as the past. Jupiter's voice was as hoarse and 
as unmnsical as a cracked brass kettle, ZjUiky's like 
the howl of a half-«tarved wol4 and, for my part, al- 
though I strove to sing to the very top of my bent, I 
could not do so, for the grotesque cadences of the twain 
BO tickled my cachinatory processes, that, willy-nilly, 
it drove me into aproarious fits of laughter. 
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Off, therefore, we drifted, but to what port or coast we 
tended we knew not. We were like travellora in the 
midgt of a South American prairie, and might be re- 
Tolving in act eternal cirda Still we kept up our 
spirits as well as we could, as I have shown in the last 
chapter; but yet, in apite of all our efforte, they grew 
more and more depressed, more difficult to lash into 
cheerfulness. We caught no more petrels — ^tBe noisy 
creatures got more shy of our company, neither could 
we come alongside of another stinking dog-fish; we 
were, in fiict, on the very borders of starvation, when 
Jupiter, who had a very long-sighted eye, roared out, 
"OhI masaa, masaal derebelandj dere belaud!" I 
looked in the direction pointed oat by the chin of my 
sable Iriend, and saw eomething looming in the dis- 
tance, exactly similar to one of those bank-like clouds 
we BO often see at mom resting on the horizon. To- 
wards this obscure and dingy-looking object we pulled 
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with all our might and main; the TaTes were Bleeping, 
and our little ptmt lAot throagh the yielding waters 
like an arrow. The dingy-looking object a-head aoort 
loomed more distinctly, and presented to view a. 
long, low, level stretch of country, broken into small 
bnmmockB, scattered about irregularly. Those ham- 
mocks, as well as the intervening flats, were entirely 
void of the least vestige of a shrub or tree, and wore a 
brown, arid appearance. " I'm blowed, if that ere be 
land," growled Lanky; "it be sand right slick away." 
" ITot sartadn sure of dat dere," chimed in Jupiter ; 
" mocha like mine own coun-tree, and dat be berry 
good land." "Land or sand," exclaimed I, "here we 
are," and the prow of the boat rasped on the pebbles 
of the shore. 

Glad at heart that we had once more escaped the 
perils of the ocean, I sprung ashore. I walked a short 
distance, and ascended one of the highest hummocks, 
in order to take a view of the smTounding country. 
I had to struggle through a yielding mass of sand, 
sinking at every step over my shoes, and when I had 
attained the top of the hillock, up to my knees, it was 
so light and movable, that the slightest breeze scattered 
it about in showers almost to suffocation. As &r as 
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ejo oaald Bee wu one wide waste of eand, not even 
the aligliteBt appearance of v^etation— «11 diatnal, AxA, 
for thongli the aim uhone with blistering intensity, 
still it WSB dark—a kind of miaty haze enveloped aU 
things. I Btrnggled back again to my oompauions, and 
was ri^t glad to get on board, for the sand was hot 
nnder my feet, and almost broiled them. We launched 
forth and paddled along-shore. Scarcely had we 
rowed three boats' length, ere we saw some dark object 
moving swiftly over the sandy deeert. Its motions 
were swift and eccentric. As it approached nearer 
to OS, we saw it was an inunense pillar of sand, whirl- 
ing ronnd and round with rapid gyrations. The son 
shone full upon it, and the brighter particles of which - 
it was composed reflected back its beams, so that it 
appeared a sublime mass of moving, intermingled cloud 
and flame — a fitting tabemade for the flashing light- 
ning or booming thund^. On, on it came, with ma- 
jestic tread, continually increasing in magnitode. It 
seemed to be approaching the very i^t where we 
were^ and we plied our oars with redoubled activity to 
get ont of its course, and our punt willingly shot on 
like a fiash of li^tning ; and lucky it was for us that 
m did so, for the cloudy monster swept dose by ua 
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into the sea, nay, so near did it pass hy, that ve 
were whirled round and rormd by- the eddi^ of the 
water. On, on it stalked, with a hollow, rostling noiae 
into the sea, and soon disaolTed and orambled into 
nothingneas. 

"That vor an almighty cnroa oonsam," said Idnky.. 

" Fire and thick darkness," said L 

" I wOTTo once knocked down bj one of dem deie," 
chimed in Jupiterj "and nearly diokee, chokee ; round 
and round it whiried ni«^ like de whirl-e^g, brease 
nearly all oat of my body, took my gin np in de air, 
nerror seed her no more." 

We rowed alongshore. AH tilings annind and 
about wore a strange and Buperoatural appearance: 
ihe Bun was of a blood-red oolour, and the sky of a 
fiimaoe Inridness. Not a Uving thing appeared — all 
.was loneliness and desolation : we seemed to be moving 
amid the debrii of a former world. The slightest 
breath of air drove the sand in showers upon u% and 
BO hot and minate wore the particles, that they pene- 
trated through the smallest rent of oar clothing, and 
so hot that they excoriated onr akin. We likewise 
grew ravenoos with thirst— our throats were parched, 
as though burnt by an internal flame. We were in 
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this state of double-d^ed agon^, when leaky roared 
out^ "Water I water!" at the same moment opening 
his eyes to tbeir fiillest extent, and pointing with his 
long, bony finger. I looked in the direction pointed 
out, and saw what speared to be a beautiful Bhoet of 
water. The veiy sight seemed to cool my burning 
throat, and directing the prow of the pnat to land, I 
sprung ashore, followed by Kentuck and Jupiter, and 
precipitately hastened towards the delidoiis-looking 
luxuiy. We toiled and moiled on to very little pnr- 
poee, for when we arrived at the spot where the water 
seemed to b^ we found nothing but a waste of red, 
burning sand. Never, in the oourse of my checkered 
existence did I feel a disappointment more acutely 
than I did this ; it seemed to strike me all in a heap, 
and my mind, as well as my body, seemed to nnde^o 
a thorough collapse. Both Lanky and Jupiter stood 
speechleas with open m.outh, seemii^y petrified with 
astonishment. At length, after various abortive at- 
tempts, Kentnck contrived to deliver himself of the 
following sentence : — 

" Well, Tm blow'd, if this ere beant a mm go, beats 
even Ohio to whitters. Almighty witchcraft here." 

« Dere worra wetar in dat dere place," said Jnpiter, 
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pointmg vitli bia obin, "diit I am mooha nrtane, I 
seed dat wid my liyes. Some odd dobil ha been in 
d&t place sonahing the wetar into Band. Dem dere 
debits be berry bud hanimala." 

I now saw that we had been made the sport of a 
min^e, and I so ezpresaed myself to my comrades. 
They looked exceedingly blue at this announcement; 
howsoever, it was no use to grumble, bo we £iced 
aboat, and, after mucli trouble, again regained our 
punt. 

" I irisb that tbese mirage," said Lanky, (who evi- 
dently took it to be some out-of-the-way monster,) 
" would stay at home and mind his or her busineBs, 
and not play off such taruation pranks on poor devils 
likensr 

" Mocha better if he would," said Jupiter j "we have 
too mooha to do dan running aiter dat dere great ugly 
loblolly mirah." Here Jupiter looked particularly 
fierce and truculent, and placed his round bullet head 
in a butting position. He would evidently have made 
no bones of the mirage, if he could have oai^ht it 

We rowed leisnrely along-ehorey which still pre- 
sented the same dull, monotonous appearance one un- 
deviating waqte of sandy hummock, not the slightest 

D,jn:tci;. Google 



188 AOTKHTDBB Of nUIK OGILBX. 

paxtide c^ VBgetatiwi to be seen. Ths Bbkdes of area- 
ing doBed aroond us, and tlie Tithdmwal of the bvaa- 
ing Bonbeama gave tia aome relief, bnt not mnch, in 
&ot, our tbint, if possible, seemed oa tbe incKsse. 
We were almost mad witb thiist. Ob, wbat wonld 
we not ba^ pven. fcr a draught of Tbamea water, even 
from the pnriiena of Wappingl Ob, ye who have 
plenty of the piedous element, make tbe most ol it^ 
and cheriah it, for wbat more precious, wbat can be 
placed in compariflon witb it! Go to Zahara, take an 
empty cniae with yon, and in forty-eigbt boon, if you 
do not admit the truth of my remarka, I am a lost 
matton. 

Wben day dawned we aaw a lai^ estnary on 
our left band, evidently a bay or the moutb of a 
river. We polled eagerly^ and Boon saw that the 
latter auppofdtion was tbe oorreot ona Oreijoyed, 
we pulled away with greater alacrity. The mouth of 
the river was wid^ and ita current ao gentle, that we 
could, without much effort, row against it. We polled 
away up the stream, and our little punt abot Uizou^ 
the waters awift and gtacefiil as a swan. Towards 
evwiing we, to our great joy, diacovared alight ttaoea 
irf vegetation a email diatauoe inland. A few stunted 



l;. GOO(^l(J 



LAND OB KAflD. 189 

bdiiltea, brown and drooping, appeared at mtervalB, and 
likewise a few black struggling tnfta of grass. Tired 
out with OUT exertions, we pnlled into a little cove, 
and cast anchor. In this cove we found, to our great 
joy, several lai^ ahell-fiBh, wliicli we ravenondy de- 
voured. Tliia meal proved meat and drink to ns ; we 
gobbled away, smacking our lips and patting our 
stomachs, till we were entirely satisfied, then lay down 
in the bottom of our boat, and soon fell into a deep 
sleep. 
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CHAPTER XXXT. 

VB ASTONISH THE NATIVES. • 

In the morning w6 awoke new men, and made a 
hearty breakfast. We then laid in a lai^ ittore 
of shell-fish, laouclied our barqu^ and resumed our 
voyage. As we ascended the river it gradually con- 
tracted, and the marks of vegetation became more 
palpable. Mango buahes of tolerable size now lifted 
their green fixmtleta, and an uncouth species of rush 
almost chewed np the bed of several small streams of 
water which flowed from the interior into the riv^, 
meet harbour for the Im-king crocodile. In &ct, we 
saw several of those large monsters, still and motion- 
leas, like great trunks of trees, and on one occasion we 
saw two engaged in a terrific combat, snapping their 
mouths at each other in the most truculent manner, 
clashing and rattling like the swords of a brace of 
cavalry squadrons engaged in combat. lAnky eyed 
the fighting giante with much contempt. " Ohaw ! " 
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said he, "that be a ahuigbty poor fighl; yoM Bhonld 
see the 'Merican corkadila fight — the; be fightere, 
adadi as good as old Hickviy himself I once seed 
a Ohio corkadil bolt a Canada buffaloe, boms and allj 
now, if that ere bn&loe had been a 'Mericaa buffaloe, 
he would have ripped up and swallowed the corkadil, 
but being a 'Merican corkadil, that made all the dif- 
ference, in course. 'Merica bangs all the world to tar- 
nation sticks for fighting men and fighting hanimala; 
jBB, hj the hookey, there is nanght like 'Merica!" 
Lanky uttered this apeech in the most solemn manner; 
not a muede of his rigid pbysioguomy, or a twinkle 
of his fixed expreaaionlees eye, hinted that he was 
bouncing. In lact, I never knew a man tell lies with 
better grace than Mr. lAnky Kentuck. 

Jupiter had been unusual quiet for a long space 
of time, intently gazing on shorB, On a sudden he 
sprung to his feet, clapped his hands' in the most demo- 
niacal manner, and shouted forth, at the same time 
pointing with his chin, " Fetisch ! fetisch ! " I thought 
a sudden madness had invaded his upper story, but on 
looking in the direction thus pointed out, I saw a 
strange-looking object slung to a branch of a mango 
bush. Picking up a stone, I was about to hurl it at 
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tiie odd-looking aStir, -when Jupiter, in the most 
fimitio manner, laid hold of m^ arm : " Mocha bad 
dat dere. Oh, massa, let dat fetiah be; masHa irill 
have de blain, and the rheumatiBe, uid the bone ache, 
if he htirt dat dere fetiach; oh, let him be, maaa&l oh, 
let him bel" Jupiter uttered these words in the most 
earuoBt manner, looking as solemn as a priest of the 
Ck«at I^ma, bo I threw down tha stone, and he re- 
igned into his usual state of quiesoenoe. I now took 
ont my petspeotiTe glass to look at this formidable 
deity, who was sappoeed by my companion to be able 
to inflict the blain, and to rack the bones of the nu- 
beUerer; and what do you think, gentle reader, it wast 
Why, nothing bnt a cow's tail, to which was &stened 
the claws of an ostrich! and, in spite of the Ingubrions 
looks of Jupiter, I could not help buietiDg into a load 
peal of laughter. 

It was, however, evident^ that the land we were in 
mts inhabited, and LohabHed by religionists, belieTars 
in the mystic powers of the fetisch. We Europeans 
laogh at those rites, and call them silly, without reflect- 
ing that many of our own are still more silly. The 
savage laughs at the civilized fitnatic of Europe— the 
oivilixed &natic throws back the laogh with interest. 
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I often have laughed, and still laugh at both : may I 
do BO to the end. 

Well, we had aacertained that we were in an in- 
habited country, and b8 we glided np the stream we 
cast onr eyes abont in search of some of the native* ; 
nor did we seardi long, for we saw a group with 
clasped hands, whirling roond and ronnd in a circle, 
grinning and mouthing like demons. Th^ were as 
black as a coal, had matted, woolly powl% thick blab- 
ber; lips, and eyea literally as red as ooals of fire. Never 
did I see such a congregation of ngly &cee; they ao- 
tnally beat to joeces those grotesque-looking visages 
which we often see glaring forth from the tiaceiy of 
old Gothic cathedrals. Every now and then they 
would stop in their mad gyrations, and simultaneously 
make wry &cea and dap their handf^ uttering a boaise, 
gnttnral noise, which struck upon the tympanum ot 
onr ears like the words " whorra who." Sever did I 
see such a strange Hupematural sight. At length they 
direw themselves down flat on their iaces, and then 
we saw they had been ftaiu-iTig round a fetisch similar 
to that we had before seea On a sudden they sprang 
to their feet, uttered a wild whoop, and then rushed 
down to the beacL They had evidently seen us, and 
o 
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were coming down to aee irh&t staanga boiilgB t9 
might be. Being in donbt u to what their intentitnu 
might be, ve pnlled out into the lirer, aod then rested 
ononrous. 

Down oamA the BAtiTe»— men, wometo, end children 
—Jielternikelter, prancing and tnunpling one over Uie 
other, Uke mad demons. On arnring at the ahoit^ 
the^ formed in a long line dose to the watei's e^e, 
and gmed npon va with wide-atarmg ej^a. After 
looking npon ns for a long space, they wonld look at 
one another, dap their handa on their bnttooka, and 
■tter a loud " who, vrho, who, whoop," something ■!• 
milar to the hootings of an mwiiiiililj of owls, but mudi 
more demoniacal. After the hooting ceremony, they 
would again stand modonlew. They were evidently 
astonished, th^ knew not what to make of ua. I now 
put up my perspective glass, and took a view of the 
odd assembly, and saw that, althoogh perfectly naked, 
they were tattooed in varions fimtastio modes. Two 
or three were marked a little below the knee, in tbe 
fonn of a band. Those who wore this decoration wen, 
I afterwards ascertained, eqnival^it to our Kni^ts of 
the Qarter. Others were branded with various fim- 
tastic figoree resembling dragons, grifSns, mermaids, 
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4a, and mi^ bo denomiiuted knights of thow r«- 
spaddTa intelligeiicM ; and theiy were quite m prood 
of those Hilly decontiona as any of onr owix dnkes and 
knights of theira. I have often wondeared that we 
should call playing at soap^ubblea more ohildish 
than playing at atan and garters; in my opinion one 
deeerres a fool's-cap and beUs quite as much aa the 
other. 

But ■vheire the denoe am I tending tol I left the 
natireB standing in a long line on the shore, and there 
th^ still remain. No AMner had I, however, pot my 
perspective glass to my eye than they tamed round, 
and fled inland with the greatest trepidatioa. They 
dnnbtlees thought I was abont to annihilate them with 
seme ma^e apeU. After reaching a most respectable 
distance, they &oed aboat and uttered a terrific yell. 
One of them, whom I shall call a Knight of the Qartw, 
as he wore that decoration, now stood forth, and with 
vehement geaticalations, oooasionally looking at ns, 
made a set speech, which was reeponded to with a 
danoe and a yelL He then cut a sDuuneraet and 
>tood erect A knight of the dragon, and another of 
iba griffin, now soccesBivdy addressed the motley crew, 
and then oai sammersete. I was at a loss to compre- 
o 2 
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bend the meaning of this oertaaanj till Jupiter thiai 
^)oke: — 

" Masaa, dem dere oiggera be going to ^[Ltee 
wid we, ftnd doj be chooeing <XDe general, aod 
him irho can do do enimmeraet beat viU be he ; 
dat is bow dem dere niggers do fix on dece ge- 
nerals." 

Ab good a criteiion, I iJiought to myBel^ as that 
which J8 followed in a certain country Z oonld name; 
nay, a better — for here, at least, personal agility is 
a necessaiy qmli£cation; tbbre tbe body as well a> 
the mind may be in tbe last stage of decrepitade^ 
and tbe carpet knight is generally the relative of 
some court duke, lord of tbe bedchamber, or, may- 
hap, a royal bastard, and the safety and prosperity of 
the country is perilled, in order ibat Booh personage 
may be provided for. 

The natives bad l^ tTiia time finished the preli- 
minary ceremony of cutting sommeisets, and a strong, 
agile woman, tattooed with a griffin, having jumped 
the bighest, was cbosen general I afterwards found 
that the women in this conntry were the better 
warriors; in other words, wore the breeches. Bnt 
then a second twist of my mind told me that this 
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WM not the only country wbere the "grey mare ia 
the better horee." 

The Knight of the Griffin now arranged her 
Knaj in a line, ' three deep. They ■were armed 
with long lancee and bows and arrows. They ad- 
vanced to the water's edge, whooping and shouting 
like demona, I presume they thought to frighten, ns, 
bnt, filing in their object, th^ let fly a ToUey of 
arrows at as, which rattled against the sides of our 
punt like hail, and one penetrated a smart depth 
into Eentnck'a ahoolder, stickiDg out in the most 
picturesque manner. "I'm blowed," said Lanky, "if 
them ere black coves wont magnify' me into a poik* 
pine at this ere almighty rate." 

" Maaaa, miassal" shouted Jupiter, "fire de glass — 
fire de ^laaa.** I immediately put my perspective 
glass to my eye, and, as before, the natives turned 
round and fled helter-skelter, heels over head — devil 
take the hindmost. 

When they had got to a Teepectable distance, they 
again &ced about, and the Knight of the Griffin came 
to the &ont and made a set speech to us, using the 
most vehement gesticulations, but she might as well 
have addressed a congregation of stones, for the deuce 
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a word did we naderBtazid — tomethiiig lik« the noisy 
OFatare ia another countiy I oould name, irho string 
together a set of high-eonsding and bombastic vords, 
and peal them into our ean against the stomach ol 
onr sense — or like the nlanUng of a Ble<^^liammer 
on an empty brass kettle, and quite as meaningleai. 
After the knight had finished her speech she took 
np some dirt in the bolkrtr of her hand, ponied 
it on her head, cnt a siunmerset, and then pnt her 
thumbs into the comers of her mouth, drew it as 
wide as she possibly oonld, and stared npon ns with 
a fixed, immovable stare. 

" Dat ia de sign," said Japiter, " dat dey wish to he 
Mends wid ns — sail me do the same, massal" . 

" Oertainly," said I. 

JnpitCT immediately out a summerset, took up as 
much dirt as he could find and crumbled it on his 
head, then placed his thumbs in his mouth, elongating 
it to its fullest extent, and gazed at the Knight of 
the Griffin with a stare as fixed and imperious ss 
her own. I oould not help laughing heartily at the 
grotesqae ceremony. They resembled exactly a braoe 
of those staring devils which are so often carved on 
the battlements of old Gothic oaatles by onr demon- 
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loving auoestore, and neariyaa ugly as their oherubitns. 
After iheiy had thus gazed for at leaat ten minatea, 
they broke oat into a mutual yell, and then aan- 
meooed capoing like mad, gaUopading and piroaetting 
like a brace of harlequins. This ooncladed the matter, 
and Jupiter BBeared me that a treaty of amity was 
made between us, oad that ve might now go on 
shore in perfeot safety. 

Having the most perfect oonfidence in the &ith of 
my blaok aUy, I gave the vord, and the prow of 
our little lady-bird Boon laiped on the sand. No 
sooner had we Bprnng ashore than the natives thronged 
around qb and gazed upon ns with wondering eyes. 
They at first thought our clothes formed part of 
our bodies, and proceeded to overhaul ns in order 
to set that &ct at rest, lifting up our ooat-tails, 
thmsting their hands into our breechee pockets and 
every obscure operaing they could find, and peeping 
therein with curious eyes, like so many monkeys; 
When they had ascertained beyond a doubt that our 
outer man was extraneous, they stared at one an. 
other, dapped their hand's uttered a loud yell, and 
Uim cat a summerset; and never did I see such a 
mngular spectacle as some hundreds of human beings 
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tvirling in tlte air at the same moment ; it was 
unique and incomparaUe ia its way. 

Kow it BO chanced that the Knight of the Griffin 
had been moat particular in examining the pockets 
and lapels of my breeches, peeping and feeLbg about 
in the most piling and grotesque manner. After 
Uiia ceremony, and when she had condnded, the yell- 
ing and sommerBet ^pendages, both of which she 
performed in the most superior and Widdicomical 
maimer, she approached me, threw her anus around 
my neck, and, drawing my &ce close to her own, pro- 
ceeded to rub her flat nose against mine with all her 
might and maiu. I was astonished at this embrace, 
and did not know what to make of it, till Jupiter 
whispered in my ear, "dat dere princess be pleased 
wid your breeches; she be a-making lore in her curoua 
way; rubbee, rubbee, massa, den every tiug will be 
all de right." Taking the advice of Jupiter, I rubbed 
my nose against hets six times in sncceesion. She 
appeared so delighted at this that she uttered a loud 
"whorral whorra! whoopi" and out two sommNsetB 
in succession with profound agility. 

I now took a minute survey of my black conquest 
and really she was not to be sneesed at. It is true 
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alie was as black as a ooal, and her head profiiaelj 
ornamented 'with thiok flakea of grizzled wool, her 
nose rather flat, and her mouth too wide by half; 
yet Bhewas weU-formed, had a good bnat and limba, 
which, if rather thick, were nndonbtedly better foimed 
than any other native it fell to my lot to behold, and, 
taken as a whole, ahe was vmdoabtedly the belle of 
the place. 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 

■OBK AXSST BUKMEBSBT-LAHS. 

Teb KniglUi of the Griffin uul myself aoon grew gnai 
croniee, and though certainly I was not in love, ytH 
she soon became agreeable to me. I conld not 
help tbinlring how iiingnlar it waa that I ahonld thaa 
beoome the t/ten-amie of two prinoeeses in saooMBum, 
vis., Lilia and the Knight of the Griffin; I only wanted 
now to be invited by some lovely mermaid to hm 
ooral bower in the depths of the ocean to realise aU 
tiiB romantic stories poured into my ears by the io- 



Ab in the Isle of Flowers, so here I^nky Kentnc^ . 
met vrith an admirer in the person of the Knight of 
the Garter. In stature and in bodily qnahfications 
she, was the antipodes of ber chosen one. She was 
short, squab, and obese, and waddled along like 
a lame dnck. Her smnmersete were merely pitch- 
powls, and her agility was at sero. I could not help 
bursting into reiterated peab of laughter when I saw 
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old Kentnok Bpmriiig round and doing the amiable 
to his grinning inMidler ; it wa» trulf a sight tiniqas 
aod picturesque. 

Ab to Jupiter, he appeared quite at home, and 
pranced, carsrcolled, and grinned to his heart's con- 
tent. He aeemed partictdarly sweet aa. a jvnng 
negrees, about fifteen, the daughter of the Knight of 
the Qarter, tattooed with a loaiigo buah, ami whom we, 
in consequence, called Manga 

Soon after we had concluded our treaty <tf uuitj 
we broke up our encampment and marched into the 
interior. The sun shone down with fierce intensity, 
and we were perpetually annoyed with clouds of sand. 
Water was very scarce, and thirst almost dried up 
the springs of life. Large pillars of sand likewise 
stalked by us, like animated giants, with a htdlour, 
whisdng, unearthly sound, and everytbiDg about and 
around us wore such a strange aspect that I Tsrily 
began to doubt whether we were not in a land of 
necronuuioers. 

One day, as we were slowly wending along this aj^nv- 
rottly- interminable waste, we saw advancing directly 
JSgoa. us with rapid strides an imTnannn pillar of suid, 
whirling, twisting, and roaring. Its edges were red 
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and lurid, gradually melting mto thick darkness. 
With an much rapidity as possible ve made a move- 
ment to the light, m order to get oat of its direct 
range J but, notwithstanding the celerity of our side 
march, the rear of our host was enveloped in tho 
folds of the sand-cloud, and whirled and tumbled 
about in all directions. Among thoae so whirled was 
Eentuck, and I saw his long legs twisting abont 
Qoavubdvely above one of the edges of the roaring 
mass, his head and body being invisible. Presently 
I saw him emerge, puffing and blowing; his ^es, 
mouth, and nostrils literally clogged up with sand. 
After sputtering and wriggling about for a long time, he 
contrived to hawk up the following words, " Tarnation 
and thunder I this is nearly as sliok as Ohio and Old 
Kentuck right there away. Oh, my limbs! here's a 
go I fiill of dnst as a puck-foist — half-anlozen beams 
in my eye, and six score motee ! Blind as a dozen 
bats I Oh, Old Kentnc^, tough and good as hickcny I 
let me once get back tber&-a-WBy, and I'll be ham- 
mered into aand-stone ere I leave thee again I " 

After we had escaped this no small peril we wended 
slowly along the aasdy waste. We had been without 
watCT for two days, and were parched with tliirst. 
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Tlie BB&d was hot onder as, and, aa mj ahoee had 
long been worn out, mj feet soon got sore and ez- 
ooriated. The Knight of the Griffin stack to me 
like wax, and did eTerything in her power to alle- 
viate my BofTeiingB, and, in B[dte of myself I soon 
felt a pmuAant for the black Tenus. When, by 
chance, she could procure a erase of water, she 
beetowed half of it on me, and if it had not been 
for her kindness and attention I shoold most nD> 
doahtedly have perished. As I sud above, we had 
been two days without water. Aboat one da/a march 
in advance there was a well, and towards this wall 
we wore now hastening. So profound was our thirst 
that all the bonds of discipline were set at nonj^t, 
and knights and plebeians mshed on in one tamnl- 
tuoos body. The sand, kicked aboat by our helter- 
skelter march, rose above ns in a dense doud, and 
•ve looked like so many demons toiling and moU- 
ing in an unearthly conflagration. lAuky was in 
the extreme tail of this moviog tempest, for the 
obese Knight of the Garter stuck to him with sooh 
pertinacity that he waa obliged, whether or not, to 
move on at her pace, which was that of a &t 
snaiL Vainly did be shower aroond " tarnations," and 
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"■liclcB," aad "thereaway;" he conld not escape her 
tenacious clatchea — she ohing to him like an enonnoos 
bnrr. Jupiter, on the other hand, and Mango apnn 
along like Trojans, tifld seemed quite at home in the 
tvattling tannoiL 

The snn was ninlring when we drew near the wfiU, 
and we rnshed onward more furious than ever. I 
know not how it came to pass, but the Knight of the 
Griffin and myself had, I preaome, by some occult 
means, got into the very van of the tumultuous array. 
I strained my eyes to see the so-long-wished-for wdl, 
and soon savr a kind of muddy puddle at the foot of 
an enonnouB palm-tree. It was as thick and as brown 
as treacle, yet to us it appeared more precious than 
all the silver and gold in the vfn'id. We rushed for- 
ward — ^the Ejii^t of the Chiffin and myself threw onr- 
selree on our kneee, and, plunging our heads into 
tlie puddle, b^an to suck in with greedy ga]|» the 
dirty water. Scarcely had we taken three mouthfiili 
ere we were caprazed, heels over head, by the rushing 
crowd behind, who all with one accord rushed into 
the fountain, tumbling and rolling orer one another, 
and trampling about, till there was nothing to be 
seen but an immense pudding of thidt adhesive iiiiid ; 
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nerettlieleaB, tluif picked up this in their hands and 
greodily sncbed it, hoping to extnot & few globnlea 
of fluid. Altogether it was a scene imiqae in itself 
and Boch as I had never seen before or ainoe. 

Scarcely had the host gathered up and sucked dry 
every particle of mud in the fountain, ere old Lan^ 
appeared hobbling forward in the distance, still fiimly 
held in the clutches oi the Knight of the Garter. He 
was certainly pulling along with all hia might, but his 
ehert amie clung upon his arm a dead weight of some 
aooie atoney bo that he hod to pull and carry at the 
same time. ITever shall I forget the immense elongar 
tion oS his physiognomy when he found that there 
was not a particle of water to drink or a grtun of mud 
to Buck; he cursed and swore like a madman, and the 
garter knight, who evidently thought he was uttering 
loTO-passages in her ear, smiled most gradously, and 
kissed him repeatedly in her country fashion. Never 
did I see Buch a ludicrous scene in my life, and not- 
withstanding I was aa dry as an old radish, I could 
not help bursting into reiterated peals of laughter. 

The dirty water and the mud-sucking, however 
meagre, certainly saved our lives, or, at least, pre- 
served us from madnem and delirium. We moved on 
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with gnater alacrity, more eBpeaaHj u ore w^« 
npidlf approftching an oaaia amply repleuished wiUi 
the nutritdoos element ve » mooh ueedad. Old 
Eentuck and the Kuight of tite Garter la^ed behind 
as uaoal; she stQiik to him with unparalleled tenacitj, 
unless we have an exception in the oaKof Sindbad and 
the Old Man of the Sea. 
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We fitill ifipt rattling on throngh. the wild waste of 
eaud, We were soorched to the hardness ttnd colour 
of bricks, and I ianded our skin b^ttn to thioken 
and to OBtiame the consisteni^ of incipient ham. 
Oar thirst again became as vehement as ever, and I 
b^;an to think ibe longed-for oasis would never 
appear. Suppose, after aU, it ehould turn oat a 
viato-decepiag — a floating mirage! I shivered at the 
thought ! for in that case we should inevitably run 
mad and devour one another like the Kilkenny oatsl 
The Knight of the Griffin, vho had hy this time 
learned a few words of English, tried by all the 
means in her power to cheer me np, but, notwith- 
stauding, a leaden languor stole over me, and my 
heart seemed to collapse and shrivel np witJiin me. 
My throat, too, seemed on fire, and throbbed as though 
molten lead was bfing poored down it. I still, 
however, laboured on as well as I could, but my 
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feet almoBt revised their office, for they were awoUen 
to an immense size; the blood oozed out firom ratuxy 
small skin fiesuree, and left, unmistakable gouts oa the 
burning sand. The Knight of the Griffin, with eyes 
fall of compassion, viewed my miserable condition, 
and helped me on with the kindest and most asai- 
duoQS attentions, and I soon discovered that under 
that dingy skin of hers beat a heart full to the very 
brim with kindly feeling and love. When, at length, 
I could not move along at all, she ordered four of 
her attendants to carry me. They accordingly shoul- 
dered me like a sack of wheat, but I fimcied I heard 
a low hum, like a derisive laugh, emanate from the 
moving mass. 

I suppose I must have fiiinted, for. on a suddea I 
found myself, not on the shoulders of the Knight of 
the Griffin's attendants, but on a delicious green 
sward profusely sprinkled with flowers. Over my 
head was a canopy of green leaves, through which 
a gentle breeze stole, causing them to quiver and 
dance with a graceful, undulating movement. X sat 
up and gazed around me with wondering eyes — I 
could hardly believe things real — I almost &ncied 
myself in Paradise. On my right luuid flowed a 
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ciTBial fitreom of water, to me more bright, and ten 
times more valuable, than diamouds. What were all the 
treaeuves of earth to me, in oomparUon with a shallow 
bowl of that geutlj-moring stream t Poets ra&j talk 
about th« BonbeamB transforming the waters into a 
golden mirror or liquid pearls, aa though its intrinsic 
value or its intrinsic beauty were inferior to those 
gaudy appendages, and could by them be improved. 
Let them only traverae the burning sands of Sum- 
merset Land for a week, and they would greedily 
acknowledge that one drop of water was of ten times 
more value than all the pearls and gold in the world 
ten times told. Truly and indisputably did I ex- 
perience this truth, and I shall never fo^et the 
enthusiasm of delight I experienced when I drank 
the first cooling draught of the bright, shining 
element presented to me in a calabash by the Knight 
of the Griffin. Talk about Bordeaiix or Champagne 
indeed ! why it was mere ditch-water in comparison, 
and then, when I was able to plunge into the silver 
stream! when it embraced me on every side, oh! 
how I enjoyed the inefihble pleasure, the glorious 
joyl I sported and tumbled about like a dolphin — 
it quivered yn.& iuefbble balm into my bones, my 
f2 
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sinews, and mj very marrov. The SpaniBh beantieB 
may talk of their Alhambra fonntaina; the French 
belles, of the baths of the Tnilleiiesj the Calcutta 
dan^ters of the son, of their enamelled tanLa : aU 
nor one of them ever experienced such intense rap- 
ture as I did — it was tml; a foretaste of heaven. 

The oasis, with its cooling bowers, ite smooth 
green sward, and its magnificent palms, might be 
about two miles in length, and varying from half 
to three quarters of a mile in breadth. Flowers of 
the most lovely dyes were interspersed here and 
there amid the grass, particularly on the borders of 
the river, which wound hither and thither, with so 
many curves and windings, that it left scarcely ^ 
single f^ot unblessed with its fertilising pTesonoe. 
In the centre was a moral, tabooed to all but the 
initiated; and on the north, side of this sacred spot 
a gigantic fetisch was suspended £rom the over- 
shadowing branch of a lofty palm-tree. I never saw 
it very closely, but it appeared to be a leopard's 
hide distended, and crowned with ostrich feathers. 
To this hideons-lookii^ monster pisyere and obla- 
tions were continually offered, and both before and 
after the ceremony, the priests as wdl as penitents 
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cot BammerBet^ I often wondered what virtue there 
oonld be in thoae gTmnastio exercises, but when I 
reflected that the European religioiUBtB h&Te, for the 
moat part, exercises and forma still more ridiculous 
and contemptible, my wond^ ceased. Ererj sect can 
see the folly and buffoonery of those to which they do 
not belongs not one can see the folly and buffocmery 
of their own, and the words hypocrite and fimatic 
are freely bandied about from one to the other ; and 
it is only the calm, considerate bystander who sees 
and knows that they are all fools and imb«cileB 
alike. 

On the south aide of the oasis was dtnated the 
principal town of Sununerset Land. It was a series 
of excavatdons in a lofty ridge of sand, and sheltered 
^jj a thick grove of palms &om the action of the 
wind. Ekch excavation was lined with palm leaves, 
and propped np by palm branches. ITothing could 
be more simple and primitive than those habitations, 
yet, withal, they were not ouoomfortable. They would . 
not have done fbr Eorope with her storms of sleet and 
hail, Mid wintry winds, but here, where iikfm was 
perpetual sonahine, they answered .every purpose the 
simple habits <tf the natives required. For my part, 
when reclined on my simple couch of palm leaves, I 
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was as happy aa a prince, and if I too often thoi^ht 
of my ooasin Winifred, yet I uerertheleeB " whistkd 
it down the 'wind" as wdl u I conld. 

Out fix)d consisted chiefly of camel's milk, and the 
frait of a tree something like the bread fruit-tree. 
When' crumbled, or cut in alicee, and beat up with the 
milk, it was uot an uspleasaDt, and most certainly 
a highly nutritious, diet. The Knight of the Gnffiu 
was inde&tigable in her attentions to me, and not a 
day passed but what she visited me several times, 
bearing in her hands either the choiceBt fruits, or cala- 
bashes of the richest milk. In personal appearance 
she was much improved; she was as fond of sporting in 
the liquid element as myself and her skin was, in con- 
sequence, rendered fresh, soft, and as clear as amber. 
In du^offltion (as I have already shown) she was kind 
and affectionate, and I, more than once, thought 
how distressing it must be to the finer feelings of 
homan nature to reflect how many human beings, as 
kind, as amiable, and as afiectiouate as my fair com- 
panion, were trammelled in the galling chains of 
slaveiy, and treated worse than so many horses or 
cattla Alas 1 little did I then imagine that I should 
see the benevolent Knight of the Griffin reduced to 
that sad state of thraldom — but I am anticipating. 
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CHAPTER XSXIV. 



CAPTIVITY AMD A FIQHT. 



We remained on oar oasis for a fortnight, and then 
broke up our encampment, and marched farther into 
thq interior. We were all recovered from the pri- 
TationB encountered among the sandy hillocks, and 
were compaiatively fresh and agile. The conntry 
throngh which we travelled was overspread with 
nomad tribes, many of them hostile to our own, yet 
we marched in the most careless manner, and threw 
out no advance or flanking parties. Our leader, the 
Knight of the Griffin, was so absorbed in her attentions 
to me, that she neglected the most common precau- 
tious: we marched on, singing, dancing, and cutting 
summersets j it was unbounded revelry from morning 
till night. I do not think, therefore, that it is wiae 
to place a, female at the head of an army, more 
especially if there is a tolerably handsome youth in the 
array. Ten to one, but what she will be thinking 
more of the young Orlando than of attending to her 
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militaiy dntiea All women are not Boadic«aa <^ 
ZenobuB. 

VfeO, on we went, smging and dancing, Oar host 
was ajaead out in a long attenoated line ; the Knight 
of the Qriffin was toying with ma On a Budden a 
lond yell broke out on our right hand, and a strong 
and compact body of men, mounted on cam^ and 
dromedaries, cat throogh oar line hke a wedge^ and 
then wheehng in two bodies, to the right and ^stb, 
commenced a fierce attack apon ob. Taken by sar- 
priae, we could not offer an effective resistance: we 
were oTertomed in all direction^ and boand wiUi 
strong cords. Our assailants evidently wished not to 
kill, bat to take captive. A few detached groups 
foaght desperately, among which was that to whieh 
myself and the Enig^t of the Griffin were attached, 
bnt it was to no purpose ; we were soon beaten down, 
and bound like the rest 

Our captors were a troop of the most u^y monsters 
I had ever seen; brawny, broad-ehouldered, with red, 
glaring eyes, and projecting teeth, Uke the tusks of 
wild boani. They seemed more like a troop of demons 
than men. AAer thcgr had bonnd us, they shoved us 
about like so many logs of wood, and if by ohanoe we 



c.Googlu 



OAFIITITT AXD A riGHT. 217 

looked sulky or Temonstnted, tboy laahed ns with 
heavy thongs of leather formed from the akins of 
leoparda and tigers. They also luighed and jeered at 
us in their fiwhion, and spit upon us. Our efieminate 
resistance had evidently impRSsed them with the 
greatest contempt for va. Lanky, and the Knight of 
the Garter, -who geneiaUy contrived to lag behind, were 
now seen approaching Tery lovin^y together, totally 
unconadonB of all that had oocnrred. On a sudden, 
abont half a dozen of onr captors pomtced upon them, 
ov ertgr ned tlmn, and bonnd them hand and £>ot. 
I shall not soon forj^ the look of ntter astonishment 
with whioh old Kentock regarded tlus anceremonioaB 
proceeding. His mouth, as well as his eyea, were 
opened to their fullest extent: he could not utter a 
single word, so profound was his astonishment, — not 
even his &Toaxite one^ " almighty," " slick," or " tar> 
nation." 

After we were thus bound and powerless, our cap- 
tors commenced a war-dance, brandishing and dash- 
ing^ their spears, whooping and yelling like mad. 
The spectacle was truly unearthly. Their movementa 
were wildly groteeque, and horribly eocentricj the 
charge, the rally, the dose fight, were occasionally 
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represented witli loud cries; then tliey 'would wheel 
over us, trampling upon and spuming ub with th^ 
feet. After this ceremony was concluded they bound 
two or three of u^ sometimes more, together, and 
&8teaed ub to the tails of their camels. It fell to my 
lot to have for my companion the Knight of the 
Griffin only, and we were fastened to the camel of 
the chieOain. The Tord was given, and we com- 
menced our march. As long as they went on at a 
slow pace we kept on oar logs pretty well. Still we 
were much scorched by the sun-beama, and the sand 
was almost burning hot under our feet. We soon 
began to get fagged, and tired, and thirsty, and longed 
for an hour's iTest, This, however, was not granted 
us; on the contrary, about mid-day, they accelerated 
their pace. The consequeace was, that many groupea 
were soon drawn off their feet, and dragged promia- 
cuously along the sand. This seemed to delight our 
captors, for they laughed, and jeered, and pointed at 
us, and, instead of slackening their pace, went quicker 
— quicker still. For a long time the Knight of the 
Griffin and myself kept upon our legs, but weace at 
length overturned like the rest, and dragged alcmg 
the Band. Poor girl, I still see her piteous looks 
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sa Bhe was thus maltreated, and I tried to support 
and screen her as well as I could. Bhe had com- 
forted and cherished me in my misfortunes, and, not- 
wlthstaading her colour, she possesaed many of the 
most amiable qualities of the sex. I felt a real regard 
for her, and, supporting her head upon my bosom, I 
tried by all the means ill my power to keep up her 
spirits, and to preeerve her tender Bkin from being 
abraeed by the biting sand. Notwithstanding all my 
exertions, howerer, we were rolleii aad tumbled one 
over the other, and the blood began to start from 
various parts of our bodies. The musquitoea, taking 
advantage of these petty wounds, likewise teased us 
incessantly, and stung us almost to madness. It 
was a dreadful day of suffering, never had I passed 
one more dreadful. Tet the sufferings of maay, 
especially where groupee of four or five were thus 
dragged along, were for greater than our own, and 
a continuous struggle was taking place between the 
wretched beings to keep topmost. The sand soon be- 
came stained with blood, and shrieks and groans 
resounded in all directions. At length, bo extreme 
were their sufferings, that many died, and then the 
living and dead were dragged on together. When, 
however, the chieftain perceived this he slackened his 
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paoa We did not, however, owe this relief to his 
hmnaiie feelings, bnt to his eense of Belf-intereet. He 
eridently intended to sell tis for alaveti, &nd the loss 
of a captive wss the of loas so much money. "Pcoh 
podi^r 

Well, then we passed onward at a more moderate 
pac^ and myself and the Knight of the Griffin were 
enabled to regain our lege and walk, and it was high 
time, for onr bodies were abrased and braised terribly. 
Many, howeyer, of onr poor fellow-flofierers could not 
rise, and were still dragged along the gnmndj others, 
who did rise, hobbled along like broken-l^gad dncka, 
nttering ezolamationa of pain. Throaghont all those 
severe sufferings, I could not help admiring the patient 
endurance of t^e Knight of the Griffin; ahe neither 
uttered groan or complaint, she seemed to feel more 
for me than 6a herself and did for me a thousand 
Uttie tender offices. She was humane in disposition, 
sweet in temper, and hercao in suffering; and I again 
regretted, fi-om my very heart, the possibility that so 
mn^ genuine goodness should be consigned to slavery, 
and I also cnrsed that thrice-horrible system which 
consigns so many of onr fellow-creaturea to unmiti- 
gated misery. 

I before said that my fair companion Euid myself 

D,jn:tci;.G0<)glu 



CAFnvriT Aim a eioht. S21 

were bound to tlie tail of tlie chieftain's cameL He 
was a great hulk of a negro, with a string of glaaa 
beads round hie neck, and a red calico waistcoat cound 
his loins. He was a borrible looking fellow, with 
great yellow &nge, wide, capaoioas moutb, uid thick 
blabber lips. He was an unlimited brute, and his 
looks seemed to make all oower around him. Heoften 
oast his red, hideous eyes upon the Ejiigbt of the 
QrifBn, and seemed evidently pleased to look upon 
her. I was disgusted at the licentious fireedom of 
these glances, and if they should lead to any positive 
annoyance I determined to establish a fend against 
him. In this resolution 1 was, in some measure, for- 
tified by the near contiguity of Jupiter, who was 
lashed to the camel next in succession to me, and 
whom I knew would prove as true, and as tough as steel, 
in any emei^ency. liVell, on we inarched till the sun 
sojtk beneath the distant fire-wrapt horizon, when we 
came to an halt, formed an encampment, and a small 
calabash of camel's milk, and a smaller cruse of water, 
was served round to each. We then threw ourselves 
down on the still warm sand and courted a little repose, 
and so worn ont and tired were we, that sleep soon 
sealed our eye-lids. I must have slept for many hours, 

D,jn:tci;. Google 



223 ADTENTUBES OF FBAHS OOtLBT. 

and was awakened by a loud scream from the Ejii^t 
of the Griffin. I started to mj feet in an instant, and 
saw that the ugly chieftain had cnt asunder the cords 
which bound her to me and to the camel, and was 
dragging her, notwithstauding her vehement struggles, 
to hifl tent. He had unwittingly severed my cords, 
at the same time, and, without reflecting on the 
dangerous temerity of the attempt, I sprang forward, 
and, clasping my &ir Mend with one arm, dealt her 
would-be abductor such a tremendous blow with the 
other, that he incoutineatly measured hia length on 
the sand. I then stood on the defensive, and the 
Enight of the Griffin seizing a long spear stood by my 
side. Luckily I had a keen-cutting kniie in my 
pocket, and before the chieftain and his satellites had 
recovered from the surprise which my unexpected 
proceeding had occasioned them, I cut asunder the 
cords which bound Jupiter and Mango, who inune- 
diately joined ub. The enemy now surrounded us and 
commenced a fierce attack, but so well did we defend 
ourselves, laying about us like demons, that we re- 
polsed them, and in the TOidee the Knight ran one 
of them through the body with her spear. With 
accumulated numbers and horrid yells they again 
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approached US, Emd here yra were reinforced by about 
twenty of oar companions who had been liberated by 
the nimble Mango; for, taking advantage of the 
cloDds of dost, which onr scuffle had raised, and which 
rendered all things dark and indistinct about us, she 
glided from group to group, cutting asunder the cords 
which bound them, and as they were thus released 
they joined onr troop and assisted in the £ght. The 
conflict was most desperate, and many licked the dust 
on both aides. At length nearly the whole of our 
companions were liberated by the indefotigable Mango, 
and eren I«nky Kentuck and the Knight of the 
Garter joined us. Up to the present time we had 
stood on the defensive, but now, with laud shouts, 
we furiously charged the enemy, and so determined 
and well directed was our charge, that we broke the 
thick columns of the enemy, and dispersed them in 
all directions. 

We immediately uttered loud shouts of gratulation, 
and most of our troop began to cut summersets with 
greatly admired agility. The Knight of the Giiffin 
and myself, however, persuaded them to cease their 
gymnaittics for the nouc^ and to attend to their own 
safety, for, although defeated, the enemy might return 
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vith reinforced nnmbeni and again asaail us. To put 
our motley array in i^folar order, we threw out ad- 
vance and rear guards, likewise flanVi'ng partdes, and 
then marched forwards as fiat as we oould. 

In the late conflict we took several prisoners and 
many camels. By w&y of retaliation, we bound the 
prisoneia to the tails of the camels, and incontinently 
dialed them along. Among the captives was the 
yellow-tasked, red-eyed chieftain tiimaalf He was 
bound to the camel, en which rode the Knight of the' 
Griffin and myself and one of the amnaements of my 
&ir companion was to grin at and spit upon him. This 
conduct would not be considered particularly ladylike 
in the purlieus of St James's, but it was not made 
very great bones of in tlie desert: every one to bis 
taste, and Qod for us all 
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Wbt dkonld DWQ bind hia feUow-maa in chainal Be- 
o&tue hiB akin is bl&ck, and thei he aporta wool instead 
c^ hsir ! Frivolons refisans these. I belisve medicul 
mea vUl agree iritli me in Btating that they have the 
same nomber of ribs, that the vertebne iB articulated in 
precisely the same manner, and that the heart haa the 
HBme number of lobes in the black man as the white 
man. All the other necessary parts of the frame are 
likewise fbrmed on the same model, and if the shins of 
t}te black man aie more curved than those of the white, 
the head of the white man is not so lai^ as that of 
the blac^ And now, sir, if we look at the mind, the 
Mack man displays as mach patience in suffering, as 
maah parental and conjugal love, as the white man. 
He is also every whit as tme-hearted. Why, then, 
should the black man be a slavel Aht Mr. Lanky 
Kentodc, yon and yonr gallant 'Merican compeers may 
hum, and hawk^ and spit as mnch as yon please, but 
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you cannot anvwer that qneetion in a Batis&ctory 
manner; no, gentlemen, notwith standing joor abcooi- 
nfible self-conceit and profound impndence you cannot 
do that. 

Wdl, tlien, it ia vray plain and evident I have 
got the argument all my way; and, notwithstanding, 
my Anterican friends, you have, in geneEal, long ahanks, 
yet you have not a leg to stand on ; and yet you call 
yourselTOB the liberty boys I ■tiiB salt of the earth I 
" Has not the salt lost its Havour)" Ton keep a tre- 
mendous rumbling, and knock up a hideous roar about 
yoi:r " inunacularity," but an ass can roar as well aa a 
lion — nay, I verily belier^ with greater nnotion and 
effect And, now I am on tlie subject, I will just let 
you into a secret worth knowing : — man will not always 
pmbmit to be slave to Ma fellow-man. It is against 
the immutable laws of human nature — those lawa may 
be perverted, bat cannot be overthrown. The miUiomi 
you now bind down in fetters of iron will, sooner or 
later, assert their unalienable rif^ts, will rise as one 
man, and make your stars fade, and rend your stripes 
to atoms. Take, thereCsre, the advice of one who re- 
spects your country, and would fein see it prosperous. 
Take the initiative youreelves, unbind those chains 
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riveted hy youiBelves, ao longer treat tlie bl^ok loui 
worse tban a hone or an ox, — treat him aa a man. 
What IB now to yon a source of veaknesB, will tlien 
become the main battress of yonr strength; yon will 
then not only be a nation of freemen in name, bat 
in deed ; yon will then be|what you now only profess to 
be, & great nation; and yon will win the admiration, 
instead of enduring the contempt, of the world. 

Hilloa I here is a precions heap of sentiments and 
(^nnions to broach, riding on camel-back, with the 
Knight of the Giiffin smiling by my side, and dragging 
at the tail of our ngly, crook-backed steed sundij 
captives ! If ever such were uttered before under pre- 
<aMij similar cirotunstance^ I am a half-baked nincom- 
poop. I very believe it must hare been that self-same 
knight who pat all those crotchets into your wise pate, 
for she sits to you in close contiguity — her arm, soft as 
velvet, rests on your shoulder, and she smiles upon 
you, she deserves a kiss, and shall have one. Well, sir, 
suppose it was this self-«ame ritter who inspired those 
sentiments, is there anything in the matter to excite 
ablosh! Is it not a buining shame such an amiable 
being as Miss Oriffin diould be lashed and slashed 
worse than a dray-horeet I am sure I shall have my 
q2 
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fior conatry-Tomen on m;- skl^ mora eBpocaaily my 
cooaiii Winifred. I wiU, therefore, kiss aiul cheiuli 
my &ir compttoion, if I can thereby wmn her heart 
from ita catting wrrowB. 

We m&cchad Bteadily &lon^ ludng the greatest pre- 
caationa in oax adTsnce, We irere induced to do so, 
beoamoMie of our captives had by some means alipped 
away from durance and effected his escape. We 
vere fearful, and bad reaaoa to, be ao, that he 
wonld alarm the oonntry of the enemy, and retnm 
-with angmttited nmnben to the teacoe. We had a 
long extent of ooimtry to traverse ere we arrived 
in the laud of the Qriffin. Onoe there, we shoold 
he in safety. On, tbtt«fbre, we went, helter-skelter, 
onr captives bumping along the sand, groaning and 
cnisinf^ It was certainly one of the meet aingnlar 
nights I had . ever seen, grotesque rather then [do- 
tnresque. At length the shades of night closed 
around as, and we bivouacked. 

It is a law r^ natoie that bipeds, as well as quad- 
rupeds, should run in couples; it is not good that 
man or wtsuan either should run alone. Pains and 
penalties shared with another lose half their poignaocy. 
Bread-and-butter eaten with a maiden, of high 
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or low d^ree, eata with » better zeaL Now Io<^ to 
the Tight^ and tbere yoa will see Jupiter «ad Mango 
■B great as iakle-weaTo^ amirkisg at one aoother like 
TrojanB; look to the left, and ttiere yon irill toe 
lA&kf Kentaok doing the amiaUe to the Knight of 
the Garter; and now take a -risS over the whole fidd, 
and you will see ihe oipoSoi scattered in oouplee, all 
serring for living conunoitarieB on my text. In fiiot, 
the matter is aa plain as a pikeetaS) and hardly de- 
serred the exemplification I have given of ib 

Ah, ah, EOT, I see a couple of sometiuug else in front 
—it is a oonple id br(ms&-like statuae, ntting motion- 
Um on a brace of camels It ia ao dark and dusky, 
that they locon more like ghosts of midnight than 
beings of the material wmld. Whatever mi^t be 
their object and intent, they came in snoh a qnestaon- 
aiHe gnia^ that we stood to our arms; and looky it 
was tliat we did so, ibr soaicely had we formed in line, 
exe a dense scpadron of onr old captoia, reinforced 
with many hundred recruits, like ,a moving launder- 
cloud, rasfaed upon us. Iiike a rock, our column stood 
£zm, and, after a long and dubious conflict, repulsed 
the enemy. Soazcely, faowerer, bad we broken in pur- 
suit, ere » &eah oolnmn chaiged ua oneiqieotedly in 
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Sxak.; and the old masteis of tlie camels on widch we 
rode csUing to them, those docdle creaturee Ml upon 
their knees, and we were now overpowered and again 
oaptivea. 

Kever shall I fbiget Uie wild howl of triumph the 
Bavagea sent forth as thej- once more fettered us. It 
was like the roarings of ten thoneand wolves and tigers 
bound and twisted together in one terrific conoatena- 
tion : never did I hear the like before, and never shall 
again. The;^ then tnunpled and spit upon \iB, and 
grinned at and pointed at tis with their long bony 
fingers. It was a regular, a complete, and entire pan- 
demonium. After they had exhausted their spite and 
malice, they re&stened us to the tails of the camels. 
Before Mias Griffin and myself had been honoured by 
having one tail appropriated to ourselves ; now, however, 
we had evidently fellen ten degrees in their estimatioD, 
for we bad for onr companions Jajnter and the ivoty- 
toothed Mango. On we weu'^ rattling and bounding 
over the sand. Jupiter and myself made a cradle with 
our arms, and kept the bodies of onr lair oompanions 
from bmisea and abraaores as well as we could; never- 
theless, th^ insisted upon going share and share alike 
with as; and this inoeasant contest if it effected no 
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otlier good, at leaat kept our thoughts emplojred, and 
diverted them in aame degree from our miserable 
oonditioii. 

Aboat rnomiog we came to a halt, and, without 
being released from bondage, were allowed to take a 
little rest. Oa lookiDg right a-head, I perceived an 
imiaense volame of water, and at first thought it 
mirage, but soon, from ite monotanona roar and gentle 
aplaahing a^^ainst the beach, found we bad diverged to, 
and were encamped on, the seashore. Throiigh the 
mista of mom I also saw some object undulating on 
the WEteiB, and, as they gradnaUy oleared away, found 
it to be a ship, bearing aloft the Btripra and stars of 
the United States of America. 
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CHAPTER XXXVL 

A SLATB SHIP. 

I KABOLT knew whether to bo glud or aarry at the 
sigHt recorded in my Lmt diapter. That tba wm a 
slaver, tbs plainljr palpable on the face of the iiiatteF, 
for what elw should bring her imto this i^oote qnarter 
of Africa) It tub veiy poeaible my own conditloB 
might be ameliorated, but then what must bec(»Da of 
Misa Grif&n, Miss Mango, and my staundi ally poor 
Jnpitert Howcouldl beartoseethoseamiabla(IiotU 
use the word, in apite of all the united myrmidona of 
the Btripee and stars) beings sold like brute beasts, and 
torn and lacerated with whips and scourges ) I knew 
them to possess the beat, the most estimable, feelings 
and afiections of hnman natmrej how, then, oould I 
bear to see those feelings and those affections outraged 
and trampled upon ) I, therefore, reclined sullenly on 
the sand as the ship in the offing lowered her gig, 
whicb put off towards tjie shore, haying, without 
doubt, the captain on board, I, however, drew the 
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Elnight of tlie GrifBn closer to me, with some vague 
intentuo), I BUppose, of reBiatmjf any tittempt to Bepa- 
Tote na. Jupiter did preciaelf the Bame thing bj 
Manga Poor creatnree! I never shall forget hov 
BORuwrully they gazed on. one another, and how they 
c^ung to each other j and poor Misa Qriflin, she ze- 
dined her head on my shoulder and wept aloud. As 
to Lanky, he was uproarious with joy, and seat forth 
reiterated "tarnations" and "slicks away!" Vainly 
did his ekora amie, the Knight of the Garter, look 
bcMachingly upon tiiTn, and demand some slight ^m- 
pathy in Lher loesent and approaching distress. He 
took no notioe of her, but still kept on shouting, and 
Bfotting, and roaring. He foamed at the mouth like 
a madman, and whan TWiHa Garter, finding herself thus 
neglected, began to weep, he cursed her bitterly, and 
qnuned her with his foot She then hid her &ce in 
the sand, and sobbed conyulsiTely, Lanky, at that 
moment, fell twenty degrees in my estimation ; he 
was not very high before, but now he was at zero, and 
I could not help tiling him " he ought to be ashamed 
(rf himself" 

** Thank ye for nothiDg,* said Lanky, " look to yoni^ 
sel^ my fine fellowl Old Jappy then and you, had 
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it all your own vaj oat by there, in that ere infernal 
Isle of Flowen: oL, yesl quite bo, — Btand by, now, 
old cb^ps, it is mj torn — one good turn desarres 
another, or I be not a 'Mericanl" 

By this time the bows of the approaching boat 
rasped against the shore, and from her jomped on shore 
a short, squab, coarse-featured fellow, with a gimlet 
eye. He looked round upon us with the Bcratimzing 
air of a dealer, viewing so many hones or oxen. " A 
darned curous mouching lot," grunted he, in a luf^ 
patched roioe: "I be wonndily afeard they be-ant 
worth their salt and taters." He uttered this in the 
eoo], depreciatory bargain-diiTiiig tone used by dealers 
of all denonuoations. At length,^ in following up hia 
sontiny, his eye rested upon Lanky, "HiUoal" sbontod 
he, " old Out-and-«om&again, what in the name of the 
wise men of the East brought t^ee here t Why, I should 
hare thought as sood to have seen in this here place 
die pelican of the wilderness." " Tarnation I" replied 
Kfflituck, " I have had a rough and ready journey, 
Bometimes right slick at camel's tail, next moment in 
the jaws of a crokadiU, then laid flat on my back; 
and the soles of my feet cudgelled by that ere 
brace of almighty sknnkeiB," pointing to Jupiter 
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ftnd me; "bat laws, Mr. Peabody, what bronght 
yon here, ehl" 

" BnsineBe, old Cnt-and-ooms- again, bmmesB." 

" Happy to see yon," eaid Iaii^, offering tiirr^ bia 
hand in the most familiar maimer : " happy, main 
happy I be, sure and aartain : hopes yon have a good 
pogt at yoor spoaal — happy to take it — do my best 
to oble^, Tam-stam, and at it." 

" Well, thoa be-eat a forward cbi^ — wont loM a 
oham^e for want of asking, anyhow: howsomedever, 
what sayst thou to the port of slave driTer) " 

" 8nit dezactly — like it amazingly — the very thing;" 
and, as he spoke, he looked ominously at me and 
Jnpiter. 

Daring the abovo colloquy, Mr, Peabody had oon~ 
tinned his inqtection of oar disconsolate associates, 
making them atoad up, turning them round, and 
examining their several points, precisely in the same 
manner as a cattle dealer does the sheep and oxen 
submitted to his inspection. He divided ua into three 
lots, placing the yoimg and hale in on^ the middle- 
aged and partially infirm in another, and the old and 
decrepid in a third. He then called the chieftain 
who had captured us before him, and at tlie same 
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time K 'negro leaped from the boat, who I soon foiind 
acted aa inteipreter in the approaching sale. 

Behold tis now, then, ranged along-ahore, the boat 
ondnlatiDg on the initeiB in the offing, and Feabody, 
thzongh his interpreter, driving his bargain. 

Myself Miss Griffin, Mias Mango, and Jnpiter were 
placed in the hole division, and Feabody, the inte^ 
preter, and Lanky (who had been released for that 
puipose) commenced with ns. The negro chieftain, 
who was called Kalee Waboo, stood in front <^ ns, 
wi^ his warrioiH behind and on each flank, and the 
bnyeis on the beach with their backs to tlie sea. 
Half-a-dosen of the stoutest of our companions vere 
now drawn out of the mass and offered for sale. 
Peabody minutely examined them, and aft^ making 
them show thedr jMiinis, by leaping,'catting summersets, 
and other gynmastics, oSbred a glaring piece of calioo 
worth about eighteen-penoi^ and a few divers coloured 
glass beads worth about|'a shilling, &x the lot. Kalee 
Waboo put his hand on the sand, shook his head like 
a mandarin, and uttered a low "hoo, hoo, hoo^" in 
token it was not enough. Feabody swrae he wonld 
not give another doit, because he said " the skin v«e 
Bcmted off divera parte of their persoDS, and that it 
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ironld take aa almighty lot of freah licor to put eaa 
to righta." AAer much demur, howerer, he put down 
a few additional beads, and tlie bargain waa concluded. 
Those aix were now bundled on board the punt like 
ao many pig% and six others brought forth, who were 
batoned for in like manner. After the boat was 
quite fbll, even to crowding they were rowed off 
to the ship in the offing, and bundled into the hold 
Hke so many logs of wood. They then returned and 
took off another reblay in the same unceremonious 
manner. At length it came to my turn to be called 
forth, and in the same lot were Jupiter, Mango, and 
Miss Griffin. 

No sooner did Feabody set eyeo on me than he 
roared out, " Hilloa 1 here's an almighty go I wt^, 
dam it all, if this ere ant a whit« nigger, I 'm a rigglar 
Britisher I" 

"That ere spauker be a Britisher," said Lanky, 
" and a tarnation rum un to go — knows how to whack 
the solee of a iree 'Meriean's fit as well as here and 
there one — a bad on, sir." 

Peabody Bmiled grimly, and thus addressed me : — 
"It's mighty iiinny to see a Britisher colloging with 
ni^CTS : what's the apshoti how came it round, ehl 
spet^ man!" 
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" I &m a free-boTD THngHaTunftiij and demand to be 
traated as anch. Why, or how I came liere, ba^ nothing 
to do with tbe question." 

" He be not a free-bom EDgliahman," said Kentuck ; 
" he be ft &e£, broke b>oae from Bottomjr Bay — a rig- 
glar ODt-aud-out fief" 

I sprang forward, with the iutention of knocking 
my calumniator down, forgetting, for tbe moment, tbat 
I was manacled and tied to Mibb Griffin ■ tbe ooiue- 
sqnence was, that, instead of accompliabing my purpose, 
I fell prone on the groimd, dragging my fair com- 
paaiou with me, amid Urn npioariona Bhonta and 
laughter of tbe Americans. 

" That ere gal and tbat ere fief bave been a-crouying 
together : one be as bad as the other— out-and-outers," 
eaid Lanky. 

" Bundle them into the boat," growled Feabody : 
" 111 cut their combs, ere I ha finished with em," 

Our corda were then more tightly oompresaed, and 
we were thrown into the boal^ like sacks of wheat 
cantod from a coni-&ctor's waggon. Jupitra: and 
Mils Mango were in the aame lot, and about thirty 
other negroes, all crowded together one over tbe other, 
like layers of thatching. On arriving at the td&Ter 
we were thrown as unceremoniously into tbe hold as 
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we hftd before been into the pimt. We foond aboat 
sixty of our comp&Qions already eUBoooced tbera. 
It was already hot, almost like an oven, and this heat 
increased with eTery relay that was shipped. The 
hold might be about fifty long by fifteen broad, uid 
in this small space six hondred individuals had to be 
packed and compressed. Jitter, the Misses Griffin 
and Mango, with myself, fimned a little knot by our- 
selves for performing mutoal good offices. As, how- 
ever, fresh groupes anived, we were wedged doeer 
togefiher, and ao oloae at last, that the fresh comen 
ooQld not reach the groimd, but were obliged to scnun- 
ble on our shoulders as well as they could. Ilie heat 
now was evidently on the increase, and the under 
layer,^ in addition to sustaining this heat, had to sup~ 
port the superincumbent weight of human beings. 
Groans and cries soon began to resound from all 
i^uarteis; and if the inconvenience was so great at 
this stage of the proceedings, what would it be when 
the hatches were battened downt — a consummation 
likely enough to happen. Many, with open months, 
were already gasping for air, and in some places a 
violent struggle was going on to secure the uppermost 
places. From tihe first, I perceived that the only 
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dianoe of weatbenng the approaching agOnj vas hy 
renuuning quiet, and thus keeping oarsdvee as cool 
as possihla This advice I g&ve to Jupiter, and thrcmgh 
him to the TC nigh t of the OrifGn and Miaa Tisngo, 
This Hie poor girla willingly agreed to, and we took 
▼eiy litUe part, not more than ve oonld poedhl; 
help, in tite approaching lifft-and-death Htra^e. 

By this time Feobody had completed his pnrdiases, 
tutd with Lanky and the rest had retained to the 
BlaTBT. She was a gceat tnb of a vessel, schooner- 
ri^^ and as dirty aa a, Thames sand-bai^ She 
mounted two long twenty-fbuis, which, moviiig on 
tnrots, could be brought to bear in any quarter where 
their Bervicea were required. The crew omsisted tsx- 
dnsively of Americans from the Southern States, and 
were aa scurvy a lot of desperadoes as could be fonnd 
in the globe's cycle. Coarse, rough, and uncouth, 
they poeaessed all the vices of the savage, withoot an; 
<^ his redeeming virtues. 

UTo sooner had Feabody and his sateDites come tm 
board than we weired anchor and stood out to sea. The 
slaver, which, by the way, was called " the Jefierson,* 
iras a desperatdy slow coach in t^e wind's eye, aiu), 
as it was at present contmy, she laboured and tacked 
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to and fro like a BpaTined oostermonger'a bone m a 
town paddla Tlte paaamg vaveo, instead of ripptisg 
with a musical momnu against her cntvater, and 
gliding off in liniming foun-bells, beat against it with a 
heavy thud, tbad, tirad. This slow method of pio- 
oaeding boded na no good. We were even now half 
Bnffocated with heat, and half dead with thirst ; what 
would it be if the voyage should prove a protracted 
onel I trembled to think of the dire ocmseqaeDcea 
which most inevitably fdlow. 

Our BoffanDgs were evidently on the increase. Dee- 
peiate strnggles were continually taking place between 
the unhappy victinui, in order to gain that pistion of 
tlie hold under Uie hatches. Those stniggleB ware 
accompanied with groans and whrieka, and exclama- 
tions of despair. In those conflicts it very often 
happened that one more weak than the others was 
thrown down, snd in litat case was speedily trampled 
to death, as, to rise again was absolutely impomiblQ. 
As &r as regarded the gronp to which I was attached, 
Jupiter was the most enduring, then myself and Miss 
Chiffin. Poor Mango, &om the first, was in a sad 
plight, devoured with thirst, and almost fiunting. 
Ju|u.ter and myself lifted her above the struggling 
s 
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HUM u Tell ns ire oonld, but when Miea Griffin began 
to &il too, ve vrae obliged to divide onr attentions. 
The poor girle were gasping for air, like lambs drivmi 
to the alaoghter on a. hot aummer'B day in Smithfield. 
Still tbef were quiet and patient; no groan bunt 
&om them ; nem'theleBa the tears atole dovn their 
cheeky in apite of themselreB. 

"Poor Maodo is berry ill," said Jupiter: "me 
moch a-feard she die." 

" I am afraid we must all di^" mid I. 

At this moment old Kentuck came and looked 
down upon as through the hatches. A self-satiafied 
grin sat on hia conoeited visage and as his eye rested 
tm me he thus spoke: — 

" Well, old chap, how go, eh) — Cool as a oowcnm- 
ber, eh)" 

" lAuk^," naid I, •* if you wish to prerent a horrible 
catastrophe take a portion of those poor creatures on 
deck. I aak not for myself but for those even now 
dying around me; as you have a human heart, do this!" 

"Ha! ha! ha!" roared I^nky, "it is coming Ha 
double, if yon can, Ib iti Ah, old boy, almighty fine 
words them ere— soft sawder — recollect the dog-fish, 
and that ere mortal Isle of Flowers; the solee of my 
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fit be-ant all slick yet — ^lie there, uid die like dogs." 
So Baying, he squirted forth a jet of saliva, tamed on 
his heels, and disappeared. 

The groans, shrieks, and etragglinga had now increased 
to a fearM extent, and the crowd heaved to and fro 
like molten lava BtriTbg to get vent. Many of those 
nnder foot were already dead, and more were eveiy 
five mlnatea, perhaps oft«ner, added to the number, I, 
myself, began to ieel a certain rigidity about the 
throat, aa iJiough it had been tightly compressed with 
a cord, and eveiy breath 1 drew was accompanied 
by a loud stertorous noise. Poor Mango, likewise, 
grew worse every minute: her eyes were fixed and 
glassy, and almost started from their sockets The 
lively, sprightly, wild joyous girl was now transformed 
into a senseless lump of livid, inanimate clay. Jupiter 
and myself by mun strength, lifted her ap on a level 
with the upper layer, and with her face towards the 
hatches ; but, alas ! it was of no use, for scarcely had 
we placed her in her new position ere she gave a 
groan and a convulsive shiver, and died in our arms. 

The place occupied by the nnfortnnate Mmgo was 
already filled, so we were oUiged to support the 
corpse in our arms^ and on looking aroond I saw 
B 2 
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serenl dead bodies held up &om a Bimilar canae. 
The idglit nt this p^od wu moet horrible: hun* 
dreda with their tongneB lolling out of thmr inoaths, 
absolutely gasping for air, manf djing in &ightfbl 
convulsions, others atraggling and grappling in the 
last stage of delirium. At this moment a gigantic 
negro, vho had squeezed into the place of Mango, 
seized vith a sudden m'ul'iw™, giasped me tightly 
round the throat with his long, bony fingers. 80 
sudden and unexpeoted vas the onset, that I iras in 
a moment rendered powerless, and must insTitably 
have been strangled, if the Knight of the Cbiffin had 
not incontinently un&stened his grasp. Several in- 
dividoal contests, of a similar nature, were going <m 
in different parts of the hold, and the whole area was 
one wild vortex of blood and death. 

At this period the numbers of the unhappy negmes 
were so much diminished by deatli, that, althon^ 
closely packed end wedged together, they could all 
stand on their feet. The upper layw had entirely 
disappeared. Many, however, were Mling every 
minute, and added to the heaps of dead under foot. 
Poor Griffin, who had hitherto home ap with much 
fortitude now began to exhibit symptoms of e 
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tioDi, and hiing adead weight abontme. Poor Japter, 
likewise, waa in a Bad plight; he kept his ayea con- 
stantl; fixed on the dead Mango, uttering " Beny 
mocha aorry for de poor gal : neber, neber apeak to dy 
Jnppy saxy uioie,~deaiy me, deaiy me!" and then 
the tears wonld drop &om his efee on the inanimate 
cheeks of the dead girL Never be&re, or since, did 
it &11 to my lot to see anything bo heart-rending. 
Crroans, and shrieks, and death-gurglings were reaoond- 
ing in all directions, and -maiiy mad, and delirions, 
through intense suffering, were battling together, and 
teating and rending one another like wild beasts. 

I now determined to make one more appeal to Pea- 
body. Conagning the Knight of the (kiffin, who was 
by this time in a state of utter unconBcionsness, to 
the cafe of Jupiter, I attempted to fbroe my way to 
the hatches for tliat purpose. Many of the nj^roes 
were bo weak and exhausted, that the slight move- 
ment made by my attempt overturned many of them;- 
otiierB, mistaking my aim, opposed me with all their 
remaining strength. It thus came to pass that my 
passage was one continnal struggle, and Ut^^ally made 
over the dying and the dead. I, however, at length 
BcoompUshed my object, and shouted throu^ the 
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hatcheB for Feabody, Thoae of the crev who heard 
me laiighed and grinned at me; and I^nky, who was 
one of the number, aaked me, " if I was not tamallj 
roasted : the womui,'' continued he, " like roast meat^ 
and it is an almighty dead sartainly diat thoa wilt 
be meat for them ere." 

" I am not speaking to thee," aaid I: " I demand 
to speak to the skipper.'* 

f Ha! hal ha!" shouted I^nky, "that's the go, is 
it? The skipper is gone to bed, ehl Keep quiet 
below there, or 'twill be worse for ye," 

" Aa jon are a man, Lanky, and as yon have a aonl 
to be saved, take a portion of va on deck, or we shall 
all perish ; I ask not for myself but &r my &Ilow- 



" Fine words butter no parsnips," said Laul^ : 
" remember the stinking dog-fish, and the baatinad*; 
it was yonr tain then, now it is mine ; turn about is 
right-away — equal's equal." 

" Hnffian as thou art," said I, " the time will comer 
when thou wilt bitterly me this." 

"Oh! it is mutinons we are, is itt Hilloal tbez^ 
batten down the hatches I — mntinyl mntiny!" 

With the greatest rapidity and promptitude the 
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crew obeyed hia beheet, amid suppressed jeera and 
laughter. 

Wliat was now to become of uh J If before we were 
litei&Df in an oven, what could our ptdson-houBe be 
compared to now every breath of air was exdndedt 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the burning fiery 
fiimaoe, was the necu^et similitude I could fix upon. 
It was now pitch dark; I could not see my fellow- 
Bufierero, but I could bear the stertorous breathings, 
the sappressed shrieks, and the death-strugglings of 
the dying. The stricture round my own throat 
became Cfveiy moment tighter, and still tighter; it 
seemed as though a great lump was gradually rising, 
and growing by degrees larger and larger. My eyee 
seemed flashing with fire, and bursting from th^ 
sockets : my tongue seemed parched and swollen to a 
prodigious size; at length a piardng, tinf^g spasm 
seemed to permeate my whole frame, and I sank 
down in a state of utter nnoonsciouanees; 



c. Google 



ADTBNTUBB Or TRAKK OOttBT. 



CHAPTER TCTCT VIT. 
A. CBANGB. 

Wbxs I returned to a state of consciouaneeB I fbimd 
myself reclining amid long, rank grass, under the 
grateM shade of a mango-bush. Several gronps at 
my fellow-captiTBs were scattered about, bnt their 
DumbeTB wore awftilly diminished. Of the many 
himdredfl who so lately struggled for life and death 
in the aceldama of the slaTe-shlp scarcely a hundred 
remained alive. Among those hundred, however, re- 
mained the Knight of the Qriffin and JnpitOT. It 
seems that daring my &iiitlDg fit Feabody had ascer- 
tained the troe state of matters in the hold, and, 
ont of regard to his own iaterests, had ran the ship 
ashore, and landed such of his alavea as were stall 
living. 

Most of ne, however, were unable to movey and 
presented a shocking spectacle, absolutely gasping for 
breath. Feabody was shambling and fidgetting about 
in a sad taking; his loss must have been prodigiotis, 



c.Googlu 



249 

uid he squirted forth angry jeta of saliva im all 
directions. XAiiky came in for a saperabnndaiit be- 
spattermg of objiirgatioiiB. "Thy cuised spite have 
been the cause of this abnighiy loss — six thonaand 
doUaiB won't cover it ! What right hadst thee to 
have the hatches battenedt Darn it all! I would for 
half a cent put thee in irona." 

" I did it fbr the best, sir," Bnlvelled Kentuclr, who 
woB quite crest-Mleiu 

" Best be darned ! " roared Peabody ; " be off right 
sUck — get thee among the lobloIlyH — ourae thee for a 
dooble-Hpifflicated, pig-headed jackass." 

Peabody uov came to the place where I waa re- 
dining and as his pipe was pat out with my aroh- 
enemy, Lan^, I determined to make another appeal 
to his sense of justice, so as soon as he came opposite 
to me, I thud spoke :— 

" Sir, yon will be soiry, when sober reflection cornea, 
that you have so acnrvily treated me. I am a &e» 
bom Englishman, from whose timeJionoured conn^ 
your own ancestors sprung. We are kindred in feel- 
ing and language; we both, I trust, despise crooked 
dealing. Believe me, I am an honest man : what 
Kentook has said to my prejudice is a vile calnmny; 
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onr reapective nations are at present united in the 
cloee ties of friendahip — may Qod grant they toay long 
BO continue. For all tliose reaso^is I demand jnetioe 
and freedom at yonr bandB," 

I>njing this speech Feabody kept fidgetting aboutr 
and Epitting with amum'Tig volnbility, and 'when I had 
finished, he gazed fixedly at me for a short space, 
then turned on bis heel, and marched off without 
uttering a word. 

Presently, however, a smart-dressed, dandified fel- 
low, a cross between a mulatto and a Xew Orleans 
dandy, came ap to me, and said, "Sir, Ti!ngliiiliin«.Hj 
the skipper has commlasioned me to liberate you from 
your bonds, if yon will give your parole not to 
attempt an esc^te." To this proposition I willingly 
assented, 

No sooner was I liberated &om my bonds than t 
went about among the groups of sick negroes in 
search of the Knight of the Oriffin. Somehow or 
other I felt a great interest in the poor girl, and I 
resolved to mitigate her sufibrings as much eg I could. 
I found her lying in the long grass, unable to move, 
and gasping for breath. I ran to Peabody, aod 
temeatly besought him for a cruse of wat«r ; at first 
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be turned a deaf ear to my Bnpplicationsj but no 
sooner did I tell liim that one of his most Talnitble 
Blaveu was is the greatest danger, than he at onoe 
granted mv request. I then flew to Miss Chiffia 
with my prize, and, supporting her head on jay kiiee> 
administered slowly, and at interval^ the bright, 
sparkling fluid. Obi with what gratitude did the 
poor girl receire Ute delicionB boonl bow ber iaxga 
daric eyes beamed with delight! with wbat grateful 
Bigns and attitudes and looks did she express her 
gistitude to mel She soon recovered sofficiraitly to 
sit up, and, in a few bouis, to stand and valk. 

" Mucb oble^ed," said Peabody, shambling up to 
us, and speaking to me; "that ere gal be tbe beat 
article I have got, worth three bunder dollars if 
worth a cent — ^prime article that ere"— -and here the 
old satyr snrreyed her with a gloating ^e. 

The Knight of tbe Oriffia ahnmk from that glano^ 
and oowered closer to me. 

" Oh 1 it is coy we are, is it} I know how to tame 
that ere — I'll see to that — I knov bow to make 
obstopolous gsls knuckle down, nerer fear that," So 
saying, be again Idl as. 

Here tbe poOT ^I, through Jupiter, earnestly i»- 
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qnested me not to leave her — to penoit lier to be my 
■lave for ever ; Hgain her eyes filled Titli tears, and 
she Bobbed violently. 

I willingly, and &om my heart, promised to do ^ 
I could for her, and with this aesorance she grew more 
pacified. 

We remained in onr preeent retreat till the health 
of the negroes was sufficiently restored to endnre a 
■ea voyage. The Blnight of the Qriffin and myadf 
were sot so mach together as formerly, owing, as I 
thonght, to the jealous interference of Peabody. Still 
we met ftirtively, fbr where there is a will there u 
a wi^. I most assuredly felt a great regard &a! the 
muden, and how ibndly that regard was reciprocated 
the melancholy incident I am obliged, idnctantly, to 
reoonnt will too amply demonstrate. 

I have said above that Feabody contrived to keep 
OS aannder as mnoh as poesible, and yet that we still 
oontrived to meet on the sly. We conld not, hcnr- 
•ver, with all our ingenuity, so contrive matters bat 
what the old skipper got an inkling of the real state 
<tf affain. He then peremptorily ordered me to 
raioain at quarters, and then, by every means in his 
power, sought to win over MIbb Qriffin to his views. 
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She, however, tamed a deaf ear to his propoeals, aad, 
chagrined at her separation fixim me, vexed and fretted 
heiBelf so much that she grew thin and atteunated. 
At this jnnctore anoth^ of Ms ships touched at the 
port where we lay, and Feabody thooght the best 
way to settle matters would be to ship me on hoBid 
the new orriTal, and thus at one blow to cnt tlie 
Oordian knot of his difficulty. This was intimated 
to poor Griffin, who, vrith earnest teais and suppli- 
cations, requested the skipper to permit her to have 
a final interview with me. Backed by my own 
entreaty, he at length gave consent. The poor girl 
Hew into my arms, gazed eameetly on me for a small 
space, then hid her &oe in my bosom, and wept 
aload. I stituned the poor creature to my heart, 
and coold'not help mingling my tears with here — 
yes, I am not ashamed to say that I did so, for there 
was Boraething so good, so truly feminine, so touch- 
ing in her mate ajq^eals, that my whole frame vaa 
wrecked with sorrow. There she lay, weeping and 
sobbing ; she clnng to me, and th^ were obliged 
to tear her away by force. JSo sooner, however, 
was she torn &om me, than she cast upon me such 
a glance of piercing agony that I nevw did and never 
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can forget it; she then, vith convulsive energy, brolce 
from those who held her, and threw herself headlong 
into the sea. SeTeral active negroes plunged in in- 
Btontly ailer her, but could not succeed in saving her— 
she miserably perished. 

And here I cannot help observing how very odd 
it was that the girls should be so very partial to 
me! I am not what may be called an Adonis of a 
fellow at any rate, and I have not a bit of the fop or 
dandy about me. I am not an adept in a cravat-tie, 
and care not a fig if my coat does not &t tightly in the 
waist, and I should as soon think of swallowing a 
crocodile as to curl a single lock of my hair; and, so 
&r from anointing any part of my oorpos with essence 
or perfnm^ I would pitch to the devil the whole 
ooncem, from Wiaa Bcraggs' poluphlosboic ointment to 
Warren's milk of rosea. What is it, then, tliey see 
in me so to draw the sweet regard of those syrena} 
Is it because I am a careless, good-homoured fellow, 
ready and willing to fiy from Dan to Beersheba to 
oblige theml Well, I really think there must be 
something in this — I am an off-hand, rough and ready 
fellow — nothing crooked about me ; the girls, God ia 
Heaven bless them, see this, and they love me fbr it. 
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"Well, let it be so. I take upon me to nj, moat 
aolenmly, that tliere Till be no love lost 

But then, poor Lilia and poor Griffin I what can I 
say about yon J To Bay Iwaa Bony, deeply Borry, for 
yon, would hut weakly expreaa the real state of my 
fedingB — ^my heart literally bled for yon, poor dears ! 
Farewell, for ever! 
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CHAPTEK XXXYIIL 

BETEBU. laSOB. UATTEBS. 

"Tbebb goes a thousand dollars ri^t slick avayl" 
said Feabody, as the Knight of the Oriffin sank in the 
waves, " and all through that tamal Britisher." 

I was too sorrowful to make any reply to this heart- 
less speech. I could not help reflecting, however, on 
the callous state of mind engendered by a long course 
of dealing in huntan flesh. The heart of the slave- 
master becomes as hard and indurated as the nether 
millstone. Beings possessing all the finer feelings of 
human nature be comes to look upon as senseless 
logs, and treats them as such, or worse ; he becomes, 
in the end, completely brutalized, and metamorphosed 
into a bipedal hyena. 

I was right glad, therefore, when the new arrival 
weighed anchor, aad that I bade a fiTt s I adieu to Pea- 
body and Lanky. Another circumstance also delighted 
me, that the old slave-master had forgotten to renew my 
parole, which had expired whan I entered on my new 
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biith. I determmed, therefore^ to iittempt an escape tbc 
fiiBt opportnnity. It is true, the master of the sUp, >■ 
■well aa tlie crew, treated me with much respect, yet free- 
dom is Bweet, and I resolTed to r^ain it. The new ship 
WKS a £unou8 little walker of the waves, and scadded 
ah>iig like a wild swui. The breccse was rather fr«ah, 
and filled onr sails with a gentle belljii^ mnr- 
muring deli^tfolly. The cntw&ter snored throngh 
the yielding waters, and we had nothing to do but 
to loU about deck and watch her graceful moTementa. 
Sometimes we pranced about deck, jigging away and 
cutting divers caprioles, like fidgetty or unruly horses. 
Hie ship did all the work herself aud seemed to take 
pletKure in doing it ; to us it was a perpetual holiday, 
and in this holiday the birds of the air and the fishn 
of the sea participated. All was mirth and glee 
above and below. It was now during these dozy 
hours that I often reflected on old Capstan's sea 
l^ends, more especially that of lihe mermaid ; and on 
thoM calm, sonny days, when the sea was as smooth 
and ahone like a silver mirror, I mora than once 
looked abroad, expecting to see her rise with comb 
and glass in hand. The ohetinate creatort^ however, 
refbaed to appear, and, as &r as I am oonoemed, the 
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tale of tlie mermaid miut be claaaed among the &bles 
and mytlts of by-gone times. 

It was at this period that a Biugular circnmatance 
oocnrred to me dming the night eeason, and even nov 
I can scarcely tell whether it van a frolic of the ima^ 
gination or sober reality. It might be about midnight^ 
aod I waa reclining in my berth. Xhe moon had just 
risen, the stars shone brightly, and all nature was ia- 
TMted in a kind of dreamy, ropematural splendour. 
On a sudden, I saw a human form stand between me 
and the ^1-orbed queen of night, yet so thin was the 
object, that I could see through it as plainly as I could 
see througli a thin, fleecy cloud. Gradually as I r&> 
covered from the surprise the sudden appearance bad 
caused me, I knew it to be the Knight of the Qfiffin. 
I could not be mistaken — there were the same &11, 
lustrous black eyes, the some beautiiiilly symmetrical 
form, the same sweet smile. She extended wide h^- 
arms, and I mshed forward to meet her profibred em~ 
brace, when she suddenly vanished— or I awoke— Icould 
never tell which, but I was alone in my berth, the 
vision, or leali^, whichever it might be, had vanished I 

I was still conning over the late recorded singular 
event, when I heard a mstling on the floor of the 
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cabin. Mj mind was in mch a state of nervous ex- 
citement, that I was quite startled thereby, and knew 
not whether to oower down under tie bedclotbea, or 
to sit up and look about me. I lay still in a state of 
dubiety for a considerable time, the rustling still oon- 
tinuing, and rather increasing than otherwise. At 
length a whispering Toice said, with horrible distinct- 
ness, "Masaa, massa, it be me!" The tone was so 
hoUow and supernatural, that I had some intention of 
taking to flight ; but then I reflected that if I did bo, 
I must necesaarily rush into the very arms of the 
ghost or devil, or whatever it might be that was kick- 
ing up this confounded atowre. I th^refbre shut my 
eyas and lay quiescent. . The apparition, however, was 
not to be BO staved off, for a laige black paw laid 
hold of the bedclothes, and commenced pulling away. ' 
There was such a large amount of audacity in this, that 
it instantly recalled my natural coorage, and I sprung 
to my feet, and saw before me a tall, black object, whiob 
Z was about to fell to the gronnd, when I saw it was 
my old ally, Jupiter. 

"Hilloa, Jupiter 1" BaidI, "what, in the name of old 
Cloots, brought you here!" 

" Don't Bpake bo beny mocha loud, maasa," said he; 
s3 
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" me hero on the sly— like to be wid yon — dey don't 
know I be here." As he pnmonDced tite Tord " dey," 
he pointed with his oUn to the deck. 

I instantly saw how the matter ert»od. Jupiter had 
become much attached to me, and had emailed him^ 
■elf on board to share my fortunes. I likewise oaw 
(he dreadful predicament he had placed himself ia: 
he had iucarred the pains and penalties of a runaway 
alavf^ and to avoid discoTeiy seemed impossible. It 
was not a vety large ship, and hiding-plaoe* oompant' 
tively few. The only plan I could hit upon at preoeni 
wsa, to oonoeal him in my own berth, and scarcely had 
I done so, ere one of the crew thrust his head out of 
his own proper compartment, and demanded with an 
oath what I was " kicking up that hullabaloo about)" 
- Telling him that I had been troubled with nightmax^ 
I lay still as a mouse, and my ally did the same. 

Jfow, whether my comrade was satisfied with the 
reason assigned by me for the late nocturnal disturb- 
ance, I know not ; but, at all events, I saw bis great 
bullet head emerge &om his aanctum more than oooai 
I atrongly suspect he was not satisfied with the attny of 
the nightmare. 
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I HATE laid ftbore, that my oomnde (whose name 
was Dick Sknnk) was not at all sfttisfiod with the 
account I gave of the late nocturnal dieturbanca 
TMb worthy was a aqnare-built kilderkin of a fellow, 
with a long body and short legs and thighs, bo 
that he might be likened to a giant stuck by some 
strange caprice of Nature on the pedestals of a dwarf 
His head was of prodigious size, his faoe red and 
oapocious, and his anns of immeasurable length. 
In temper he was onrt and boisterous, bat, on the 
whole, to use one of his own phrases, "upright and 
down straight" 

" Fm jonnek," said he to me on the following morn- 
ing, "if that ere wam't a comical nightmare last 
night— can't take It in at all." 

"Is there anything odd, then, in having a nights 
loanl" 
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" Why, a nightmare be (me thing, a gal be another — 
sly is the vord, ehl" 

"Tou Bpeak in enigmas, Dick; if yon have any- 
thing to Bay, out with it, man." 

" Well, then, nuiBter Fnuik, I 'spect there be a gal 
BomehoT oonaamed, a ghost iike, or, least vays, old 
Clooty himBeK I seed a gal, a ^ost, or Cloota." So 
saying, he tamed Mb qnid, and walked away in the 
most solemn manner. 

It was plain that Dick had seen something, and that, 
in couseqaence, the danger of Jnpiter was proporldon- 
ably increased. I, therefore, by signs and whispers, 
made him aware of his great peril, and advised him to 
qnit the ship the very first opportunity that offered. ' 
Nothing particularly occurred during the fbllowiog* 
day, bnt I noticed that Dick k^t a watchiiil eye npon 
me, and I observed him more than once in close con- 
ference with the skipper. Hia turn of mind evidtaitly 
inclined to the snperstitiouB and anpematuial, and I 
strongly suspect he thought I bad dealings with some 
mysterious being. At eH. events, he was dubious on 
the point. He did not know what to make of the 
matl!er; I was obliged, therefore, to act warily and 
circumspectly, particularly daring the night season 
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for ever and anon, on the least rustling, his bi^ bullet 
head, would emerge &om his berth. 

ThingB continued in the same state for a dn^ or two, 
during which we made great progreaa. I ascertained 
we were boiind to the Oape, with a cargo of contra' 
band powder, for the use of the CafTres, who were 
waging a war of extermination against the British. 
Before we arrived there, however, we were destined to 
experience a pretty considerable storm, during which 
oar ship pitched and rolled about in a truly picturesque 
manner. It was twilight, and a kind of dubious ^oom 
overspread all things. Dick Skunk happened to go 
down to his berth to put it to rights. He was rather 
shy of going down by himself in the dark, but on 
the present occasion he had no altemativa Kow it 
chanced that the ship gave a tremendous lurch during 
the time he was engaged in his operations, and canted 
Jupiter head-foremost out of his hiding-place, and sent 
him spinning to the feet of Skunk, who, uttering a 
loud roar, bolted out of the cabin as &st as his legs 
could cany him. 

The skipper was parading up and down the quarter- 
deck, when Dick, with his hair on end, and his eyes 
ataring wildly with a&ight, rushed up to him, and 
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began hawking and Btammering, and tiding to Speak, 
but could not utter an inteUigible word. 

"Why, you tunal fool," said the skipper, "what's 
therig} bast seed a ghost, or the derill" 

"A ni-i-ight-ma-B-fl-^v 1" at length Dkk antriTed 
to ituttra out, pointing in the direction of hia berth. 

" If not a night-mare, thou hast phtinly diskiverod 
a mare's nest ; let a brace of hands send below, and 
see what this big Btnunage is about." 

The two hands dived down, bob speedily returned 
in wild afiiighty shouting fortJi, "the Devil! Uw 
Deril!" 

"Well, iiaa ia a gol" growled the skipper ; "now 
I d»e be bound it be some runaway nigger, and if 
so, I'll flay him." He epoke the last words with a 
kind of sayage howL He then went below, attended 
by seTOTsl of the crew, and soon dragged forth Jupiter, 
tuid manacled him with heary irons. 

'"Tis Mr. Feabody's prime article" said Skunk; 
" oh, my I but wont he catch it." 

The fiict that Jnpiter was a runaway bUto was 
too palpable for dispute, so, without fiuther circum- 
looution, tiisy bound him with hia face to the foremastt 
and extended amis, thus presenting the fairest mai^ 
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for the cat-o'-nine-tails, " Stunk," ahouted the skip- 
per, " give it bid tightly — no make-beliare^-^o 
ahun-abrohatiu! — Blasb ftvay." 

Skunk now vhiiied the inBtrument round hie head, 
MTeral times^ in order to give greater impetus to 
his blo'WB, which descended in quick succeasion, TnalriTig 
the whole frame of the sufferer shiver and qnake ; 
and soon the blood began to tiickle down in tiny 
HtreAtns. Japiter bore the infliction with stoical 
ap&thy : he groaned not, neither did he trranble volnn- 
tarily ; but hia muscles quivered convulsively, in spite 
of huuBelf, and soon trenchant gashes glared forth here 
and there. The blood, likewise, which had at first only 
.oozed forth, now poured down in absolute streams ; 
the akia was in &ct completely scarified, and eveiy 
blow eat into the tender fieeh. Still the hapless 
riotim showed no outward signs of emotion : like the 
led Indian, he seemed to hurl defianoe on his brutal 
paraecntors, or rather butchers ; he, howerer, cast one 
fiirtiTe glanoe at me — so imploring ~-~ so wobegone, 
thftt I sprung forward, and in energetic terms entreated 
the skipper to have mercy and to forbear. He gave a 
taruonlent smile and said, " Sir Britisher, I would advise 
yon to mind your p's and q's — ^remember, old boy, we 
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have a ri^ar stiff law against thoee who harbour 
ronawa^ slaves — it is as much as I can do to aave yonx 
own back from the lash ; keep a civil tongue in your 
jawH and I will do that ; but with respect to that 
there nigger, all T have got to eay is. Skunk, pay 
bim welL" 

Skunk here gave cme tremendous lash, which ro- 
sounded over the whole deck : he then dropped his arm. 
and said : 

" Blow me, air, if I be-ant of 'pinion that ere nigger 
bescomfiBhedl" 

In fact, poor Jupiter had fiunted, and was insensible 
to padna or penalties of any description. 

"Unbind him," stud the ski[^>er; "his gruel is 
eooked for tiiis time." So saying, he squirted forth 
a jet of tobacco -juice, and walked nnconoemedly 
away. 

Aa soon as he was unloosed, I sprinkled some water 
ovw his face^ and, resting his head on my knee, soon 
restored him to a state of consciousness. He was, 
however, a shocking spectacle — torn, mangled, and 
bleeding. I earnestly entreated the skipper to ollov 
me to take him into my own berth, and to attend 
upon him. He was evidently in great danger, and 
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reqaired carefiil and tender nnising. He granted my 
application more readily than I expected; bat, I 
verily believe, not throngh motives of compaeskm 
bnt of self-interest; lie fonnd be bad carried hia ecoA 
praotioes too &r, and that tbe loss of a strong, hale 
slave, like Japiter, would be no joks. 
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I SUBBED Jnpiter with the moot assidaouE atteation. 
A fever eet in, and for many days he was in a state 
of greiA danger; aad if it had not liave been for me, lie 
mUBt have died. The crisis, however, passed away, 
and he Blowly recovered, and never shall I forget his 
looks and expressiona of gratitude to me. Talk of 
the negro not htfving a feeling heart, indeed I the most 
obdurate sceptic must have abandoned that fallacy, 
if he could have heard and witnessed my black friend. 
It was very seldom that Japiter and myself conld 
entertain confidential oommnnication with each other 
— ^we were perpetually watched. Skonk, in particular, 
seemed a constant spy on oor proceedings. Ifotwith- 
atanding, however, all their precautions, we contrived 
to arrange a plan of escape the first opportunity that 
offered. We knew that the late flogging would only 
lead to another, perhaps more severe. I had con- 
trived by some means to smuggle a file, which I 
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secratl^ conveyed to Jnpiter. Him, I knew, they 
would manacle as soon aa he waa able to walk abonl, 
and thna he would have about him a secret liberator. 
We then watched pasang events as calmly oud dr- 
cmnapectly aa we could. 

The suspicion I entertained, that a second and still 
more severe flogging awaited Jupiter as soon aa he was 
able to bear it^ received confirmation fiivm a conver- 
sation I overheard between the skipper and Skunk. 
It, however, was to be delayed till after we had left 
the Cape of Good Hope, where we intended to Call 
for the purpose of taking in £reah water. According 
to my anticipatioit, my companion was strongly ironed 
upon our arrival in sight of land. We were not, 
however, separated, whioh I much wondered at. I^om 
the very first day he waa manacled, Jupit«r put the 
file in requisition. The fetteni were thiuk and strong, 
yet, with death staring him in the &oe, he worked 
away with much perseverance, night and day. Skunk 
k^pt a sharp eye upon his movements, and he waa 
obliged to be as secret and wily as a cat. He geii»- 
rally made most way after dark; but even then the 
great bullet-head of our arch enemy would every now 
and then emerge from his bertL " Be blowed, 
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Engliflher," aaid he, one nigh^ " jijf * *^^^ 
an almighty rat in this ere p'»^ i^^^Afiry ^*^ 
sich a Bcrat, Bcrat, Bcratting, ^'^^ ,^ ** *Hj^ 

sliok-a-way at a roosty firelocs- 
it be BO." .„» 7^ h. 
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in this part closed in upon tte coast, and iraa ex- 
tremely thick, nearly impervioua. Swarms of KafEir 
boats abflolntely loaded this cove and stream, in which 
wwe canted the bags of powder from the American 
eMp with amazing celerity. In fact, they did not know 
a moment bat what they might be Borprised by the 
English patroles, who were at this time particularly 
vigilant, and were straioing every nerve to prevent 
the landing of those contraband stores. The hnbbab 
and confusion was excessive, during which Jupiter 
made the best use of his time, and actually succeeded 
in liberating his hands, and then set to at the fetteis 
which bonnd his feet He had nearly succeeded in 
cutting them asunder, when Skunk re-entered iite 
cabin, the day's darge having been concluded He 
seemed tired and exhausted, threw himself down, 
and soon fell asleep. Again Jupiter set to, bat no 
Booner had he done so than, as thongh it had exerdaed 
a galvanic power. Skunk started to his feet. "I'm 
Boomfiahed," said he, " if that ere be-ant the rasping 
of a file: blowed, yon bl — ■ — d nigger, if thou hasn't 
got a file — out Vitl" Here he advanced upon Jupi- 
ter, who, now seeing the critical position he was placed 
in, placed liitnaalf in a defensive attitude^ and a furious 
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oootesb instantly beguu If Jupiter lud liad Mb 
feet ftt liberty, it is Tery likely he might luTe prOTed 
tlie better man; but, hampered u he wu, in that 
respect, he was booq overthrown, and, with a Ravage 
growl, Skunk knelt on his bieast, and drew &mt hia 
fi>b a long, keen bowie knifc^ which he whirled aloft 
in air, and was about to plunge it into the throat 
<^ his prostrate aatagoniat At this decisive moment 
I fortunately entered, and, spiinging forward, stnu^ 
the murderous weapon out of hia band. Instantly 
he sprang to his feet, and made a furions attack npon 
m& At that time I wu as strong as a hors^ and aa 
agile as a monkey, and after a brief stmgglo, I <x^ 
sized him headforemost against one of the bulk-headi^ 
and he lay extended on the floor without sense or 
motion. 

In an instant I grasped ihe file, and applying it 
iurionsly to the remaining manacles of Jnpiter, socm 
severed them, and then, without a moment's delay, 
began running np the companion-ladder, followed hy 
my black fidend. By this time, however, the axaat 
we had made in our late scuffle had attracted the 
notice of the skipper, vho^ with several of the ecew, 
had just arrived at the top, and were aboat to d 
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Kuoviiig that all depended upon taking oar enemiea 
by sniprisej I had whispered to Jnpiter to keep cloee 
at my heelu, and do aa I did. The skipper was joat 
about to place his left foot on the second step of the 
ladder, when I ran bang against him, and mth such 
catapnltic foi'ce, that he fell flat on his back on the 
deok. I then sprung among the crew who, by this time, 
had clnstered round, upset another, and another, and, 
gallantly seconded by my black friend, who made 
one or two of them bite the dnst, broke throng their 
niBks, and rushing amidships, sprang over the bul- 
warks of the ship into the sea. Jupiter, before he 
oould follow my example, had a brief struggle to 
undergo, for one of the crew intercepted his flight, 
seized him round the waist, and held him aa tena- 
ciously as though in a vice or the jaws of a bull-dog. 
In this awkward fix he recollected the file, and grasping 
it firmly in his band, throst it into the left eye of 
his antagonist, who, roaring with pain, relaxed his 
hold; and Jupiter, taking adTantage of this fortunate 
occurrence, broke away and leaped into the sea after 
me. We immediately struck 6ut with lusty stroken 
towards shore. Several of the crew sprung in after 
us, others, arming themselres with muskets, fired upon 

T 
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1U, and the bnUeta flaahed abont ne in the 'water like 
bail. Tbey were booh, however, obliged to ceaae 
firing, for thej were as liable to hit their own men, 
who were Bwimming after as, as ouiBelvea. We were 
about three hundred yards fixnn shore when we cton- 
menced our water race, and an exciting race it was. 
I oould easily have distanced all my punuers as I 
conld sport and play, or skim through the waves like 
a dolphin ; but Jupiter waa not such an adept as me, 
and of course I conld not leave him to the tender 
mercies of his enemies. I waa, therefore, obliged to 
hover round him, and occasionally to choke oS some 
agile antagonist who had laid hands on him. At 
length we arriTed within thirty yards of shore, when 
a gigantic Malay, seconded by a slender but active 
American, intercepted na. I saw, now, that we mnst 
hare a regular water fight, and that we must contrive, 
by hook or crook, to beat our antagonists qnicMy, as 
three or four more were close at band. I, theref(»e, 
singled out the MaJay, and making a brace of vigraous 
strokes, met bim full butt, and grappling him. by the 
throat, forced his head under water, and held it thexe. 
Yainly did he Btrive and roll about, endeavonting to 
disengage himselfj he could not break my hoid; 
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and when I found Lim quiescent I let him sink qnietly, 
and Bwam off to Japiter, who, by this time, waa fight- 
ing with the Atnericftn, with dubious success. They 
were rolling one over the olher, like a couple of battling 
serpents, sometimes one under the water, sometimes 
the other. I swam to the Hpot where the combat 
was raging : Jupiter was at thia time uppermost, pech- 
ing and gasping for breath. Desiring him to make 
the beet of his way to the land, as several of our pur- 
snera were close at band, I grappled the American, 
and giving him a severe tap on the Jugular, sent him 
to the bottom like a mill-stona Jupiter by this time 
had scrambled on shore, whore I, after giving about 
half-sniozen vigorous strokes, lejoined him: we im- 
mediately plunged into the jungle, and high time it 
was for US to do BO, for, in addition to half-a-dozen 
swimmera, who were just on the point of cutting us off 
from land, the akipper's gig had just been launched 
from the ship Ml of men, who were rowing away for 
ahore like mad. It waa with the utmost difficulty we 
pratetrated through the underwood. The grass waa long 
and tenacious, intermingled with hriars, which stuck 
into our clothes, and made picturesque slashes here 
and there. Still it waa no use for us to mind a scratch 
l2 
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or two, for our enemieB were in fiill cry behind na, 
and we oonid distiiictlf hear the crashing of tlie bon^is 
and their tmieea and ezdamatdonB aa thtij followed 
rapidly on our haonches. In order to throw tlient 
out, I now turned off at a right angle &om onr 
previouB cottrse, and thin mancsaTre was obviooilj' 
attended with, at least, partial snccess, for many 
kept on in a straight line, a few still chased ub. We 
were now pretty well briar-torn, and otir clothes 
liteiaUy rent to shreds: we began likewise to get 
worn out and tired, for ova exertions had been mutt- 
tennitting, and of the most trying character. We 
now crept into a thick mass of briar^ interlaced with 
long rank grass, so v^y imperrioas, that we deter- 
mined to rest for a brief space. Scarcely had we 
settled down, ere three of the ship's crew, including 
Dick Bkunk, came to tlie very edge of the thicket 
where we were hidden. The companions of Sknnk 
were too^ old veterans enough, but who had lost the 
elasticity of youth, and were likewise more exhausted 
than ooiselvea. We determined, therefore, to hold 
oar position, and if discovered, to show fight. They 
k^)t beating about the bush for a long time, but bo 
artfully had we concealed ourselves, that they did not 
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disoover ubj and they at length retired, growling and 
ooTBing withoat stint or ineaBnre. 

Rejoiced that we had got rid of onr pertinaoeous 
follorerB, and seeing that we conld not find a moee 
secure hiding place, we threw ourselves down in the 
long grass and soon fell asleep. 
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CHAPTER XU. 

ASTENTUBia Cf CAfF&ELASlX 

At this time the &mous wax between the British, 
under tough old Hany Smith, and the CaSree nnder 
Macomo, Sandili, and other rough and ready warriors, 
wBfi at its height, and it was impossibe to tell to 
which the balance would incline for tho ecalee Btood 
upon an exact equipoise, and a gntdn of sand thrown 
in by either party would moat assuredly make the 
opposite end kick the beam. It is true, if old Harry 
could have induced them to come forward and have a 
fair stand-up fight, Mr. Macomo and his myrmidons 
would Boou have been pnt to flight ; but the wily old 
chieftain knew a trick worth two, nay, half-a-dozen 
of that, N^o, the sly savage hovered here and hovered 
there, and when the stem old Englishman expected 
an attack on his right wing, Mr. Mac was sure to 
assault his left, nay I often when the British hero saw 
something tangible before him, a long and dark 
line of stalwart warriors drawn np in position, ap- 
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parently resolved to bring the matter to a speedy 
decision, even then the volatile eaemj/ would melt 
B,wa,y, to the right and left, like a momiog mist ; and 
whan the ardent Harry arrived on the ground where 
he expected the supreme pleaaue of a good fight, lo ! 
nothing waa to be seen but a few empty trenches and 
broken outlandish kettles; the enemy bad vanidted, 
but whether east, west, north, or south it was im- 
possible to determine ; and whilst our hero was feel- 
ing for them, in all direction^ iutelligence would 
come that the ubiquitous Cafirea were one hundred 
miles in the rear, ravaging the countiy with fire and 
sword. 

Thus this &tal war kept lingering on from year 
to year ; the British troops were almost harassed 
out of their lives ; and on some occasions, when 
a stray column had penetrated into the interior, 
far away from their base of operations, the Cafirea, 
like a horde of wolves, would surround them on every 
ude, cut off their stragglers, fire at them behind trees 
and bushes, attack them &om every assailable point 
whence they could do so without any danger to them- 
selves ; and in the end, when the unfortunate detach- 
ment reached its destination, it was more than deci> 
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mated, and those who survived vera a creeping maw 
of aoarecrowa. 

Not having a compaas irith iu ire did not know 
hoT to Bteer for the British setdementB, §o we wiere 
obliged to tnutt to chance. We slept aonndly, and awak- 
ing much refreshed set forward on our jonmej. Our 
first object was to get as far from the coast as possible^ 
in order to evade the puraoit of the American skipper 
and his satellites j and to gain this object, even if we 
fell into the hands of the Caffi«a, our condition would 
not be worsened. Our first day's joumey was throngh 
&ick underwood, firmly bound together with jagged 
briars, which ever and anon hooked into our olotihea 
and flesh. The bolea of the trees wefe likevrise very 
close together, so that we could hardly squeeze be- 
tween them : sometimes we oould not, and were 
obliged to turn to others wider apart. The grass was 
long, tank, and wet, and clang around our legs as wb 
walked, like pack twine; sometimes it suddenly thr^w 
us down. It was a most uncomfortable and &tigning 
journey, and withal we were as hongty as hunters 
At length we were so tired out, that we crept into 
a thick fern brake and lay down to sleep. 

Notwithstanding our unpleasant and oritioal pod- 
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tdoB we slept soundly — sleep, tliat holy mother, visited 
UB even in onr sad plight, and not only visited na, but 
relieved bb. She reetorod to us the elasticity of our 
limbs, and even in aome degree mitigated our hunger, 
or at least rendered us more capaUe of beaiing it; 
n»y, BO elated was I, that I spouted in a, loud tone of 
voice Shakspere's celebiated apostrophe to sleep, 
Bocompanying it vrith appropriate gesticulation. Ju- 
piter seemed petri£d with astonishment at this burst, 
opening his eyes to their fyiest extent, and dilating his 
orbs in the most grotesque manner, so that from 
spouting I took to laughing, and so vehemently did 
I laugh, that the woods aad valleys ra>ng again — and I 
have observed, on more than one occasion, that when 
we laugh after a severe tussle with sorrow, we always 
send forth a. genuine, unadulterated laugh — we laugh 
all over onr fece, onr mouth vibrates, and our eyes 
tvrinkle again : nature seems willing to make herself 
amends for her former privation, and become jovial 
and jocular with entiro abandon. 

When my oachiunatory oonTolsion had in some 
meanure abated, Jupiter, who evidently thought me 
a fit subject for a strait waistcoat, approached me in 
a heatating maimer, still looking aghast : " Me be 
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feared," said he, " dere me, mocha de matter wid mana 
up dcsi^" and he pointed, aa usual with his chiu, to 
the top of my head. He performed this erolution 
in such an odd, out-of-the-wuiy manner, that my 
laughter, which had in some degree abated, broke 
out with nnoontrollabe vehemence— bo muoh bo, that 
I was obliged to throw mjaelf on the ground, and 
abaohitely rolled over and over. Jupiter wax now 
more alarmed than ever, and the more he twisted and 
screwed his &ce about, the more I laughed ; at length 
I earnestly besought him to turn his laoe from me, 
and then, after a reasonable space of time, I recovered 
my accustomed equanimity, 

" All right now, Jup^," said I, " turn round and 
let* s he jogging." 

"Berry glad for dat den^" said Jupiter i "hopes 
massa wont get de cracks again." 

I was veiy near breaking off again — my black fiiend 
uttered this speech in such a lugubrious maimer : how- 
somederer, I contrived, by biting my lip and pinch- 
ing my wrist, to drive the risible demon away. 

Well, I had been laughing — making the woods 
resound with mirth ; but the deuce a bit of break- 
&st was to be obtained for love or money. There ware 
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plenty of shmbs and flowers around ns, but, alas I no 
bread-and-bntter tree, and we Tainly wiahed to Btum- 
ble on a specimen of that chef d'ceumre of the Flower 
Island. 'Inhere was also plenty of gross abont us ; bat 
the bovine nature was not strong enough in us to 
digest that edible — we were not yet 5febuchadneasats. 
Still we had gained one object, we had given the slip 
to the American skipper, Dick Skunk, and the rest : 
at the expense of our bellies we had saved our backs. 
We trudged, therefore, along as noTtchalant as we 
could ; strove to achieve an occasional whistle, and 
mixed together, and strove to swallow, the bitter 
and sweet of our lot as well as we could. 

It was evening — the sun was setting in a cloudleGs 
sky. There wss a gentle breeze stirring, and the 
leaves of the trees danced, and the boughs waved to 
and &o easily and gracefully. The flowers of the 
earth peeped briskly up ; and the flowers of the aky, 
to wit, the golden stars, looked down, smirking and 
smiling. That part of the horizon which the orb of 
day had just quitted was a literal sea of fire ; and a 
heavy mist, which had just arisen from some obscure 
lagoon, curled over the ruddy expanse, like rolling 
volumes of black smoke during a city's conflagration. 
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The upper limb of the moon had juet peeped over 
the top of a fkr-distant, craggy knoll, and the &jnt 
radiuice she shed around was nearly lost in the bright, 
brilliant amre that sparkled about her path. 

In spite of the gnavings of our epigastrioms, we 
oonld not help admiring the splendid scene. Japiter, 
in particolar, tras elated to the top of hia bent, and 
absolutely looked babies in the eyes of old mother 
Cynthia, and really the good lady is not to be sneezed ; 
and oousidering the soft sawder she has been smo- 
' thered with, &om one generation of poets to the other, 
she is more trig and shapely, and lees affected, than 
could by any means have been expected. BtiU she 
is extremely capricious : sometimes &Ila in the Bulks, 
and gets as dour and grumpy as a Bexagenarion 
old maid. This evening, howerer, she was in her 
vmy best humonr, and looked as gracious as a May- 
day queen, and, as I said above, Jupiter was despe- 
rately smitteu with hex lavish charms — ^moon-stricken, 
and moped and mowed at her in the most ludicrons 
manner. I verily believe he bad traiiBmogri£ed ^'g 
lunar flame into a fetisch, and was actually wraship- 
ing her after bis country fiishion. Be that as it may, 
he was in the midst of hia antics, and had just out 



c.Googlu 



ASVXNTUJtZS IX OAFFBXLASD. 280 

& amomerset, vhsn bang came a long spear &om a 
thick cinmp of btishee, directly in &oDt, wMdi passed 
only an band's breadth to the right — stmck against a 
bank, into which it penetrated sevend inches, and 
there stood upright, quivering from the great force 
vith which it had been thrown — if it had found mj 
gTmnastic Mend, it would most assuredly have bored 
an eyelet-hole clean throng his body, and spoiled his 
fetisch-woTshiping for ever! Jupiter heard the whizzing 
aa the spear spun hj his ear ; and also saw it wound 
the unoffending bank. He cut short his antics, and 
pointing in his usual way to the bush, said, " massa 
dere be some-ting dere berry scom-fish — d&t dere 
spear (still making use of his chin as an index) ctnne 
&om dat dere bosh — dem-tne, but me fight, eh, massar 
Before I could reply to this bold speech, about two 
eoore Ca&es, armed with muskets and spears, rushed 
upon us. To contend with such an host I saw would 
he madness, flight impossible — as they had surrounded 
us on every side, so we submitted to captivity with 
as good a grace as we could. 

The Caf&ee commenced gabbling and gesticulating 
about us with great vehemence ; they w^e evidently un- 
decided what todo with us— some appeared desirous of 
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extingtiishing as at once, othen of giving ns a little 
more line. At length the argument wa« closed for the 
nonce by Madoco, Uie fitTOorite wife of Macomo, 
interfering in our belialC She vas a fine ah&pdh^ 
woman — rath^ &lrer than moet of her compeers. I 
know I ahall make myself liable to the chai^ of 
vanity, but, nevertheless, I cannot help declariiig, that 
i^ instead of being a lithe young buck, I had been a 
decrepid old man, they might have hanged or throttled 
me, ur riddled my body with their flesh-kissing E^)eat8, 
ere Miss Madooo would have interfered in my bebalC 
ITot content with sa-ving our lives, that considerate 
prinoees set apart for as a tolerable sized tent, and 
she did ncifc cease her good offices even there, for 
she sent na a capital meal of milk and bullock's flesh 
well baked. !Rejoiced that matters had taken such 
a &Tourable turn, we stuck our knives and forks into 
our delectable looking vianda, and gobbled away with 
right good-wilL 

And here the read^ may exclaim, in what part 
of Cafi&eland were you encamped 1 On what part of 
the coast were yon landed 1 In what latitude was 
Flower Island } In what part of AMca is Summerset 
Ijuid I In what longitude did yoa catch the stinking 
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dog-fiah 1 B/r I^y I courteous friend, I cannot tnll 
thee piectself, and if I cannot teU thee, at least within 
ten degrees, I had better be miuu. I own I tun no 
very gieat adept in navigation, and even if I had 
been so, I had no mathematical inatmmentB with me to 
take any obBerration. It ia sufficient to me that I 'was 
actually in some latitude and in some longitude ; and 
those who choose may put this and that tt^ether and 
find it out if they can, for I again repeat, I cannot, 
I, therefore, as far as I am concerned, pitch latitude 
and longitude iiito the extended arms of old Cloots. 
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CHAPTER XLIL 

KOBB ADTSHTCSIB m CAFFBBLAXD. 

Tberx were about five tlionsand Cs&ea in camp— 
stoat, hardj waniora They were principally Ma- 
como's men; and bo cimiiiii^y were they diBpoeed 
amid the boshes and long graee, that even at a aliji^t 
distance they were inviaibe. Yidettes were regularly 
posted, and scouts sent out to give notice of approach- 
ing danger. Macomo was undoubtedly a finished 
arlieU in bush'fighting — as those who have been op- 
posed to him will, no doubt, willingly confess. He was 
rather mean in personal appearance, and his coun- 
tenance bore a canning and mnister expression. He 
was a wolf rather tlian a lion. 

At this time the camp was not overstocked with 
provi^ona. Old Harry had lately been veiy activ^ 
and had much straitened our qnarteis. It was also 
bmited abroad that he was advancing with the inten- 
tion of driving ua over the river KxL Macomo had, 
in consequence, called in all his outlying warriors, 
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with the determin&tioD of vagmg a great battle, 
and for this paipoae we made a lateral moreoLeat, and 
took up a atrong position on a nigged snccession of 
woody hoghta, known by the name of the Watercloo£ 
I^ow this BBJd Watercloo^ in the annals of the wars 
b«tw«en the British and CaSree, obtained a singokr 
cdebritf. Who does not recollect that regularly- 
once a fortnight, accoaata arrived, that the fimn^- had 
driven the latter out of the 'Watwcloof 1 No oneoould 
possibly tell what to make of thi» inceeaant trumpeting I 
It was a regular poser ! Some thoi^t there were twenty 
Wateroloo& ; citbtxa a hundred 1 others enspected that 
some wag in the vioini^ of PriatiDg-hcnue Square 
ofmcocted these noisy UilletinB. ' Kow the &ct waa, 
the Oa&ea were actually drivoi out of this curiouB 
nest erary time it waa so reported, but then the 
pereerering devils were 'no sooner driven out in one 
part than ibey re-entered in another. They seem to 
have taken a decided and unconquerable liking to the 
old KIoo£ Talk about the maladie de pays of the 
Swiss, that of old Macomo for hia Ataa and bushex -wax 
ten times more pungent : be would not be put out 
of the Waterdoof — ^be swoie by his household-gods he 
would not Old 'Saxrj, however, had not a bit of 
u 
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the Matimeatal aboat him : he smiled grimly on the 
affectioiiate old Bavage, and awore by the point of his 
BTord he should, and both warriors were extremely 
tenacious of tfadir word ; hence one hero pulled away 
at one end of the Watercloo^ the other at the oppo- 
site. It was a perpetual ehiit and toroabout. At 
present Macomo was enacting the part of Joan, Harry 
that of Darby. 

Well, as I have just said, Macomo occupied the 
celebrated Watercloof. He had mustered up his 
waniois from all points of the compass, and his array 
was truly formidable — stout, hardy, fieroe-lodkiiig 
fellows — thorough raw-head and bloody-bone blades, 
(excuse the execrable pun.) The ground they occupied 
abo waa strong — if stoutly defended, impugnable : it 
was a complete net-work of hills, valleys, ravines, and 
defiles, completely shrouded and over-ran with convo- 
luted briars, stubborn brambles, trees bound together 
in one impenetrable mass 1:^ gigantic weeds of the 
convolvnlii specieB. The ground Macomo had chosen 
for his present batUe-field was a steep, rugged height, 
which could only be approached by a tortuous ravine 
in front. This ravine vas oommanded by a suc- 
cession of wooded knolls bxt more than a mile of its 
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eooTS^ and those Icncdla were crowned nitb Gafires, 
who, oonoeetled by the bnahea, kept up an inceBsant 
fire on the British as they advanced, and invariably, 
as flftfiVing parties were sent ont to dear those 
heights, they disappeared among the boshes. It thus 
come to pasB, that by the time old Harry amved 
in front of the poahiou of Macomo, he hadsostamed 
a oonaiderable loss, particalarly in offioenL These mis- 
haps did not, by any means, improve hia naturally 
irritable tetnpw, and he swore and inmed about like 
a Trojan. Old Macomo finm his stance observed 
those proceedings with an elated eye, and be firmly 
believed that the deliverance of his oonntry was draw- 
ing nigh. 

JSow I do not believe that the British commander 
was at all aware that the mnin body of the enemy 
was in front : he most probably thought that he had 
been driving a few bands of marauders before him. 
Macomo had, in &ot, conducted his movements with 
oonsommate skill, and had so well masked his position, 
that scarcely a man could be seen. When, there- 
fore, the advance of the British, as they ascended the 
height, found themselves assailed in front and flank 
by a numerous and unseen enemy, they fell back in 
xj 3 
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amfiuicm. Yainly did old Hwiy null to the front 
and Btrive to restore order, exposing liis peraon like 
ft common soldier. The surpriae mt sudden uul 
complete, and tlie Ce&tt, elated irith sncoet^ g»Te a 
wild yell of exaltation. 

I Yerilf believe it was that shoot which firab i^ 
vealed to the British commander the numeroos aii^ 
of foemen assembled iu hia front, and he at once 
ooaoeobftted his rather scattered hoel^ and pr»-. 
pared for what he now found wonld {ovre a fieroe 
fight. From the smoke of their gnns in tJie late 
skirmidh he fcmnd the positi<HL of the CaSrea extended 
along the sommit of the semioircnlar range of heights 
extremely difficult of access. It could onlj' be ^- 
proached by ascending a ravine which inteteected the 
centre of the semiciral«v and dozing ther ascent - the 
attacking body would be exposed to a fire in firont 
and flank. When onoe^ howerer, the sommit waa 
attained, the victory was won ; at the same time^ the 
centre of the enemy being pierced and their wings 
separated. I chanced to be in a part of the field frtm 
whence I could see the advance of my fellow-oounti7- 
men — and nevw shall I fbi^jet the singular emotionB 
I &lt when I first saw their broad, honest vingea 
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appear m mglit. Oa 1^07' came, at a steady, iminter- 
rapted pace ; and though showeta of ahot were poured 
upon them &om all qiiartera, literally tearing gaps in 
their crowded masses, still they pressed onwards — ^no- 
thing oonld atop them. The^ moved on, too, without 
firing a shot : snch was the peremptory order of old 
Hany, who himself marched with the leading column. 
When they had ascended about three-fourths of the 
hfflght, the fire of the Oaffres became so tremendous, 
that the column was for a moment st^^geied, bat only 
for a moment, and onward they again rushed with 
increased fiuy. On, on they nuh IDce a raging torrent j 
and now they have gained the summit of the height, and 
stand &ce to &oe with their hitherto hidden foe I 
Than did their furious old commander giTe out, in a 
loud, shrill Toiee, the magic word " fire," and forth- 
with, as from a mimio volcano, burst forth smoke and 
flame and the winged messengers of death, sending 
htmdreds of their foemrai to that boome from whence 
nd traveller returns. 'Sever was there delivered a 
more efiective dischai^ ; it actually seemed to paralyse 
Macomo and his warriors, and, ere they could recover 
from their surprise, the British charged with the 
bayonet. This completed their ctsutemation, and the 
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Ga&ea took to flight in all qnarten, canyimg myself 
and Jupiter vith them. 

Shortly after this fight, acootmts appeared in the 
English nevHpapera trumpeting forth the above-re- 
lated battle ae a decisiTe Tictoiy; and likewise that 
the enemy were driven out of the Watercloof. Now 
my Lord Harry did advance right through this said 
Kloo^ and actually emei^^ on the other fdde ; bnt, 
in the meantime, the wily M&como had wbeeled round- 
about, dispermng his men in all conceivable directions^ 
and aeaiu re-uniting them in the edf-same pooition <m 
which he had delivered the late battle ; bo that tJie 
£nglish commander had fought a great battle, made 
a harassing march, and waa as &r team nltimate con- 
quest &B ever. And not otAy this, bnt Maoomo, being 
nearest to the British settlement^' sent ont his detach- 
ments, which scoured the country, burning the &nn- 
hooaes and viHages, and driving off the cattle of 
the settlers j so that when the enraged Hairy returned 
to his Intimate Htanoe, he found it a smoking deser^ 
and the wily cause of all this mischief was slipped off 
into some unknown longitude. 

During the whole of those movements, Jupiter and 
myself were draped about, willy nilly, with the 
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Caffire army. We had refiiBed to give our parole, and, 
consequently, were strictljr looked afber. Miss Madoco 
ccntinDed her good offices : ve lived like fighting 
cocks, aud grev fat and sleek, especially Jupiter. We 
were, however, notwithstanding all this, constantly on 
the look-ont for escape. The CaSiv ladies were too 
flat-nosed for onr (at least my) tast^ and I longed to 
get honsed among the tidy Cape housewives, those 
genuine descendants of the dirt-hating Dutch, 
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CHAPTER XUIt 

A BKIKIUSH. 

It chaaoed about this time diat Maoomo, aeconlpaiued 
by his &Toiirite wife Madoco (who was much attached 
to her lord, and isBisted on aeoompaQying him) and 
a large party of hie ablest warriorB, made a marauding 
incursion into the Britiah settlementa in the neigh- 
bourhood of Graham's Town. They puahed on under 
the very walls of the town, and captured much 
cattle. Th^ then fell back with the utmoet celerity, 
loaded with booty. Now it chanced, as they retreated, 
they crossed the path of a lai^ body of loyal Fingoea, 
commanded by a British officer. It was an esta- 
blished Oafire tactic during this long and sangaiuarT 
war, never to make an attack except their numeric^ 
superiority waa so great as to ensure succosa. Their 
warrion^ like thunder clouds, would hover here and 
there, n^Ung desultory onsets till they had decimated 
their opponent^ then, with a loud yell, would make a 
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andden and fierce charge, and generallj' bear down every- 
thing before them. Hf o sooaer, therefore, did Macomo 
stumble on the Fingo detachment, than he enveloped 
them on all sides, and commenoed a harassing fire. 
The Britiah officer did his daij vnSL, and nobfy he was 
here and there and eTerTvhere enoonraging his men, 
both by voice and example. Bnt when he fell by a 
random ahot, his men got into confiisionj; teeing advan- 
tage of which, the Cafies precipitated themselveg apon 
them, gained an eofiy victory, killing and oapturing 
nearly the whole. It chanced that during the exulta- 
tion of Buoceaa, Jupiter taid myself were not much 
attended ta We had not advanced with the vie- 
toriouB Cftffrea, but remained on the skirts of ihe 
camp, almost unattended. T^ng advantage of their 
aupineneas, we gradually edged off into the jungle, and, 
seeing a &vouTable opportunity, took to downright 
flight 

I must here oonfeas, that in emergencies of thib 
kind I tree always ou Jinit, and quite at home. My 
spirit always rose with the opposing obstaclee. I knew 
that our flight would be immediately detected, and 
the jui^^le in the neighbourhood of the late battle 
minutely searched. Arming ouiBelves, therefore, with 



c. Google 



398 ASTBHTUBES Of F&iSE. OGILBT. 

& spear each, v« boldly entered the cleBituice leading 
to GfahAta's Town. We were boou joined by a 
ooaple of fugitire Fingoes, a mnsway Hottentot, and 
a haudsome formed CaSie girl, who sedulonaly kept 
her &ce concealed in a kind of flowered dlk veiL I 
oould not take my ejen irom this myBtenoiiB female. 
I &noied I had seen her somewhere before, and 
prwently a sadden movement revealing a portion of 
her iace, I asw, to my infinite sntpriBe, that it was 
Madoco, the &youiite wife of Macomo. Bat what 
seemed most strange was this : that she seemingly 
attached herself to our party volontaiily. . Could she 
be after me, or Jupiter I At present, however, I had 
no leism« to think much of the matter, for I saw & 
strong party of Caffires strong on onr traces. The 
command of our little party devolved upon me. I 
therefbre appointed the Hottentot as an especial 
gnard to Madoco, the Fingoes as the advanced guard, 
Jupiter and myself aa rearguard, and in this fixrm 
we moved swiftly along. In our previous movemwts 
I had noticed a settler's habitation &r in advance of 
the others — distant from out present whereabouts 
about a mile. To this fortalioe (for such it was) I now 
directed onr march. About half a mile a-head the road 
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we were pnrsoing ascended a steep and tortuous accli- 
vity: the banks on each side covered with thick jnngle — 
meet place for an ambnscada I soon ascertained that 
our only chance of safety conaiBted in gsuiiijig this 
defile before the CaSreBj so we urged on our flight 
witii the utmost rapidity — we strained our muscles 
to their xttmost tension, and devoured the way like 
raoe-Iioraee ; and it was high time for us to do so, for 
Macomo, ffuiious as a tiger bereft of her cubs, was 
not a long way behind ; and every now and then 
some of his warriors launcbed a spear, or sent a 
mnsket-ball whizzing after us. We were much impeded 
by Madoco, and more than once we thought of leaving 
her to the tender mercies of her lord ; bat when 
we evinced such an intention, she cast upon us such 
an imploring look, and the tears gashed in such 
genuine torrents from her eye^ that I could not, for 
the life of me, forsake the poor girlj besides, the 
romance of my diaposition was touched to the quick, 
and unless I protected her to the vei7 acme of my 
power, I should be doing violence to my veiy nature. 
So we formed a cordon roond her, and trandled on 
as well as we could. The enemy were now evidently 
gaining ground upon us, and it became very doubtM 
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whether we shonld gain the gorge of the defile before 
them. Madoco, hoverer, tKv onr praplKdty, and 
apnmg forward like an antelope ; she seemed to have 
reserved aU her energies for the decisi'Te moment, and 
all of hb Tn«.lring % ajmoltaneooB nuh we won the 
goal of oor eTertion^ and commenced ascending £he 
acclirity just as our puraaera got within musket 
range. They mads a general dischai^ and the shot 
whistled about our ears, and rattled in the boughs 
of the trees to onr right and left ; but none of ns 
were hit. On we strained — the enem^ cloee at otir 
heels, I now saw the absolute neoesaitf we were under 
of giving them a temporary check. There was a point 
jnat in front where the defile contracted to such a degree 
that only one person oonld pass at a timc^ and where 
five men, good and true, might keep one hundred at 
bay. Here I determined to make a temporary halt, 
and I poBted my men in such a position that they 
could sweep with their fire the whole narrow space. 
Forward came the men of Macomo, tumultnously 
and disorderly, and without a moment's hesitation 
commenced threading the narrow passage. I now 
gave the word " fire ;" and, taking cool and deliberate 
aim, we discharged our muskets, and I believe every 
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bullet did its duty. The enemy, in the greatest con- 
Btemation, fell back — they donbtlees imagiited we 
had received a Teinfbroement, for they did not after' 
wtaia molest ub, and we reached the aettler'a home- 
Btead in perfect safety. 
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OHAPTBB XIJT. 

THE HOKEBTBAS OF HAITB HOBNE. 

The boose or fortalice of Hans Home yrea a qoaint, 
old-&BMoned Dutch aSkir, with dormer windowB, and 
a curioiu kind of square box stuck on the top like a 
pigeon-honse. It was smrounded by a strong wall 
of iutenniugled titrf and stone, endoaing ui area 
sufficiently extensive to contain his cattle and sheep in 
the night season. In the daytime they were turned 
out in the bush ; bnt so daring were the Oa&ee 
become^ that they were always obliged to be attended 
by a large body of the form servants. When myself 
and party arrived at the main gate of the mansion, 
the cattle had just been driven in, the noise of onr 
fire-arms in the late skirmish having alarmed the 
country. Hans, at the head of his men, armed to 
the t«eth, held a short parley with ue, and having 
ascertained the drcnmstances in which we were 
placed, readily admitted ue within the walls. 
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His garriBon consisted of aboat thirty men, princi- 
pally whites ; bat an Hottentot occasionally displayed 
his quaint physiognomy. The dairy and stables 
were in advance of the main bnilding, and formed 
a portioa of the extenor line of defence, and vere 
so aitnated ss to flank the grand entranca The 
wall was loopholed for mnsketeeis, and, barring ar- 
tillery, the whole concern put together was not to be 
sneeted at. 

" The bush-derils be up out-by there. Mynheer ) " 
inquired Home, (who was a prodigioosly clnmsy 
built fellow,) pointing to the jangle from which we 
had just emerged. 
' " They are," said I, laconioallj. 

" In great force," said he, " or only a few pica- 

. " Maoomo and all his host" 

" Then we must mind our knitting ; boys, double- 
shot your gons, brush up the old two-pound swivel — 
ecod, but we muet be handy — adad ! but it will be no 
child's-play — can Mynheer fight 1" 

" I will try," said I, with Spartan brevity. 

« And him I" inquired Hans, pointing to Jupit^. 

- Like thundOT !" sud L 
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" That's a prime loaa," said Hans, eying cimouBly- 
Madoco, "and 'Btonishingly like the queen ofMaoomo's 
kraal — how about it)" 

"Slie vorra bim's queen," replied Jnpitw; "now 
she be mine^ maesa : she like me beny mocha veller 
dan he np deie," and here he made lue of his tunal 
index. 

" There is no acconntjng for tastes," obseiTed Home, 
drily; "howsomedevet, this lass will proTe to nB 
another Helen, if ire do not mind onr knitting. Old 
Macomo will move heaven and earth bnt what he will 
reclaim his stray bird — look sharp, boys I" 

" Much better give her np," said Mrs. Hom% who 
' now came on the scene of action. Like her better 
htJ£, she was of profound rotundity, and seemed ^i- 
veloped in, at least, half-a-dozen flannel petticoats. 
'She did not at all seem to approve of the advent 
of Madoco. Whether she had reason to be jeolons 
of her lord in other quarteiB, I know not ; but 
I strongly soepect such to be the case : at all 
erent^ she evidently wished to get rid of the &ir 
stranger. 

"It is veiy odd, Mary," said Hom^ "thi^ yoa 
wish to cast out the poor girl : (me would thiitk yon 
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hod a &mouB duoee ot ooavactijtg a etnj aheep and 
UTing a aool idive." 

Mxa. Home, by tha vay, vu a membn of a ooloaial 
Bome^ &3T ooaT«^g the heathen, a tnot distzibator, 
and a religioiiiat of ibo fint vater. All vitlioat the 
pale of her owb pecoliar olique ireie in the gall of 
hittaroeflB— the valley of tiie duulow of death. Mr& 
Biame and her own ^set -were alcme in the narrow 
patii irtiioh leads to eysElBsUniE life. It ao <;Tiiiiina<^ ^ 
thmefor^ that the last observation of Home was a 
poser; shefisUed aboat, and endeaTOored to dispose 
of the qoestion bf a sidB'trind. 

" But in detaining her here you keep her &om the 
just aathority of bar hosband — the husband is the 
head of the wi&.'" 

"Ob] oh 1 that's it, is it ftanw t In what chnrch 
wse they manied I what priest tied the holy knot 1" 

Here iln. Honu^ finding herself beat in the wordy 
WW, looked ezoeediag^ blue, tamed on her heel, and 
fioonoed off into the dau^, where she immediately 
kicked up a prodi^om stowre amoagat the milk-pans 
aod cheeae-TBia, 

ScezseJy was this charactedstic altercation ended 
ere Macomo and bis whole force issued from the 

X 
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jungley and advailced tomirdB tlie liomeetead of Hocne 
with loud Bhouta and yells. There oonld not be lees 
than fire thonaand, anned with mnakets And spetaa— 
all sbont, hardy waniors. Th^ advaoced with the 
utmost rapidity, and, parting to the right and left, 
stuTonnded ns on every fdde. I most ooniesa, that, 
when I saw them make this movement, I felt most 
anxions for the reenlt. We seemed a small isolated 
point BiUTomided by a sea of antagonists. We were 
certainly behind walls, and they had no cannon j still, 
for all this, the odds was too great, and nothing but 
some fortuituos accident could apparently save us 
from defltruotion. 

No sooner had the enemy token np their posi- 
tion, than Macomo and three of his warriors, ac- 
companied by what we afterwards found to be 
an interpreter, detached themselves from the 
main body, advanced about halfway between it 
and the fortalice, and there halted and demanded a 
parl^. Home, without the least hesitation, opened 
the gate, and accompanied, likewise, by three men 
and an interpreter, advanced to within speaklDg dis- 
tance of his antagonists, when the following coUoquy 
took place : 
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Kaoouo.— Greetmg Englishmau : and peace or war, 
SB thou majeat deeiu moat fittmg. 

HoBNB.— Thf meaniog is di£Gciilt to gueoa at. 

JUacouo. — Peace, if thou vilt give ap t o me tlie 
ranaway captive of my spear, and my lawful spouae — 
fire and death, otherwise. 

HoBNE. — Macomo osee big wwda. 

Macoko. — His deeds will be big too : what wills 
Home, — peace or war ) — speak I 

HoBHS, — He cannot give up the honselees, and the 
seeker of belter ! 

Maooho. — It is wall I be it so I adien ! He then 
letnmed at a stately pace to his camp, and we re- 
entered our fortalice. 

Immediately after, Macomo advanced at the head 
of a chosen body of his primest warriors direct for the 
main entrance, Xow it chanced that this portion ot 
the homestead, although weakest to look at, was, in 
reality, the strongest, for it was flanked by tlie dairy 
and stables, which w&k loopboled for mnsketeeni. 
The swivel too, already mentioned, was monnted im 
a wooden platform a little to the rig^t of the dairy. 
Home gave orders to his men to reserve their fire 
till the enemy were considerably within point-blank 
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distaace. fonrard owne tite Oafl^es, oooudcmal^ 
filing at the loopholea oi die wtlls ; aitd bo Mxtaakdj 
did tli^ deHrer their fii«, that many a bullet whixzed 
through the sle&dw apertnn^ and a oasualtj or two 
ocoorred. Embotdeaed by ow apparent toi7Hdity,tbey 
now nished forward with the greatest oonfidenoe^ and 
their approach was to me nov^ and [»ctnreflqa^ for 
oocamooal jets of smoke burst forth here and there 
from the adTandng maas, irbit^, rolling vrvAtaA, 
shrooded titem in a paitial canopy. Th^ soon aaoB to 
the point desired by Home, who, giving the moil, 
we gave a simnltaueons discharge, utd with sach 
eS&A, that the C^free seemed stnimed, and stood 
stnpified like a bull struck with & beef-axe; again 
we £red, and oor diot rattled through their croirded 
noks like hail, TnnHwg trent^uuit gashee here and 
there ; we gave yet a third, when the enemy fled 
in disorder, and soon got out ci the sweep of onr 
gons. 

"Well done, boyat capitaHy done 1" clouted Home. 

' Why not rush oat in ptumh ) " demanded I, 
«agerir. 

"Ton seem pretty fond of the fighting tiadt^ 
yoong chap i bat sklttiA colts need the cuih — that 
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'wmU9 wont do yet : ve must keep in qui ehoU a 
«iule kugcr." 

Br this time Maoomo and his shattered band hwl 
t^joined the main. bod7> w^ho, using the most vdw- 
aient ftud savagQ gfitivna, set iq» a ydl of rage, 
then &r a long time lenwned motitrales^ appaientl; 
w^itating what steps to talu. Suddenly th^ ocm- 
menced catting down the trees and nndenrood, and 
Idling them in fagfcote. M fiist I did not know 
what they wotb driving at, tiil Honw said, " they are 
going to emoke oB oat->4iy Qio hookey, bnt thia is 
»gor 

The enemy still lahooied on with the greateat 
aandoil^ and detenninatum, and the woods nsonnded 
with the blows of their hattdurtai and the crashing of 
tlie filing trees. The shades of night closed aroood 
thera, and yet they worked on, Titea wei9 lighted 
in many jJaces — and the Ca&es resemUed a boat id 
draions as thmr fbrm^ partial^ obsciured by the 
tolling Tolamea of smokei passed to and £ro in friuat 
of tine gushing flamec On a sodden all was silent as 
the grave. 

"Boys," shouted Home, "we shall have it i«» 
sently : look sharp about and mind your knitting !" 
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All remamed qniet for the qiaoe of ten mmnte^ 
iriidu the measored tread of a large host of men vu 
heard, gradoally becxxaing more and more distiiict, 
and we aoon. perceived the eaamy swiftly adTtutoingf 
bearing the &ggots cm their Bhoaldera. Agun we 
opened onr fire ; ba^ neTertheleas, they nuhed 
forwaids widi the greateet intrepidity. Our ballets 
actually tore gaps in their Uneej Btdll tkey advanoed 
with horrid ahonts and yella. They soon arriTed at 
the foot of the entrance gate, and piling th«r faggots 
against ii^ set them on £re, notwithatanding our 
oooBtant and terrible Bib, Nothing conld oheok 
them ; th^ seemed fiilly b^it on carrying out, in spite 
of aU obstadeB, their helliah wcn^ of deetractioo. 
The scene was now pictnreeqae in the extreme. The 
rolling Tolomee of smoke soon bc^^an to creep aroood, 
and mimio jete of flame to borst forth here and there. 
The whole heavens were aoon shrouded in dense daA- 
ness, which, as the flames gained more oonaistoncy, 
gradually lessened. WbenereF one of the gaTris<m 
exposed himself on the walls, if only ba a moment, 
he became the mark for a whole' host of m.nsketeera; 
showers of shot were likewise poured npon us throodi 
the loopholee^ and scmie ctf us were killed, many 
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wiiunded. It was a n^^olar liot-tearmg fight — no 
makebelieTO, but a th<»oagh nniateirapted thump^ 
ing. At length the fiie laid hold of the gate, and 
from thence comntnnicated to the Btables and daiiy, 
Thich Boon burst iuto an immenae Tolume of fire; 
and BO hot did the ramparta in iis immediate Ticini^ 
become, that we were oonstrained to evacoate them. 
Tba enemy perceived this movement, and burst out 
into a y6\l of oongratalation; but the heat -was h> 
intense that they could not avail themselves of their 
BUcceBS, Home now gave ub orders to abandon oar 
outer defences, in iact, the firo had rendered them 
untenable, and to &11 back into the main body of our 
fortalice. The oiemy, likewise, drew back a short 
apace; then a univerBal pause ensoed and both 
eidea stood quiescent, gazing on the whirling ocean 
<^ flame, which now raged with nnoontroUed vehemenoe, 
throwing a Inrid radiance on all things, revealing to 
view our inner defences, and our little garriaon posted 
in piotnreeqne groupes on the ramparts, awaiting, with 
firm and resolute d^netmonr, the further chances 
of war : likewise the long lines of the enemy stretch- 
ing for away — a very sea of dusky demon-like coon' 
tcoanoes. The fire now reached its acme, and portions 
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rf tbe mlb and nof bapD to oivmble and fliU in. 
The SamtB then abated, and soon that p(»ti<xi el 
the luwnMtMd where the gat^ and Mtixm, and dair^ 
■tood, mu onlj a oonfiiBod heap at leethiii^ emoldiig 

"Bloo^iro^ bt^l" eaid'Haraa: "them OaSiraB 
are aharp blades to go." 

" Better hare givrai np tbat ere gai^ said Mt& 
Honte^ with her &oe pndigiotijify elcHigated : "^tibe 
Bolk-psns and patty-pans are bH amadted I* 

"A Bonl saved is of mora oooBeqncoMW — at least 
aoGtmling to j^ur ereed, old vmaan, than Biaiiy millt- 
paiu, ehl" 

"Yon be alva^ gT'^ling' (it rriq;ioi>, Home; take 
oare 700^ own aonl be not lost — ^I dbon wreetfo in 
prater for yon. 

" Wliat t aerntoniang, old woman 1 Whni jvn 
eome tiiat dodge we most indeed loi^ ebarp to 
ear p'a and q's; but, hf the hotkey, if then 
thve Ua«k derila be-ant agun mnsteriiig^ they be 
eoming nmataia agamjit onr front door: if {Juf 
do eome thot^ I wouldn't be in thsir eow^4iidea fiir 
aupenoe!" 

As Home Hiofl vpoke I east s^ eyes in th* 
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dinotion of th« CaSre Itoot, and son enough t&ey 
were bozEuig and gaUtering together like * cimter of 
bow. The fire had by this time burnt itself tmimly 
ant, and MoctMao vaa eridoitly aboat to asMtdt the 
main boilding through the wide breach thus madec 
Now HtB walla or ramparte which wound nxuid the 
iateiioT qoadiaagle &can the daiiy and stables were 
■till as sound as ever, and were still ootmpied by a 
portioa of our array ; so that wbeoi the enemy had 
passed orer the rain^ he would be exposed to a fire 
in front and fiank, N^ow, during the pause caused by 
the eonflagntion. Home had disteibuted to each of 
his mea three maskeb^ loaded to the munl^ whiok 
were placed dose at hand, so that they woald be 
discharged wiUi the greatest celerity. Thwe was 
likewise a kind of corered balcony over the grand 
onteanoe, and there he had distributed Bereral tube 
ot boiling water and melted pitch, reac^ to be thrown 
over oa the heads of the Bmailnutn. if they succeeded 
in penetrating so fitr. Mrs. Hcane and the females of 
the household had the management of this part of the 
defences. To this par^ Madooo was likewise attached. 
Macomo, ha'ring completed tbe fiivniatdon of hit ntes, 
again oommenoed moring towards us. They certainly 
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did not come on so oonfidentlf as they did before, &nd 
approodied na with more canUoDj bat still th^ 
«riuoed no lack of ooaiage. Tlie tbh soon arriTed 
at the scene of the late conflict, and, without, halting^ 
plambered over the delnriB of the fire, and entered the 
qnadiangle. TSo sooner were they saffidentlf com- 
promised than we opensd a forious fire npon them, 
and 80 destractiTe was this fire, that thej reeled and 
fell back in the greatest oonfosion. The main bodj 
of the Caffi-ee, however, still pressed onward ; the con- 
seqoence was, that a huge maaa of straggling men — 
some attempting to get in, others to get oat — were 
jammed together in the breach, exposed to oar well- 
umed and deliberate firei Tainlv did Macomo and 
the other leaden strive to restore order — thoae striv- 
ing to get in, being the most niimerons body, at 
length feirlj forced back the retreating vangoard into 
the qnadrangle ; nay, many of them were even drivoit 
under the balcony at the main entrance, and were 
instantly saluted with showers of scalding water and 
molten lead, to which they responded with shrieks <rf 
agony. Kay, so confused were Uie Cafifres, that only 
a very small portion replied to the Tolleys of mua- 
ketiy which we so profiisely poured upon them. 
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At this moment, Iiowever, sa inmdent oocmred which 
might hare proved &tal but for the preaence of mind 
of Madoco, Two OaSna, armed with axes, got nnder 
the lintel of the door at the grand entrance, in sooh a 
position that neither ahot or molten load could loach 
them. There th^ plied their tools with sach Tigoor 
as to oauee a considerable breach. A few more 
stfokee and it would have been large enough to admit 
t^ ingreea of the enemy, and have led to the capture 
of the forialice. At this moment Madooo, who waa 
bnmly engaged with the other women throwing over 
the Boaldisg water and molten lead, saw the great 
danger they w^e plaoed in, and, seizing a spear, 
mahed down to the m«naoed point swift as an arrow. 
" She is about to admit her Mends 1" shonted Mrs. 
Home ; "shoot her 1 cat her down 1" Scarcely, how 
ever, had she uttered those words ere Madooo arrived 
at the door just as it was giving way, and plunged 
her we^Min into the breast of one of the axemen, who 
fell dead at her feet ; the other drew a pistol, and his 
finger was already on Uie trigger, when the coorageons 
girl knocked it out of hia hand, and, drawing back 
a small space, again drove her spear into the breast 
of the Oa&e. At the same moment the volleys of 
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intuk«te And shoiren of moltni lead proved so effa^ 
tin, that Ute enemy scm^Ui nfely in a precipitete 
and headlong flight 

On comparing note^ we finmd that tvo of onr 
ganiaon was killed and soTcral icrioasly vonnded. 
Some ot tlie cattle mre likewise killed. Tke de- 
■toneticn of the dairy and stabloB have been alnady 
mentioned ; so that the som total of Iobb to Home 
muat be eetimated at a veiy higk fignie. With tme 
Dotch phlegm, howerer, ke bore hia luxvy lonm 
Kot 10 his piona oonaork She bnstled about hne 
and there, raaoiuleriDg, and uttering inoesaant objorga- 
titma and lamtsitaticBis. Sometimea she woold gntwi 
OTV a broken pattypan, anon orer a smaaked oolandcr; 
HifBa tke durred runaina of a □ham or a washing- 
tub wonld excite ker eormption ; hnt when poor 
Madooo crossed ker patk, then kn wailings would 
break out into an unmitigated voUey. " Six tuba t" 
■be would erelaim, "and ten pattypani^ twoohums 
and twenty okeeae-vsts, lots of prime batter and best- 
making oheese-— not to mention other thmg»— lor it 
would drive me mad bo to do ; and all throngh Unt 
then ugly Ca&e wench, whom I wiafa ww toi frthraa 
de^ in the Bed Sea !" 
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" A truly CUtnatita viah," mid Home. " I.tJionght 
thaSctriptimtaa^tastodogood to ^ok wbo ii\jiu«d 
no, and to ibi^re onr enemiea," 

" That's all -nry fiae^" said Mn. Home : " 70a be 
always gnliiig at me : and all tluongli that Oaffiv 
weoch — the Loid fbigiTe you all your ama 1" 

In this iray would those two coiionB personi^ee 
keep knagging at one another, from moming till 
night, I have likewise, is the conrse of my joQcney 
through life, noticed that mamed people are in the 
habit of 80 doing ; jangling her^ clattering tJiere, like 
a biaoe of noisy mill-wheels ; and like those wheels, 
elicit, chiefly, sputter and froth. Shonld, however, a 
third person interfere, the late tongoe-combatante will 
become as thick as inkle-wearerEi, and open a volley 
of abuse on the unlucky interferant. Ood blees us 
aU ! The marriage state — let folks say what they will — 
is a hybrid state, Aill of strai^ saws and mysteiioos 
pigeon-holes — a lotteiy-wheel, in which, for one piise, 
there are one hondred and twenty -five blanks. 
Whether I shall ever purchase a ticket, I know not, if 
cortain, "Winifred" would be engraved on it, I might 
do BO ; but then, when I reflect that every man thinka 
hia oA«rs wnw a Winifred, I am staggered again. 

D,jn:tci;. Google 



318 ADVBSTURES OF FRUIK OGILBt. 

Wdl ! veil ! thingH must, I snppoae, take their 
ootirae ; uid if marriage, like hanging, goes by des- 
tiny, and the stan have decreed that I mnat tie the 
connubial knot, why then I mnst do bo, and there is 
UL end of the bnBiuesB. 
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Whust I have been writiiig the above eapient ob- 
BervBtioiia on marriage, Macomo luw agam collected his 
shattered bauds in the jungle — lor we can aee their 
camp-firee isBoing firom among the trees, and also 
see a multitude of dusky figures scowling at ns 
through the openings of the boahes. They haTe^hoir- 
erer, received too sound a drubbing to be over- 
anxious to come Tntbin range of our death-dealing 
rifles in a hurry. The phl^matio Kome, too, has 
expeotomted a portion of his phlegm, and has pat all 
hands to work at the breaches. The old Dutchman, 
after aU, is a prime blade; not an over-shaip one, 
certainly ; bat, in my conscience, I believe thorough 
steel, even to the back-bone. Mrs. Home, too, has, 
in some degree, reoovered from the profound obfiisca- 
tion she was thrown into by the destractipn of her 
crockery, and has this very monung launched forth 
into an sxtempore prayer of some half-hour's 
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length. NotwithstBading, Lowever, of Iier boaatiugs 
About charity, fbigivenesa of u^jmieB, brotherly lore, and 
a long etcetera of other Christian graces and amenities, 
she looks, and would, If a meet opportunity ^onld ocoor, 
act daggers on the dusk^ corpus of poor Madooo. 
Whenever she meets her she Sixta and flings about like 
a hen on a hot girdle In rain did Home tails her 
that if it had not baan for Uie ooursgeons Ca&e """j^ii, 
the h<»Qe6t«ad would nodoobtedly have been burnt 
asdsat^ed'^-die iDifinotaee itj hv eyes are thoron^aly 
hoodwinked with piqudioe; and to all the inqoiiies 
made, by Home as to why and whereiiore she thus 
reniaiiu hoodwinked, the <xdy answer of the pious 
lady is this : " I dislike htr bsoaose X ijialita her." 
Then will Hume inqaire^ wiUi a kind of auM^iag 
twinkle of Hm eye : " Is that the way a CSuistiaa 
lady generally afltBl" Then off will flonnoe Mik 
Home and kkk up a prodigious stowre omoag the 
milk and pattypans (^ pittcesl) her usual resource in. 
all [lOders of this kind. 

Wo have in some mGaaure repaired the breaches 
and bare fanned a kind of rampart, behind which vt 
oan load our miukete, and pepper away wiUi toma 
da^«B of confidence and security. The Gafires, how- 
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ever, are in no hurry to tempt onr redoubtable prowees, 
bnt keep perdu in the bushes. The^ are c^tal 
bQah-£ghtets, but poor hands in a regular mMie. We 
are now leea than thirty able-bodied men, hut I 
firmly believe wa could beat three hundred of them, 
€Ten 'without the aid of our vhUb. Theii courage 
comes in fits and starte, and oooasionally oozes out 
at their fingers' ends. They are all for pouncing 
upon you onawares ; and if they find you upon an 
inclined plane, they vill soon send you to the bottom. 
We were still gazing upon one another — we from 
our new made ramparts, the enemy irovx their 
boshes — when I heard the Bound of an Buglish drum 
and fifo, and directly aflei a detachment of red-coats 
advanced into the clearing to the ri^t of the for- 
talice. Other detachments snccesalTely arrived and 
took up their several positiona. I soon perceived 
that the whole force of Sir Harry Smith was on the 
ground. I noT looked for the redoubtable Cafires, 
and old Maoomo, their AgamHunon. Alas 1 they were 
non wj tnwntuf. The first tap of the English drum 
had dispersed those noisy myrmidons, and they bad 
evaptmited tbjough the gaps <^ the boshes and the 
interstices of the trees, like so much Bommer vaponr. 
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Saj, witb Boch celsrity did they move, that old 
Harry, who was after them like a ahot^ aa soon an 
he was made aware of their hxnlity, could not win 
the pleasDTs of exchanging a single shot with them. 

Sir ECarry returned, his rough temper not much 
improved by his bad sncceas. Withont any prelimi- 
nariee or circumlocution, he entered the homestead of 
Home, and demanded to be shown into the best 
apartment it contained. 

"The Lord be ptaieed!" exclaimed Mrs. Home : 
" will no other serve your honour's turn t" 

" No hnmbtig r said the general i "leadonl" 

There was something in the stem tones of the 
Toioe which instantly cowed Mrs. Home, who speedilj 
and sabmiagively inducted him into her summer 
parloor. 

By this time Home himself mode his appeaiauoe. 
" A devil of a comfortuble nest this," sud the general : 
"wheel that sofa up to th^t prime mah<^;any: now 
bring some pens, ink, and paper ; conif^ jump about — 
be quick : — don't stand staring there like a stuck 
PJgl" 

Home stood stapi£ed with surprise and Mrs. HoniB 
Ufted up both her hands iu an ecstasy of amazement— 
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and no loader, fbr they had been accustomed to see 
all around them crouch and bend in abject enb- 
mimion. To be be thus "tackled," aa Home after- 
varda expressed it, in their own castle, was a auper- 
Utardy bitter dose. 

" Ton my TOTd, this is very odd," observed the 
]>utchmau. 

" I have no time to prate — this is my head-qoarters 
for tlie time being. An expreas is off for Cape Tovn 
in one bow : I mu«< send a dispatch by him, and 

wifl, ye, sir, — ^no grumbling here : pens, ink, 

uid paper, sir, instanter 1" 

" Beg your pardon, dr," said Home, bowing low in 
hia turn, cowed. 

" Politeness be : obey orders — it will be better 

for ye I" 

Home now produced the required articles. The 
gmieral sat down and speedily wrote hia dispatch, and 
ditpakAed it. Again he monnted bis chat^r and 
minutely examined every quarter of bis camp. He 
then returned to he«d- quartets, threw himself down 
npon the ao&, and slept soundly for about an hour. 
He then commanded the attendance of Hom^ and 
received his verbal niports of the ev^ita of the late 
y2 
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siege of hia fort&tice. " By ," said he " yaa 

managed matten oapitftQj — yoa aie a good fellow-— 
take a ^asa of wine." How, be it nuderBtood, the 
wine had been just handed from Home's own 4irjft, 
and to make a merit of asking a maa to drink a ^au 
of his own Toritable wine had Bomething in it tacy 
and nniqne. 

" Beoollect," said the general, " thia will be my head- 
qnarten for a we^ at least, and I shall allow no 
interf«a«Tice in my arrangemants. I ahall expect yon 

to moont guard in your turn. ye, air, yon rmut 

and ahall make yourself nsefuL" 
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CHAPTER XLVI. 

I QUIT THE CAPE, 



Sib Haxht stoyed at rack and manger with Home for 
nearlya fortnight. In the meantime Macomo had un- 
aoooantBibly Tauished. No tidinga conld be heard of 
him. At length, hoTrever, it -wbb whiapered about that 
he had formed a junction with the Chief Sandili, and 
that their united bands were Tavaging the whole 
coimtry with fire and aword, almost to the gates of 
Cape Town. It was then the old general, like a 
ronsed lion, abandoned the sweets of his sabaritio 
qnocteca, and, at the head of hia horsemant, galloped 
off at a fhrioDS pace to chastise ihe insolent saTages. 
When, however, he arrived on the wished-for gronnd, 
lo, and behold 1 there remained not a Bingle enemy to 
ohaatise. Ther were all gone — evaporated ; and the 
chafing, ezaaperated Kitish lion champed about — Luh- 
ing himself with his tail into a perfect horricane of 
fary. And whrae do jou think the fox Maoomo was 
got to in dte interim 1 Why, l^r ladie 1 into his old 
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den, fJie Watercloof 1 ! He h&d once more checkmated 
the hero of Aliwal I 

But enough and to epare of this interminable Ca£&e 
■wax. Let Sir Eany and Mocomo, their friends and 
allies, manceurre in and oat of the Watercloof till 
doomsday, for aught I care. It is an inglorious war, 
and you mxy see much more of ita " pomp and oir- 
cumstance" enacted every evening by the AstleyEtn 
Widdicombe and his compeers. I would not, however, 
advise them to introduce the Watercloof there, &>r 
moat assuredly it would have the effect of a gigantic 
torpedo. 

During all this time Jupiter and ]U!adoco carried 
on their love passagee with increased intensity ; and 
I soon saw that poor Mango was forgotten. Even the 
matter was palpable to the obfuscated fitcnltiee of 
Mrs. Home, who, wiUi much reluctance, gave up her 
fit of jealousy. I have observed in other wives, as 
well aa Mrs. Home, that they are pleased to have 
some subject ou which to badger their ttisbonds ; and 
if they have no bond _^de cause to be malcontent, they 
will, inoontinently, invent one ; yet^ should a third 
person take up the self-«ame theme as a grievance 
the capricious creatures torn upon him or her, like 
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fiirieB. They Beem detenmoed that bo one but them- 
selvea aholl have the pleasure of administering the 
thninbacrew. Well ! I can't make the dear creatures 
out, at all at all ; they are incomprehensible angelic 
derils. We cannot do vith them, much less can we 
do' without them. 

After the departure of the British general, Home 
and myself had some brief discourse on my future 
piospects. He seemed to have taken a fancy to me, 
and ni;ged me to stay with him as a kind of clerk or 
overseer ; but this I moat- respectMly, but firmly, 
declined. Somehow or other, notwithstanding my 
reiterated abuse of the sex, I was always thinking 
about my cousin Winifred, In vain did I attempt to 
view her in the same light as I did the reet of the 
wayward creatures, viz. : — a mixture of angel and 
demon. It would not doj her clear, unadulterated 
smile, her unaffected amiability would speedily drive 
evet; unfavourable thought to Jeridio. I longed to 
return to her, but I cotdd not bear to return as poor 
as when I leil. I loi^ed, like another Sindbad, to 
find some casket of diamonds, or at least a nugget of 
gold, to lay at her feet. Day after day, night after 
night, did I revolve this subject in my mind. Where 

D.jn:tci;. Google 



386 ACTENTUBSS 07 FBAKR OOtLBT. 

could I find this casket or this iiii^et ! At Idngth 
California began to be the magaetio pole of m7 
tlionghtB — the^ inoegaantl^ pointed to that golden 
r^on. Those thooghts gradually acquired more con- 
siitenoj, more conglomeration. At length to California 
I determined to go, in aearch of the gdden nu^et — ■ 
the caaket of diamonds. 

So one morning I accosted Home, and said : 

" I am off to Oalifomiii like a shot." 

" I'm afraid it 'will be a bad shot," said Home, 
making a miserable attempt at a pan, for Trhioh he 
was as unfit as for on elephant to play at cupa and 
balls. 

" Why )" demanded T, laconically. 

"Because most of those who go there for ttooI 
oome back shorn." 

"Z have not even the semblance of a fleeoe, sir," 

" You go there," continued Home, " you get your 
bag fairly replenished with nnggefs of gold, — ^yon 
lay down to sleep, — you have nearly worked your 
fingnfl to the bone, — ^you are tired out — half dead with 
&tigue, and you sleep soundly. You awake in the 
morning (if you awake — for it is ten to one but what 
some stalwart far-weatman has cut your throat in the 
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night) and find your liard-got earnings gone — stolen — 
go not to California ! tliat's my adnce." 

With the natural presumption of youth I, however, 
speedily "whistled the advice of Home down the 
winds ;" I had pre-determined to try my luck, and 
nothing human conld shake it. The beautiful counte- 
nance of Wini&ed smiled in the distance, and beckoned 
me on. I took leave of my hospitable fiiends with a 
hope^ and buoyant heart. Jupiter fiurly blubbered 
when he bade me farewell ; and, if it had not been 
for the incumbrance of Madooo, I believe he would 
have accompanied me. I hastened to Oape Town, 
and, after waiting about a week, fonnd'a ship bound 
for California, on board of which I lEuled. Nothing 
oconrred during our voyage worthy of recording ; and 
on a fine summsi^s day I found myself ib the &moas 
town of San !Francisco. 
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CHAPTER XLVII. 

EETROePBCTtOS. 



Befobe following our hero in his romantic and aome- 
what ecoentdo csTeer, we most take a brief view at 
home afiaira. 

The day on which onr hero left home was a day 
of bittemeaa to Mr. Ogilby, 'Tia true, he was not an 
over-fond parent, bat, Deverthelesa, iFrauk was his only 
son, and himself a widower. His mercantile transac- 
tions were extensive, and he had cause to con^der 
his son as forming an integral portion of those trans- 
actions — a kjnd of centre round which the bills of 
lading aod per centagea revolved. WLen, therefore, 
he BO mysteriously disappeared, a void was left in his 
little world not easily to be filled. He still mechani- 
cally attended to his freightages, incomings and out- 
goings, but without the life and buoyancy of other 
days. 

IVank, in the commencement of his narrative, has 
given an account of his aunt Bhys, . of her great in- 
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flueuce OTer hie £ither, and of her dislike to himselC 
She now took advantage of his sadden departure, aiul 
was perpetaalljr insinuating things to his prejncUce, to 
which Mr. Ogilby whs now too much disposed to 
listen. He was natuiaUy exasperated at the unduti- 
fiil flight of his son ; and as his parental affection had, 
at the best, been but a bnsiness kind of affection, the 
machinations of Mrs. Rhjs soon began to tell with 
fearful effect. 

" He was a wild slip," Mrs. Bhys would say. 

" I am afraid so," Mr. Ogilby would reply. 

" Devoid of all natural affection." 

"Not exactly so bad aa that either, dame fihys: do 
not go too far — poca; Frank." 

" Sorry I hare gone too £ir: how, then, came it to 
pass that he left his poor fitther so) Answer that, — 
how could hel" 

" Well, dome, it certainly « bad, No one to enter 
the freightages, cash receipts, the per contraa, fifty 
pounds loss at the very lowest figure— too bad by half." 

" I thought you would come into my opinion — ho 
is a bad one — at least, dear brother, I am a&aid so. 
Poor boy, X am sorry for blr n j I would not breathe a 
word to iiyure him : oh, no 1 do not think so." 
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" Yon B&id lie WH a bad one — anythiiig freeh, eh)" 

" Fifty excnae me, dear sir, pray excuse me." 

" I insist on being told. I wish not to screeahim od 
accomit (d his leUtionship : I csimot call him son : — 
tell m^ — I ttuut and loill know !" 

" I am truly reluctant to nnveil hie baseness, for 
I have a real r^ard for him, — carmol yon excuse me?" 

"T cannot, and I will not!" 

"Well, then, before running away, he attempted to 
murder young Sinclair!" 

Mr, C^lby seemed dumfoondered, and stood speedi- 
less with astonishment tor a considerable tima At 
length he ialtered out : " ia there no mistake I can 
there be no mistakel" 

"AJasl dear brother, none! Bob toldmesohim- 
8el£ His statement was authenticated by Sir Leolin^ 
and, in some meaanre, confirmed by Winifred." 

" How, or when, did the matter occurt" 

" AAer hia flight &om home, he had the impudence 
to call at Uandynydrod Castle; Sir Xieoline treated 
him with the greatest kindness, in return for whicb 
he attempted to seduce Winifred. Bob, who was 
there on a visit, remonstrated with him on his bass- 
ness. Furious at this interferenoey he pivily way- 
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laid and attempted to saasBinate him. He then ran 
away, and, as 70U already know, went to Bea." 

" Poor Frank I I could not have thonght it. Well, I 
have done with Tiifi — ^that's one comfort, thongh a 
poor one." 

Mrs. BhyB now took her leave, rather precipitately: 
she saw that her poisoned arrow had tt^en effect, and 
she left it to rankle in the wound. 

Hfow it chanced that the above conveFsation took 
place in the large front room with the bay window, 
already mentioned in this history. The stance of 
Capstan commuided a view of tUb interior of this 
room, and he had obaerrod the entrance of Mrs. Ehja. 
He had, likewise, previoosly noticed several interviews 
between her and Mr. Ogilby; and, as he was well 
aware of her enmity to !Frank, he began to snspect 
tltose interviews related to him, and boded h't" no 
good. Kow the dwelling of his master was a onrioos, 
old-^ahioned ooncem, abtymding in sliding panels 
and occult passages; and one of the latter ran round 
the northern tdde of the apartment mentioned above, 
and terminated close to the very window, the recess 
of which it commanded by means of a narrow lanoe- 
olated apertnifi. No sooner, therefor^ did he notice 
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the entrance of ISn. lihys than lie descended the 
steps of his stance, and, hastening along the psAsage 
above allnded to, took np his station at the window, 
and from thence was a witness to, and overheard, the 
whole of the conversation between Mr. Ogilby and 
Mrs. Hhys. 

" What a thondering old brimstone gaUej that ere 
old EhyB is!" aoliloqoized Capstan: "if she doesn't 
deserve to be scattled, Tm a blessed dnner. Blow 
me if I don't pnt a stopper upon her yawing — ITi 
keep a sharp look owt, never befear it : — poor, poor 
Frank! Til be at the bottom of this ere Barbiy 
pirnt's plot — burst my timben if I don't. — Blastatiim ! " 
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CHAPTER XLVIIL 



Aboite half-a^year before Frauk left home bo abruptly, 
he had been taken l^ his &ther into the connting- 
hotue, and soon became expert in managing all details, 
however enveloped or entangled they might be. The 
most complicated or knotty affaira was won simplified 
by his acute and lucid mind. His absence waa, 
therefore, greatly felt; and in order, in some degree, 
to Bnpply the loss of his serricea, Hr. Ogilby was 
obliged to call in the aid of the sleek, oat-Uke Mr. 
ffiaolMr. He certainly was sharp and keen enough, 
uid as nnpiininpled as he -wva sharp and keen. He 
bad bnt one object in life, to which he devoted all his 
fitoolties, both mental and bodily, namely, setf-intereetj 
to gerro that, he waa ready at any time to do or dara 
anything. For some time after he entered the 
service of Mr. Ogilby, as accountant, things seemed 
to go on pretty smoothly; but afterwards the latter 
found his receipts gradually iliminiiih. 
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Having wound himaelf tliorou^y into the good 
gncea of bu emplt^er, and rendered binuielf a neces- 
aaiy appendage of the eBtablishment, he began to in- 
sinnate, though at first but tkintly, that the duties of 
the office were too onerona for him, and that he re- 
quired an Basistant. Hfov tl^ aasistant he had re- 
solved, hy hook or bf crook, to take to himself was 
his son Boh. In fitct, this was his main inducement 
to take office. He onlj wished to pare the waj for 
the instalment of his son. For that son he cherished 
Uie moot ambitious projects, which will be graduallj 
develt^Kd as the history proceeds. 

It maf be as well now to trace the connexicai 
between Sinclair and Mr& Bhys, who was reoeiTed 
into the establishment of Mr. Ogilhy, on iihe death 
of his wif^ as a kind of oompaoion and housekeeper. 
A great d^ree of imtimaoy soon sprung up betweot 
Sinclair and Mrs. Bhys. This grew to such a height, 
that , it was bruited abroad they were mamed, m at 
bast ought to be married; and to this scandal the 
mysterious appearance of Bob greatly oontribated. If 
Bob was the son of Sinclair, who was his motherl 
Why was she kept in the baok-groundl If all ww 
right and honest, what 'need of this myateryl Soiw 
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the fact was, Mra. Bhys was the mother of the boy. 
A secret marriage had taken place, and why it waa 
kept secret will be explained ia due time. 

Bob Sinclair, then, was the nephew of old Ogilby, 
and (he consin of Frank and Winifred, and be was 
installed as clerk in his onele's eatabliahment. He, 
with an appearance of the greatest fraskoess, was dy 
and onniung, and he affected a cu^less uid rollicking 
manner, by way of mask or cloak. In his dress, he 
aped the sailor; and such were bis powers of imita- 
tion, that he was generally taken for one by strangen. 
He waa so disoreet, that the secret of his birth was 
revealed to bim Scom. a vary early period, and was 
known to him daring the transactions with Frank, 
already recorded. 

from his very first introduction to Winifred he 
felt a liking for her, as strong as his nature was capa- 
ble of entertaining. That liking bowever, would 
never bare been fostered by him, if she had not been 
the heiress of the Llandynydrod estates; which, not- 
withstanding the eccentric proceedings and appearance 
of Sir Iieoline, were a truly princely fortune. In his 
Tiews with regard to Wini&ed this formed the grand 
charm. Ko sooner, therefore, did be perceive the 
z 

D,jn:tci;. Google 



336 ASVBaiTUBES OF FHAKX (MILBT. 

growing attachment between Frank and lua f&ir 
oonein, than he set himself aboot with hie luniAl 
astutensBs to counteract it. In the walk by the 
water side, when they were seen by Frank, and where 
the seeds of jealousy was first implanted in the mind 
of ottr hero, Bob had, with hie lunial affectation of 
bluntnees and sincerity, been insinuating, smoothly 
and by degress, things and circumstances to his pre- 
judice. Among others, he told her, witb aggravated 
appendages, the disparaging remarks made by Frank on 
the occasion of her first advent at Mr, Ogilby's; care- 
fully, however, concealing that tliey were made belbre 
he had seen her. Nay, so well did he manage hut 
points, that Winifred began to believe that it was 
not Bob, but Frank, who was playing the double part. 
Thus, then, we have brought up the leeway with 
a flowing sail, — let ns now see what is going forward st- 
Llandynydrod Caetle. 
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CHAPTER XT.TX, 

ABOUT SIB LSOLDfE AKQ WI1IIFB£D. 

Sib Lkolirb and Winifred were seated in the picture- 
galleiy of LlandyiiTdrod Castle. It was eTeniug, and 
the smnmeii'B sun, in golden lines of flickering light, 
stole in through the grotesqnely painted windowa. A 
kind of dubioiia gloom pervaded the apartment^ and 
the qoaint-looking old wairiorB irhich filled its 
panels looked less fiercely firom their heavily carved 
frames, their asperitjea being softened domi by Uie 
mdlow light. The window at which they were seated 
couun&nded an extensive and pictuiesqae reach of 
conntey, broken gracefully into a congeries of hilb 
tmd valleys; and if the peaks oi aome of the hilla 
were bare and splintered, the tops of others "wvce 
idothed in the richest verdure, and the dells uid hol- 
lows of all were profusely covered with crispy grass, 
intermingled with wild flowers. A. stream of water 
which might be dignified in some places by the name 
z 2 
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of river, nn hither and thiUier down the principal 
valiey; sometimes visible, at otlien lost asitmnmd 
ronnd the base of some oTerhamging precipioe. 

" It is a sad thing," said Sir Leoline, " that all this 
fine domain, vhich has been in the family for so many 
ages, shonld lapse to a foreigner at laat." 

" Where is the neoeasity, dearest fittherl" 

" For I&<fk of a male heir. The husband is the head 
of the wiie : thou wilt in due cooiBe of time many; 
he will be the Lord of Uandynydrod. As far aa 
l^al matters are concerned, thou wilt be a cipher 
tmder ooerdoD." 

"!niose who bridle me," said Wiiu&ed, "must pro- 
ems a corb of unusual strength." 

" That may or may not be : all that I know is this, 
that the law oaunot be bridled : it has too many 
meshes : the more_thou striveet to break through, the 
more thou wilt get entangled. Thy husband will be 
Ijord of I^ndynydjod, and that husband must oeces- 
nrily be a foreigner." 

"Where is the necessity 1" inquired Winifred, witlt 
ablush. 

"Aye, aye, thoa art still thinkiog of that soape- 
grace Frank j he canw here in rage, his toes were 
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on Che ground: my Rnceetora (looking roimd at the 
grim portnuts) blushed to see him." 

" I carmot think Frank half so bad ob lie ia repre- 
sented to be." 

" I vish I could tliink ao too, bat fiwta cannot be 



" The qaeetion ifl, irhat are &ats t Bob SinctaiF is 
not a very high authority; noiljier is his father. I 
like not either of them." 

"They are both honest and hononrable men; I 
hear this &om both Ogilby and my edster Rhys. I, 
likewise, have seen much of them, and I like l^em, 
especially Sinclair the younger ; he is plain and blunt, 
and caniea sincerity in his iac%." 

" A mask," said Winifred. 

" I tell ye -what, TVTiw Winn, I would not advise 
you to go on too much in this manner. I hate Frank ; 
you, out of contradiction, like him. I like young Sin- ' 
clair; you, I suppose from contradiction still, dislike 
him. This Vout do — it is too bad — I cannot allow it." 

" But, father dear, I cannot change my conviotions ; 
neither can I profess one thing and mean another. I 
cannot say I love Bob Sindair if I th(»roughly disliko 
him, or vice-Tdrsa of Frank." 
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"I oumot see how yoa can lilce a tliorini|^-paoed 
sooundTol lih* IVanki" 

" If lie was ao, I wotild most oertaiol^ not be hin 
defender; but I am convinced that he ia not so, tltat 
he is free and generons— -frank by nature, as well 
as Frank by name." 

"Did be not nearly niin his &ther by hie extia- 
▼agancet — ^was he Hot always, laying traps for and 
annoying bis aunt Bbys, toll ber life was one eternal 
cydB of misery t — ^was he not vithin an ace of mnidQr< 
ing yoong Knclair) — did he not insnlt my anceettns 
by coming to their Castle of Ltuodjnydrod all in 
rags, and with his toes on the grcnmd 1 — eh t answrn- 
me — ^I say, answer me." 

"The first three olanaes of your aocnsaticms I do 
notbelieye; at all events they have not been proved: 
the last is an tmdonbted &ct, his toes were Ga thQ 
gronnd, be was in lags, bat if our ancestore took oog- 
nisance of the circumstance, I presume tbfiy vill 
impute it to him not as a Sinlt, but as a miBfortoae." 

"Winifred, you are truly incorrij^ble, — instantly 
tetlre to your room, — I brook not socb unmannerly, I 
Inust say unnatural, bebavioor." 
The teaia started to the eyes of Winifred, and she 
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threw her annB Foaad the nec^ of her father, looked 
foil in hia face, bat spoke not. The mute ap- 
peal yraa iireaiatible. He folded her in hia arms, 
kiaaed lier fbreheod, and th^ again resumed their 
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CHAPTER L. 

Ka., MBS., Aim BOB SINCI.AIB. 

Mb., Mis., and Bob Sinclair were seated in tlieir cocj 
bay vindow. The Thames, for a vender, was deroid 
of fog, and though the smoke from a thousand 
^ctoriea rolled orer head, yet a sharp breeze, bloving 
from the north-east, swept it onvaids, and permitted 
it not to settle down into an opaque canopy. Mr. 
Sinclair and his eon hod just retired from their day's 
darge at the counting-house, and were enjt^ing their 
acoostomed comfortable refection. Both were slip- 
shod in dress as well as at heart. Mia. Sindair, her 
long sharp features pursed up into a smile, did ^e 
honours of the^ table with much gusto and apparent 
self-^atis&ction. 

Mis. SmcLAiB. — Things going on light, eht 
Mr. BiHCLAi R. — Capitally, could not go on better : 
Ogilby satisfied with as ; we, of course, with Ogilby," 
Boa — The old fogie is thoroughly hoodwinked : 
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if he Bees at all, it is only tlirongh onr spectaoles — 
ha! ha ! ha!" 

Mrs. SiHCLAiB. — And the other matter Hkewiee goee 
on swimmingly. Sir Leoline ia thoroaghly prejndioed 
against Frank : for this we have to thank his shoes as 
mach sa ourselves. 

Mr. Sdtclub. — ^The old knight is as proud as 
Zdicifer : the Cambrian blood habbles most fniioasly 
in his veins — we can easily manage him through Us 
pride— twist him round our fingers, as it were; 

Mrs. SracLAiB (rather nettled.) — There is no need 
for your Basest against Cambrian pride. Bemember, 
I am a Oamhrian, sister to Sir Leoline — the best blood 
of the principality flows in oor veins. I cannot see 
why claret should not be held in higher esteem than 
ditch-watCT — no sneers. 1 

Mr. SiMGLAiB. — At all events you were ready 
enough to mingle the olaret with the ditch-water. 

Mra. Bdtclub (with vehemence.) — You are a base 
churl to say so; you were always tying yourself to 
my apron-string. You have grovelling propensi' 
tiee,sirl 

Mr. SisoLMB (creflt-fftllen.) — At all events you are 
now bone of my bone, and flesh of my flesh ; the debtor 
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and creditor aoconnte onglit to be balanced, and it la 
my deeire that tbey may be so — that there may be no 
more &lae entriwi. 

Mrs. SracLAiB. — Ton hare not a eingle idea beyond 
yonr bmunesB routine; all your knowledge ia wntpt 
np in your ledger — attend to that, air, and attempt not 
to gtasp higher subjects — leave Cambrian pride alone — 
you cannot comprehend the hidden springs which feed 
and justify it — leave it alone, sir. 

Mr. BmciiAiB (aside.) — I wish, from my heart, I 
had left it alone. 

Mrs. Sinclair.— What are you grumbling about, 
mattering vith your mouth shut ! Cambrian pride, 
indeed! 

Mr. SnrCLAiR.— Well, I ovn it was rather too 
smudgy as it were — a misreokoned item. 

Bob (with a supercilious smile.) — Well, I must 
confess this is much ado about nothing, children's 
play. It would be much more to the point if we were 
to look at and weigh well the several parts of our 
grand project, namely : — the union of the Ogilby and 
Landynydrod property, by a union between Winifred 
and mysell 

Mrs. SiKCLAiB. — The Ogilby property ! 
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Bob. — Tea, the Ogilby property, for my &tber and 
aelf will take good care of that. 

Mrs. SmcLAiH. — But what of Frankl 

Bo& — He will never agiun ctobb out path : au- 
thentic iutelligeooe is airived, that the ahip in which 
he sailed wu wre^ed, and all on board perished. 

Mn. Sdtolair (as it were unconsciously.) — ^The Lord 
be praised! 

Mr. SraauiB. — Well, on the supposition that that 
bill of lading should be true, still there b the gid 
Wini&ed to be consigned. 

Bob (with mocli eelf-asaurance.) — Leave that to ma 
I know how to manage that. If I was up at par when 
Frank was living, what shall I be now he's off the 
hooks I Jf ever yon trouble about that, leave it to me. 

Ura. SwcLAiB.— Well, then, it seems tome, that our 
project is progreeaing most &voiirably. Sinclair I be 
wary, and leave Cambrian pride alone. Bob I be waiy 
too, and mind your p'a and q'a, especially with Wini- 
fred. 6he has a lofty spirit, plenty of Cambrian pride. 
We have the ball at our feet, if we only use common 
pmdence. 

Bob. — Wini&ed is the most difficult card to play 
in the whole pack ; she evidently has a sneaking kind' 
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noB for that rascal Frank Bat the constant badger* 
ing ahe gets &om all quartera aboat him, begins, I 
flatter mjael^ to take efi^t even oa her. She begins 
to think that vhat eveiybod; aajra mnst have iome 
fonndation in truth. Thus the thin end of the wedge 
ia inaeited — Cleave me alone to drive it homa 

Mr, SiscLAiB, — ^Yoa an a clever slip, Bob, in 
matters of plot and cniming: in that respect a heavy 
balance is in your favour — hope the debtor account 
will be honoured. 

Mrs. Sinclair. — Well, Binclair, if ever I knew snch 
a plodding counter-man as you, I am queen of Gol- 
oonda : you have not an idea beyond the ledger — you 
are fi.t for nothing but to tora and wind pounds, shil- 
lings, andp^ice. 

Mr. SiNCiAiB (apparently much surprised.) — Wly, I 
thou^t that was my greatest recommendation 1 

Mrs. Sinclair — In cooisa yon da You were bom 
for it and to it; you sucked it with your motbei^s 
milk; you were brought up in bales, you breathed in 
packages, you lisped in "efe ceteras" and "per contras;" 
all that you know of China is that it produces fine tea; 
all that you know of Busaia is that it exports first-rate 
tallow ; all of Turkey, that it sends forth capital rim- 
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barb. Butitin no nBeto ga on with the catalogne: it 
would stretch from Dan to Beeraheba — you are 
nothing but a muddle-lieaded trader, nothing beyond. 
, Mr. Smclaib. — ^Well, I never! 

Mia. SiiiauiB. — Oh, no I in counie not; people don't 
like to be told the truth — it is very dieagreeable, 
very I 

JSov it may be as well to state that Mrs. Sinclair 
had, in her animal economy, a snperahund&nce of 
Bpleeu, which ahe kept bottled up fc« use, and on 
what object could she discharge it with more satia- 
&otion to herself than on her hosband ) He wa« tied 
to the stake and could not help himael£ Whether 
he deserved it or not, was all the same.; the bottle 
was iiuning and fermenting^ and, nnlees uncorked, 
would inevitably burst Whether other wives act 
in a precisely similar mumer, I will not aay for a 
certainty, bat I strongly sospect they do. At all 
events, I believe henpecked husbands are not nn- 
oommou, and that there are more Mrs. SincUirs 
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OHAPTEE LI. 



Now it cbajiced that Capstan w&s at iaa osnal stance, 
and overlieard the above recorded dialogue. He had, 
in &ct, become a rej^nlor eavea-dropper. He was 
aware of the plot hatching, in &ct, hatched against his 
pet Frank, and left not & stone ontumed to caanter- 
act it. He had broached the subject to Mr. Ogilby, 
but met with a repulse, and he now resolved to seek 
an interview with Wini&ed, and make her aware 
of the circumstances which had come to his know- 
ledge. 

About this time one of Mr. Ogilby's ships went on 
a trading voTage to the prindpality, and Capstan was 
attached as saperoargo. Xo sooner had they nst 
anchor than Capstan requested leave of absence for 
twenty-four hours, which, as soon as he had diichai^ed 
the moat bustling part of his duty, was granted^ He 
then set out with a quick and bostling alacrity, having 
first of all well stocked his pouch wiUi "bacey." 
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" Baccy" vaa to him meat and drink, and he ooaM 
no more dispense vith it, than he coold with the air 
he breathed. He also buckled hia cntUas to his side, 
BO that, despite of his Folyphemiaa deformity, he pre- 
sented a truculent appearance of the fintt water. 

It waa a delightful summer morning when Capstan 
commenced his journey: the son ahone brightly, and 
the birds sang in the beeches, but our old pigtail 
cared not a straw for those thingaj he had not a gcain 
of the sentimental in hia oomposition. He chewed 
away at his "baccy," occasionally squirting a jet of 
saliva &om the comer of his mouth, and when he waa 
not employed in executing tbii pluvial feat he whistled 
or hammed "Tom Toogh," or mayhap lifted up a stave 
of " Black-eyed Snean." The paasere-by looked on him 
with carious and admiring eyes, and many observed, 
" that is a hearty old cock, Til bet aixpenoe;" and if 
by chance Capstan heard this rather cloudy eulogium, 

he dischai^ed at them a hearty sea d , directing 

a particular objurgation at the same time, etymolo- 
gically affecting the visual organs. On, therefore, goes 
the old "salt," whistling, singings and forming jet 
cTeans of " baccy joice," or cursing aa the case may be, 

Ct^Hrtan arrived in dae time at Llandynydrod 
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Oastle, aud vea ushered into the preaeiice of Sir. 
Leolme. 

Sm IiEOLlHX. — Well, GspBtan, I Iwpe all is light) 

Oafsiah. — Caa't say much aa to that ere, sir; ray- 
thersotso. 

Bib Lxolirx. — ^What is the matter, speak np ! 

Oacstak. — ^Afore I can speak ap, sir, I most get 
rid of this ere quid, (here he deliberately walked up 
to the grate and ejected onder it a huge jet of Baliva.) 
Tbete, that's it. ITow as to what's the matter, there 
be Batbrf pirats abroad. 

SiK Leounb. — You mean to say, then, that the Cor- 
saiiB have taken one of Ogilby's ships} 

CAPffTAir. — No, I did not say that ere. How yoo 
yaw, about sir. 

Sib Leoldte. — Well, I cannot ccnnprelieiid what 
yon wonU be at. Vow what is in agitation t 

Capstak. — Well, I see I most; bowse it up, heave 
light away. Well then, sir, them ere pirats, old Sin- 
dadr, Bob Sindair, aud Mrs. Sinclair, has luffed to 

abont the good ship Frank, and be to them, and 

will sink him if they can. There now, that's what's 
tlie matter. 

8m Leolinb. — How dare yon speak thus of my 
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siater, alster'a huubaud, aod their bob in 1117 present t 
How dare you meatioa that Bconudrel Frank to met 
He came here with hia toea on the grouadj how 
dare you t 

Capstah (who by this time had deposited anotii^ 
quid of " bacoy" in hia month, and was now chewing 
it very deliberately.) — Spos^ sir. Master Frank had 
no shoes. (Aside. — This ere pigtail be-ant the weiy 
primest.) 

Sib IiEOiilNs. — I really ttiinV, Mr. Oapstan, you for- 
get^the presence yon are in. My anoestors (gazing 
round at the portrait be&re mentioned) loc^ upon 
you with mingled wonder and surprise. Ton are, I 
must say, rather impertinent, 

Gafsiak. — ^Wiiat, them ere blasted old curmudgeons 
up there look upon met Why, them ere ha' been con- 
signed to Davy's locker many and many bells ago. 
No, no, sir, that rig won't go down, — too cJd a salt to 
take Uiat there in. 

81B LxouNX (with his &ce convulsed with passion.) 
— "Blasted old curmudgeons I" "blasted old curmud- 
geons ! " You implied those epithets to my ancestors, 
air! You are an impudent varl^ sir! you deserve to 
be caned where yon stand, sirl Leave the room, sir — 
2a 
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b^one, sir, lest my anceetois ahonld walk dovn &ran 
tlie caDvasa to avenge the insult. 

Capstan. — Pm blowed, but if this aint a got If that 
ere old gemmaa be'ant scomfished, Fm a blessed eiimer. 
Only to think of them ere old dirfy cnrmiidgeonB 
walking from the canTam! this beats Banagher. I 
tell ye what, old gentleman, yoii be brain-foundered, 
to a dead sartaintjr. 

Sib Lbolihs (ringing the bell violently, which 
apeedOy brings seTeral servanta into the room.) — 
David, Ap Morgan, Jenkins, and Morris, pnt ^tat 
one-eyed scomidrel out of the room I cudgel him where 
he stands, 

Capstah (diawing his cntUaa) — I tell ye what, old 
geminan, if one of them ere &ir-weather Jacks lays 
the weigbt of bis finger upon any part of my hull, 
m send bim to old Davy's locker with a broadside 

from my cutlash, (fiourishing it about.) ' ye, veer 

offi blastaiion! 

Here the servants having advanced on hostile inten- 
tions bait, Oapstan whirled his weapon around, tnnlriTig 
it describe the periphery of a simicircle, wluch had the 
efiect of making his aasailants &11 back so precipitately 
that they rolled one over the other on the floor. 
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Hero Oapetau broke oat into a hoane mooking 
laugh of derision. "A pretty set of loblollies!" said 
he; "why, the very wind of my catlAsh hare made ye 
strike. Good bye, old gemman ; never be aieard that 
them thero grim old curmudgeons np there will come 
down. Bij^Jar ugly-lootdng chaps them there be; 
Frank be worth the whole Boarry lot ten times over. 
Good bye, old gemman." Here he made his cutlass 
describe another semicircle, and then, with a fierce 
look of defianoe, left the room. 

He not only left the room, but at the same stem and 
stately pace left the premisea, twisting his quid about 
from one mde of his mouth to the other in the most 
saTage manner ; anon squirting forth a tremendona jet 
of saliTa. He was evidently in a most wild-beastial 
mood, ripe and fit for any truoulent deed. 

Aa he was thus pacing along^ occasionally flourish- 
ing his cutlass, he chanced to encount^' Wini&ed, 
who had been onl for a walk. She at once tripped 
up to hiTn and bade him good morning. 

" Good morning is it 1 Maybe it be, maybe it be 
not." 

"What is the matter, Capstan! You seem out of 
sorts." 

2 a2 
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" I Bhotild thiiik 80, y/haa I lutve bean cudgelled out 
uf that ere old castle there, — leastvr&ys they tended to 
do it, bat my cntLash stood in the wmy." 
" There must be some mist^e here." 
"Kone at allj that old gemman blowed up Frank; 
I fended him, and will fend him ; Yranik be a first- 
rater, never hoiata &lge coIohtb like some pirate I 
know, nerer yaws, always steers bang to the true 

point. je, madam, but he's orank and crowse from 

stem to Btem," 

"Frank is rather wild, — poor frankl" 
"Is rather wild, and who made him so) that cAd 
fire-ahip, Mrs. Sinclair; that devil's galley Bob; that 
old stinking dc^-fish Sinclair; that old genunan np 
there with his black, ngly-looking handstons, as he 
calls em, — they made him wild ; they cut him adrift 
without rudder or compass; th^ did it, I say th^l 
theyl." 

"Poor Frank 1" 

" Yes, and now they be tiying to waterlog him, to 
sink him in & huidred &dom water. — Whol why, Wis. 
Sinclair, Bob, and the old dog-fish, his &ther. I 
over-he-ard the plot They be sticking it into Mr. 
Ogilby,— th^ intend to get you to be splioed to Bob; 
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the old gammim's estates up there they intend to 
scuttle, — there it is, that'a ail about it." 

"From what I can gather," said Winifred, "you 
have overheard the Sinclairs concocting a plot to get 
the Llandynydrod property by uniting me to Bob." 
" Zackly bo, my yoong lady." 
"Then oil I have got to say is thie, that aooner 
than' I wotild be ' spliced,' as you call it, to Bob Sin- 
clair, I -would be drawn asunder with wild bonea I" 

" By the hookey," eaid Capstan, flinging his bat on 
the ground, and grasping the little white hand of 
Winifred in his own great homy fist, where it glittered 
like a jewel in a swine'a snout, " by the hookey ! but 
you be a tidy craft, shipshape in every speot, slender 
in the bows, a keen cutwater ; and blastation ! but I 
would suffer my whole hnll to be cut into whittera 
for ye, — HI stand by ye to the last ; Til nail my colours 
to the mast, jee, by the hookey !"* 

After this burst, delivered with amaziiig volnbility 
and many twistinga and tranaferrings of his quid from 
one aide of his mouth to the other, he rdinquiahed the 
fair hand he had hitherto held, and stood firm and 
erect, like a aeuland on duty. 

" I am veiy giat^nl to yon, Capstan, for yonr good 
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opinion of me. I believe you are a true man, and a 
friend to Frank, — poor Frank!" 

" That I be, ma'am, even to the copper sheathing of 
the keel ; he's a good hand is that ere Frank — ^up- 
right and down straight, no yawing or veering in 
that ere punt; and FU be blowad, yea. 111 be 
blowed." Here OapstEm stopped short in his addreea, 
and fistled about nneaaily : he evidently wished to 
propound something, but was dabiooa whether to 
do so, or not. 

"What is the matter, Oapstant" said Winifred ; 
"you seem in a doldrum." 

"I wished to let out more line, bat praps yon 
mayn't like it" 

" Oh, never fear ; I sha'n't foe ofiteded with yon, 
C^Htan — ont with it, never mind" 

"Why, then," stud Capstan, with a kind of hesi- 
tating break in every second word, "Frank be & 
first-rate punt, you be a tidy crafl^ — why should yon 
two not sail together as consorts } to be plain, blas- 

tationl why shouldn't you two be splioedf there, 

it, the miirder be out 1" 

"Poor FiankI 1 am sorry for him; from my heart 
I am Bony. I believe he is more sinned against than 
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siimiiig. I alwsya Btocxl up for mj cousin Yrtak, and 
always wiU." 

" Yes, and I noatioate you two will sail in company 
yet, — I noaticate that era" 

" How can tliat ever bet Why it is all bat certain 
that he went down in the ship in whloh he sailed, 
when she was wrecked." 

" Don't let go quite bo &at, my &ir young lady. 
When I wor in Merica, I seed one Lanky Eentnck, 
who atud that he BorwiTed that ere wrack, and wor 
in the deserts of Hafricay ; kaae as why, that 
ere Lanky Kentnck wor in the same ship, and 
snrwived too, and they sailed in oompany, and 
lived on flowers and dead dog-fish; and a nigger 
wor wi em, and the nigger and Frank whopped him 
on the soles of his fit with a big Btick, and they were 
dragged at a camel's tail drow the desartB. A mm 
stoty that ere, be'ant it, my fair yoong ladyl" 

Th^ further colloquy was here interropted by the 
approach of Sir Leoline, and Capstan, taking an hasty 
leav^ set oat on his way to his ship. 
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CHAPTER mi. 



Oafbiah had reached that eeclnded spot when the 
battle between Frank and Bob had taken place, 
and already described in this histoiy, when he became 
aware ut a person advanoing to meet him, and he 
soon acertained, to his great Borpriae^ that it was Bob 
Sinclair. Now the greatest possible antagonism'ezisted 
between thoee penonagee, and whenever they met 
they bristled np, and snarled like a conple of Sootd) 
terriers. Up to the present time they had not at- 
tempted to throttle one another, bat bad often looked 
and thoQ^t daggers. The place where th^ met 
was well calculated for scenes of violenoe and blood ; 
combatante might oontend for a whole snmmer's day 
without fear of interruption. Whether it had mu- 
tually occurred to those worthies to try conduaiona, 
and bring their differences to a final solution, will 
aevGt oome to light mayhap j but at all evente, when 
they met, tfaey eyed one another fiercely, and came 
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to a foil halt. Now, although Capatsn was far ad- 
Tanced in life, yet he waa hard and bough, of great 
strength, poeseesed a thorough boll-dog courage, and 
cared not (to nae his own phrase) " for man or devil." 
Bob Sinclair was, likewise, strong and tough, and in 
the full vigour of youth. The balance therefore, was 
pretty equally adjusted; and if it did incline either 
way, it was in &tout of Sinclair, on account of his 

The path was narrow where they met, and nalth^ 
would make way for the other; a ooUiaion, therafiire, 
became inevitable. Bob carried in his hand a large 
faolly-ondgel, which he carelessly fiouriahed abont, so 
that an uninterested spectator would find a difficulty 
in determining whether he did it menacingly or not. 
It is evident, however, that Oapatan construed tlie 
action as a sort of challenge, for he vociferated, 

" Avast 1 what is that ere about ) " 

** Wliat's the matter now, old Surly 1" said Bob. 

"Wliat is that cutlash exeroise about with that 
ere stick? — blastation! — Stand back I" 

" I suppose I have a right to use my cudgel in what 
way I please," said Bob, sulkily. 

"You have no right to floorish that ere stii^ 
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athwart mj bows," said Capstan, trying to lay hold 
of it 

"St&ado£^ yon old pirate!" said Bob, "or HI break 
thy iron Bfcnlll"^ 

" Oh ! that's it, is it, my &ir-weather Jacki Toa 
are for a £ght, are ye } By the hookey, but Fll accom- 
modate thee — and that in the twinkling of a bowline." 

So saying, he laid bis hand on the hilt of his catlaas, 
and was in the act of unsheathing it, when Bob struck 
him a tremendous blow on the wrist, so that it f^ 
useless l^ his side. Following up the advantage thus 
gained, he seized Capstan round the waist, and hurling 
him to the ground, knelt on his breast and grasped 
his throat with both hands. Now, whatever the ul- 
terior intentions of Bob might have been, they wem 
interrupted by the orriTal of Morgan and Biimy. 
"Hilloa, there!" shouted Morgan, "hur is going it 
finely." Sinclair no sooner heard this apostrophe 
than he sprang to his feet and precipitately left the 
glen. Capstan, half throttled, was a long time ere 
he oojue to himself He looked wildly around uid 
uttered the ^ngle word " blastation." 

"Hur had better not curse: hnr baa nearly bem 
in the other world." 
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"What are joa jabbering atl" inquired Capstan, 
aorlily. 

" Wby, young Mr. Sinoltur gave you a good thiaali- 
ing: that's what I am jabbering at." 

"It's a liel" growled Capstan: "he c&pedzed me — 
thafa alir 

" I am not disposed for a qnarrelf" replied Morgan : 
" you are plainly in a doldrum. I never qnarrel'with 
people in a doldrom." 

"In coarse not," chimed in fiinny: "oh, no! that 
would never do: you ure a good un — oh, yee!" 

" Wlioh way did that brimstone galley steer, — ITl 
follow in his walce, — 111 rake him yetl" 

" He went up the glen, towards the Caatle, and is 
doubtlem enaconwd there long ago— you had better 
not go there." 

" I think BO too," replied Capstan ; " but the time 
will come when we two shall meet again ; then let bim 
take heed to his bowlines; — HI pepper him between 
wind and water; — Fll make him stand in need of 
oatilldng." 

Capstan now took a survey of his two oompanions. 
Morgan was a little thicker and more grey than when 
first introduced to the reader; and (die ^ea of Binny 
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Toan red, and her bnir mor& atabbly, her gnome-like 
attribntee had largely increased. The donkey, too, waa 
more atampy, -and his ears more elongated. On the 
vhole the gronp iras novel and pictnreeqoe, A 
little &rthfir doirn, and in a retired graa^ nook 
OTer-sbadowed with gigantic beech treee, their t^it 
waa pitched, into which they preaaingly invited Cap- 
stan to rofit awhile, which the veteran, as he was Rtill 
rather out of aorta from^his late encounter, willingly 
agreed to. 

So sooner were they seated on a sort of hank 
covered with primroses than Mot^an said : — 

"Wales is a capital place for wind, Snowdwi for 
that." 

" Tm blowed if I hav'ii't had too much of wind in 
my tim^ : have been in a regglaf Bisoayner, and 
a West Hingy nadoe, and wradced on the oussed coast 
of Hiceland, through a wind !" 

" That's all very well in its way," obaerred Morgan. 

" It is so : then blastation ! if you kaow what trind 
is, — very well, is iti Very well to be in a Hingy 
nadoe, is itt — very well to be wracked, ia itJ Ton 
don't know what wind is, I tell ye!" 

" Don't hor, by gor ! don't hart I have been in a 
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Suovdou wmd, in s Gader Idiu wind, in a Plin- 
linuuon wind: great winds, air, — very great Welsh 
winds, sir, — ^ttoroagh Welsh: what are toot winds 
to mine — ^mere pnckfoist winds : give me Welsh wind, 
sir — ^there is nothing like it !" 

"Why, blaotationl" said Capstan, looking np in 
the greatest BOrpria^ "yon don't mean to say that 
yonr paltry inland wind beats a Hingy nadoe, or a 
Biscaynert" 

" In coarse I do," said M<»gaii. 

"Iq conrae he do," chimed in Binny: "oh, yeel 
why notl Can anything beat Welahl everything) 
oh. no I" 

" Well, if eyer I seed such a brace of fools in my 
bom day^ I'm blowedl" 

"You are veiy impudent^" said Binny: "oh, yes I 
yon be a foreigner. I would haTS treated you to a 
dance, but not now — oh, no ! yon like not onr wind — 
oh, nol Father would hare treated you to a tone 
on the harp — not now — oh, no 1 you be a fordgner; 
&ther wocld have treated yon to a glass of metheglin 
^-oh, yee! — not now — oh nol" 

" I can't miss what I never had in the locker," B&id 
Capatao. 
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" Htir u not shore of that," said Morgan, do^edly. 
" He who misseB aiiTtMng Welsh, misses a good thing, 
whether it be metheglin, mutton, wind, or music, I 
care not which — all are good—fiist-iate!" 

"'Sposeso," said Capstan; "but that's not here or 
there. I must weigh anchor — good bje t'ye." So 
saying he arose to depart 

Binny, however, glided to the entrance c^ the tent, 
80 as to prevent his exit. " Ton have not paid for 
yonx oommodationEt— oh, no 1 can't give house-room for 
nought — oh, no I hand over a few browns, sir." 

"You be a rum craft," said Capstan; "howsomo- 
dever, here be a brace of browns." 

"That'll do," said Binny: "oh, yes! now you may 
go." So saying slje cut a summerset and allowed him 
to depart, and he arrived at his ship without further 
accident. 
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CHAPTEE mi. 

BOB SJSOhAOiB ICAiraEirVKES. 

Js the meantime Bob Sinclair proceeded to Llaady- 
nydrod Caatle, vliere he ezperienoed & w&mt reception 
from Sir Leoline. Sinclair, with the appearance of 
much John-boUisnt and bluntneea, was cunning and 
crafty, and iiilL of crooked devices; and if he ever 
got into a aorape, he had the art of shifting it 
ftcaa his own shoulders. Thoa, in hia encoonter 
witli Frank, he made it appear that oar hero was 
a kind of old man of the mountain — the very Corf- 
phcens <^ aesassins; and bo well Jiad he played his 
cards, that, with tiba exception of Capstan and Wini- 
fred, everybody believed that Bob was the injured 
person. 

After partaking of a substantial refection Bob ro- 
qoeeted a private interview with Sir Leoline, which 
being granted, the following dial<^ue took place ; — 

Snt Leolink, — So that one-eyed old mariner asscdled 
you, did he I 

Boa — He did, Sir Leoline, in the most oowardly 
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manner. He drew his cutlosB and strove to cut me 
down. 

SiB Leolihk — I wonder Mr. Ogilby keepe Buch a 
roffiaa in his establiBlunent. Would you believe itt 
be aottially called my ancestors — yee, he actually 
called my anoeetoTB, cuimudgennB ! 

BoK — Monstrous! unheard of! 

Sis LxoLm — Tee, it is monstrous it is unheard 
of: I wondw they did not walk down &om the 
canvau to avenge iia insult. 

Bo& — Would you believe it! this said Capstan — this 
said impudent vaiiet I him who bq insulted your an- 
MfltoTsl I say, him who so insolted your ancestorsl 
him, I say, this varlet Capstan ! had an interview wiUt 
Miss Wini&ed — a friratdly interview, sir! 

But Iaounx. — Oh 1 1 wonder the sttxtes, the panel- 
ling of tiie great hall, the top beam itself — I wondw 
they did not try out against it. 

Bob. — I wonder they did not; bat the worst of it 
is, he persuaded her that Frank is living — he was 
always a kind of go-between. 

Sib Lxolute (mnsiiigly.) — He parsuaded her that 
Frank was living, and he was always a kind of go- 
between — I do not understand this : piay enter into 
an ezplanatioo, Mr. Sinclair. 
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Bob — Why, Frank actually had the impudence to 
pay his addreeaes to Miss Winifred. C&petan carried 
measages irom one to the other. I am Boiry to state 
these facte; they are, nevertheless, true. 

Sib LEOLDfo. — Oould Frank possibly be so presump- 
tuous) Him I who came to Uandynydrod Castle with 
bis toes on the ground I him 1 1 

BoR — It ia a £tct, Sir Leoline; and I am afraid 
she was too faTourably inclined towards him. I am 
feai^ she ia BO stUL 

Sir Lkolime. — And Frank is living ) 

Bob, — He is so, and is coming boma 

Snt IdOURX. — And Winifred is well-inclined to- 
wards him} 

Boa — She is so : I am certain of it. 

Sib Leoldie.— I must take some steps in this 
matter. My ancestors will expect me so to do. 

Boa — I know what my advice would be, if you 
would allow me to offer it 

Sir Leolihe. — Speak, Mr. Siuchur : I believe you 
are shrewd and clever — speak, sir! 

Bob: — Marry her to another. 

Sib Leoline. — Perhaps that might be a good plan ; 
but the question is, who is worthy to be received into 
2 B 



370 ADVEMTDBItS OF FBAVX OOILBT. 

the howe of Rhyal tIio u there whom my anoeston 
ironld Improve! Thoae are the ^eBtiona, 

Bob (bviungiy.) — Suppose, Sir Leoline, I knew a 
person descended from one of tbe most ancient femiliea 
in the prinoipolity: Eappoae he had eren a spice of 
the Kbys blood flowing in his veins : sappoee he -was 
unexceptionable in character and fortone: Bnppoee 
he was willing to lay it at your daughter's feet : — 
what then? 

Sra Lboldix. — I might probably think fiiToarably 
of his snit: — do you know snoh a ouel 
Boa — I do, sir. 
Snt LxoLiHS.— Name him. 

Bob (apparently with reluctance.) — Mr. Robert 
Sinclair. 

Snt Leolhte.— rin an affiur of such importance as 
the marriage of the heiress of Llaudynydrod, the 
worthy sdan of a long line of loyal ancestors, tilings 
reqnire to be ezainiiied in all their bearings. I do 
not give my consent that you should tie the connubial 
knot — neither do I withhold it : many collateral cir- 
cumstances must be considered in any negotiati<m 
which may result from your proposition. 

Bob. — ^The comient of Winifred being, I suppose, 
one of those collateral circametances. 
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&R LzOLDiK — It is not, air : I am the top beam 
of the great haU. I arrange and apportionate my 
owa household fixtures as seemetli beet in my own 
eyes. Wiai&ed most and uhall marry whom I please ; 
I shall allow of no rebellion in my domains. 

Bob (still &wiiingly.) — Perhaps Sir Leoline will 
have the great kiudnees to tell me when he will give 
am answer to my demand. 

Sia Leoline. — To-moirow, at twelve o'clock, in the 
great hall, surroanded by my aaceators, meet witnesses 
of such an important act. 

Fonctual to the appointed time. Bob waited on Sir 
Leoline. He was seated <m the dais, dressed in his 
state dress, and looked as solemn and magnificent as 
possible. He formally desired Sinclair to be seated, 
and then addressed him as follows : — 

" Mr. Sinclair ! you have propoonded to me a matter - 
of the greatest importance : one afiectiog the very vitals 
of the house of Llandynydrod, and you now oom« into 
the presence of me and my ancestors to receive the 
replication. Sir, I have looked into the pros and 
cons of the matter; looked at it in this light, and 
in that light ; then turned it round, as it were. After 
much contemplation and cogitation, I have arrived at 
2 b2 
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tlie concluBJon, that the affair deserves to be encoii-- 
raged; that you ore a fit and proper person to be 
received into the loy^, old-standing line of lUiys. 
Sir, Wini&ed, in due season, shall be yours." 

"And she consents!" inquired Bob, rather eagerly. 
" She does not," said Sir Leolinej "nay, she posi- 
tively rejects you ! But that is neither here nor there; 
she thaU consent I The whims of young girls miat 
not, and shall not, be petted by me I I told her so, 
and then she seemed more qaiet and tama She shall 
be thine, and in the course of the year. My ancestors 
look upon the step with anxious interest. The line 
of Llondynydrod must be perpetuated. And now I 
recollect, I have one condition — a necessary condition 
— toimpcoe." 

" Name it," said Bob. 

"YoQ must relinqnish the name of Sinclair, and 
take that of Rhys." 

" Most willingly, Sir Leoline, and shall feel positive 
pleasure in doing so." 

" Well, then, as fkr as matters have hitherto pro- 
gress, all is favourable, for the restiveness of Wini- 
fi-ed I take not into the account Future negotiations 
must, of course, take place with your fether and Mr. 
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Ogilby. If you wish for an interriew with Winifred, 
you can have one ; she is walking on Ute terr&ce of 
tlie aaatem gardeiL" 

Sinclair now left Sir Leoline and prooeeded in 
seardi of Winifred. Somehow or other, howerer, his 
habitual efi&^ntery gave way as he drew near to her. 
He knew she dialiked him, and that she was aware of 
the Riniater crooks in his character. Free, open, and 
frank in her disposition, she had more than once told 
him BO. Masking, however, his inward misgivings 
under an assumed carelessness, he deferentially ap- 
proached her, and whiffled out, " I hope I am not 
an intruder)" 

" If I should say you were not, I should utter a 
folsehood." 

" You would not say bo to Frank," 

" I should not." 

" And yet Frank is a complete soapegraoe, a wild 
renegadoe, devoid of filial and all other affection, and 
a confirmed libertiue." 

"Frank is not! He is nohle, and chivalric, and 
generous; but even if he uxu all which thou hast 
aaserted, he would still be ten times better than thee!" 

"Very bitter, Winifred! very bitter! I suppose i 
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however, 70a an aware that yoor &ther has affianced 
70a to me, in spite of all my defecte I " 

"I am aware of it; bat I now tell thee — and maifc 
well what I aa;- — ^Uiat sooner than be married to thee^ 
I would become a honseleu wanderer, and beg &ota 
door to door I — leave me, nrl" 

Quite dnm-foondered, Sinclair alank off He had 
had quite enongh of GcnrtBhip for one day. He sought 
Sir Leolin^ and related, with sevetal sly tonchea of his 
own, the partioolars of his interview with Winifred. 
The oonseqnenoe was, that the pride of the knight 
was tanched, and he became more reeolred than ever 
to cany out the match; and Sinclair, with his oBoal 
aetntenees, seeing that be had done every thing whui 
coold be done for the nonce, on the fbUnwing day 
bade a temporary adien to Llandynydrod. 
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CHAPTER LTV. 



CAPSTAN S DISMISSAL. 



I HAVE already meutioned tb&t the Smdura had 
enclosed Ogilby in a mesh, firom vhich he coiild not 
extricate himaeli Although a good man of busmess, 
aa iai SB its comiooD, daily routine was coucenied, yet 
he vaa lar from posseBsing a comprehenslTe mind. 
He was, likewise, wanting in self-confidence, and it 
was eat^ for any aatute person to lead him by the 
nose. Ae long aa Mrs. Ogilby lived, things went on 
well, for, like Fraok, she was clever as well as firm ; 
but after her death Mrs. Sinclair acquired a complete 
mastery over him ; and when Sinclair and Bob, throngb 
her influence, were installed in office, he became a 
mere cipher. It is true, he often formed reeolntiosa 
to break asunder the spell which enthralled him; bat 
those reaolutiona were nerer carried out to their legi- 
timate consequences; something or other always hap- 
pened to counteract his intentions. This perpetual 
mental conflict, however, naturally engendered pet- 
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tishnesB and iiTitabilty; and the once rough, good- 
hninoared, neatly-drsBsed Offlby was transformed into 
a maiindering sloven. 

In proportion, liowever, as the reins fell from his 
own hands, so were they seized upon and tightened 
by Sinclair, or rather Mrs. Sinclair, as she was the 
Mephist<^heleB of the piece; she palled tlie wires 
and coatrolled the machinery. Inhere was one 
peiBon in the household of Ogilby who had long been 
an eyesore to her, to wit. Capstan. She had en- 
deaToured to fleech Iitiii as she had done the rest, bat 
the honest old tar was incormptible — he was not to 
be cajoled. Foiled in her endeavoiirs to corrupt him, 
she looked about to find a hole in his gaberdine, and, 
if possible, to obtain bis dismissal Now Capstan's 
qnarrel with Sir Leoline, and his subsequent conflict 
with Bob, might, if jadidoualy and properly worked 
up, lead to that much-deeired event. She was consider- 
ably uded in her benevolent project by a letter which 
Bob had brought on his return from the knight. 

Having, therefore, made herself perfectly master 
of the subject, with Sir Leoline's missive in her hand, 
she requested and obtained an interview with Ogilby. 

Ogilby, who had been vainly endeavouring to un- 
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ravel a complicated knot in his acoouDts, had just 
flung down hia ledger in despair, and bad seized upon 
a. Jong Torkey pipe, the gift of his old servant, or 
rather Mend, Capstan, and had commenced puffing 
away most resolutely. He 'seemed as though deter- 
mined to stifle the hughear trouble which oppressed his 
mind in a superabundance of smoke. Scarcely, bovever, 
had the narcotic weed began to have its accustomed 
sedative effect, and to permeate the system with a 
somnolent tendency, than diacord entered in the shape 
of Mrs. Sinclair, who, drawing forward one of the 
chfurs, and sitting prim and erect in it, thus began : — 

Mbb. S1HCI.AIR. — I am sorry to be the bearer of bad 
news, Mr. Ogilby: very sorry. 

Mr. Oqilbt (after taking the [ape from his mouth, 
and then emitting from the same oecular apparatus a 
hnge volume of smoke.) — The firm of Tomkins, Btog- 
gers, & Co. stopped payment, ehl 

Mbb. SiNGiiAiB. — Something much wOTse than that 

Mb. Ooilbt. — Young Nap landed — fdnds down to 
50,ehl 

Mbs. S1NC1.US.— I do not muoh like to tell yoa 
what it is, but I suppose 1 must: — Oapetan — 
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M& OaiLBT (mtermpting her velieitientiy.) — Is 
diDwnedl — m^ beet, — my only Mendl and thia is his 
pipe, — ^peor fellow I (hem he again put it to Ilia lipa, 
and smoked violently), 

Hbb. SinciuUS. — He is not desrd, but be is ft Til- 
lain! — a villain in grain I 

Ogilbx (more pacified.) — Then I sappose Bigby, 
the oorn&ctor, has accused him of not acoonnting for 
oertain sacks of wheat: — Righy is a liar! Capstan is 
honest! 

Mbs. SDrcLAiB.— Bi^y has done no snoh thing: 
yon are alt<^ether out in your reckoning; he has done 
something worse than this. First of all I will read a 
letter I have received firom Sir Leoline : — 

" Llaudynydrod Castle^ 
"July 18 

" My dear sister Sinclair, 

" Greeting and health. I am in much per- 
tnrbatoon. Ogilby's servant, Capstan, has been hei^ 
and has groasly misconducted hiicselC He has in* 
suited me, mnoh more so onr ancestors. Would jou 
believe it! He called them "black curmudgeons!" yes, 
he called "Llewellyn" a black curmudgeon! TTpon 
being remonstrated with on the enoimi^ of hit 
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ofience, he dreir his cntUsi and flonnahed it in the 
&ces of our anceetcsBl yes, actually flooiished it I 
What moat tbey have thought of each prestidgeona 
beharioorl what must hare been their feelinga 1|! It 
is my portioular request that the whole enormoiiB 
matter maj be placed in a proper light before Ogilby ; 
and nnlesB suitable and adequate pumiahment be 
awarded on the delinqoent without delay, all in- 
tercourse most ceaae betweeoi that gentleman and 

" I beg to remain, 

" Tour veiy fiuthM brother, 

" Lbouss Kht&" 
Oqilbt. — Well I I could not have thought it. 
Mbb. Sikolaul— In ooune yaa could not; none of 
UB conld ^have thought it, it ia bo rery culpable— so 
very vile; bat that ia not alL Aa he left Landjmy- 
drod, flouriahing hia cutlaas, he met Bob, whom, jre all 
know is aa gentle aa a lamb, and honourable-minded 
as clever. Bob remonstrated with him on the enor- 
mity of hia ofibnoe^ when the old wretch flew at him 
cntlasa in hand, and would have Blftin him, if it had 
not have been for some pasaers by, who interfered for 
his protection. 
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Oonnr.— Oapatan must have been in drink, other- 
wise lie could aot have behaved so. 

Mbs. Sincuib. — That only aggravates liis ofiences. 
That he is an habitual drunkard we all know, and, as 
such, is iinfit for the reeponsible trust he holds in our — 
I mean your— establishment. But, when to this on- 
conquerable vice is added his other enormities, it 
would be downright iatuitj to retain him any longer. 

Mb. Oqubt. — You .wish me to dismiss him— my 
tried Capstan — a servant of thirty years. 

Mbs. SofciiAiB. — There is a necessity for you so to 
do : there is no alternative. 

OoiLBT. — It is grievous to do so j but if he has 
done the things ' laid to his charge I caimot see how 
I can avoid it; and yet poor Capstan was the 
iavourite of my wife, of my lost child — he was too 
fond of grog; but yet we believed him honest; but 
then to draw his cutlass, and to attempt murder — he 
was a capital supercai^o, — knew how to stow a ship, 
—a first-rate stevedore ; and yet, I suppose, I must part 
with him — so demands Sir Leoline. 

Mbs. Sinclair (peremptorily.) — So I demand : so 
Sinclair and Bob demand; so common sraise de- 
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Ogilby (jdelding.) — Well, if it must be, it must; 
but it will be a heavy blow to me. — Leave me alone ! 
I muet comfort myself as well as I can with my pipe 
and my grog. 

Mtb. Sinclair, having thus gained her point, arose 
and precipitately left the room. She seemed deter- 
mined not to let the grass grow under her feet, but 
hastened to the counting-house, and told Sinclair of 
the reluctant consent she had wrong &om Ogilby for 
the dismissal of Capstan. " Do not let ua give the 
weak, vacillating old hunks," said she, " time to change 
fais mind, but let us hasten at once to cut his old 
&TOUtite adrift; and lo! here he cornea, unwittingly, 
to receive his discharge. 

Capstan, who had only returned the day before 
&om Holyhead, entered the counting-house with his 
usual rough-and-ready demeanour. Having briefly 
related the mercantile proceedings of his late voyage, 
he laid bis bills of lading on the table, and was about 
to retire as usual, when Sinclair thus addressed him : 

" It is with much regret I have to inform you, that, 
in consequence of your bad conduct, you will no 
longer consider ^ouiself aa a servant of this eatablish- 

Capstan at first appeared thunder-struck, but soon 
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reooTered himael^ and said, aquirting a jet of " baccy- 
jnioe" at the laid ol erery paose, "Oh! that's the 
ticket, ia it! I have despected that ere Bome time ; 

you are a set of pirates 1 and I despected it, I 

say ! and be hlowed if I be sony for it — for I wor 
ashamed to soil with each a blastation onw ! Yon are 
a lazy, lubberly, loblolly aet ! and as sure as my name 
is Caleb Capstan, you will sink the ship Ogilby ! Eiveu 
at this ere blened time, that ere ship bo rolling in ^e 
breakers l—ThiaTee! &ir-weather Jacks! and lubbers 
as ye be, je will sink that ship, I tell ye I — Good 
b'wye t'ye, and may a Hiogy nadoe speedily capsize 
the whole blasted set !" So saying, Capstan turned 
on his heel, and indignantly left the room. He then 
proceeded to his stanoe and made up his scanty ward- 
robe into a little bundle. He took a last Borvey of that 
room which had been his for thirty years; and as he 
did 90 his eyes fell on the little ship he hod made for 
hie pet Fnmk, and a throng c^ recollections came 
crowding on bis mind. He could not part with that 
last memorial of the past ; he wrapped it cardully 
in his outer gaberdine, and screwed bis iace about 
in many a grotesque combination as he did so; and 
as he descended from his old stanoe, a tear twinkled, 
in his only eye. 
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CHAPTER LV. 



CAPffFAK AND HIS SHIP. 



CAF8TAH wu not blessed witli a veiy large stock of - 
worldly goods whan he was so imceremoiiionsly 
turned itdrift. He was thus compelled to Beek oat 
fiff a fresh berth — for the procuring of which his age 
and infirmities were much against him. The Sin- 
daira, likewise, did erery thing they oonld to his 
prejudice, and refused to give him a ohatacter. The 
old veteran wa^ in consequence, soon reduced to great 
Btraits, and was obliged to cast abont in his mind for 
some oocnpation by whidt to make the pot bolL 

Now it chanced that Capstan had a loud, if not 
a melodious, voice : he could ruar like a veiy bull of 
Basan, — it was a regular salt-water, boisterons roar, 
smacking of the rattle of the hurricane and the boom 
of the surges. Why shonld he not, then, turn this 
unique gift to use! How could be turn it to use) 
Why, the mode was as plain as a pike-staff. He must 
take up with the ballad singing trade, — his voi(» was 
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cut out for the very purpose; it vould echo and re- 
echo from one end of the street to the otherj it vonld 
fill all the mauootiea, all the obscare nooka and corners 
with reuatleM brattle; it would drown the voices of 
all competitors— firom the costermonger to the chimney- 
sweep ; it would rise above the roar and clash of the csbe 
■ and busses ; in fine, it would be unique and irresiBtible. 
Capstan, therefore, determined to turn street-ballad- 
singer, and to make his ddiiU in the " Bay of Siscay 
O." It was a very hurricane of a song, and snited 
his blatant powere to a T. , Having lashed his 
fovourite ship to the crown of his head, and put on 
his blue jat^et, " tany trousers," and a flare-up red 
waistcoat, he sallied out into the streets and oom- 
menced his song. He walked at a very slow and 
deliberate pace, sometimes fiunng to the right, sometimes 
to the left, so that every portion of the street might 
have the full benefit of hie melody. Capstan thus 
stemmed the whole length of the street witfaont 
receiving a single copper. It is true, a whole crowd 
of men, wom«n, and children followed him, drinking 
in, with greedy ears, his meOMooos periods; but, alas! 
it is almost a dead cerbunty that the whole troop had 
not a copper to give. Still he roared on, and bad 
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better luck in the next street, for a sailor's widov, 
with half-a-dozen childien to Tnaintftin by het nnremit* 
ting hard labotir, threw him a penny-jneoe, and a 
folesBing at the same time. Enoonraged by this good 
lack, Capstan threw an additional roar into his volley 
of song, and in the end pocketed fifteen-pence half- 
penny. 

Capstan erected his household lares ia a solitary 
bat in the most unfrequented part of the Isle ot 
Dpga It had formerly been inhabited by a French 
refuge^ and in &ct bnilt by him. It consisted of two 
rooms, abont eight foot square, one over the other, 
like the compartmrats of a card-house, built by chil- 
dren. It was doBe to the Thames and the lower room 
was occasionally overflowed by its wavea On those 
oooasiona he was obliged to take refiige in his upper 
room, and it is sappoaed he was better pleased when 
thus driven to quarters than when not, for he had been 
BO accustomed to water all hia life, that he loved to 
hear it plashing about him, — ^in other words, he loved 
the mystic music of the waves. In order to get to 
his caatU, or fbrtalice, or whatever you may choose 
to demnuinate it, he had to wade through a kind of 
lagoon — a mixed tuehmge of water and mud. If he 
2 o 
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hftd been in theheart of the desert of Zahaxn he could not 
httvebeen more iiiol&ted &om the hvay world. No one 
BOarcely ever visited that part of the island; it tx>re 
a bad reputation, and was considered the head-qnarteis 
of malaria. Capstan was nudispnted lord of hia for- 
talice and its accomp&nTing lagoon, not even the 
ghoet of its fonnder, Michael JCidean, disputed hia 
Tight; it seemed to prefer even the eqaivocal pro- 
Insiona of Hades to the gloomy precincts of the Tovrer- 
Scmetimes, after a sacceesfnl day's ballad singing. 
Capstan -would mann&cture a glass of grog; and in 
winter time -wonld light such a fire, that it -would 
lattle and roar up the chimney like mad. &e -would 
then place two passes on the table — one for Frank 
and one for himself; nay, Bometimes a third for 
Winifred. He would then drink Prank's health, — 
draining hia own glass to the dr^s; and then, sls 
^Vauk's representative, drink his own health — taking 
care to drain Aw glass likewise. Then he drank to 
Mim 'Wmified, and emptied her glass to Jus own 
health as before. He would repeat this ceremony mcn« 
than once, if his day's singing had been very pro- 
dactive. Hewnuld then hold imaginary con-reisatioDS 
with his brace of pets. I will sabjoin a specimen, not. 
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howeyer, at all wishiag to intrade on the province of 
Walter Savage Landor. 

Gapstjuh. — Pm blowed, if this aint capital grog! 

Fbaitk. — Doable grog, I blieve — none of your lob- 
lolly tricks — double! 

Capstan. — And what saya the bawtlfiil ontter, the 
umimlHiig little Winn) 

WiNiFRKD, — Rayther not speechi^ in that ere 
matter — not wary proper for young gala to gi'e their 
'pinions on grog. 

Capstan. — What a keen neb that ere gal have: 
knows a marling-apike from a caboose, as well as 
here and there one. 

FsASK. — ^Well, <M boy, and how goes on Bob Sin- 
clair t 

Oafbtab. — BHiere that old Davy have grabbed him, 
leastways I spect bo. That ere is a Barbry pirut — a 
rigglar coisur. 

WnnFSED. — That eie iair-weather Jack made 
prosals to me; I tamed my quid and made game of 
the lubber.— Blast him 1 did I) 

Capstan. — In coorae yos did, and bnlly-iagged 
him into the bargain. 

Fkank. — Pm weiy glad of that ere, for I 'miie the 
2 c 2 
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neftt cutter Winn above a bit, and I wtx afeord of 
that lea^ tub Bob. I thowt lie vrof ynnjtnng way in 
hw '&ction^— blow me tight, if I didn't ! 

Capsus. — ^What a mmple gdmoa you mnst be to 
think that en thing despecting Miss Winn. Why, 
sooner than give her 'feddons that ere way, she wooid 
qoilt six-water grog for a twel'month. 

WiHirazD. — ALL right I I would, by gomm ! fnend 
Capatan. 

CAfSTAK.— Ftiendl I shonld say so: true as the 
niddle to the pOwl : — here's yonr healtJt, Mian Winn, in 
a hamper. i ye^ Tm true. 

Framk (aside.) — I wonder if Winifred would havie 
any 'jection to be spliced to me, ehl 

Cafstak. — What a &int-hearted shaver! afeatdto 
pop the question t Well, I never! 

F&iSK. — She be aich a first-rater: carries sich a 
whdioing broadside, and aich flying sky-sorapeia ! by 
gor, I b« afeard to tackle herl 

WiNiFBKD.— What is that shy cook Bozanghing 
abont, eh, Capetonf 

Oacsiah.— Why, the lubber be fifby &dom deep in 
lore, and he be afeard to pop the question. 

Wduvhed. — ^Well, then, if he be aidi a gomeril, it 
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would Barve him ngbt to send him fift; &dom deep 



Capstait (adde to Erank.) — Speak np, airl —~~. ye, 
sir, speak npl 

FsAKX. — For more bells than I can lioken, I have 
been de^>etatel7 in love witli yon, Miss Winn, — ^will 
ye be spliced! — blastation, speak up! — no fiuxking! 

WmiFEEit. — That's speaking porposo-Iike^ and to 
the pint : I have not the least 'jeotion any ways : — no, 
by the hookey 1 — none! 

Capstait. — There^ Howl didn't I say sol There, 
yon see, all is put to rights in the twinkling of a bed- 
post. 

WiHiTBED. — Fray, fiiesid Capstan, give na a song 
on the strength on't. 

Oapstait, — Sartanly: what nil e hav^ "Tom 
Tough," or the " Bay of Biscay V 

WiKiPBED, — Oh! "Tom Tough" by all manner of 
means, there be someat so fecting and aprack in that 
ere ditty. 

Here Capstan would throw himself back in his 
old gouty arm-chair, and roar "Tom Totigh" till he 
made every obBcnre nook and cranny reeoimd again. 
Wbea he had finished he woold call on Winifred for 
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ft aang, and in a squeaking tone of voice — & palpable 
imitation of Punch, would whine out a atave or two <^ 
" The old house at home." Then he would call upon 
Frank to sing " Britannia rules the wftves." The vocal 
part of the erening's enterbunment being concluded, 
he would arise, bid Frank and Winifred a hearty 
good night, and then turn into his berth. 

Thus in bearing about his ship^ and singing by day, 
and holding imaginary oonversations by night with 
his two pets, did Oapstan keep on the even tenor of 
his way, Whether or not he came, in the end, to 
believe in the bodily presence of Winifred and Frank 
at those symposiums cannot be acontately ascertained : 
the balance of opinion, however, inclines to the side 
that he did ao. We all know that persons constantly 
reiterating a lie come in the end to believe it an 
actual truth; and there is not much room for doubt 
but what Capstan similarly cheated bimsel£ 
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CHAPTER LVI. 

D0ING3 AT I.LANDYKTDBOD, AHS FUOHT OF WINIFKED. 

SiK Lbolute having made up his miad to coerce Wini- 
fred into a matc}i with young Sinclair, was perpetntdly 
koagging at her on tlie subject. He thought at first 
it might only be a maidenly relactauce, which would 
Boon give way; but when he found, after repeated 
remonBtranoes, that she still remained firm and deter- 
mined in her refusal, he looked round for other means 
to aid binr in carrying his point. 

In the beginning of this histoiy, Cadwallader, the 
Bard, has been already cursorily mentioned. His 
hair was long, white, and silky, fiowing over his 
shoulders; and when in fiill dres% appetved in a long 
white tnnic, and blue vest. He waa tall, thin, and 
pale; his hollow eyee of a &int gray. Altogether his 
appearance was spectral in the extreme. Hia mind 
was richly imbued with bardio lore; and his language 
was generaUy ezpreasiTe, ofben figurative. He pos- 
eeesed prodigious influence over the mind of Winifred, 
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and Sir Leoline determined to oae that inflaence to 
further his own views. 

Xinety snmmera had rolled over the bead of Cad- 
wallader, etiH Mb step was firm and his form 
erect. To say he loved Winifred would be a weak 
word, be absolutely idolised her. He lived in the 
past, and she was to him the incarnation of the past 
in beauty and in power. She was more than his 
child, ebe was a little divinity in a crystal shrine of 
purity. 

Oadwallader's study was in the topmost room of 
the western tower. It was dimly ligbted by odb 
single window, painted with. Bardie stories. An 
antique vase stood beneath, profusely stored with the 
misletoe, Sound three sides of the room, on dark 
blue pfunted shelves, were ranged the wcn^ks of tlie 
Bards ; and the Institutes of Bardiam yieta emblazoned 
on the dark-graLQed panelling of the fom^h. The tout 
en^embla had a solemn, if not mystio, appearance. 

It was seldom that Winifred ventured of her own 
accord to this apartment. Sometime^ however, she 
received special invitations from Cadwalladerj and on 
one of those occasions the following dialogue took 
place. 
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CadwaliiADEB. — Well, darling, I am glad to aee tbw. 
I wiahed to confer with thee on a very important 
subject; a subject peooliarly affecting the honae of 
Uandyn^drod. 

WnmssD.— Speak, Gather Oadirallader; I am all 
attention. 

Oadwallaocl — I have lived far beyond the years 
genemUy allotted to man, and have thereby acquired 
many well-worth-knowing lessons of experience. Z 
can judge of the future by the past, or, in other words, 
I possess the gift of prophecy. I see before thee a 
dark yawning golf: I would instruct thee how to 
avoid it. 

WiKiFBED. — Your language is mysterious. 

Cadwallassb. — It is bo, because it relates to the 
future; a cloud always envelopes the future; we are 
like travellers in a mist, we oan see nothing distinctly 
but a few objects in a narrow circle around us; the 
more distant, the more distorted all things loom; by 
experience, we can reduce those unnatural distortions 
to their proper shape. 

WmTBXD.'—Speak, &thei Cadwallader; thy darling 
heareth. 

Oadwalladsl — ^Thou art the last scion in a direct 
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line of the house of Llandynydrod; that house has 
ever been &ined for the heroum of its eona, and the 
TirtueB of its daughtersj and ttmong those virtaea 
none was more couspicaous than filinl obedience. I 
oall upoa thee to follow, in this respect, their bright 
example — I call upon thee to be obedient. 

WonrsED. — In other words, yon call upon me to 
be miserable ! 

CadwaUiASEB. — Not BO, my darUng; I call upon 
thee to be happy, A nnion with Frank would be 
mieery; a union with Mr. Robert Sinclair would be 
happinesB. Here experienoe comes to my aid; and 
from the pest I judge of the fiiture. Frank, under 
the appearance of much opennesa and suaylty, hides 
a depraved, a cunning spirit; Sinclair h what he 
professes to be, boldness and candoor, and generosity 
itseE 

WoUFEED. — 1 blind infatuation ! what evil genius 
thus infloencee you, thus to reverse the charactered 

Cadwaliadxb. — It is thou who art in&tuated; love 
blinds thee ! 

WnnFBED. — ^There ahflll be no mistake in this 
matter : tortures shall not compel me to wed young 
Sinclair. 
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OADWAiitADKE. — PauBe, eie it be too late; lannch 
not on a rough sea of future trouble; the atorm 
b brewing, the barque is nuaWdy. Pause, and 
beware. 

WiKiFAED. — Then let it brew aud let it burst; I 
am ready ajid willing to brave it idL 

Cadwalladzb. — Child of my soul! my heart is 
wrung with bitter anguish on thy aocouat : severed 
affections and a broken heart await thee. 

WiBlFEED (interrupting him.) — If I wed young 
Sinclair. 

Cadwalladxb, — I see thou art incorrigible; I 
leave thee sorrowfiolly — leave thee to thy doom. Pore- 
welL FauBe ! and beware ! 

Here Cadwallader left the room, and, to the sorpriae 
of Winifred, locked the door on the outside. 

"They are about to attempt coercion," said Winifred, 
mentally; " let them beware, or I give them leg bail" 

And Winifred meant what she said : she was no 
Squeamish, lackadaiaioal dame, but as bold aud true 
as steeL She was, 'likewise, of an adventurous spirit, 
and had a large spice of the romantic in her idiosyn- 
crasy, in other words, she was an exact softened 
counterpart of her cousin Prank. A few days before 
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her inteiTiev vith CadwiiUader slie had received, 
by a very cironitons chaimel, a letter &01D. Capetan, 
aS v}iic}i we Babjoin a copy. 

Isle or Doos, Lvsvtjs, 
Fiy-day. 
MiesTRnyfriod, 

" Them ere ri^lar fire-ehips, Bob and 
old UotJiier Carey, viz Sinclair, have got me oisted 
out of my berth. Blastation ! I be now livrng in this 
ere place, and ^mm it be, plenty of weter. I get my 
living by Frank's ship, and hold disconra vith him 
and yon every night, Mies Winn. Frank be aliTe, that 
be sartain sore, and I spliced yon two the other ni^^j 
and yon -will be spliced. Keep up, Miss Winn, and 
if ever hard times come ronnd, member, that I have 
a Sew coppers and a locker at your sarvice. Z know 
how to handle a cntlash better nor a pen. So 

From your servant to command, 

Caub Capsos. 

This letter was enigmaiical enons^ is all ooit> 
wienc^ yet Winifred gathered enongli from it to be 
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aBBOied, that Capstan Lad a liome which was at hor 
aervicc^ if times of trial should come on. She also 
had her conviction that Fiank mis still living 
strengthened in some degree. Ko sooner, therdbre, did 
Cadwallader imprudently lock the door, and thns ocn- 
vert her into a prisoner, than her high spirit revolted 
against Bach nnjnst treatment, and she resolved, as 
she herself expressed it, to give tliem 1(% baU ; and with 
whom could she find shelter, except with her old tried 
Mend, Capstan ) And, Miss Winn, did not some 
sly thought flash across your mind, that there would 
be the likeliest place to hear tidings of yoor cousin 
Frank! Yon cannot answer 'no,' to that home ques- 
tion, and yon would not, &x your bosom is the 
throne of truth. 

For many hoois Winifred remained alone m her 
priflcm-chamber, when a servant thrust in a letter from ■ 
Sir Leolincv of which a copy is sabjoined. 

Chaxbbb or HT Akoibtqbe^ 
, Wednesday, 3 p.m. 
Dear, though re&actoiy Child, 

I leam &caa Cadwallader of your con- 
tinued rebellion, and it has imposed upon me the 
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absolute neceaaitj of coercion. iSj anceetors must 
not, and aliall not, be inmlted. Mr. Bobert SiucUir 
will arriTe at Uandynydrod tc^-morrow. I conunand 
yon to receiTe Vi™ as your affianced lord; I will be 
bearded no longer; I will be obeyed; my anceBtors 
look down from their seTeral niches and compartmentB, 
and Aet/ shall be obeyed. 

Farewell, disobedient GhUd, 



This imprudent misaire get the seal to the deter- 
mination of Winiired, and she resolved to quit Llan- 
dynydrod that very night, and to seek out the 
domicile of Capstan, and ha-ring once so resolved, the 
difficulties and dangers of the attempt taded away 
like mist before the ^e of mom. She was of aa 
adventnrons aa well as a romantic temperament; and 
a sort of Boadicea in boldness and daring. Kow it 
chanced that in the chamber in which she was confined 
there was a door concealed in the tapestry, opening 
on a staircase descending to the castle gardens. It 
was sometimes locked, but not always, for the passage 
was used 1^ Cadwallader as a short cat, when disposed 
for borticnltnial meditation. No sooner, therefor^ 
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did the ahades of evening descend, ,thaix our lieroime 
rapidly descended this Btaircase, and pasEed into a 
secluded alley of the garden, completely hidden from 
the castle by a thick hedge of intermingled holly 
and -wild-briar. She sped along, like a startled 
antelope, in the direction of a postern irhicb would 
admit her into the open country. This postern 
was always locked at night, and her object in 
hurrying on so rapidly was to pass through it 
before it was barred against her fiirther progress. 
And she had need of all her acti-rity in gaining 
this object, for when she anired in its immediate 
neighbourhood, the sentinel on duty arrived at the 
same time, and scarcely had she sprang throngh, 
ere it was dosed for the night 

It was a beautiful night when Winifred found 
herself a free denizen of the world. All was stil], 
calm, and peaceful; the trees, the clouds, the stars 
were in sweet repose. Xo sound broke on the ear 
except the .d^olian melody of a distant brook. The 
Spirit of Kature spoke to ber spirit, and imparted 
to it a portion of its holy balm. There is a 
mystic union — cavillers may say what they will — 
between our consciousness, and the conscionsneBB of 
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onimsal natnie — a kind of meemerie, electric, ami 
galTBolc union, ac all three in one. Is it that 
ire are onl^ a part or parcel of the univerBal 
sjmt, and that death ie merely a re-nnion with 
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CHAPTER LVII. 

ADvmrcDBEs OF ymnrsED. 

On sped Wmified, only unions to get as &r &om 
XJandTnydrod and Bob Sinclair as poBsible. Whether 
a qualm did not momentanly twitch her spirit as the 
last turret of her &ther &ded from her Tiew maj be 
donbted, bnt if it did she Boon bmshed it aside and 

About a mile from UandynTdrod the village of 
Llantyre lifted its qnaimt &<mt. It was the village 
in vbidi Fnak slept the ni^ before he anired at 
the castle of hia imole, and where he made snoh a 
delicious supper. The name of his mstic entertainers 
was Roberts, and that of 1^ little Hebe^ Rath, their 
only child. The latter was a particnlar favonrite 
with Winifred; she was simple and honest-minded. 
To the cottage of those good people out heroine 
resolved in, the first iostance, to go, and the reasons 
which induced her so to do will be shown sa we go on. 

When Winifred anived at the cottage of Roberts she 
2 D 
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lifted the latch, as woa her enstom, and walked into the 
kitchen. Mra Beberta whb busily eng&ged plying her 
Bpinning-wlieel, and Ruth in milking Crombie, vho wM 
licking, in retnm, the white forehead of the sabtractor 
of her balmy treaauiee. Both ceased their reBpective 
, ocoapations as our heroine thus unexpectedly entered, 
and roae to greet her. After the usual complimente 
had passed, pro and con, Winifred rtA^oested a private 
aodience with Buth, which being granted with the 
greatest alacrity, they entered the adjoining apartment, 
where Frank had enjoyed each a delicions night's 
sleep, when the following dialogae took place. 
WiNiFBia). — Bath, dear, I think yon lore me. 
Ruth. — ^I do, and dearly too. 
WiHiFBED. — And yoo would willingly serve me) 
RcTH. — I wonld, my sweet young lady, in eyeiy- 
thing I could. 

WiMiFBXD. — ^I have left Llandynydrod. All ot 
them rose against nte, all of them cianpactod together 
to force me to marry young Sinclair, whom I detest, 
fi>r I know him to be an hypocritical villain. I 
would not consent to marry him; tortures should not 
oompd me to do so; they prepared to coerce me; 
Strange things have been done by oor ancestors in 
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that old castle ere now: m^ &theT imitates those 
ancestors even in their vices, and I Terily beliere he 
contemplated coercion. He is imperious, and not very 
strong-minded ; ingredients which ever form the staple 
of the petty tyrant. As a prelude to their plan of 
oompalsion they locked me in old Cadwallader's room, 
but th^ forgot to barricade the pri^^te door in the 
tapestry, throngh which thou and I have so often 
played at hide and seek when children; ao I even 
played at hide and seek with my &ther and hin 
sateUitee, and so far the game has been succesaiul, 
and here I am. 

BuTB. — ~I am main glad to see you so spiritful. 
I would have served them the same sauce myself I 

"Wdhpred. — Now, my dear Ruth, it will not do for 
us to stand prating here, for the divan at the castle 
will speedily discover my exit, and will be after me 
in Ml cry. I am now too fine for a wayfarer. I 
must borrow one of thy felt hate, and one of thy 
short striped linsey-woolsey gowns. 'I'heBe I must 
put on over my ordinary dress. It will make me 
look a veritable dandy j we must not mind that. I 
must then go to the three oroas-roada a little beyond 
Llantyrsy and await the arrival of the coach to 
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Jjondon, whither I tun bound. My other thinge I 
most tie ap in a bundle. I mnst pass for & country 
girl going np to town in search of eerrioe; ahA my 
fislt hat, homespun gown, and little parcel will aid 
me in BuBtaining my aBsumod character. 

Buth now tripped lightly into her little bedchamber, 
and brooght forthwith her best bat and gown, with 
which she quickly arrayed her youjig lady, who looked 
peculiarly &8cinating when dressed therein. They then 
passed on to the three cross-roada, and had scarcely 
arrived there ere the coach came in sight. Fortunately 
there chanued to be an ontoide place vacant, into which 
Wini&ed, afber taking an affectionate leave of her 
young companion, quickly clambered, tlie coodunan 
onuied his whip, and on and away to London. 

The old Jarvie was of the old race of Jehus, now 
extinct He wore a whitybrown dreadnought^ but- 
toned up to his throat, round which was wound, in 
many plies, a plaid ahawL On hia head, was stuck, 
rather jauntily, a broad-breeded hat, cased in oilakiii. 
His &Ge was broad, red, and bloated. His body 
thick and corpulent, and his voice hoarse and guttural, 
aoundiug like a cracked gong. He had a merry leer, and 
jocular word for all, whether passengers or wayiarers. 
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For the &Bt mile or two after Winifred had taken 
her Heat he did not speak to her; occasionally, how- 
ever, glancing at her with the tail of his eye. He 
seemed to be cogitating within himBelf who or what 
she might be, her antecedents and seqaelaiitiee. Those 
leers and glances were geneially accompanied with a 
gee-np to his hoises, with sometimes an occasional 
lash, gently delivered, as though casting a line. It 
seemed as though those gee-ups and lashes were de- 
livered as aids or adjuncts to the progress of ratioci' 
nation going Convard in his mind, of which our heroine 
was the theme or thesis. Fur the next two miles his 
glances grew more frequent, accompanied with a short 
husky noise in the throat, as though pumping up 
words unwilling to be dragged from their cosy 
quarters, and at the «id of the fifth mUe he had so 
worked up faa ■vocal apparatus as to utter the follow- 
ing words : 

" Well, Miss, that be a prime hat, I shouldn't think." 

Wini&ed did not know what to reply to this pro- 
position, — ^it was self evident and required no cor- 
roboration. 

"And that be a perty fees in that ere hat," 
continued the excited Jehu; "and you be a 
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gwaiu to LiuiBim, be'est} Well, Lnnnim be a 
fine place for perty g&ls, I shouldn't think : — good for 
trade." 

" I am of ao tr&de," aaid Wini&ed. 

" In course not," said Jehu, who seemed to be one 
of those eooeutrics whose Tocal mills seem difficult to 
set in motion at £rat, but when once started clack 
on to all eternity. " In course not ; perty gabf never 
coafesa to those things — cannot expect them to do 
so; they seem weiy mealy-mouthed to them ere mat- 
ters, but will take the bit well enough for all that. 
Don't teU me : I know a jibbing mare from a tboroi^ 
roadster. That ere hat be a perty hat, but it won't do 
for Lunnnn. It will do for a Welsh mountain, but 
not for the streets o' LunmLu." 

" By cot I " Bald a passenger, seated behind Wini- 
fred, " what will do for a Welsh mountain will do 
ibr Lunnnn. A Wdsh mountain bangs it all to 
whipe !^-don't run down a Welsh mountain !" 

" It would be a hard matter to do tiiat," said the 
Jarrie: "much harder to run up one, — blow me 
tight, if it wouldn't!" 

"Talking about blowing," said the traTeller who 
had before spoken, " give me a Welsh mountain for 
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that : — it beats aU other motmtains for wind : jea, 
by huT cot does itl" 

"In course it does," aud a feonale, so muffled up in 
a shawl that hardly a feature could b« sew. "In 
oonise it does,— di, jeai — no mountain can be com- 
pared to it in nothint, — oh, no ! " 

From the two last speeches the reader will per- 
ceive that he has again &llen into the company of 
Morgan and Binney. 

"Yes," resumed Moi^;an, "eveiy thing Welsh be 
prime — mountains, wind, and alL JHow that ere pretty 
gal in the "Welsh hat be Welsh too: — where will you 
see BUch a pretty gall — nowhere! Don't blush bo, 
my little dear, — I know ye; hut^ never mind, mum's 
the word; I won't peaoh: I am Welsh to the back- 
bone." 

"Oh, yes I" said Binney, " and to the midriff too,— 
oh, yes!" 

"Well, old Ta^," said the Jehu, "you seem to 
know that ere chick, and she be a prima filly— slap 
up, and fit for the market she is going to : no string- 
halt, spavin, or a single blemiBh— she'll do." And 
here he gave a knowing wink. 

Fortunately for Winified she did not know the 

D,jn:tci;. Google 



408 ADVEHTCKEa OW TKiSK. OCOLBr. 

exact meauiiig of those inueDdoea, still she knew it 
meant flomething smister. She was likewiM awara 
that Morgan and Biimey were not hi^ily reepectable 
diaracteis. She waa, consequently, rendered fai^ily 
nnoomfortaUe, and shrunk into herscd^ aad Bhnnued 
companionship as much as she could. 

" That ere gal be main shy, or main |voad — ^I d<m't 
ksow wluoh," obswved the coochnum. 

" She is Welsh, coachman, and of good Welsh blood 
and pedigree. What blood can be compared to 
Welsh blood! What pedigree to Welsh pedigreat 
Saeeonaeg! No. Cdtt Ko. Give meWelah moun- 
tains, musii^ and pedigree, — yes, and by oot, Welah 
wind too!" 

" W^r obttemd the Jeho, "if then besn't one of 
themmmest coreeeTearfiishionedl and so th&t gal be of 
a pedigreed faniilyt" Here he put hia month dose to 
Morgan's e«, and whiBper6d,"who be ahel dotellmel" 

Light as the whiaper waa, it was orerheard hy 
Binney, wlio chimed in, " do not tell him for notlnnk, 
—oh, no 1 a few coppeis would be ticklaiy useful,— 
oh, yes! hand over some ooppera: don't tdl him 
notbink 'till he hands orer some ooppen^ pa, don\ 
^-oh, nol" 
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Winifred had heaid the queetioii too, and polling 
Morgan by the sleeve eoniestly implored him not to 
nj vho she was. 

" He won't, if you oome down andaomely, — will 
ye, pal" said Biuu^. " You most &rk out something 
jonnek — brown's won't do : you must poat bobs, then 
pa won't tell, — ah, no I" 

" I will give him all that I poffleaa, if he won't tell," 
■aid the alarmed Winifii^d. 

"That be speaking to the pint," said Morgan; 
" that will do." Then turning to the coachman he 
continued, " Stubba, she be Welsh; I won't peach; 
hawks must not peck out hawks' eyes." 

Stubbs, however, could not keep his eyes off Wini- 
fred. Although drink had made bim muddle-headed 
and obtuse^ still he seemed to feel a twilight oou- 
BdonsnesB that there was some myeteiy connected 
with her. He looked at his horses, then back to 
Winifred, then gave a loud "gee-upy" then whistled 
"Jem Crow." After he had executed this instru- 
mental solo, his eyes would again revert to Wini- 
fred; then " gee-upv" the instrumental solo, and da 
capo. 

After the usual stoppages at waynda inns, hurried 
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T^whmeats, horn tootinga, eome paasengerB taiken 
up, others put dovn, slaug ch&ff to coschee pBasuig 
along, and no leas slang repartoea, Stnbbs and his 
passengeiB amved safely at the Baracen'a Head, Skin- 
ner Street. Here Btubba again eseayed to vorm out 
of Morgan the name of his myeterious pasBenger, but 
witliont effect; and giving him a hearty curse, he 
turned about, malcontent, and entered the inn. 
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CHAPTER LVm. 

TD'BXHER ADVKMTUJtEB OF W1N1FB£D. 

WnTiFiiXD left the Saracen's Head witli a beating 
heart; she gazed aroand her with the utmogt trepida- 
tion, and seemed astounded at the boBtle and tumnlt 
around her. She paaaed along in so. almost nn- 
coBBoious state; but was, nerertheless, aware that 
wherever she vent ahe was do^^ bj her fellow- 
travellers, Morgan and Biune^ — th^ stuck to her 
like leeches. By dint of inquiries she pursued her 
way to the Isle of Dogs; but many a gay gallant 
she addressed smirked at her, uttering rude jests; 
and many of the rollicking street girls directed her 
wrong. At length, after many devious windings, 
she found herself in Charter-House Square. It is 
a silent and solitary spot, in the heart of the city, 
a frigid and benumbing spot. Until their arrival 
at this place her pertinacious followers had kept at 
a rather respectful distance; but now they dosed 
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i^Kni lier, and Morgan, standing in front, so aa to 
impede her fiutlier pirogresa, tlius Bpoke : — 

" Well, yoosg lad;, ye seem to be in a main hoxiy ; 
■why BO r 

" BecaoBe I ^sh to place myself under the aafe- 
gnard of a frigid. London seems a inld place." 

"Ben't we friendB, tiien) Ben't we Welsh — 
thorough Welahl Ben't yon Welsh tool eht — speak 
ap! What better friends can you desirel" 

"She oan't dedre better," chimed in Binney, laying 
Itold of her gown : " in course not." 

"I have a particular friend to Thom I am going: 
pray let me go ! I do not knov mach of you." 

"Uh! yon wan't to oat onr acquaintance, do yont 
— ^that's all very fine," said Morgan. 

" Unhand me ! Move aside ! Fny let me go ! "^ niA 
Winifred, with increased vehemence. 

"Yon promised to pay us well: we kept your 
seoret Yon have not paid us. Toa want to ahuffie 
oS Tithont payment." 

By this time a lazge orofrd, attracted by the alter- 
cation, had aasembled around them, who, as ia in- 
variably the custom in those street asoemblagca, com- 
nianaed pushing and jostling one another rudely 
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aboat. At length Wini&ed found heraelf forced 
into a narrow passage without a thorongh&re. Here, 
in the concision, she was poshed Tiolently against the 
wall, and she fonod a band in her pocket, which 
was quickly withdrawn. On searching, she found 
her puTse, with all its contents, abstracted, and die 
WBB alone in the great metropolis without a farthing 
in her pocket 

The crowd had hj this time vanished, and Morgan 
and Btnney had vanished witii them. Her puree 
was not only gone, but her little bundle of neceesariee 
too, so she had no articles of wearing apparel except 
those she had on; of which the round felt hat 
and linsey-woolsey short gown seemed tmly prepos- 
teroua to a metropolitan eye; and those who know 
what slight events will attract a crowd in London 
wiU not wonder that wherever she went she was 
attended upon by a host of idlers, of all ^es and 
all professions. "That be a weiy nice gal," one 
would say; "and what a wery natty otster ahe 
sports," chimed in another; "and what a spruce 
gown and lai^ beeL Oh! wouldn't she make a spiack 
opnn donoert I should think so." In vain she 
used her ntmoit endeavours to &ee herself from the 
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atawii tot no sooner had one set gratified th^ 
cariodiy hj gazing npon her and moved away, than 
another took their places. Kotwithstanding, how- 
ever, aU those obstmctions, our heroine gradnallj 
approached the lale of Dogs ; and night doeed npon 
her as she found herself in Gravel Lane, Wapping. 

This lane is the chosen retreat of all kinds of 
disorderly characters, nymphs of the pane and pick- 
pocket& Into the brothels of this locality many an 
honest, rollicking Jack Tar, just retomed from sea 
wiUt his pockets more foil of money than his head 
of biaina, is inveigled, hocussed, and robbed, some- 
times murdered. It is the theatre of constant 
brawls and riota. The police force is obliged to 
be doubled, and yet order can seldom be maintained. 

When Winifred entered this dangerous street a 
foreign sailor had just been ejected from a brothel, 
minus all his cash, furioos with rage, he, ^th his 
naked fists, commenced a fnrions assault upon the win- 
dowBof the house, and smashed every pane to atoms. In 
executing these reprisals, however, he cut his knuckles 
with the broken pieces of glass, so that the blood 
flowed down in torrents. A policeman, .on his beat, 
strove to take the delinquent into custody, but was 
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immediately set upon hy the bystanders, shonting 
and yelling, " Down with the Bobby ! till him where 
he stands!" In a trice he was set apon, and, not- 
-withstanding he drew bis tnmcheon and laid about 
him with aU his might, his prisoner was rescoed. 
l^ot contented with thi% the aasailants still kept 
belabouring him, till at length, fearful for his life, he 
sprang his rattla In a short time a whole troop 
of his comrades arrived on the spot. A battle royal 
ensued, and as, from time to time each party was 
reinforced, the whole area of the atreet was entirely 
filled with struggling combatants. Winifred, who 
chanced to be in the middle of the street when the 
conflict began, was tossed aboat hither and thith^ 
like a feather in a whiriwind. She soon lost her 
shooE^ anon her hat, and her gown waa torn into 
variona picturesque rents and slashes. Her fbet were 
also trampled upon and braised, and her hair, losing 
its braida, fell down over her ahoulders. In this 
pitiable state she was tossed about from one aide <tf 
the street to the other, and at length jammed against 
the door of a house, which, owing to the pressure of 
the crowd, was forced open, and she fell headlong 
into the middle of the passage. She must have re- 
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mained is a state of onoonacsonsQeBa ibr some time, 
tar whtm she reoovered tlie tmnnlt in the street *■■"< 
oeaaed, and idl aroimd vaa BtUl and sUent She was 
alxmt to emnge from her retreat^ when a shorty stoat 
woman, with a broad red fae^ stood in the doorway. 
"Hilloar aoid sh^ addressing our heroine, "wbai 
broo^tfou here, ^1" "I was forced in here by the 
tnowd," replied aha "A very likely story that i^eie : 
no trick% if yoa jdease: I am too old a traveller to 
be tricked. You be on the thiering lay." " Indeed 1 
indeed! I am not!" said Winifred, much alarmed. 
"Well, we shall soon see that :— walk in, and I 
will orerhanl ye." 

She here laid hold of Winifred and forced htx 
into a back parlour, ^niahed in a very tawdry style. 
A Grecian oouch was placed at tite apper end, 
mnoh &ded and brnisedj and a table and wreral 
ohaiis were strewn abont, all in a dil^doted state. 
The sbmt woman, after locking t^ parloor do<n-, 
threw herself on the oonch, and beckoned o>tir heicane 
to sit down on a chair by her. 

"Well, my dear, yon are in a sad rnmpled state: 
your hair tJl aboat your ears like a maid-mariaTi,— 
ahl ah ! I see two wery perly hyee peq>ing throng^ 
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the curb; snd, aa enre as my name in Stubbs, you be 
a fine gal 1 " 

Notwitli Bfawifli ng the uncomfortable plight she vas 
in, she remembered that the name of the coachman 
who drove her to tovn was Stubbs too, and she vas 
greatly surprised at the coincidence. 

" Yea, you be a wery fine, slap-up hafiair allto- 
gether," continued Mrs. Stubbs; " and what a foot, — 
oh my] 'won't the gents be taken 'with it] Now I 
dare say you would like a sweetheart." 

Winifred, disgusted at the vulgar &miliarity of her 
hostess, replied not. 

" Well, they Say silence gives oonaent. Wery well, 
my dear, you shall have a sweetheart, and a nice one too, 
and a rich. Yoa be come to the right market for that 
ere. But you seem tired and jaded : yoa shall have aome 
'freabment" Here she aroee, waddled across the room 
with as much alacritj aa her extreme obesity would 
admit, and opened a capboard,^&om whidi she took a 
lai'ge black bottle, and a tumbler, which she filled to 
the brim -with gin. This she proffered to our heroine, 
at the same time observing that " it would do her good.'' 

" Pray excuse me," replied Winifred : " I am not 
thirsty." 



c. Google 



418 U>VXNTUBBS OF F&AITK OOttBT. 

"Lord blesB thee, little Buupletonl it be not to 
alnke thirst, but to elevate the heart Thinkest thoa 
no one drimhs till he be thinty! Feojde in these ere 
puts drink to prevent thirst coming on,^-drinkr 

Wini&ed still refiiaed. 

"Weill" ^ said Mrs. Stnbbs, rather chagrined, " yon 
be a stupid little fboll I be notthinty; but look 
here, see how T will drink for all that : leem from 
me to drink before thirst: — look!" Here Hrs. 
Stahbs pnt the glass to her lips, and swallowed the 
whole at a gnlp. " There 1" said she: "what d'y^e 
think of that] was it not well don^ ehl" 

"Madam!" said Winifred, rising, "yon will allow 
me to leave this place!" 

"Ah! ah! my little chick, yon want to leave the 
perch, do yoai Look here!" Here she pulled the 
key of the door out of her pocket, and held it ap 
tauntingly. "There now, there! if yoa hop off you 
most bore a hole through that door; — ^windows, ve 
have none! Look! we do not want daylight in 
this room, — this he the room of Wennst Sow sit ye 
down : put up your hair, and be content 1 " 

"What right have you to detain me here against 
my consent 1" 
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" What right had yos to break open my door, and 
to eater my premisesl Did I not find my door 
broken open, and you — and yoa only — on the premises! 
CJouldn't I, if I please, give yoa in cbarge aB 
a house-breaker I" 

"My good woman, it vas the crowd broke open 
ycrur door, and forced me in im willingly." 

" Aye I aye ! so all of you aay : that's all wery fine; 
the magistrates and perlis know bow to deal with 
them stories : — they have lots of 'em every day." 

" Surely you would not be cruel enough to give me 
in charge!" 

" Kow sit down, my good gal : don't put yourself 
in sich a &ntague; be quiet, and no arm will happen 
to thee : drink a glass, and be quiet." 

It may here be remarked, that during this 
oolloqny, Sirs. Stubbs had paid repeated Tisite to her 
gin-botUe. Her voice grew husky, and her &ce 
redd» and redder stilL She also, at tim^ gave 
evident signs of somnolency; and when she arose 
to replenish ber glass, her legs seemed nnable to 
bear the superincumbent weight. Winifred watched 
those symptoms with some degree of hope, and if 
tbey increased, as there was appearance every that 
3 s S 
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diBj woold, she reaolved to attempt an escape. She 
aocordingly agtun sat down for the preaent. 

" That's it, my good gal; I like thee for that : I see 
. yoa be coming round : now dtiiilE a drop, and he 
sociable." 

Hrae Wini&ed, to humonr her, and still inrther 
to gain her confidence, put the glass to her lipB. 

"That's it! that's right I I never sawd a gal 
whdt come to this ere place, let her be ever so 
sqaeomiah at firsts but what soon came roand, — yea, 
job] soon come round: — ^here's to ye." So saying ehe 
again drained her glass, which had such an effect 
apon her that she feU sideways upon the couch, with 
closed eyes, and remained motionless. 

Winifred now thought it a good opporttinity to 
attempt an escape, and her first move was to get 
poBseaaion of the key of the door. Now when Mra. 
Stubbs to(^ it oat of her pocket and held it up so 
exultingly before onr heroine, she laid it down on 
the oouch; so that when she fell, as abore related, 
she fell upon it, but so as only partially to corer 
it. Quietly, then, and on tiptoe, our heroine or^t 
to the coach, and by a sudden jerk sucoeeded in 
getting it in her possession. In doing so, however, 
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she aroused Mrs. Stubba, wbo opened her eyes and sat 
up; bnt she did it so bIov);, and vith so mach 
difficulty, that Wim&ed had regained her seat ere she 
had accomplished her difficult feat. 

" Well, my deai-, I see you be getting wery con- 
tented, — that's it, I like to see gals contented. I see 
you have put your hair to rights, and made yourself 
tidy. How put your feet into them list slippers, — 
they belong to my good 'usband, who ha' been driving 
a coach to Wales and baek for Jack Wightwick, who 
is knocked np with the reumaticals. — Specks my 
husband in soon — never mind, put your feet into the 
slippers, — that's a good gaL I see you be coming 
round: — ^you shall see a gent to-morrow, who have 
lota of tin." Here her head fell forward on her 
bosom, and she ^ain fell asleep. 

Wini&ed was not at all satisfied with the speech 
of Mrs. Stubbs. She gleaned from it, that, by a series 
of sin g ular acddents, she had taken refuge in the 
house of the Jehu who bad driven her up to town, 
and that he was expected home immediately; like- 
wise that she was to be introduced to a gent to- 
morrow. This latter circumstance filled her with a 
kind of indefinite alarm, and she again rose and 
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luored towards the door with the iateation of getting 
out; and patting the k^ in the lock turned it 
withont much diffionlty, op«ied the door, and stepped 
into the passage. Tvo nymphs, mther tawdrily 
dressed, were standing at the other end, gazing 
into the street, and jeering or bectdng the passen 
by. They so filled the uoirow way, that our heroine 
coold not get ont without jostling them. She, how- 
ever, did get oat, and, being once in the street, she 
flew like a lapwing up the ston^ causeway. The 
girls hsllooed after, and even chased her for a small 
distance, bat she speedily got out of sight. She 
was still urging on her flight, when she saw a^ 
proaching, in a waving, lumbering manner, a, stout, 
obese personage, muffled up in a plaid shawl, and 
with a broad-brimmed hat on his head, covered 
with oil-skin, whom she instantly recognised as 
Stiibbs, the coachman. Bather startled at the un- 
toward occurrence, she slipped aside under an arch- 
way, thinking to elode him; bat in this she sooa 
foond herself deceived, for he came directly up to 
her, and, seizing her by the arm, said : " Ah [ ah ! my 
dainty filly! yon thought to bolt, did yet Got too 
good an eye for a gal to low that ere to come to paaa, 
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Got rid of yoor castor, eh) Fretty black looks them 
ere ! prettier nor the uiaae of Jenny Lind what 
won the Darby 1 Slipped into pretty slippers too) 
By gor, galj how come 'e by them slippers?" 

"Ohl let me go, good Stabbs : pr&y let me go)" 
" ^^^lat the devil art thou jibbing at, foolish gal! 
it is skittish you are, is It) I know how to break in 
a skittish colt, — ^yes, do I, iiiU well!" So aaying, he 
grasped her more tightly, andWinifred, alarmed, uttered 
a loud scream. This scream attracted the notice of a 
man who was passing along the street, who immediately 
interfered for her protection. Stubbs immediately re- 
leased our heroin^ and engaged in a straggle with 
the new comer, and both rolled on the ground. Taking 
advantage of this lucky interiiarence, she again hastened 
onwards, and soon got out of sight of the combatants. 
It was now post midnight, and a fierce wind and 
hsBvy rain had set in. The streets were nearly de- 
serted, and all things around and about her wore a 
gloomy and melancholy aspect. She was soon wet 
to the skin, and uhivered with cold. Still she pressed 
onward^ occasionally inquiring her way to the Isle 
of Dogs. Some answered her oirilly, and others with a 
ouise^ evidently mistaking her for one of those un- 
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foFtonatcfi who have no homa Sometiinea she aobbod 
with agony; then she would console herself by re- 
flecting that it was better to endure all, and ten. times 
laore, rather than be tied to young Sinclair. Still 
the unwonted fatigue began to tell fearAilly upon 
her physical powers, and her steps grew more and 
more flagging. She reeled as she walked, and her 
fiset seemed like lumps of lead — she could hardly 
lift them from the gronnd. At length she felt herself 
compelled to rest, and sat, or rather snnk down, on 
the step of a door; her head fell forward on her lap, 
and she soon sank into a aonnd sleep. 

It chanced that evening that Capstan had been 
making his hebdomadal rounds, bearing his ship on 
his head, and roaring, at the top of his lungs, "Tom 
Tough." He had made a Itighly snooess&l day, and 
was returning home full of glee, still roaring hia 
Borean lay. Wben he arrived oppoesite our sleeping 
heroine, he made a dead pause, and gazed full upon 
her. Her hair, in dishevelled masses, hung down 
over her head and knees, even to the ground, and 
threw a kind of cloud over her whole form. LittJe 
did Capstan think the forlorn object before him 
was his pet Winifred, Little did be think that she. 
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with whom, on the preceding evening, be had held an 
imaginarjr conversation wsb present in propria per- 
sona. Still he felt compassion for her; he eav that 
she was yoang, perhaps beautifiiL He, therefore, 
shoatedoul^ "ahoy, there! What thereaway} What 
cheer, eh!" 

Wini&ed still remained silent and motionlesa. 

" A rigglar wrack, I spect : waterloged to a dead 
sartainty : — better hail the perils." 

Here Capstan made a step or two in advance^ and 
was about to leave, probably for ever, what be would 
have willingly given his all to eee. He made a step 
or two, I say, in advance, and then &ced about and 
stood stock still. "Blow me I" soliloqaised he, "if 
I shouldn't like to see the figure-head of that ere 
puit, something Wenos-like in the neb; and, by my 
taffiil, I loill see! — can't m'Tilr me ibr that ere!" So 
saying he retumed, and, stooping down, drew her hair 
gently aside : her conntenance, however, was still hidden 
in the palms of her bands; one of those he took in 
his own homy fingers, and by degrees moved it aside ; 
gradnaUy, and as ber face became more and more 
exposed to view, his own. conntenance ezpresBed 
more and more intense emotion ; at length he stood, 
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as it w«ra, paralysed ; his whole body seemed ri|^d, 
changed to etone. No motion could be Been except 
about the region of the mouth, which contained an 
immense quid of tobaooo, which he turned &om one 
aide to the other with amazing Tolubility, At 
length he squirted forth an immense jet of saliva, 
and then shouted out, "Split my timbers! Dowae 
my toplightal here's a precious go! Blastation! 
Ahoy, there! Winifred, ahoy!" 

The last words were ntterd in such a stentoTian tone 
of Toice, as though hailing a ahip, that Winifred was 
roused by it. Slowly she lifted up her head, and 
gased around her with a bewildered air. Ko sooner, 
howev^, did her eyea rest on Capstan, than she 
instantly recognized him, and, Btarting to ^her feet, 
hid her face in his honest old bosom, and wept 
aloud. 
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CHAPTER LVIII. 

VIK1J-BED AT CAFSTtIN'S. 



It haa already beea mentioned that Capstan's domi- 
cile consisted of two rooms, one over the otiier, like 
the compaHments of a card houae boilt by childien. 
Access to the upper room was had ^by means of a 
ladder through a trap-door. It is to the uf^rmost 
of these rooms that the reader is about to be intro- 
daced. It looked on the Thames, and at high-water 
nothing could be seen but a wide estuaiy. At 
low-water, howerer, the waves so retired as to leave 
a considerable stretch of lagoon, or mingled mud 
and sludge. As &r, therefore, as outward things 
went, the situation was not veiy inviting. Still, 
however, as every thing smacked of the sea, and 
seemed in some degteo associated with her cousin 
Frank, it was &r irom being dis^reeable to Wini- 
fred, fljid she would sit for hours and gaze from her 
little window on the gliding ships — for this upper 
room was her sanctum, her sitting'ioom and bed- 
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room in one. And nov let ub Bee how the ixidefinti- 
gable Capetan had fiumislied it for her Tise ; and be 
yo well aaBored, gentle reader, that he has done it in 
an original etjle. In the fiist place, then, lie had 
placed two marline^nies parallel to each other, at 
abont four feet distance, supported at one end bj 
a broken binnacle, at the other by the figure-head 
of a defiinct schooner, representing no less a per- 
Bon^e than M^ Merrilies. This formed the 
bedstead. Over thia frame-work he stretched * 
piece of tarpaoling, rather dipping in the middle; 
this was a substitute for. sacking. The bed was 
fcomed c^ two pieoee of sail, washed white as tbe 
ditren enow, sewn together with tar-twin^ and 
stuffed with veiy thin carpenters' shavings, and wa^ 
in fact, a luxurious couch. The aheets and blanket 
were certainly not of a very fine quality, but wao 
perfectly clean and redolent of tar — a scent not 
•^■•T^y disagreeable to our heroine. But the coun- 
terpane was the ne~pitig<dlra of Capotan's ingenn- ' 
ity. It consisted of sereral square pieces of canTasa, 
lashed together with ship's colours cut into stripe^ 
"nd so tied that the colours formed bows, bone^ 
and rude roeettea, at those points where they wen 
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laahed. It was a truly unique concern, and gave 
an air of liveliness to the otherwise monotononfl 
afiair. Her table was round, probably a rude imi- 
tation uf that of the knights so called. Her chair 
vas an old goaty-legged concern, with a high and 
stiff perpendicular back. This waa all ber fumitara 
Bat then she hod a little _Bbe]l-work basket full of 
those articles necessary to her as a domestic semp- 
Btrees; and over her fire-place was a portrait of 
yice-Admiral Gollingwood — istber a staring one 
certainly. Under this, and to her the gem of her 
boudoir, was a black profile of Frank, taken by one 
of those itinerant artists who go abont to take 
accoiHte likenesses for a penny a piece, in bis fifteenth 
year. It certainly required an exceasiye stretch of 
imagination to see any resemblance to onr hero ; bat, 
nevertheless, Frank had sat for it ; Fmnk had gazed 
upon it ; Frank had handled it, and that was enough 
for Winifred. Bound the walls of the room, on pc^ 
placed without any regard to symmetry, but all at 
^xea and sevens, were hung sundry miscellaneous 
articles, among which shone, coospiouous, a sailor's 
tarpauling-bat^ begirt with a broad blue ribbon, a pair 
of white duck tronsers, a sailor's jacket and check 
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ihirt, B gown, ft bonnet, ft pair of bellows, ei bird-c^e, 
with a linnet in it, and & mandoline. What bueiuess 
the sailor's paraphernalia had there we ah all see by 
and by. 

The accidental meeting of Capstan and Winifred 
haa been already mentioned. Capstan had some 
difBonlty in conveying her to his domicile, for ahe 
was &int and weary. He placed hor on hia own 
conah, when she soon fell into a sound sleep, and 
awoke in the morning in tolerable good ^irits, and 
much refreshed. She was soon inatalled by Capstan 
in the upper i^iamber, and he gradually accumulated 
all the comforts above enumerated. I need not say 
how happy the good did veteran was when he ex- 
ehanged his imaginary for real conversations. Wini- 
fred would sometimes sing to him, and play on the 
numdoline, and then Capstan would roar out "Tom 
Toogh," or some other equally enticing sea-melody. 
Thns they would heave their melliferous lays from 
oae to the other, like a brace of linnets. And now 
I will inform thee, oh ! gentle reader, for what purpose 
the sailor's paraj^malia was suspended from the pega, 
and for whose use should it be hut for our Winifred, 
oar little rosy-oheeked, lily-boeomed darling t It 
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was not very likely that she could, with her eznbeTBikt 
Bpirite, etay mnmcbanoing in that uj^r chamber all 
day, coiuieqaeDtly she tallied out, drasBed in that 
very identical hat, trousem, and jacket abeady men- 
tioned. And when she waji ao dressed, didn't she 
look channingi ohl yes, and as she vent jauntily 
along, swinging h^ little ailTer-nobbed cane about, 
many a pretty black, blue, or hazel-eyed damsel, as 
the case might be, made a Ml halt, and gazed after 
her; others, more shy, looked askance at her with the 
tail of her eye. It was, likewise, one of her merry 
conceits to trip slUy behind Capstan as he was going 
on his hebdomadal round, and peep at him &om 
behind some obscure nook or comer; she would then 
shout "encore! encore!" and throw him a copper or 
two, (by the way, the gift of the yeteian,) taking care, 
however, not to let him see the least portion of her 
fiice. This feat she would perform two or three 
times in the course of his round, so that Capstan would 
say, when he retumed in the evening, "it be wery 
bodd, but I be blowed if I aint had lots of browns 
drown after me, and I spoee, by the same dividual, 
for twor the same woice, and hiaderday and the day 
afore twor the same. Wby thia dividual sbould thus 
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hang ia my wake, I can't cumstumble at all; some- 
times inclined to apect it be a sea tritten or mare- 
maid, but then flection tella me there be no coppers in 
the sea; by gor, I don't know vhat to make of it" 
Then would Winifred run up into the upper chamber, 
and laugh till tlie tears ran down her cheeks. 

We must now leave Wini&«d and Capstan in their 
SDUg domicile, and look after other dramaiie peraonce. 
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CHAPTER T.TX . 



SKABOH AFTEB WIHIFBED. 



Bob Smcbir arrived at tlie castle the da,j after the 
fli^t oi Winifred, Ml of self-^ratificatioa and high 
hopes. Htnr vbb he disappointed to find all things 
at sixes and aevwji, and the bird he thou^t to enoage 
flown away. 

The flight of Wini&ed had been disoovered about 
two hours after ahe had left, and persona were dis- 
patched in all directions after her. The flmt intelligenoe 
they received of her was from the sly Buth, who sent 
them in a wrong direction; and it was not until the 
following night that they aacertained from Stubbs 
ahe had gone up to London. Sir Leoline then sent 
an expiMBB to the Sinclairs to commntoe a vigorous 
BCftrch, and the Snight timaalf and Bob hastened 
up to town to join it. 

They had a vague impreasioa that Frank had 
returned, and was at the bottom Of the elopan«it, 
and they fliat of all made inquiries among the ships 
3 r 
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reoentljr retnraed from foreign porta. N'ot the least 
taaoe of the fugitive could be diecoTered for a long 
time. At length Bob Sinclair encountered Morgnn 
and Binaey, and from them heard a garbled statement 
of her adventure in Carthusian Street. He sub- 
sequentlf traced her to the houae of Stubbs, and there 
the clue snapped asunder : she seemed to have flown 
into the air, or have sunk into the bowels of the earUi. 
Sir Iieoline returned, malcontent, to his castle, and old 
Sinclair and his better half pursued, with increased 
avidity, their aocnstomed occupations. 

Bob, however, with his usual astutenees, did not 
give up his researches so easily : althongh light and 
elastic, he knew Winifred was too ponderous to fly 
aloft like a sylph, and too human to sink into the 
bowels of the earth like a gnome; he knew she mast 
be perdu somewhere, in some out-of-the-way comer 
or other; so he peeped into every secret nook and 
retired receea, and surveyed every blind court and 
dingy alley, with curious eye. Landynydrod Castle, its 
appurtenances, and a pretty girl were not to be given 
up without a fiurious straggle. It is true the castle 
and its appurtenances bore a higher figure in his 
estimation than the girl; still he had a real liking foe 
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her, beaides, he would fain win and wear her, if only 
to apite his detested rivEtl, Frank. 

One day, as he was walking down" Ratoliff Highway, 
he saw beibre him, a young sailor, dressed in a tar- 
panling hat, begirt with a broad blue ribbon, a white 
duck trousers, a blue jacket, check shirt, and bearing 
in his hand a silver nobbed cane, which he swung 
about in a jaunty manner. Now, somehow or other, 
one would imagine there was nothing very particular 
in seeing a smart young s^or sauntering down Bat- 
cliff Highway, swinging a cane, more especially when 
we consider how that locality swarms with them ; but 
yet, in apite of that, there was somethii^ in this 
sailor that drew upon him the eyes of Bob Sinclair. 
He fimcied he had seen the faoe under the tarpauling 
hat somewhere before, and he strove to lecoUect 
where. He, likewise, observed that the neck and 
hands of the seaman were excessively white. "I 
presume," said Bob mentally, " that spruce shaver is 
a mid just launched on the ocean, and an effeminate 
looking animal it is ; but where the deuce can I have 
seen him I for seen him I hare somewhere)" Then 
Bob would pause, and corrugate his brow^ and look 
down on the ground, and think. Kow, it chanced 
2 F 2 

D,jn:tci;.G0<)glu 



436 ADTEHTtJBXS 07 FRADK OOILBT. 

that while he than looked down, and pondered on the 
nutter, the strange sailor happened to catch eight of 
him, and no eooner had he done bo, than he fled 
precipitately up one of the side etreeta, and was bo 
soon out of sight, that when Bob, after a long oo^tatdcoi, 
Bgun lifted up hia ejee, the object of his solicitude 
was gone. 

Bob, in mndi surprise, looked up the street, and 
down the street; but the mysterious sailor had 
vanished, like a meteor or wiU-o'-the-visp. It now, 
for the first time, struck his naturally astute mind that 
the young mid (as he classed him) bore a strong reeem- 
blanoe to Winifred, and the more he pondered the 
more he became confirmed in that opinion. "Ah! 
ah I my neat girl," soliloquised he, "you are mas- 
qneiading it finely, but you are no longer incognito^ 
at least to me; I will keep a sharp look out, my litUe 
sailor ; I will track yon in all your windings, like a 
regular trained bloodhound; look to yourself my 
young sailor r 
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CHAPTEE LX. 

TEE HlffTORY £XV£EI» TO FBAITE. 

Hatihg thus comfortably placed Wmi&ed in the 
upper chamber, accommodated her with a sailor's paia^ 
phenutlia, and iaveated vetenin Cretan witli his ship, 
we will leave A«r to rollick away in her male attire as 
much as she pleases, and Attn to roar "Tom Tough," 
to the top of Mb bent, and in the meeutime pnrsne the 
adventures of our &moua hero, the gallant Frank. 

We left him, then, at the femons town of San Fran- 
cisco, just landed on his way to the diggings, with a 
Adl determination to achieve an immeasuraible nu^et 
of gold, and then return to Albion and fling it tnUi a 
bang at the feet of his own Wini&ed. Altl little 
did you think, friend IVank, that there was no need 
of a nufsfat or nuggets to win that young anaophisti- 
cated heart ; little didst thou think she was awaiting 
thy return in the| upper chamber, and that whether 
thou retumedat in gold trappings or in raga she would 
press thee alike to her guUeleea bosom. 
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Frank had worked his paasa^ &om the Gape to 
Sou Francisco, so that he had a small store of coul 
at his command. It was evening when he landed, 
and the first step he had to take was to get lodgings 
for the night, so he moved quietly along, looking 
about Tiini curiously for that purpose; and here he 
was struck with the strange intermixture of all kinds 
and ordeiB of architecture in the buildings around 
him. The ornate Chinese was in juxtaposition witli 
the Indian wigwam, and the substantial English and 
American with the light and ^ntastic Feruviau and 
oriental Spanish. And if the houses were thos 
strangely blended, the intennixture of races was more 
strange and diversified stilL Here were to be seen 
Armenians, 'Mericans from the far west, Afghaos, 
Japanese, Chinese, Jews from Cyrene, Faphlagonian% 
Spaniards, Turks, KuBsianB, Circassians, Laplanden, 
Frenchmen, Otaheitans, Britishers in shoals, and, in 
fine, o<mtingents from every country under the son, 
and the tongue clattering and jabbering, nasal, 
guttural, and bronchial, from this unique assemblage 
was deafening in the extreme. Through this crowd 
of blatant tongue-contenders, Frank forced an unwil- 
ling way. He understood but very little of what was 
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said ttroimd him, but that little was redolent of the 
diggings and gold; all were gold-woishipp^B, all 
worahipped the golden calf; all came from their 
BOTeral points of the ooxapass in search of gold: gold 
was the aniTeTsal cry, nothing was thought aboat but 
gold. The Spaniards had come from the rose-bowers 
of Granada; the Englishmen from the glittering 
palacee of the great city; the American from the 
banks of the majestao Ohio; the Chinese from his land 
of flowers; in spite of want, hardships innomerable, all 
kinds of privation, sveft death itself, aU had, all had met 
together to bend down and worship at the glittering 
shrine of Mammon. 

Aht ah! gentle reader! what think je of that 
now I Is not that a bit of fine writing, dragged 
veiy neatly in by the nook and shonlderst Is not 
that cutting it &t with a vengeancet ehl 

And so, b/r lady, Frank wound his course hither 
and thither through this motley crowd of Oyienians, 
Lyhiana, FapUagonians, etc., eta, in searoh of a 
homestead for the night. It chanced, however, that 
a Liverpool ship had jnst belched forth a wholesale 
consignment for the diggings, consisting prinoipally 
of Hibernians, and consequently all the Francisoan 
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lodging-hcnues were literally crammed. He traveFsed, 
Uterefore, the greater part of the teeming city, but 
foimd no reeting place. A.t length he attracted the 
notice of a little yellow man, lightly clad in a tonic 
of white cotton, and with a broad-brimmed, ehallow- 
crowBed hat on his head. 

"Sir Englishman," eaid Ohilpicki, for by Eroch 
gnome-like name he announced himself "you seran 
just freeh come in : you Beem a Btranger— lost" 

" I am looking for a lodging : can you direct me to 
one)" 

" That is a difficult matter : lodgings not easily to be 
got : all snatclied up by the diggere, — confound them I" 

" You seem not to like the diggers." 

"I do notl a iet of vile dirt eaters th^ are! mnr- 
dcrera and robbera! You, perhaps, are going to be 
a digger, — mind your nuggets, or you wiU loae them, 
and get a sly stab into the bargain." 

"You seem to nnderatand the matter well." 

"I do, and too well for my comfort. I was a 
digger myself : for thirty days I dug away, my hands 
were blistered, and my very murow soaked with 
perspiration and Fiudden thunder storma And wbat 
do you tliink I gotl" 
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" A nugget, worth a thousand pounds." . 

The yellow man burst into a bitter laugh. "I 
caught a fever, air, and ]ay for weeks at the point 
of death. No more digging for me, sir." 

By this time Frank and Chilpicki had arrived in 
the centre of a low and dirty suburb. Shoals of the 
recently imported Paddylanders were lying about the 
streets in hordes, like Don Cossaos; others engaged in 
getting up rows in divers places. The voyage out 
had not at all lowered their combativenees a single 
peg; and if they had been at home at Donuybrook 
they could not have exhibited it in richer colouie. 
At length they stood opposite a low, shed-like looking 
biulding, or rather tent, as it was merely a light cane 
awning stretched over slender bamboo poles, falling 
in loose folds to the ground. A stout mulatto was 
seated on a yellow-coloured mat at the entrance and 
was the owner or proprietor of the shed, whom 
Chilpicki thus ad^:«saed : — 

"Well, LoboB, any room leflil here's an Englishman 
wants a lodging." 

^"'Blieve dere be one, masaa, — ^not sure, — me see." 
Here he lifted up one of the folds of the tent and 
looked in. After a considerable pause he let it down 
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and thus continued : " yes, massit, dere be one, and 
but one — all fiill, — speck a feir pay for dat dere one : 
what can yon 'ford to give, massaf " 

"Perhaps two ahil lings would satisfy yon)" 

"One big nonsense, ma^a! — two shillinga! not 
'fident by one hal£ Cannot let ycm have de lodging 
ander five ahiUingB." 

Now it cbanced that Frank was tired and inclined 
to sleep; he also remembered the old adage abont 
going iiirther and iaring worse : he was folly aware of 
the extortionate nature of the charge; bat then he 
recollected, that when there is a gcea,t demand for an 
article, and a small supply, that article naturally rises 
in the market ; so laying this political-economical 
axiom as a soothing unction to his soul, he passed 
under the awning, and walked in. 

And here a scene of the strangest character burst 
on his view. Two double rowa of individuals lay 
round the shed on mats of divers colours, male and 
female, promiBcuously. The feet of those nearest the 
outer hangings touched the beads of those in the 
inner row. There was a small space, just wide 
enough to walk along, up the centre of the tent; 
but yon were obliged to tread very gingerly and 
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cautiously lest you should ttead on the feet of thoRe 
to the right and left of you. Tip this apace oar 
bero walked, not without a few cursea &om those 
whose to«8 he had maltreated in his advauca Whm 
he arrived about the middle he found a vmcant jdaoe 
between a middle-aged Frenchman and an atrabi- 
lious JaTsneae. He threw hmujelf dowB inconti- 
nently, and tried to sleep; hat the nasal trumpetings 
around bim, in. every key, precluded him. Besides, im.- 
mediately behind him there was a &t negress, whose 
elephantine foot just touched his head; and she was 
ever fistling about^ and scratching hia powl with her 
toe-nails. Besides this, two or three Irishmen had 
efieoted a lodgment, and were endeavouring, with 
mi^t and main, to look ap a row. At length our 
hero fell into a sort of doze, from which he was 
aroused by the &,t ^negress thrusting her great toe 
into his mouth. He start«d up and looked daggers 
at the unwelcome disturber of his peace; bat ahe 
WHS firm asleep, and had lashed out in a dream. 
Again he lay down and tried to sleep, but now a 
dreadful row arose in the farther extremity of the shed 
— Hke Irishmen had succeeded in effecting their object, 
and had raised a " ri^lar shindy." A promiscuous 
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fight bad Gommeiiced, and everybody struck at every- 
body witibout cauae or discrimination. It was a com- 
plete bmricane of figbt, and it gradaally rolled on 
tiU it OYerepread iha wbole Bleeping are& Even 
tlie fat u^p^eea wm tonaed fimm her somnolenfc state, 
and pegged amy as the beat of tbem. FnoLk, of 
coone, fell to, and gave and received maaij tren- 
chant digs, without knowing or caring wherefore. At 
length, after the whole aaBemblage had pounded away 
to their hearts' content, they graduaJly subsided into 
peace, like a fire for want of fuel, and, lying down 
in their Beveral laire, again wooed old blink-eyed 
Somnus; and Frank having, by good Inck, got 
rid of the &t negresa, wooed not the dingy god in 
vain. 

In the morning iVank aroae much refreshed, and, 
in common with the other gneets, break&sted, seated 
Dp in their common Isjrs, of dry bread, soaked in tea, 
or rather an apology for tea, for it was rc^^ular wishy- 
washy cat-lap. For this meagre breakfaet, however, 
Chilpicki's Mend charged half-a-crown a head. They 
vere oertainly arrived at the land of gold, ami there 
was obviously a preeaing necessity for being so, — for 
at this rate they would require money in both 
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podkets. But ihe best flm of it was, that it wbs not 
Cbilpioki'B fiiend wto waa the owner of the hoapice, 
but Chilpicki hiTnimlfj vho was aocostomed, on the 
advent of every ehip, to waylay every Ukely-lookiiig 
passenger, and entice them to his lodging-hooae, in 
precisely the some way in which he had hooked our 
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CHAPTER LXI. 

r&AXE. PROCEEDS TO THE DIOGINQa. 

Wkeit out bero had satisfied Ibe demand of the 
exorbitant Chilpicki, he, in company with an Irish' 
man and a Cockney, proceeded for the diggings. 
The name of the Irishman was Dennis O'Bourke, 
from Tipperaiy ; that of the Cockney, Harry Snooks^ 
&om Bethnal Green New Town. Bourke was a 
rongh, rollicking fellow, six-feet-two ou his stocking- 
sdee; Snooks, a dapper, pale-visaged little shrimp, 
apparently not able to contend with a gander. He 
had attached himself to the Hibernian for a simHar 
reason that a parasitical plant attaches itself to the 
trees of the forest, namely, for support and protec- 
tion. It was a fine snnny morning when th^ 
commenced their expedition to the Califomian El 
Dorado. Snooks smiled with hope; CBonrke 
whistled vehemently " Donnybrook Fair;" and Frank, 
calm and silent, moTed on, thonght oa his distant 
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Winifred, ftnd for her sake resolved to dare aad to 
do. 

As they passed along the ann-dried route, several 
groupes, hertt on the same errand as themselveB, 
passed bv or were passed. These groupes presented a 
singular medley of individuals. Among a troop of tat- 
terdemalions might not im&equentlf be seen two oi 
three beai-ing the appearance of gentlemen, and vho 
actually were snch, and had left their homes and 
its luxuries to court hardships, perils, perhaps death 
itself in search of what, in most instances, proved 
a delusive shadow. Some of those men, thus 
gently nurtured, returned with blighted hopes 
and mined constitutions; others never returned, 
but fell victims to the pestiferous climate, or the 
dagger of the assassin; and some who succeeded, 
and were on their return with their nuggets, were 
robbed on the way and cast forth pennyless in a land 



The above is a lugubrious passage enough, but 
as true as it is lugubrious. However, the Irish' 
man did not seem to let those things trouble 
him, but went on whistling and whistling again. 
Snooks fipiiling and smiling, and Frank cogitat- 
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ing OIL the probability of finding a hoge nugget 
to Uj at the feet of las fiiir ooiudn. All at maoe 
the Iiuhmui broke the common silence, and thus 
apc^: — 

" By JasoB I bat that wot a pretty acrinunage last 
ni^t!" 

" lAnks, don't aay that ere, air. Oh I bean't my 
riba sore : frightened me into fits." 

"What a spalpeen! Why did yon leave your 
nuunmy'a apron-stringt — not fit for Califomie, at alll 
ataUl" 

"Obi don't be hangiy nov vith your Snooliy: 
doa't lay it on him too thick: — doti't nor I" 

"Why, then, by the holy poker! dou't screw and 
twist aboat yoor &ce like a half-baked taty I — It is 
a man we ought to be out here." 

" Ah I hut then them ere black-muzzled genta, with 
them ere daggers." 

"Why, then, by Fathriokl give 'eip black looks 
for blaok muzzles, HhimiaTiff fyi daggers I What say 
yon, Saxon!" turning to Frank. 

Frank, who was in a deep revfflie, thinlring of 
Winifred, replied, "Why, I say she is a high-spirited 
girl." 
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CRourke broke ont into a yell of laughter. 
"Well," said he, aa sooa as he could get his &cdal 
muBcles into repose, "that beats Bauagher, — ha! ha! 
ha!" 

" Tou are merry," Btud Frank. 

" It is merry I am." 

They took up their lodginga &r the night in a 
hollow under a projecting bank, and &tigue soon 
sent them asleep. Aboat midnight, however, they 
were aroused by a rambling noiae, Bucceeded by a 
tem£e crash, as though the foundations of earth 
were cracking and giving way. A terrific thunder 
storm raged around them, the lightnings were luridly 
vivid, the claps astooadingly loud and reiterated, in 
£tat, almost an unintermitted loar. freaently the 
rain began to descend in torrents, and soon wetted 
our gold diggeis to the skin, to the bones, to the 
marrow. Anon, the torrents of water washed large 
fragments of the bank about their ears, and aa by this 
time fJie earthy matter was liquified to the con- 
tdstenoe of batter pudding, it clung about their 
persons in picturesque blobs. At length, after having 
its whim oat, it died away in the distance, like a 
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Poor Snookf looked out frton tlie circlet of 
mod in vluch lie \rBS embedded, and eaid — 
" Ixnra me 1 oh, \carti me 1 I'm a dead cliap,— dead I 
dead!" 

"And bjrJasn^" Bud O'Bonrke, "but ttiiti bangs 
the bogs of Tipprawy all to smitliereeiiB ; it is enongh 
mad on my jolly body I bave to load a bog ahandr;- 
dan vid peat* 

Fiank escaped mucb betier, as be bad chosen bis 
lodging under a rooky projectiou, which did not send 
gn^ much m.nd. As big person was, therefore, not 
anperaboadantly beemiiched, he could afford to hragh 
at the IngubriooB complaints of bis companions, and 
their no lees logabrioas appearance. Poor Snooky 
waa pale as death, and resembled a spaniel dog 
vhicb had been rolled in a miry road, and O'Ronrke 
was a gigantic pillar of the choicest mnd. Frank 
laughed, and laughed again; he certainly was nn- 
comfbrtable enongh, and his clothes clang to him. as 
t«aiE>oiouBly aa a strait vaistcoat; yet still he laughed. 
13iere was a pool of water dose at band, into which 
Ollourke plunged, clothes and aU; and, after rolling 
and plunging about in it for a long time, emerged 
comparatively deuu Poor Bnooky stood shiveting 
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on the banks, afisid to tempt the y&cQa of the 
deejL Thifl puaiUanimity aroosed the ire of O'Boiirke, 
who, oniHmg him for & " cowardl; spalpeen," seized 
him hj tike collar, and threw him into the middle 
of the pool, in the same waj as we often see men 
aerre spaniels. Snooks sank for a ^mce, then rose, 
spattering and beating the water with his hands, and 
roaring out as well as be could, "Ob, dear me! I 
shall be drown-dedl Oh, laoks! Oh, lorral saye 
me, — oh! do save me! Oh, F0II7 Bates, I sball 
never see e more! — ^brewell, Bethnal Green ! farewell, 
P0II7 Batee! I shall never see s morel — ^never, never 
' morel" 

O'Boiirke and Fzank stood looking ixa, and listening 
to tiie wild exclamations of Snooks. Bometinm be 
would stumble head foremost beneath the water, 
then arise and eject the fluid from his moatb 
with a spnttering noise. At length he paddled to 
shore — much clouier than when immersed b^ 
OKonrke. 

It was the grand object of Snook^'s ambition to 

be considered a lad of spirit, and nnmerons were 

the stories be told of his jiroyreBa, both in tove and 

war. He was a sort of Orlando and Lotiuuio in 
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one — a hjdx^hetAtd fitat man. Among hie otber peca- 
lioiitiee he Strove to cheileli mustacUoe &nd a beard, 
and iiad so &r aooceeded aa to get a few atraggUng 
hairs on hie oliin, and aboat half-a-dozen on his upper 
lip. These he cheiished with the fondest afl^ctiozi, 
and protruded on every oocaaion. O'Kontke was a 
r^nlar Orson, aod his Tis^e was almost entirely 
hidden in a thick mate of black hair; yet Snooks bad 
the insnfferabld Tanity to im^inethat in hirsute qnali- 
fications he was on a par with O'Bonrke. 

We may often observe instances of aiinilar vanity 
in onr progress throogh this wide waste of life. 
Thus Tommy Tapson, because he can string together 
a fbw slashes of dt^grel rhyme, thinks himself a 
second Milton. Billy Bannister, because he bos written 
a novel in three volumes, thinks himself, at least, on 
a par with Soott; neither will he be convinced to 
the nmtrary, notwithstanding portions of bis great 
work revert to him daily, wrapped round Us cheese 
and butter; and Charlie Qoaling, who has been ad- 
mitted by the editor oi the " Critical Mousetrap ' to 
do an occasional literary notice for that celebrated 
bathotic periodical, thinks himself not half a degree 
behind Johnson or Scaliger. But whiHier, <Ai, erratic 
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pen, ait thou ramblingt At tliia discoraiTe rate we 
shall never get to the digginge; and when ire do get 
there, if Snooky'a whiskerB occasion snch an abena- 
tioQ, what will nuggeta of gold and all their £l-Do- 
radiau appliances do] 
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FKABX AT THl DI06ISGS. 

Wkli^ we are in sight of the diggingB at last We see 
a precipitous oouutry, oveiBpread vith gronpet of men 
ia all kinds of ouriooB oombinatioiu, uid all manner 
of Bi'ngnl«r tents and rickety mnd or k^ hooses. 
Borne have worked tkemaelTa into holes, with the 
debris thrown up on one aide, like the mounds of 
moleB; others are in the bed of that dried-np rivnlet, 
woridng away, wriggling in the mnd like eels. 
Others, again, have taken a &iusy to, and are unde^ 
minini^ yonder orerhanging bank, or rather predpiosy 
which seems to frown upon them, and threaten to 
overwhelm and crash them, like so many ^g shells. 
Wherever we look — to whichever point of the cora- 
paaa we cast onr eyee — all are at work — all are bnsy 
delving away. 

If lodgings were scarce and dear at St Frandsoo, 
th^ were moch more so here. In foct, those who 
had not brought tent materials were oUiged to 
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sleep in the open air, under btuika or trees, or vhat- 
erer shelter they could prooura The diggers, for the 
moHt part, looked Bailor, dirty, aad worn out. They 
irere obliged to labour incesBantly, and, for the most 
part, without effeot Fevers were ever rife among 
them, and marmarings and discontents reeonnded on 
eveiy aide, 

Aa onr adventnnra advanced, they oame to a 
ooriona, bat oharaoteriBtit^ scene. A digger had 
died the preceding night, and an anction was going 
forward of hia goods and ohattels. One of the 
assembled multitude, mounted on a rough, jaf^ed 
stone, was performing the timctiona of auctioneer. 
The chattels and garments held up for sale were 
in every etage of dilapidation; and as each waa 
separately exhibited, loud bnrata of jeera and laughter 
broke forth &om the audience, Wben Frank and 
hia oompanions arrived on the akirta of the crowd, a 
shirt without a tail had just been knocked down ; and 
now a breeahes, with one leg torn off, w^ under the 
hammer, which oonaiated merely of a large rough atone. 
This waa knocked down for one alibiing Other articles 
were exhibited in aucoeaaion, aosroely worth picking 
up in the atreeta, all of which, however, were aold 
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at R high price. In &ct, wearing apparel at the 
diggmgs were at a premiom, and oonld scarcely be 
obtained for love or money, 

T^rank attached himself to a party, chiefly Ameri- 
cans^ who were working in the bed of a dried-iqi 
rivulet. He had, howevK', to give a kind of home- 
warming, in order to be made free of the company. 
This rendered him almost peuoUeaB. He^ however, 
Mt to work with right good will, and auoceeded in 
dislodging a fiur-sized nnggat This he placed iuul« 
his head when he lay down to sleep. He had made 
a capital day's wotl^ and was fall of self-congratula- 
tion. In the meaning when he awoke his nn^et was 
gone, Borreplitionaly conveyed away in the night. He 
did not blame his ill utar for this purloimnent, bat 
he blamed some one of the company to which he waa 
attached. They, in the most strennons manner, re- 
pudiated the soft impeachment^ and threatened, if 
be did not withdraw his charge to expel him from 
tbeir party. To be robbed, and then threatened &r 
complaining of tbe robbery, was too mnch, even £ir 
Frank's habitual good-hnmonr, so be bade adien to 
the party and commenced work alone. - 

Fi^ many days' ho delved away, but tamed up 
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nothing but grit and sand; and i^ perohanca, a glit- 
tering grain or two appeared, on close examination it 
tamed out to be wortbleBa. Hia fingers were worked 
to the bone: he grew thin and attenuated, and hia 
scanty slock of money was nearly gone. Provifflons 
were at an enonnouB rate, and he was obliged to 
sabsistscantilyon the most primitive &re. The more 
necessary it became for bim to labour, the less able 
he was to do so; he could scarcely stagger along; 
and hie poahicai was very little superior to that 
he held in the A&ican sands, or when, with I^nky 
and Jnpiter, he so greedily feasted on the stale dog- 
fish. 

In the party which he had lately repudiated 
there was a Lascar. He was a wity, large mnewed 
man, with keen, glittering eyes, like those of a snake. 
This man was perpetually hovering abont our hero's 
path, and he strongly suspected him of having stolen 
his nngget. Even after he had separated fifom the 
party, the lAscar kept np the same *'-antw1iring 
^ntem. of sorveillance. 

This Lascar generally slept in a sort of cave, in 
the right bank of lite dried-np rivulet already men- 
titmed. It was damp and unwholesome, and no 
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one else slept thera Fnmk, vho had narrowlj 
watdied the prooeadiogB of tiiis man, stron^y sns- 
peoted he bad Bome secret reoess behind the ostensible 
care in vhiah he took np his abode, as he considered 
him too astute to choose sudi an onpleasant lair 
-without some secret caiise. One evening, therefore, 
when the Lascar was engaged at the divings, he 
orapt secretly to the cave and entered it It was 
oardhlly excavated, and in one comer was a heap 
of fern and dried fiuze. On removing that^ he 
fonnd it concealed the entrance to another cave, 
much more commodious, and filled with a variety 
of stoleu articles, among which our hero recognised 
his lost nugget He instantly pounced upon it, and 
carried it off unperceived. 

TSov there was scarcely a person in this portioa 
of the dij^ings but what had had some article 
or other stolen. The thief had long been searched 
fi>F, bat could not be fonnd. It was, therefore^ a 
matter of great congratolation when Frank related 
his discovery at heed-qusrters. The stolen jnoperty 
was immediately unearthed, and the onlprit seized 
and tried on the spot by those whose i^opeiiy he 
had unjustly sppropriated. He -was uds 
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entreaties, hanged on the nearest tree. Such waa an 
example of that Lynch law uniTersally prevalent at 
the diggings at this period. 

IVank still followed up hia nugget search through 
all kinds of prirationa. He was literally in rags, 
barefooted, and his hands covered with blisters. He 
was constantly exposed to all the Tidaaitades of the 
weather, and his bonee and sinews racked with 
riieomatiBm. His skin waa excoriated by the sunj 
and hia countenance thin, and of a sickly yellow. 
The only consolation he had — and that a sorry one~- 
was, that othere were more miserable than himself; 
that if he conid scaroely drag himself along, there 
were many who could not do even that, and had 
laid themselves down to die. When he had thns 
reached almost the ne pitta ultra of miseiy, a lacky 
ohanoe rewarded all hia exertions with complete 
snocess. 

He waa working in an abandoned qnany, and had 
been delving all day withont unearthing a single 
grain of gold. He was so weak, with toil and &sting, 
that he could scaroely lift his mallet. Despair had 
laid hold of him, and he had resolved to abandon 
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his seeminglf Quixotic expedition, and, throwing 
dovn his instrument of toil, he seated himself on 
a fisgment of rook, and gave ^ra^ to ^oomy thought. 
The day had been unusually fine, and not a dond 
horered in the sky. TTiw thoughts wandered home- 
ward; and Wini&ed and Capstan occupied the 
foreground. On a sudden he felt a tremoloua motion 
of the earth, which aronaed him from his reverie. He 
looked abroad, and saw the whole sur&oe of the 
oountry agitated, and undnlating in tumnltnoos 
ridges like the waves of the ocean.- A lurid daii:- 
nees overspread the earth like a dark curtain, finun 
whidi emanated jagged fiashee of lightning, lbs 
peojde were flying hither and thither in wild aSci^t, 
and many were swallowed up in the yawning fissuiw 
of the ground. Trees were uprooted, houses over- 
turned, and mountains reft asunder. Heaven and 
earth seemed to commingle, and blend in one on- 
inextricable maze of disorder and coniusion. 

Onr hero, as a child on a rocking-h<»8^ was 
tossed up and down like a feather : sometimes tm 
the top of an earthy wave, then down in an abyss; 
then, just as he thought the gnlf about to dose and 
shut him in, tossed swiftly np again, like a racket- 
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ball His gymtioDB vere mamfold, and Grimaldi 
DOTer cut ao many odd capers. Tlie earthquake 
rendered him, in an incouceivablj short space of 
time, a perfect master of gynmastics. It not only 
conferred on him that uniqne accomplishment, but 
it presented to him a large nugget of gold — for 
during the terrible commotion the bank under vhich 
he had been sittlag was rent asunder, and from the 
reft tumbled out one of immenM size, and of im- 
mense value. It was almost entirely pure gold, 
scarcely any earthy particles in its composition. 

N'ow, as though the earthquake had walked abroad 
merely to accomplish the above-mentioned feat, viz., 
to unearth the nngget, it ceased aa suddenly as it 
had commenced. It had bestowed on Frank a for- 
tune; but it had not bestowed peace of mind — for 
now he was in the utmost perplexity in what manner 
to conceal his prize from his brother diggers. He 
had much fine gold, and in co-partnership with it 
much care. He had won the prize of his toilsome 
calling; and now he had nothing to do but to lay 
it at the feet of his Winifred. But how could he 
do this! He was Burrounded by thousands of wild 
spirits; the off-fcouiin^ of maay lands, — all in 
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eagx March of that very gold vMch he poasessed in 
abondance. Those epirita irere as lawless as wild; 
and possessed keen daggen, or txmde kniTGfi, or 
stilettoes, and irho would, without the slightest 
oompanotion, make a way to fortoiie through Frank's 
heart. His first object, therefore, was to escape 
oat of the ragged cirde in which he was enclosed. 
Knt of all he sat down and tore his only shirt into 
ahreds and patches, and did the same with his onlj 
coat These he wrapped roniid his prize in sach a 
manner, tjong it round and abont with string, that 
it exactly resembled a bundle of old olothea This 
bundle he tied to his shoulder, in the same way 
as Eoldiets &sfcen their knapsacks, and about mid- 
ni^t he commenced his journey seaward. 

He travelled the whole of the night without let 
or hiuderanoe — ^people were in too much confnsion, 
oa account of the earthquake to attend to matteis 
not connected with themselvee. He thus by day- 
break had got through the main body of di^^ras, 
and, feeling himself tired, lay down under a bedg^ 
throwing his nugget over on the other aide, as though 
a thing of no value. He slept soundly. Many 
passed by without heeding him; sonte^ howorer. 
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noticed the parcel on tlie other dde of the hedge, 
but thinking it a btuidle of filthy rags, -welded 
<HivratdB without disturbing it. Bj pniBiiiiig a 
aimilar method, he at length aniTed safely at St 
Frandsco, (md booh after engaged a passage in an 
English ship bound for Ixindon. > 
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CHAPTER LXIII. 

HOKOAS, BI»1>ET, ASTD A TISITOB. 

OuB Bbory again reverts to that erer-mcreaaiDg ocean 
of houses, London. 

Sweetbriar Coort, Whitechapel, is a oongT^[atiion 
of amall hooses only one storey high. It is inhabited 
by ireekly lodgers, consisting principally of costw- 
mongers and tramps. It has no garden attached, and 
idle area between 'the houses so very narrow that a 
foll-aized person can with difficnlty sqneeze throogh. 

It was a gloomy morning, and the smoke from the 
aeveral hoosee, spouting fortb in dense Tolumea, bong 
in heavy wreaths in the air. Now this smoke did 
not make its exit from the parent hearth in ihe 
onsfcomaiy way, vid the chimn^, but throng the 
doors, converting the front of the honsea into a 
galaxy of aoot and smodge. In one of those cottage^ 
the last in Sweetbriar Court, Morgan and the 
gnome had taken up their temporary abode, and, it is 
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to the interior of thia cottage we ore now about to 
introdoce the reader. 

A. ricketty table, a broken-backed chair, a three- 
levied stool, a teapot without a spout, a cap, a 
Baocer, and a long toasting-fork with one prong, were 
the sole furniture of thia unique apartment. An 
apology for a fire Bent forth alternate flashes of flame 
and thick spoute of smoke, and on opposite aidee of 
the hearth were seated Moi^an aud Biuuey. 

Morgan was fingering ,his harp, breaking out oo- 
caaiuiially into a fancy prelada Something or other, 
however, went ageej he could not please himself, 
and at length placed, with a bang, hia instrument 
against the wall, saying : — 

" By cot, the harp isn't like the some thing it wer 
on Cadcr Idris. It misses the wind, and the heather. 
Yes, thia amoke-dried Lunnun soomfiahes ns all — the^ 
me, and the harp^ we all want the mountains and 
the wind." 

"In course we do," said Binneyj "who says not 
Not I, oh no I" 

Binuey was more sallow than when we last saw her; 
her hair fell over her shoulders in oitcombed masses; 
and she looked more gnome-like than erer, as her bizarre 
2 H 
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conutensiioe glared through the oocaasional dingy 
vistaa of smoke cnrling aroood. 

"And my voice is got thicker too," oontiimed 
Moi^jKO, "as thick as batter; my droat is dry — my 
bones rattle one against the other." 

' All zackly as it ahonld be," said Binney. 

"The devil it i«I well, that is a good un, — be'eat 
madr 

"Ton had no bnsinees here. Wlutt have Lnimnn 
to do irith you, or yon -with Lonnonl Nothink." 

"I thought we might do a little here and there in 
the way of business." 

" Loonnners not bo easily done, oh no 1 Better have 
stuck to the mountains, oh yes!" 

"Well, bnt this chap as was to' call this evening, 
what of him)" 

" Why," said Binney, "we may make amends in that 
quarter; screw him tight, make him come down, ten 
pounds at the lowest figure; try fifteen; try hard, hard." 

" How lucky we happened to stumble on the old 
man and the girl." 

" Oh yes I in course it was, but who foosd out it was 
a girlt ^10 found out it was lAs [girl, eht answer 
thfttr 
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"Who shotild it be, but my own pretty Binney." 

"Pretty! in oonrse I am, vho says notf I should 
be glad to know wlio says not." 

Here a lov knock at the door mtemipted their 
converse. 

"That is he," said Binney; "screw him tight 
Walk in." 

Here tite door slowly mored on its Mnges, and 
Bob Sinolair walked in. 

"Pray sit down on that windy seat, sir; we be 
poor people ohain none to offer, oh no! sit down 
there." 

"Nerer mind about sitting down, I can stand. 
Wdl, and what aboat tiie old man and girll" 

" We give nothiuk for nothink," said Binney, screw- 
ing her mouth into a poise ; " do not think it." 

"That is to say, yon expect a reward," 

" Never gives infbrmation for nothink," said Morgan ; 
"'tis not in the oourae of things; the labourer is wortliy 
of his hire." 

"Well, and what do you expects" 

"Fifteen pounds," replied Morgan. 

"And dog cheap too," ohimed in Binney, "oh 
yes!" 

S a 3 
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"If ycpu can give am tbe pTomieed iDformation, 
I will |dace in yonr hands the sum yon require." 

"Tiy it on thicker," irhiapered Binney, "h« seenu 
willing to bleed; ask twenty, we aball get it — 
tiy it on." 

"Well, sir, and when will tbe twenty poands be 
pudl" said Morgan. 
"Fifteen, yon meanl" 

"He means tweoty, sir; twenty is an even number, 
I like even numbers — twenty I " said Binney 

"Well, well, I will give yon twenty," said Bob, 
with a sinister smile. 
"And when)" 

"When you have earned it; first of all, you »y 
my oousin Winifred is in Loudon." 
" I have seen her." 

" And Bojouming with an old sea-&ring msn, who 
walks the streets bearing a ship on bin head, and 
rOBiing ditties for pence," 
" It is true." 

"And this Winifred gallivants aboat the town, 
dressed as a sailor 1" 

"I have seen her so dressed." 
"And you know where they reeide)" 
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"I do." 

" And foa win take me to the placet" 
"Oh yeel" chimed in Binney, " for twenty poouds." 
" I have promised you the money ; yon shall have 
it when yon have earned it^ by showing me Capstan's 

"Half now, aud half then," said the pertiiiacions 

TCnnfly , 

f Well," sud Sinclair, " I never 1 Here's a ten pound 
note—lead on." 

The party now left Sweetbriar Court In the 
street they found a stout, stalwart man, to whom 
Sinclair made a private sign, and who fiillowed in 
their wake as they moved along. 
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CHAPTEE LXrV. 

Air ASSAULT AKD BATTEBT 

CAHTTAt) was in hia sanctnin. He had made a Tcny 
reepectable foray, and Traa singing "Tom Tongli'' to 
the top of his beaL 

A gentle lap at the door broke in upon his melody; 
the latch was gently lifted, and Wini&ed, in her sailor's 
gear, entered. 

" My dear child, yoa seem fluxned," said Ct^wtan. 

"Alas 1 I h&ye reason. I have agun seen Morgan 
and Binney, accompanied by Bob Sinclair, and I 
think they saw and knew me. They are coming 
this way." 

"By my ta£&el, are they? They had better not. 
EowBomederer, we miut dear det^ and look ont for 
sqaalls." Bo saying, he barricaded the door, and taking 
down his cntlass furbished it up as well as he could. 

"N^ow, Miss Winn," said he, "if the enemy come to 
a gagement you most retire to year berth aloft, 
and leave me to settle soores wid em." 
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"I shall play no such craven part; I shall not 
desert my kind old protector." 

" But you are only a bir-Teather galley, not cut 
out for foul weather." 

" We shall see all about that. I shall not go 
aloft." 

"A mutiny i a mutiny!" roared Capstan, "put her 

Capstan now went to his only window, and looked 
out - It was a dark, gloomy evening, and the fog hung 
in dense folds here and there and everywhere. The 
river oould be heard murmuring along, but not seeu. 
Nothing met the eye but a black, thick, immovable 
curtain. No breeze stirred, and the voices of men, 
sounding &om the Thames, reverberated stmnge and 
unoatur&L It was an evening fit for deeds of violence 
and . wrong. For a long time Capstan remained 
looking forth; at length, be&nciedhe saw something 
moving cautiously ^ong — four or five dark objects It 
was no illusion ; gradually they became more distinct, 
and Sinclair and his party stood confessed. 

"Avast heaving there!" shouted CajMtan; "what 
cheer f what chewl" 

" Open the door, and you will see." 
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" ni see tliee — — first." 

" I hold ia my hand a wairant for the appiebenfflon 
of C&leb Oftpataii tmd Winifred Bhy s," said Uie man 
who a4x:ompaiiied Sinclair, approaching the door; " yon 
bad better emrender quietly," 

" Stand back there, ahoy 1 Sturender ! surrender to & 
&ir-veather Jack like thee, never b'liere it," 

" Why, you won't resist the law, will yonl" growled 
Sinclair. 

"The l&w has nought to do with me in this ere 
matter; I stand upon my own quarter-deck; let the 
law go on a woyage to the Nor PowL" 

" Well, old boy," said Sinclair, " I see you are 
disposed to be obstinate: if you do not give np 
quietly, there are means at our disposal to oamgei 
you." 

" Dog of a pirate ! " replied Capstan, " dare to come 
athwart my bows, and 111 cut thee in two amid- 
shipa, M sore as my name is Caleb Capstan!" 

Here the third party, or constable, laid hold of bis 
stave and strore to break in the door hy repeated 
blows; but it resisted his utmost efibrtai 

Capstan, in the meantime, walked up and down, 
growling like on angiy bull. He at length lashed 
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himself up into tm imgoTemabIs rctge, and forthwith 
ejected, from his only window, upon the heads of 
his asstalttnta, ereiy thing movable he could lay his 
hands upon, — saucepans, kettles, crockery of all 
IdudB, the three-legged stool, lumps of coal, were 
all and sundiy couTerted into shot; but when he 
oast forth a crook of flour, whioli foil plump on 
the head of Sinclair, and thereby turned him into 
a miller, Winifred, maugre her alarm, could not help 
bursting into a hearty laugh. 

" A capital .broadside, that er^" said Capstan. 

"It u capital," said Winifred, still laughing; 
" you are a first-rate man-of-war. 

"Well, Tm capsized, if erer I seed the like of 
that ere. Why, some gals would ha' wallopped 
into sterioa seeing sich a out-and-out lamm. Ton 
be a wery apirity, first-rate punt." 

By this time Sinclair, hariug cleared his eyes, mouth, 
and nootrils of the insinuating fiour, in conjunction 
with his allies, made another more sustained and 
desperate attack on the obatinate door. The bangs, 
rattle, and clatter, were prodigious, awakening all 
the echoes of the Isle of Dogs. Sow Winifred, at 
the commencement of the sieg^ had placed the 
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copper kettle on the fire, and filled it with water, 
which was now at b(nliiig point. Filling a large 
jog with the fiery fluid, she forthwith flew to the 
window and ponred it on the beads of the beai^ers. 
Now it 80 chanced that a lai^ portion of the 
contents of the jog fell directly on the rather up- 
turned visage of Sinclair, and there still being a 
large monlionm of flonr remaining about bis eye- 
brows and lashes, this flonr was incontdnentiy 
converted into paste of so adhevise a nature that be 
oould not open his eyes j at the same moment a huge 
jet went down the back of the constable, who, roaring 
with pain, absolutely took to flight, dragging his 
blind comrade with hi'ni . Morgan and Binney, seeing 
this mancBuvre, followed in the wake of their com- 



"Horrayl hurray I" shouted Capstan. "Wictory! 
wictoryl And who gained this wictory I Who, 
but the neat little pnnt Winny. She be a first-rate 
war-galley from stem to stem, — hurray 1" 
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CHAPTER LXV. 

AUVTHBR ENGOCXTER ASD AIT ABRITAI.. 

Do not, bowerer, boast too much of tliy yictoiy, 
friend Capstan, for lol tluongb the fog, I see ap- 
proaclmig several tall, indistinct figures. It is Bob 
Sinclair, wbo baa rubbed tbe paste ont of bis ^es, 
accompanied b; hia band of heroes, and a reinforce- 
ment of two constables; their stsTea are drawn, 
their looks are truculent Boast not of thy victoij 
too much, 0, Mend Capstan! 

Again the assailants rattle a^ tbe doorj and, alas! 
Uie shot of C&pstan was all used up, not even a pep- 
per-box or cream-jug in tbe areenat, and his redoubt- 
able ally, the heroine Winifred, had expended all ber 
Greek fira What was to be done! Wba,te<nUd\» 
done in this emergency} The heart of Capstan 
was as tongh as hickory, that of Winifred as heroic 
as that of Boadicea, or Zenobia. But then, what 
oonld they do without powder, shot, or missiles 1 
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Capstan, howeror, still poBSesBed his cntlasa, and 
he Ux^ up a defenaiTe position behind the barricade 
of his doorj and Winifred Btood a little in the rear 
ei bis rig^t wing, irith old Capstan's ship firmly 
grasped in her dexter hand. That old hero looked 
as fierce as fury, "terrible as lielL" Winifred looked 
calm, but resolute, as though determined to launch 
her ship on the ocean of her foes as soon as they gave 
her the opportunity. 

Bam stami bang! -whitterl and vrhixl goes the 
door in a hundred splinten before the pcmderouB 
hlovB of the Aohillea Sinclair and his buzung 
myimidons; and they were roshing in, irhen Oapitan 
whirled his flashing brand aronnd. It was about 
to descend on the head of the chief constable^ and 
would, doubtless have split it to the chin, when tlie 
deed of blood was intercepted by a very carious 
incident. We have already stated, that Winifred 
stood prepared to launch her ship, and as soon 
as the door was beaten in she did so. Now the 
vezy moment the outlass was about to descend on 
the cranium of the constable, the ship had encoon- 
tered itj bo that the well-aimed weapon, inrtead 
of splitting asunder the skull of the enemy, cut 
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the TefiBel in two smidaMps. Taking adT&ntage of 
this fortunate occnrrence, Binolair and his party 
rashed forward, and ere Capstan could disengage 
his weapon he was seized and disaimed. Winifred 
was likewise pounced upon and secured. But at this 
momBDt, when all seemed lost, an unexpected ally 
appeared in the person of a yooing sailor, bearing 
upon his shonlders a curious-shaped bundle. No 
sooner did this sailor perceive Winifred struggling 
in the arms of Sinclair than he uttered an exclama- 
tion of anrprise, threw bis bundle at the head of 
the would-be abductor, and, with snch good aim, 
that it felled bim senseless to the ground, and the 
bundle rolled incontinently to the feet of Winifi«d. 
It was Frank, who had thus literallj' oast his nngget 
at the feet of his beloved. Seising the cutlass of 
Capstan, he .laid about him with Buch good-will, that 
the chief constable and his aUiea soon took to 
flight 

I need not expatiate on the joy of old Capstan 
when his imaginary conversations with his pets 
Frank and Winifred were converted into band fide 
real. The trio sat up all night in happy converse. 
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The wheels of time elid round with a swift and 
equable motiou gressed with hxppneBa; and that 
beaT7-Tisaged god, old Somniu, was kicked out of 
that aodety in which he would willingly have in- 
traded. 



c. Google 



AIJi'S WELL TEAT ENDS WELL. 



CHAPTER LXVL 

"all's wsll that kmds well." 

At the foot of Haveratock HiU, about two miles from 
the Alpiae regions of Hampstead, is mtnated a pretty 
suburban cottage. It is almost buried in a superabund- 
ance of laburnums, lilacs, and honeysnckles. In front 
is a small green lawn, sprinkled with moss-roaes; and 
Vbs windom of the cottage, reaching even to the ground, 
are partially shaded with jasmine and sweetbriar. 

Now who should be on this green lawn, and 
busily engaged in binding up a mosa-rose, bat our 
own Winifred. The rose and the moid are both 
comely to look upon — ^both transcending in beauty. 
A- little to the right looms old Capstan, clearing 
the gravel-walk which winds about in a semi-cir- 
cular sweep. And who would ham thought it) but 
as sure as fate, there is little Butb, the Welsh 
mountain girl, polishing up the brass knockerj and 
lo ! (wonders will surely never cease) master Fnmk 
has sprung from ibe parlour-window; and, without 
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oea«moDy, gives Winifred a buae, and flings in her 
&oe a haudfiil of rooe-bloasoms at tlie same time. 
And now he clasps her elender waiat^ and, 'whistling 
a &TOnrite polka tone, vhiiiis her, willy-nilly, around 
the smooth-shavrai lavn. Fine doings these, master 
Frank] And what renders the matter finer still, 
ii this, that Winifred is not at all displeased with 
the enormous liberties thus taken with hei- person, 
bat smiles all over her &ce, and her white teeth 
shine thnnigh her partially-opened coral lips like 
ptdished iroiy. She likewise seems to enjoy the pcdka 
to the Tery t(^ of her bent, and skimi and whirls 
about like a sylph; and look, sir, or madam, as 
the case may be^ Capstan has ceased grubbing at 
^ miTel-walk, stands erect, and gasee throng 
bis one peeper on the adroit nimble twain; and Bath 
has aaspended her knocker operation and gazee too, 
and both utter an inTolimtary " God bless them ! " 
AH of a sadden, however, Winifced takes a fresh 
crotchet in her head, breaks away bom the encircling 
arm of her dearly beloved, gives bin; & hearty slap 
on the &ce, and then, laughing and giggling, jomps 
throngh the window, and Frank jumps in after bar. 
Btrange doings, these I Not at all, sir or madam I 

........ .Ckiogic 
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Winifred Has been transformed by the Kev. Theo- 
philus Burdock into Mra, Frank Ogilby; they were 
married last Thnraday, at Wapping ohurch, and they, 
consequently, have a right to toy and play with one 
another as nmch as they please, — shut up chattering 1 

Buth is their parlour maid, Capstan their man 
of all work. They are all very happy, — long may 
they continue so. I only wish Capstan was fifty yeats 
younger, and had two eyes, for the sake of Buth. 

Bob Sinclair never recovered the blow inflicted on 
him by the nugget. It produced concussion of the 
brain, and rendered him idiotic for life. Mrs. Sinclair 
died suddenly of cholera; and old Ogilby, thus delivered 
from his incubus, ai-ose a new and more assured man. 
He soon got reconciled to hia son, and soon got rid 
of old Sinclair. Frank and Wini&ed also \.ent to 
see Sir Leoline; and, after' much pooh-pooing, and 
many appeals to hia ancestors, he received both, more 
especially as our hero appeared dressed in the most gen- 
tlemanly manner, and not a toe to be seen. Morgan and 
Bimiey still perambulate the country; and I conld 
never ascertain what became of Mr. and Mrs. Stubbs. 
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